
By John Hummer
Editor

McCourtie Park in Somerset Township, with its 17 artistic his-
toric bridges as a backdrop, was the site of a unique sports
event May 21-24 called the Lynette Tenaglia Memorial Run,
which included a 72-hour race, a 48-hour race, a 24-hour race,
a 5k, and a 1-mile fun run. 

Rich Tenaglia, 51, of Canton, is the race director. The event
is in honor of his deceased mother, Lynette Tenaglia, to raise
money for the charity set up in her name, Lynette’s Love. He
says he wants to make the races an annual event. Rich is also
the president/CEO of Lynette’s Love.

Lynette’s Love is devoted to advancing research, support, and
solutions that help fight cognitive diseases and improve the lives
of those affected by them. The Lynette’s Love Foundation hon-
ors the life and strength of Lynette Tenaglia by providing finan-
cial assistance, advocacy, and compassionate support to
individuals and families affected by hydrocephalus and other
neurological disorders. Inspired by her resilience and generos-
ity, the organization ensures that no family faces neurological
illness alone.

The 72-hour race started that Thursday (May 21); the 48-hour
race kicked off Friday, and the 24-hour race began Saturday
morning. They all ended around the same time on Sunday
morning. The 5k and 1-mile fun run were done on Sunday as
well.

“The race is to raise money for neurological disorders, but pri-
marily hydrocephalus, since my mother had it her whole life,
then later in life, my father also got it,” Rich shared.

One woman came from Africa – Ethiopia, to be exact – to par-
ticipate in the event. An exchange student from Spain and her
host mother participated. Others came from coast to coast in
the United States. 

For the longer races, if a competitor reaches the 100-mile
mark, they get a thick metal belt buckle. Two athletes reached
the 100-mile goal during this event. Jeff Mikesell of West Virginia
finished his 81st 100-mile race. Vincent Ma of California com-

pleted his 70th 100-mile race.
Rich says that for those doing

the longer races, they run or
walk through the night. They
wear a headband with a light on
it to see where they’re going.

Rich’s girlfriend, Amanda
Head, is the vice president of
Lynette’s Love. She did a lion’s
share of the administrative work

Story and photos
By John Hummer

Editor
The revised draft of a Co-

lumbia Charter Township
Short-term Rental Ordinance
was presented to the Columbia
Charter Township Board by
township staff for discussion at
its May 18 board meeting. At
that meeting, the board heard
many concerns and complaints
about specific short-term
rentals operating in the town-
ship, as well as from two short-
term rental landlords with
concerns about such an ordi-
nance.

The revised ordinance lan-
guage states, in part, under
Section 1-E, “The township
has received concerns involv-
ing excessive noise, disorderly
conduct, overcrowding, traffic,
keyholing, congestion, and
parking at short-term rental
properties, as well as the po-
tential loss of neighborhood
character due to the number of
short-term rentals in the town-
ship.”

The ordