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Sports

Golden Eagles district champs

David Munro scores winning goal as Columbia Central repeats as district’s best
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Above, left: David Munro (22) of Columbia Central High School scored the game-winning goal in the Division 3 district final last week at Milan High School. At right, the team

celebrated their second consecutive district title after the game.

Photos, story
by Jeff Steers
Contributing writer

Columbia Central High
School soccer player David
Munro has came up with a
new use for the phrase “slip
and slide.”

The CCHS senior used it to
score the winning goal in a 1-
0 victory over Clinton in the
Division 3 district final last
week at Milan High School.
Columbia Central (14-8-1)
advances to the regional
semifinal against Grosse lle
(16-5) Tuesday at Notre

Dame Prep near Pontiac.
Munro scored a goal for
CCHS in the opening half of
the district final and packed in
the defense to slow down
Clinton in the second half.
The senior slipped the soc-
cer ball between the de-
fender’s legs and slid it in the
goal.
“We look forward to playing
in the regional,” Munro said.
Columbia Central won its
second consecutive district
title since 2017 and 2018.
The Golden Eagles put
leading scorer Eli Hawley in
the back row as a center

back defender.

“That shows you how un-
selfish Eli is,” Coach Kendon
Smith said. “There was little
chance Clinton was going to
score with Hawley and
Greyson Schiel back there.”

Hawley has scored 33
goals and dished 15 assists
for CCHS this season.

Zack Schultz registered his
seventh shutout for CCHS in
net.

The Golden Eagles face off
against Grosse lle at 5 p.m.
in the regional semifinal. The
winner faces the winner of
Notre Dame Prep/Detroit

Napoleon and
Columbia Cen-
tral both cele-
brated the end
of the regular
season with vic-
tories. For a
game summary,
see page B3. To
catch a preview
of next week’s
action, see the
Overtime inser-
tion. Photo by
Paul Snyder.
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Service ;
29 WATER

Our reputation is built on quality
service since 1986
Old Fashion Service &
New System Sales Ny
IF WE CAN'T FIX IT,
THERE’S NO CHARGE!

WANTED © &
Hard Rusty
Water

ey

Same or Next
. o H *
See how experience can make a difference D@y Service

+ SOPTENER::
Center

1SNY FHOW ON » LSNH FHOW ON

Andy Horning

-®

917-183-2316

www.andyswater.com
Lowest Service Rates

Frontier Thursday at 5 p.m. at
NDP.

Columbia Central 2, Grass
Lake 0 (OT): After a score-
less half CCHS lit the lamp in
overtime to win the Division 3
district semifinal at home
Monday. Eli Hawley and
Carter Hackworth scored for
CCHS. Zack Schultz earned
the shutout in goal for the
Golden Eagles. Grass Lake
finishes the season with an
overall record of 8-9-2.

Harvesting
a little
hometown
happiness.

From crisp days to the season of thanks,
fall is a reminder of all we share as a community.
At Bank Michigan, we're proud to help our
neighbors and businesses grow with personal
service, local expertise, and roots that run deep.

QG

MICHIGAN

Better. Thinking. Banking”

417 S. Main St. - Brooklyn, MI - Tel: 517.592.3205




PAGE B2 « THE EXPONENT  TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2026

i

3 L |

Cross Country All-Conference

The top 15 runners in the Cascades Conference meet were noted as all-conference for 2026. Exponent-area runners included Avery Haynes, who finished fourth, Avery Jones
of Grass Lake who finished 10th, and Ayva Berkeypile who placed 12th in the event last week at Ella Sharp Park in Jackson. Photo by Jeff Steers.

Cross country regionals begin Friday

Columbia Central High School runner Clint Couchman,
left, battles a runner at the Cascades Conference cross
country final at Ella Sharp Park. Couchman finished

fourth earning all-conference honors.

By Jeff Steers
Exponent special writer
Cross country regionals

begin for a number of area
teams at Ella Sharp Park in
Jackson.

The top three teams and
top seven individual runners
not on qualifying teams will
be entered into the MHSAA
state finals Nov. 7 at Michi-
gan International Speedway.
Here are results from confer-
ence tournaments last week.

Girls Cross Country

Cascades Conference Final
at Ella Sharp: Leslie High
School claimed the top spot
in the Cascades Conference
final Wednesday at Ella
Sharp Park. The Blackhawks
beat  Jonesville 53-57,

Hanover-Horton placed third
(72), Napoleon was fourth
(94), and Grass Lake scored
98 points. The final standings
were the same as the jam-
boree results. Maisey Toteff
of Hanover-Horton won the
individual title in 19:32, Avery
Haynes of Columbia Central
was fourth (20:27), Brynlee
Swihart of Hanover-Horton
finished fifth (20:50), Avery
Jones of Grass Lake was
10th (21:16), and Ayva
Berkeypile of Napoleon
earned first-team all-confer-
ence with a 12th-place finish
(21:21). The top 15 individual
runners earned all-confer-
ence honors.

LCAA Final: Onsted High
School finished fifth with 105

points at Hudson. Stylar Ross
finished third overall in 20:59
earning all-conference hon-
ors.

Boys Cross Country

Cascades Conference Final
at Ella Sharp: Hanover-Hor-
ton High School continued its
dominance in boys cross
country winning the Cas-
cades Conference title. The
Comets finished with 33
points edging out Jonesville
by five points, Grass Lake
was fourth (130), Columbia
Central finished sixth (143),
Napoleon was seventh (147),
and Addison scored 202
points for eighth place. Caleb
Blonde of Jonesville nipped
Cooper Flick of Hanover-Hor-
ton 15:42-15:45 for the indi-
vidual title. Chad Tyson of
Hanover-Horton was third
(16:18), a healthy Clint
Couchman of Columbia Cen-
tral was fourth (16:19), Wyat
Hassenzahl of Hanover-Hor-
ton was fifth (16:28), Tyler
Harris of HHHS was seventh
(16:44), Connor Boteler of
Grass Lake was 13" (17:15),
and Blake Fish of Napoleon
grabbed the final all-confer-
ence spot in 17:24. The
teams finished in the same
order as the conference meet
in the final standings.

LCAA Final: Onsted finished
sixth with 150 points in the
eight-team final at Hudson.
Nicklas Holmes finished 12th
(18:06) and Alex Hunt was
17th (18:16) for Onsted.

Cross Country Regional -
Oct. 30

Division 3 at Sharp Park:
Bronson, Centreville, Colum-
bia Central, Galesburg-Au-
gusta, Hanover-Horton,
Hillsdale, Homer, Hudson,
Jonesville, Lumen Christi,
Napoleon, Olivet, Quincy,
Springport, and Union City.

D-3 boys at 3 p.m.; D-3 girls
4 p.m.; Awards 5:15 p.m.

~ Book your
~ space today:
e aligncentermi.org

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT AT
Align!

Center for
Workforce
Development

EMPOWER. EQUIP. ELEVATE.

<L Our versatile facility offers flexible space
=l for meetings, events, training sessions,
e weddings and community gatherings.

» Multi-Use Hall
« Warming Kitchen
+ Classrooms
+ Conference Rooms
+ Office Leasing Opportunities

| aligncentermi.org

Division 4 at Sharp Park:
Addison, Adrian Lenawee
Christian, Britton-Deerfield,
Camden-Frontier, Concord,
Hillsdale Academy Hillsdale
Will Carleton, Jackson Chris-
tian, Jackson Prep, Man-
chester, Morenci,
Petersburg-Summerfield,
Pittsford, Reading, Sand
Creek, Vandercook Lake,
and Waldron. D-4 boys 3:30
p.m.; D-4 girls 4:30 p.m.;
awards 5:15 p.m.

Division 3, Oct. 31

At Willow Metropark, New
Boston: Adrian Madison,
A.A. Greenhills, Blissfield,
Canton Prep, Clinton, Dear-
born Advanced, Dearborn
Robichaud, Detroit CMA, De-
troit Cristo, Erie Mason,
Grass Lake, Hope of Detroit,
Monroe St. Mary, Onsted, Ot-
tawa Lake Whiteford, Ply-
mouth Christian, and Taylor
Prep. D-3 boys 10 a.m.; D-3
girls 10:40; awards at
11:45.

Exponent high school sports schedule
Oct. 26 — 31

Football MHSAA Playoffs
BROOKLYN COLUMBIA CENTRAL

JACKSON LUMEN CHRISTI

RECORD . PONTS

72

BUCHANAN

" DIVISION 6 - REGION 3

RECORD
T2

Napoleon at Buchanan, Friday, 7 p.m.
Columbia Central at Lumen Christi, Friday 7 p.m.

Volleyball
Oct. 27 Northwest at Napoleon 6:30 p.m.
Vandercook Lake Tri-Meet 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 29 Madison at Columbia Central ~ 6:15 p.m.

Napoleon Tri-Meet 5p.m.

Soccer Regional
Oct. 27 Columbia Central vs. Grosse lle (Notre Dame Prep)
5p.m.

Mention This Ad & Receive
20% OFF A Sunscreen Purchase!

DRDESJARLAIS.COM

2000 CURTIS RD, ADRIAN Ml
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Grass Lake takes volleyball title

Above: Vivian Vitale (13) and her Warrior teammates have
earned the school’s second conference volleyball champ-
tionship in four years. The team was all smiles (above,
right) after winning the title. Photos by Paul Snyder.

Story and photos
By Paul Snyder

Cascades Conference
Tournament

Coach Cassie Andonian
and the Grass Lake Lady
Warriors captured the
school's second Cascades
Conference title in four years
Saturday going 3-0 on the
day. In doing so, they de-
feated the defending confer-
ence champ Hanover-Horton
Comets 25-22 and 25-19 in
the championship match for
the outright title.

The road to the title didn’t
come easy as the Warriors
defeated Leslie 25-22 and
25-23 in the semifinals and
Jonesville 25-10 and 25-23 in
the quarterfinals.

Several Warriors had big
days to lead Grass Lake to
the championship. Sopho-
more Sydney Palmer made
33 digs on the day to record
her 1,000th career dig. Lily
McVicker went 25-26 serving
with five aces and 21points.
Vivian Vitale was 25-27 serv-

ing with four aces, 17 points,
and 27 digs, and Hayley Lau-
rie amassed 63 assists.

Reese Lape and Aliria Pas-
toriza were big in the front
line with Lape spiking 22 kills
and Pastoriza slamming 17
kills to lead the Warriors.

Columbia Central went 2-1
on the day finishing third, de-
feating Leslie in three sets
25-22, 29-25, and 25-20 in
the consolation game after
falling to the Hanover-Horton
Comets, 25-13 and 25-14, in
the semifinals and defeating
the Napoleon Pirates 26-24
and 25-21 to start the day.

Mara Henry made 36 Kkills,
Brooke Petosky dished out
33 assists, and Leelyn Brown
made 10 blocks to lead the
Eagles.

The Napoleon Pirates fin-
ished in fifth place after falling
to the Eagles in the opening
round but rebounding to take
down Jonesville 22-25, 25-
12, and 25 17 and Michigan
Center in three sets 26-24,
20-25, and 25-19.

Claire Beer amassed 40

Football results

Eagles earn playoff spot,
Napoleon rolls Wildcats

kills, Myla Hasegawa 41 digs,
and Jenna Job 40 assists to
lead the Pirates.

The Addison Panthers fin-
ished ninth, defeating Van-
dercook Lake 25-20, 25-10,
and 25-17 after falling to
Jonesville in the opening
round, taking the first set 25-
20, but dropping the next two,
25-14 and 25-15.

Grass Lake at Vandercook
Lake

The Grass Lake Lady War-
riors capped off their Cas-
cades Conference regular
schedule last Tuesday night
with a victory, sweeping the
Vandercook Lake Jayhawks
25-4, 25-8, and 25-20 at Van-
dercook Lake to earn the
number one seed in Satur-
day’s Cascades Conference
tournament with a perfect 9-0
record.

Hayley Laurie had 27 as-
sists, Sydney Palmer 14 digs,
Reese Lape 10 kills, and Vi-
vian Vitale went 15-16 serv-
ing with eight aces and 14
points to lead the Lady War-
riors.

Grass Lake at Clinton
Quads

The Grass Lake Lady War-
riors tuned up for Saturday’s
Cascades Conference tour-
nament last Thursday night at
the Clinton quads, taking
down the Whiteford Bobcats
in two sets, 25-8 and 25-16,
and the host and fifth-ranked
Clinton Redwolves in three
very competitive sets. The
Warriors dropped the first set,
25-19, but bounced back to
take set two, 25-22, and the
third set, 31-29, for the win.

Vivian Vitale went 20-21
serving and had 14 points to
lead the Warriors. Hayley
Laurie dished out 48 assists,
Sydney Palmer amassed 45
digs, and Reese Lape spiked
17 kills to lead Warriors

Columbia Central
at Addison

The Columbia Central Ea-
gles swept the Addison Pan-
thers 25-14, 25-14, and
25-15 last Tuesday night at
Addison to take a 7-2 record
into the Cascades Confer-
ence tournament Saturday.

Brooke Petosky had 18 as-
sists, eight digs, and five
aces. Lydia Sanders con-
tributed 12 kills, Harlow Zuver
tallied nine digs, two blocks,
and three aces; and Leelyn
Brown added six Kkills, six
digs, three aces, and two
blocks to lead the Eagles.

Blissfield
at Columbia Central
The Columbia Central Lady
Eagles held their annual Vol-
ley for Hope Cancer Aware-

By Paul Snyder

Columbia Central 28
Ann Arbor Skyline 12

The Columbia Central Golden Eagles
punched their ticket to the MHSAA football
playoffs Friday for the first time since 2020
with a 28-12 win over the Ann Arbor Skyline
Eagles Friday night in Ann Arbor for their sixth
win of the season.

Junior running back Julian Boardman
rushed for 140 yards on 18 carries and scored
three touchdowns while senior Bauston Pi-
laczynski ran for 83 yards on 16 carries and
scored one touchdown to lead the ground at-
tack. Quarterback Sammy Truax was 5-6
passing for 47 yards.

Liam McMurtry had 11 tackles, Pilaczynski
piled up 10 tackles, and Bode Rangler con-
tributed eight tackles to anchor the Eagle de-
fense, along with an interception and four
tackles by Trent Troyer.

Columbia Central finishes the regular sea-
son with a 6-3 record. They move on to play
Lumen Christi (7-2) in the Division 6 district
pairings.

Napoleon 43, Onsted 3

The Napoleon Pirates sailed past the On-
sted Wildcats 43-3 Friday on Senior Night at
Napoleon to win their sixth straight game and
finish the regular season with an 8-1 record.

Senior running back Zavior Skog led the Pi-
rates offense with 162 yards on 19 carries,
scoring two touchdowns from three and 32
yards out. Senior teammate Carson Warner
ran for 117 yards on six carries, scoring on a
50-yard run and from four yards out. Fellow
senior Jayden Servis rushed for 78 yards on
seven carries, scoring on a 32-yard run and
senior Mason Preece scored from 10 yards
out as the Pirates ran for 438 yards on the
night.

On defense, senior Ashton Warner made
five tackles, fellow senior Davis Tallman had
four tackles and two blocked passes, and jun-
ior Nolan Kirsch contributed three tackles, two
assists, and a fumble recovery as the Pirate
defense kept the Onsted offense in check
most of the night. They held Wildcat running
back Connor Kish to only 52 yards on 16 car-
ries.

Note: To see a preview of this week’s playoff action, see the Overtime insert in this

week’s paper.

ness night last Thursday, tak-
ing down the Blissfield Roy-
als in four sets 25-10, 19-25,
25-16, and 25-12.

Brooke Petosky dished out
23 assists, tallied 10 digs,
and served up seven aces.
Mara Henry slammed 21
kills, while Harlow Zuver
scooped 16 digs and shared
seven assists to lead the Ea-

gles. Lydia Sanders and
Bella Knapp contributed
seven kills apiece and

McKenna Hoskins added 12
assists and served up four
aces.

Napoleon
at Hanover-Horton

The Napoleon Pirates fell
to the defending Cascades
Conference champion
Hanover-Horton Comets in
three sets 25-20, 25-22, and
25-12 Tuesday night at
Hanover Horton to fall to 5-4
in Cascades Conference
play.

Onsted at Hudson

The Onsted Lady Wildcats
fell to the Hudson Tigers in
four sets in LCAA conference
action last Tuesday at Hud-
son.

The Lady Wildcats
bounced back from a 19-25
opening set loss to take set
two 25-17 but dropped the
next two sets, both by the
score of 25-15.

Kayla Gerken tallied 13
kills and 12 digs to lead On-
sted. Hadley Ross had nine
kills and was 9-22 serving
with two aces. Grace Teske
dished out 30 assists, while
Lauren Terakedis notched 22
assists and 12 digs. Paisely
Murphy contributed six Kills,
three digs, and one block and
Alana Ramsey added four
kills and two blocks for the
Wildcats, now 16-17-1 on the
season.

111 E Michigan Ave

OPPER Open 10 to 5 Tues-Sat
THE c NAIL (517) 522-8514
COMMUNITY RESALE SHOP
A 501(c)(3) organization dedicated me Us on
to supporting local non-profit _’Il‘eb%u .

groups in our community

LOCATED IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN GRASS

SLE

SIGNS. APPAREL. PRINT. PROMO.
Your Brand, Out in the World.

sliadrian.com 517.759.4123

Pair your favorite Mexican dish with a cold

Handerafted Plargarita

(517) 263-9965 - elchapulin.net
116 S Winter St, Adrian * Tuesday-Saturday 11-8

we BUYcars too,

and pay

SAME DAY!

SALES HOURS

TOYOTA OF DUNDEE

Offering a wide variety of

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
of all makes and models!

St ome nyou NEXT
GREAT RIDE!

MON - FRI 9am-7pm * SAT 10am-5pm

SERVICE & PARTS HOURS
MON - FRI 7:30am-6pm « SAT 8am-2pm

16480 TECUMSEH RD., DUNDEE, M| 48131
GERMAINTOYOTAOFDUNDEE.COM

3-MONTH,
3,000-MILE
Powertrain
Warranty

72 HOUR
Exchange Policy

(734) 242-3900
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BUILDERS / CONTRACTORS / CONSTRUCTION

In Loving Memory of Jenmifer Lynne Murp@

Still missed after 20 years...

We loved you all your life,
we will miss you for the
rest of ours.

With much love from Mom, Dad,
Bill, Brooke, Vanessa Lynne,
Juliana Michele, Cha Cha Linda,
Aunt Monica, Uncle Brad

& Friends

June 30, 1988 - Nov. 2, 2006

%ﬂégawdomc/&...

To all those who helped when my husband fell by the bridge to the park by
Wesco’s on October 4...

To the man who called 911...

To the woman who knelt and prayed with me...
b Tg all who were around that | couldn’t see because of my focus on my hus-

and...

To the rescue team for their compassion...

Thank you.

Ken went home to be with Jesus on October 1, and he is at peace and is
happy. | praise God, for He was merciful.

Gratefully,

Judy Creger

WANTED T0 BUY HOME IMPROVEMENT

Retired carpenter offerin

Cash 4 Old 12x2 handyman work and ho:ng

Vintage CIothing improvement Call Mark 517-960-
8184 25tf

Paying cash for clothing
from 1930’s to 1990’s.
Old Levi’s, denim,
workwear, t-shirts, boots,
military, and jackets

Large quantities welcomed
form attics and barns.

Call Jake: 419-376-8351

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

$100 Full-size Pickup,
$250 dump trailer load
517 937-7320

NOW HIRING: CLEANING Position-
Irish Hills Eagles #3689. Part-time
mornings: 1-2 hrs/day, 6 days/wk.
$15.00/hr. Inmediate hire. To apply,
contact any Board of Trustees
(BOT) member. (517) 592-8842

Administrative assistant needed at
local funeral home serving three lo-
cations. Looking for professional
part-time administrator who has a
minimum of four years of administra-
tive experience, computer literacy is
necessary, willingness to learn, be a
team player, people oriented, must
be able to multitask and prioritize

I.AWN Wl"“(llllowulﬁ tasks. No calls, please submit re-
sumes to: Jeff@EinederFuneral-
- Homes.com t
R.H. Lawn Services

CARPENTRY WORK

Semi-retired carpenter — doors,
windows, kitchens, bathrooms,
plumbing repairs, light electrical and
fall cleanups, tree and brush re-
moval. Call 517-937-3571 to sched-
ule your spring project. 20TF

Snow plowing.
Call 517-879-8116

ROLLIN TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING &
Rollin Township Board of Appeals will hold a zoning variance hearing on
Tuesday, November 10, 2026.

Chris and Rene Mason, RL0-430-0030-00, 4545 Woerner Road, Manitou
Beach, MI 49253, request a variance for a side yard setback. Notice sent
per the Rollin Township Zoning Ordinance, Article XXIIl and Section 23.03.

Meeting to be held at 7:00 p.m. at Rollin Township Hall, 730 Manitou Road,
Manitou Beach, MI 49253.
Comments can be emailed to the Rollin Township Clerk at
clerk@rollintownship.gov, 517-547-7786, Ext. 120.
Irma David,
Rollin Township Clerk

454

[Cchiels

SPEcTRUM
=SNIVEl,

BuiLDING
CompaNY

— CUSTOM HOMES —
RESIDENTIAL * REMODELING
& RENOVATIONS
spectrumbuildingco@gmail.com

(517) 206-7303

Septic & Drain Fields
Bulldozing * Back Hoe
Basements « Black Dirt

Gravel * Dump Truck

Fill » Hand Digging
RANDY ScHIEL

(517) 592-3470

996 Alameda Drive, Brooklyn

William J. Bendele Jr.

3517 Ocean Beach Rd.
Clarklake, Ml 49234

vs onstruction
Clark Lake, MI

517-592-5467
Playing in dirt for over 50 years!

Excavating, Seawalls, Septic Systems,
Beach Sand, Top Soil & Hauling

P:517.592.5467
Bendeleconst@comcast.net

A Luxury Home Building Company
(517) 467-2717

BuzbyBuilders.com

- 7
J rd
N

31tf

-

. '@ ‘i::..,,
)

RL Baker

CONSTRUCTION

LAKEFRONT SPECIALISTS
517-592-4167

ribakerconstruction@outlook.com
Visit our Web Site at www.rlbakerconstruction.com

Columbia\

Cabinetry
Custom Cabinets « (517) 592-2292

//
v
N~

J.MASON

CONTRACTING

« Design/Space Planning
 Insulated Concrete Form
Foundations

Home additions
Garages

Pole Barns

Finished Basements

Call Jon at 517-592-3001

jon@jmasoncontracting.com « www.jmasoncontracting.com
180 Wamplers Lake Rd. Brooklyn

13tf

STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL

Over 65 years of service

Lawn Care - Tree Care - Nursery
Irrigation Systems - Landscaping

Structural Pest Control Managers
(517) 265-2481
4373 N. Adrian Hwy. (M-52

ﬁ\www.under\\'oodsnursery.com
L] F

Call today for an estimate

T

DOCKS/SEAWALLS WORK WANTED
Work Wanted: Concrete flat work,
SEAWALLS

driveways, barns, patios, etc. Large
or small accepted. Call 517 499-

Rock, steel repairs, 1869 tfn

retammg walls,
site work, gradmg
drlveways
Call Crosslake Construction.

(517) 937-6979 _

Moto 1 cycle & ATV — Great prices,
great service! 9934 W. U.S. 223,
Rome  Center. 517-467-9311
www.moto1cycle.com tf

Visit Our New Office in the Heart of The Brooklyn Square!
105 N. Main Street, Brooklyn, MI 49230

o
Margaret Boldon N
517-937-9005

Jason Aldrich
734-474-0579

Jim Anderson
517-745-6046

Darren Grodi
517-937-4368

Meredythe
Hill-VanDusen
517-206-9802

Julie Hackworth
517-206-6426

Mary Faulkner
517-403-1765

Jonathan Nichols
517-260-0563

Linda Milkey
734-320-3536

Nicl nedy Cindy Livermore
517-414-9418 517-414-5464

A REARDON

ERA

ns.nl ESTATE

e ——————
105 N. Main Street, Brooklyn, Ml 49230

Rick Reardon

Broker/Owner

v/
4 Mark & Jenna
Chmielewski
517-937-5232

Carrie Duvall
517-917-2989

Collin Cote
517-812-0035

Tim Jacobs
517-937-5458

Janet Jedele
517-960-6570

Sherry Johanson
517-902-7014

Annie Hoover
517-812-3209

—
lan Stewart
517-414-9979

Katherine Stewart  Jacquelyn Svinicki
517-962-9092 719-510-5450

Larry Wetherby
517-206-2294

517.592.8326

WWW.ERAREARDONREALTY.COM

NEW HOMES/ADDITIONS
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
REMODELING

LAKE HOME SPECIALIST

]
)

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
DESIGN/BUILD

517-536-4300

OUTDOOR / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

LANDSCAPING

SPRING/ FALL CLEANINGS
BRUSH CUTTING/HOGGING
TREE & BRUSH REMOVAL
STUMP REMOVAL

LAND CLEARING
FORESTRY MULCHING
SITE PREP

EXCAVATION

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

AND MORE!

C.PM. |2

SNOW REMOVAL
Complete Property Maintenance

Loren Ebersole
(517) 416-1043

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

e Quick !
* Quality
e Affordable

ELECTRIC ..

WLICENSED F INSURED

517-529-0000

APLUSELECTRICPRO.COM
HEATING AND COOLING

<4HEATING = COOLING >

« Serving Jackson, Lenawee & Hillsdale counties
« 30+ years Experience
* Residential and commercial

FACTORY
« Installation & 24 hour service AUTHORIZED
. DEALER
« Free Estimates 3
* MechanicalExtremes.com « 517-812-2484 @
Tars e e exparts.
cARS WANTED | HEEDHELPD

Alzhei ’s  Support Group
meeting- at Brooklyn Presbyterian
Church every 3rd Wednesday from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. for more info
call 517-999-300 4. 25tf

HW Towing — Licensed, buying
junk cars and trucks, free pickup 7
days a week, pay in cash. Call
517-605-6388 or 734-223-5581.

6

Springville Church AA — Mondays
1 p.m. at Springville Methodist
Church, Springville Hwy. & M-50.t*

Irish Hills AA Meeting, 10341
Springville  Hwy.,, Onsted on
Wednesdays & Saturdays at 8 p.m.



COLUMBIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP

COLUMBIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP 13
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
PLANNING COMMISSION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2026 AT 7:00 P.M.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Columbia Charter Township Planning
Commission will hold a public hearing on November 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
at the Columbia Charter Township Hall at 8500 Jefferson Road, Brooklyn,
MI 49230, to consider the following request:

Zoning Map Amendment
Applicant: BBH Enterprises II, LLC
Location: Vacant Parcel on S Meridian Rd. (US-127)
Parcel ID: 000-19-19-326-001-06
Request: Zoning Map Amendment to rezone the parcel (1.5 acres) from
Agricultural (AG) to Highway Service Commercial (C-3).

Information associated with the scheduled Public Hearing is available for
public review at the Columbia Charter Township office during the hours of
7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Thursdays. Comments will be
heard from the public at the hearing, or you can submit comments in writ-
ing to the: Columbia Township Planning Commission 8500 Jefferson Road,
Brooklyn, MI 49230. All written comments will be entered into the public
record and should be received by 12:00 p.m. (noon) on the scheduled
hearing date.

Columbia Charter Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary
aids and services at the public hearing to individuals with special needs
upon five (5) days’ notice to the Township Clerk (517-592-2000).

Cathy Hulburt,
Columbia Charter Township Clerk

VILLAGE OF GRASS LAKE

Village of Grass Lake 13
119 N. Lake St., Grass Lake, MI 49240

(517) 522-4550

SYNOPSIS OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

The Grass Lake Village Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 6, 2026 at 7:00 PM at the Village Hall.

Present: President David Keener, President Pro Tempore Jane Fitzgerald,
Council Member Cindy Popovitch, Council Member Jennifer

Stanton, Council Member Wes Shemwell. and Council Member Gina Lam-
mers. Absent: Council Member Monica Stevenson Staff Present:

Village Manager Sabrina Edgar, Village DPW Supervisor Paul Lammers,
Village Clerk Jenifer Keener, and DDA Executive Director Mitzi

Koors. Public: Dick Jarzynka, Robert Beneteau, Christine Kratzer, and
Lorene Adams

Items Approved:

1. Amended agenda for October 6, 2026

2. Motion to approve minutes from September 15, 2026.

3. Motion to approve disbursements for September 30, 2026 and October
6, 2026 totaling $68,015.56.

4. Motion to adopt resolution 2026-10-06-1 Village of Grass Lake
credit/debit card policy resolution with changes the council requested.

5. Motion to authorize notification to the effected taxing jurisdictions in-
forming them of the fiscal and economic implications of the proposed
Grass Lake Downtown Development Authority amended development
plan and tax increment financing plan to ser the public hearing on the pro-
posed amended development plan and tax increment financing plan for
December 1, 2026 at 6:30 P.M. with the regular Village Council meeting
to immediately following.

6. Motion to add Interim Treasurer Trudi Whitley and remove Treasurer
Julie Muszynski to the financial accounts held at Choice One Bank,
Southern Michigan Bank and Trust, Michigan Class, and Sigma effective
October 19, 2026.

7. Motion to approve the purchase of a F250 from Gorno Ford for the
amount of $69,974.00.

8. Motion to have the Village Manager Sabrina Edgar to obtain bids for
the repairs needed for the existing building.

Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.

Prepared by Clerk Jennifer Keener.

Approved by Village President David Keener

Respectfully Submitted by
Jennifer Keener
Village of Grass Lake, Clerk
Complete Copies of the meeting minutes are available at www.villageof-
grasslake.com or upon request from the Village Clerk. Office Hours are
9a.m. -4 p.m., Monday — Thursday, closed between 12:00 p.m. and 1:00
p.m.

VILLAGE OF GRASS LAKE DDA

NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT AREA CITIZENS COUNCIL MEETING
GRASS LAKE VILLAGE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
The Grass Lake Village Downtown Development Authority will hold the
second meeting of the Development Area Citizens Council to review and
provide input on the proposed Amended Development Plan and Tax In-
crement Financing Plan.

Monday, November 2, 2026 AT 6 PM
Grass Lake Village Hall
119 N. Lake Street, Grass Lake, Ml 49240

The meeting is open to the public.
grasslakedowntownmi.gov 13
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PUBLIC AUCTION

LEONI TOWNSHIP

NOTICE 13
The Leoni Township Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing,
Wednesday, November 18, 2026 at 6:00 P.M. in the Leoni Township Meet-
ing Hall, 913 Fifth St., Michigan Center, Michigan, 49254.

000-14-12-226-001-03
8975 Page Ave.
Joseph Donahue Rezone

Purpose of hearing: Rezone from AG to ML

Legal Description: BEG AT NE COR SEC 12 TH N87°49'01"W ALG N SEC
LN 421.79 FT TH S00°36'07"W 1033.39 FT TH S87°49'01"E 421.79 FT
TO E SEC LN TH N00°36'07"E 1033.39 FT TO BEG. SEC 12 T3S R1E
10A SPLIT ON 08/20/2001 FROM 000-14-12-226-001-00;

Cindy Norris,
Clerk

LEONI TOWNSHIP

NOTICE 3
The Leoni Township Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing,
Wednesday, November 18, 2026 at 6:00 P.M. in the Leoni Township Meet-
ing Hall, 913 Fifth St., Michigan Center, Michigan, 49254.

000-09-31-152-001-00
3101 E. Michigan Ave.
Great American Food Truck

Purpose of hearing: Site Plan

Legal Description: BEG AT PT OF INTERSECTION OF SLY LN OF US-
12 WITH E LN OF MERIDIAN RD TH SALG E LN OF MERIDIAN RD 150
FT TH E PAR WITH E&W 1/4 LN 100 FT TH N PAR WITH E LN OF
MERIDIAN RD TO SLY LN OF US- 12 TH S 72°10'W TO BEG. SEC 31
T2S R1E

Cindy Norris,
Clerk

PRINTING

Exponent

160 S. Main St.

COLOR COPIES

Exponent

160 S. Main St.

SANBORN ESTATE _
AUCTION

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 7
Starting at 10 A.M.
12173 Teachout Road, Manitou Beach, Mich. 49253
Directions: One mile east of US-223 on Teachout Road

We will offer the following at public auction:
TRACTORS - FARM EQUIPMENT - SKID SHOVEL - DOZER
IH Drott Skid Shovel Track Dozer with 4- in-1 Bucket; Case 680L
Backhoe with Ext-A-Hoe, Cab, Good Rubber and 2 Hoe Buckets;
White 4-150 Tractor (Needs TLC); White 4-150 Tractor
(Hydraulic Problems); Oliver 2150 Tractor, MFWD ( Transmission
Problems); John Deere 3010 Gas Tractor (Needs Mechanic
Special Attention); John Deere 70 Tractor (Needs TLC); John
Deere A Tractor (Needs TLC); Sunflower SC9000 14 Ft. Soil
Finisher; Glencoe 9-Shank Disc Chisel; John Deere 8300 Grain
Drill; John Deere 7000 8-Row Corn Planter with Liquid Fertilizer;
John Deere 1209 Haybine; John Deere 410 Round Baler; New
Holland 352 Round Baler; New Holland Chopper with Hay Head
and Corn Head; New Holland 258 Rake; IH 56 Silage Blower; 2
Flat Rack Hay Wagons.

TRUCKS - TRAILERS — MISCELLANEOUS
Chevy Dump Truck (Needs TLC); Ford F-700 Stake Truck;
Kaston Heavy Duty Running Gear; Ford 1-Ton 4 x 4 Dually
Pickup (Needs Work); 2 Homemade Trailers.

SHOP EQUIPMENT - TOOLS
Large Assortment of Wrenches and Hand Tools of All Kinds;
Clarke Rolling Toolbox; Clarke Sandblast Cabinet; Century Arc
Welder; Several Log Chains.

ANTIQUES — COLLECTIBLES - Furniture
3 Nice Humpback Trunks; Buffalo Ice Box; Large Wardrobe;
Large Carved Curved China Cabinet; Old Commode; Antique
Metal Bed; Antique Wooden Bed; 2 Wildlife Mounts; Antique
Drop-Leaf Table; Nice Enamel-Top Table; Antique Birdcage;
Small Deep Ffreeze; Shelves; Oil Lamps; Vintage Tins;
Assorted Glassware; Antique Dishes and Other Collectibles.
This is only a partial listing.
TERMS — Cash or negotiable check w/proper ID. Nothing to be
removed until settled for. Not responsible for accidents or items
after they are sold.

ESTATE OF DOUG & PAT SANBORN
TILLOTSON AUCTIONEERS & REAL ESTATE
BROKERS
Ralph Tillotson
Mark Tillotson — 517-403-5493
Kyle Tillotson — 517-918-8811
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160 S. Main St.
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NAPOLEON TOWNSHIP

Notice of Second Public Hearing 13x2

on the Special Assessment Roll for
THE WOLF LAKE CANAL AQUATIC WEED CONTROL
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT
Napoleon Township, Jackson County, Michigan

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF NAPOLEON
TOWNSHIP, JACKSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, OWNERS OF LAND
WITHIN THE WOLF LAKE CANAL AQUATIC WEED CONTROL SPE-
CIAL ASSESSMENT AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Supervisor and Assessing Officer of the
Township have reported to the Township Board and filed in the office of
the Township Clerk for public examination a special assessment roll cov-
ering all properties within the Wolf Lake Canal Aquatic Weed Control Spe-
cial Assessment District (the “District”) benefitted by the proposed
improvements, which consist of the control of aquatic weeds and plants
by chemical harvesting and other methods within Wolf Lake Canal (the
“Improvements”). Said assessment roll has been prepared for the purpose
of assessing the costs of the Improvements within the District and is on
file with the Township Clerk at 6755 Brooklyn Road, Jackson, Michigan
which assessment is anticipated in the first-year total amount of approxi-
mately $5,500.00 to $6,000.00.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Assessing Officer has further
reported that the assessment roll sets forth the relative portion of the cost
of said Improvements which is to be levied in the form of a special assess-
ment against each benefitted lot and parcel of land in the special assess-
ment.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township Board will meet at
the Napoleon Township Building, 6755 Brooklyn Road, Jackson, Michigan,
Township of Napoleon on Tuesday, November 10, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. for
the purpose of reviewing said special assessment roll and to hear any ob-
jections thereto. Said roll may be examined at the office of the Township
Clerk during regular business hours on regular business days until the
time of said hearing. Appearance and protest at the hearing held to confirm
the special assessment roll is required in order to appeal the amount of
the special assessment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.

An owner or party in interest, or his or her agent, may appear in person at
the hearing to protest the special assessment, or shall be permitted to file
his or her appearance or protest by letter and his or her personal appear-
ance shall not be required. The owner or any person having an interest in
the real property who protests in person or in writing at the hearing may
file a written appeal of the special assessment with the Michigan Tax Tri-
bunal within 30 days after the confirmation of the special assessment roll.

Township of Napoleon
Traci Spring, Clerk
6755 Brooklyn Rd.

P.O. Box 385
Napoleon, Ml 49261
517-536-8694, ext. 205

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Special Assessment District
within which the foregoing improvements will be made and within which
the cost thereof is proposed to be assessed is more particularly described
as follows:

120-15-19-356-006-04
000-14-24-451-005-01
120-15-19-356-006-03
120-15-19-356-006-01
120-15-19-356-001-02
000-14-24-451-005-04
120-15-19-356-005-01
120-15-19-356-004-01
120-15-19-356-003-00
120-15-19-356-002-00
075-14--24-476-010-01
075-14-24-476-007-00
075-14-24-476-008-01

075-14-24-476-009-00
075-14-24-476-005-00
075-14-24-476-003-01
075-14-24-476-004-00
075-14-24-476-001-00
000-14-24-451-023-00
000-14-24-451-005-07
075-14-24-476-012-01
075-14-24-476-015-01
075-14-24-476-017-01
076-14-24-476-002-01
076-14-24-476-006-01
076-14-24-476-007-00

076-14-24-476-008-00
076-14-24-476-009-00
076-14-24-476-010-00
076-14-24-476-011-00
076-14-24-476-012-00
076-14-24-476-013-00
076-14-24-476-014-00
076-14-24-476-015-00
076-14-24-476-016-00
000-14-24-451-005-03
000-14-24-451-005-12
000-14-24-451-005-13

COLUMBIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP

SYNOPSIS 3
The regular meeting of October 19, 2026, was called to order at 7:02 p.m.
with the pledge to the flag and invocation. Members present: Bemish,
Tackett, Hulburt, Calhoun, Church, Deland, Marsh. The agenda was
amended to remove action item e. a resolution for Clarklake paving proj-
ect. There was motion and support to approve the agenda as amended.
There was motion and support to approve the consent agenda. Ther was
motion and support to approve the accounts payable in the amount of
$314,901.54. There was discussion on a Citizens Guide for Special As-
sessment Projects. There was motion and support to approve the Clark-
lake Self Storage site plan extension. There was motion and support to
approve the 2026 delinquent tax assessments. There was motion and sup-
port to approve the general fund, fund balance policy. There was motion
and support to approve the Fund balance policy, yearly designation. There
was motion and support to approve a refund of an electrical permit fee.
There was motion and support to approve the Fire Department’s recom-
mendation for a Fire Cadet position. There was motion and support to ap-
prove the Police Department's recommendation to renew the Axon
contract. There was motion and support to approve the Police Depart-
ment’s recommendation to hire a part-time Officer and to add a Police re-
cruit to the roster. There was motion and support to approve a sewer pump
purchase recommendation. There was motion and support to approve a
recommendation to purchase Furix odor control mixers for the sewer lift
stations. There was motion and support to approve a vehicle purchase
recommendation for the Sewer Department

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 13
DECEDENT’S ESTATE

STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF JACKSON

Edna M. Harner Livina Trust dated August 28. 2008.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Edna Mae Harner, who lived at
5275 Sharon Dr., Jackson, Ml 49203 died May 17, 2026.

Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will
be forever barred unless presented to Paula J. Harner, named Trustee,
C/O Crenshaw Peterson & Associates, P.C., 2157 Commons Parkway,
Okemos, MI 48864 within 4 months after the date of publication of this no-
tice.

Crenshaw Peterson & Associates, P.C. by: October 21, 2026

Tara J. Peterson P72672
2157 Commons Parkway
Okemos, MI 48864
517-347-2100

Paula J. Harner

2157 Commons Parkway
Okemos, MI 48864
517-347-2100

A place to sleep

MEC helps nonprofit Sleep in Heavenly Peace build 40 bunk beds

ol

More than 60 volunteers helped construct 40 bed frames and headboards Friday, Oct 2, during a “Build Day” partnership be-
tween Midwest Energy & Communications and the Lenawee County chapter of Sleep in Heavenly Peace, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that builds bunk beds for children and families in need. The Build Day was held at the Raisin Township-Tecumseh location

of MEC on Occidental Highway.

By BRAD HEINEMAN
bradh@tecumsehherald.com

RAISIN TWP. — There’s at
least a two-and-a-half-hour dis-
tance between Cassopolis and
the Raisin Township-Tecumseh
area, but on Friday, Oct. 2, dis-
tance was not an issue as people
came together for the purpose of
ensuring children have a place to
sleep.

Midwest Energy & Commu-
nications’ Occidental Highway
location hosted a “Build Day”
alongside the newly formed
Lenawee County chapter of
Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP).
The Idaho-based nonprofit and
volunteer-driven organization
serves by building beds for chil-
dren and families in need.

As MEC sponsored and
hosted the community build as
part of its annual Day of Action,
employees with the electric util-
ity company from both the
Tecumseh office and the Cas-
sopolis location in Cass County
put on their protective eyewear,
plugged in their power tools and
assisted nearly 20 SHP volun-
teers in the construction of
wooden bed frames. The goal of
the Build Day was to construct a
total of 40 beds.

“We have a donation and
sponsorship program that we do,
and (Sleep in Heavenly Peace)
had submitted a donation re-
quest,” said Lori Ruff, commu-
nity relations specialist with
MEC. “The more I was reading
it, the more I thought this is re-
ally cool. I had never heard of
the organization before. I made
a few phone calls and the more I

thought about it, I thought it
would be a perfect way to help.
They are always looking for vol-
unteers, and we are looking for
volunteer activities. We nor-
mally don’t get to do volunteer
activities with both sides of our
service territory, so this was an
opportunity for all of us to come
together in one location.”

The partnership between
MEC and SHP worked on many
levels, said Amy Pales, director
of corporate communications
and marketing with MEC. As
part of its sponsorship responsi-
bilities, MEC funded the project
while covering all costs. There
also was plenty of room for vol-
unteers to work, and everybody
was kept well fed with breakfast
foods — doughnuts, fruit, juice
and coffee — and pizza for
lunch.

“This entire operation is just
incredible,” Pales said. “When I
walked in my first word was,
‘Wow.” They had everything set
up and ready to go, all the drills
and all the saws. It’s just incred-
ible to see all of the red shirts
that everybody is wearing while
working hard toward the same
goal. It is pretty awesome.”

Those backs of the red shirts
worn by Sleep in Heavenly
Peace volunteers said, “No kid
sleeps on the floor in our town!”

Each completed bedframe
was then branded with the SHP
logo and stained. For a good
portion of the Oct. 2 morning,
Sara Hartsell, an enterprise solu-
tions coordinator with MEC’s
Cassopolis location, was in
charge of branding the bed-

frames.

“It means the world,” Hart-
sell said of volunteering. “I re-
ally do enjoy helping out the
community and being able to
give back to the people who
don’t have the means to get it
themselves.”

Sleep in Heavenly Peace
continues to grow

With chapters all over the
country, Sleep in Heavenly
Peace now has 18 chapters in
Michigan, including Lenawee
County — its chapter officially
formed June 1.

Still within its infancy, an av-
erage of 25 people have already
helped out with some of the or-
ganization’s builds, said Keith
Hill, president of the MI-
Lenawee Co. SHP chapter. New
volunteers continue to come
along.

“I never thought there was a
need (here) and I was shocked to
find out there are so many kids
who sleep on the floor or sleep
with their siblings,” Hill said.
“Sleeping with siblings is not a
good idea. I would recommend
never doing that. It can end in
very tragic ways.”

Across the nation, there are
48 states that house at least one
or numerous local chapters of
Sleep in Heavenly Peace. Alysia
Masters is the vice president of
the Lenawee County chapter.

Before forming its own chap-
ter, Lenawee County volunteers
helped out as a delivery hub for
the Monroe County SHP chapter
dating back to November 2025,
Hill said.

“We did some deliveries and

went out to Monroe and helped
with some builds just to get ac-
climated with SHP,” Hill said.
“Once I found out the need here
in Lenawee County was so high,
we had to start a chapter.”

The Oct. 2 Build Day with
MEC was the Lenawee County
SHP’s first official, 100%-spon-
sored build. Normally, most of
the items are collected through
donations, and each bedframe
costs $250 to construct, Hill
said.

The beds are provided 100%
free of charge, built from scratch
and to last a lifetime, and are de-
livered and assembled to fami-
lies, complete with mattresses,
pillows and bedding. Construc-
tion of the beds follows SHP’s
easy-to-follow bunk bed design
and require no previous wood-
working experience.

Families can go online to sh-
pbeds.org to apply for a bed. To
contact the Sleep in Heavenly
Peace headquarters, call 844-
432-BEDS (844-432-2337).

Locally, the Lenawee County
chapter can be contacted by call-
ing 517-902-7025 or emailing
Keith.Hill@shpbeds.org.

“If anybody goes on a deliv-
ery with us, they’ll understand
why it’s worth the money,” Hill
said. “...(Kids) are so happy to
have their own bed, their own
anything. Some of these kids
have nothing. I walked into this
home, and they have a loveseat
and that’s it. No tables, no noth-
ing. I’'m just so glad that we can
help. The kids are so grateful.”

{
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Counterclockwise, from above, left: Amy Pales, director
of corporate communications and marketing with Mid-
west Energy & Communications based out of the com-
pany’s Cassopolis location, demonstrates how to brand
the Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) logo into a wooden

bed frame.

Shannon Phillips, left, an administrative specialist with
Midwest Energy & Communications, and Grant Zamora,
a communications specialist with MEC remove a finished
bed frame from a tub of liquid stain.

Volunteer Char Zeluff, an Adrian resident, uses a miter
saw Friday, Oct. 2, to trim a piece of wood to be used to
build a bed frame for the nonprofit Sleep in Heavenly
Peace. Zeluff said she is not affiliated with Sleep in
Heavenly Peace or Midwest Energy & Communications
but wanted to volunteer her time anyway during this

past week’s “Build Day.”
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Outdoor Living

¥ ¢

For the past couple of months
there has been a lot of talk — even
shock — about all the dead deer
found along trails, parks, edges of
ponds, creeks, streams and woods.

There have been reports of up to
70 dead deer along Falling Waters
Trail in Jackson County near the Vil-
lage of Concord.

There was another report of 59
dead deer found also in Jackson
County.

| spoke with a local DNR officer
who stated he has been called out
to investigate large numbers of
dead deer on people’s property.

What is going on?

| recently visited Knutson’s Sport-
ing Goods in Brooklyn, and one of
the workers there stated “everyone
is talking about all the dead deer.”
What is causing this? Is it a new
form of viral pandemic sweeping
nature? Is there a psychopath going
around killing all these deer?

No, not at all. It is simply some-
thing that occurs in nature that
rather than wiping out the entire
population, can actually act as a
way to keep the whitetail deer pop-
ulations in check. It is caused by a
tiny biting fly that transmits a virus
known as Epizootic Hemorrhogic
Disease, or EHD.

Epizootic Hemorrhogic Disease is
a virus that is transmitted by a tiny
fly, genus cullicoides, also known as
“punkies” or “no-see-ums” by lo-
cals. These flies or gnats breed in
damp soil near swamps, ponds,
creeks and lakes. During a hot, dry
summer their numbers explode and
when the adults emerge they bite
and infect deer. EHD causes severe
high fever in deer resulting in dehy-

As nature corrects and balances, the opossu
getting to celebrate an early Thanksgiving

Exploring the balance of nature

Up to 70 dead deer found near Concord

PHOTO COURTESY CHARLES J. SHARP
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Metro Creative

Above, left: Turkey vultures will eat animals killed from EHD, but prefer something juicier, as EHD dehydrates them. At right, deer hunters
may have a harder time spotting big bucks like this handsome fellow this year, as EHD is taking a heavy toll on the local deer population.

dration that weakens them to the
point where they will seek out a
source of water.

One of the symptoms is bloody
discharge from the deer, and they
will have a blue-tinged tongue. It is
often fatal, although in some cases
the deer may actually survive and
build up a resistance, thus possibly
creating a stronger or healthier deer
population down the road.

Should nature lovers be con-
cerned? According to biologists, this
natural occurrence actually helps
keep deer populations in check, es-
pecially in areas where there is no
hunting or few natural predators

PHOTO COURTESY AMANDA SCHEPELER

While the humble opossum might not be the most handsome crea-
ture in the woods, they serve an important function.

SH HILL
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llision & Service
14221 US-12

rce 1990
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AUTO BODY & SERVICE - 517-392-3987

exist.

Of course, seeing all these dead
deer sometimes spreads all types of
rumors or misconceptions.

For instance, can EHD spread to
other deer, people or pets? Accord-
ing to the experts, it can’t.

Can you consume meat from an
infected deer? According to biolo-
gists it should be safe, but they also
warn to avoid sick-looking deer in
case there are other possible infec-
tions.

The good news is once we have
a hard frost these midges die. We
recently have had frost reported in
low-lying areas, and we certainly
have more cold days ahead.

Another misconception is that
turkey vultures will not eat dead
deer infected with EHD. While this
may appear to be the case, there is
no scientific evidence showing that
this is true. What IS true is that
turkey vultures prefer fresh carrion
or carcasses. Turkey vultures pos-
sess incredible corrosive stomach
acid with a PH near zero. This acid
neutralizes the vast majority of bac-
teria and viruses and will kill botu-
lism, rabies, anthrax, and yes, EHD.

While their stomachs are seem-
ingly made of steel, turkey vultures
like their meals relatively fresh. After
all, who doesn'’t like a nice, juicy
steak? After about four days the
meat from a dead animal dries out
and is less nutritious and much
harder to consume. Since EHD
causes excessive dehydration, this
would make the meat less appeal-
ing to the turkey vultures. Plus, with
so many dead deer to choose from,
the turkey vultures may avoid these
carcasses after a few days. But
don’t worry, opossums will pick up
the slack as they will have no prob-
lem eating them.

EHD has been confirmed in 14
counties in Michigan and Jackson
County has been especially hit hard
with  EHD. Seeing and (yuck)
smelling all these dead deer can be
a terrible experience to nature
lovers and deer hunters. Many are
horrified or saddened by the kill-off,
especially when they see a huge
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dead buck or some poor little fawn
that died too soon, but that’s nature.

In the end, nature has a re-set
when it comes to managing animal
populations. Sometimes we wonder
why this has to happen, but as
Christian poet and hymn writer
William Cowper is credited as not-
ing, “The Lord works in mysterious
ways.”

One thing is for sure; everything
is born and every living thing dies.

But somewhere out there, opos-
sums are celebrating an early
Thanksgiving!

Since EHD
causes excessive
dehydration,
this makes the
carcass less
appealing to
turkey vultures.

From our readers
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Julie Hill of Brooklyn caught this butterfly on camera last week as
sunny skies and autumn-like temperatures have settled over the area.
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A postcard discovery
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" Attic & Hearth
~A Look Back~

By Michelle McLemore

Often, we look at postcards
as memories of specific des-
tinations or fascinating struc-
tures. The photographer of
this card, collected by Dr.
James Wilkens, Jr., had a dif-
ferent focus. Instead of a ver-
tical shot of the actual twin
towers in the Irish Hills, or
one from the top looking out
over the lakes, our photogra-
pher observes the base: the
stone steps leading the
viewer’s eye to the vanishing
point near the center. The
rough stone edges contrast

Motor cars enabled jour-
neys. The word “sight-see-
ing” seems redundant.
Perhaps for many it should
be “site-seeing.” You know
the people that rush to get to
a spot, take a deluge of self-
ies and photos, and then
rush to the next spot as if
touring has become a new
Olympic competitive sport.
And yet, intentional slowing
down to observe surround-
ings—the natural as well as
man-made—requires actual
“sight-seeing.” Too often, his-

- g —— e s OB with the smooth cement step-  torically and still today, it is
' ‘1 et : g ping surface and the fuzzed unfortunately normal to move
.r . gk TR tree branches and leaves in and motor through our lives
=1 the distance. without noticing, without truly

—_—— s , el N . The parked cars mirror the  observing, what is around us.

By the looks of the parking lot, it was another busy day at the Irish Hills Twin Towers on U.S. 12. Photo courtesy
Sandy and Dr. James Wilkens.

Attention! Do you have memories, artifacts, or photos of the business today known a “Poppa’s Place” in Brooklyn?
Stop in Wednesday, Nov. 18th between 4 and 5 p.m. to share with Michelle or email her at heartofthewalk@gmail.com.
If you have other photos, scrapbooks, postcards, or other historical items that may be shared, we would love to
see them. Email The Exponent office at exponews@theexponent.com. In the subject line, please note for “Attic &
Hearth” or “For Michelle” and include your name, types of material to share, and contact information in the message.

o "

people parked on the
benches looking back and
out. Beyond the stillness,
there is almost a whisper of a
slight breeze in the trees or
muffled laughter and clatter
of dishes floating across from
the Tower Café (left) fated for
a brief life of only three years
before burning down in 1931.

Perhaps you will discover a
favorite spot to walk or sit in
these remaining weeks of fall
while the brilliant colors still
adorn the trees. | challenge
you to “sightsee” and share
the extraordinary in the ordi-
nary with others.

‘Site rentals:
$410.00

Now Accepting Pre-Owned Homes. Single Wides and Sectionals.
Ideal Retirement “A MUST-SEE".
Choice lots going fast!

Adjacent to:

e McCourtie Park
: Elarftlpts)ll(;::eelrescuelTwp. hall & Country Lake
. y Atmosphere

County National Bank

Close by:
e Restaurants e Golf Courses

* Meckley’s Flavor Fruit farms ¢ Churches
* Michigan International * Adrian
Speedway * Beauty Salons
* Hardware Store * Dollar General
* Shopping: Brooklyn,  Chiropractor
Jackson, Hillsdale, Jonesville °« The Crossings
Shopping Center

On Site Natural Gas, Cable/Telephone & Water/Sewer
All Underground utilities * Paved Streets * Attached garages

(Y'Y

Rolling Woods
Home sites

% Somerset Modular Home Sales, Inc.
Custom Modular Home “Turn Key” Packages

Somersetmodularhomes.com

- Taue
B SR
A
; P %W Barbara Nelson
%~ 42851U.8.12 Owner

S Somersethomes@comcast.net
Single Wides ,

12851 U.S. 12
Somerset Center, MI 49282 P.O. Box 85

Ranch/Capes/2-Story sites * Paved Drives & Walks Sectionals L 50 years of Satisfied Customers
Landscaped ¢ Porch-decks Modulars g 1-800-552-1902  Fax 517-688-3008

15 minutes from Jackson, Hillsdale, & Adrian

SOMERSET GENT'RE ESTATES

Monday- Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

51 1 - 6 8 8 - 9 2 1 6 Evenings and Saturdays by appointment.




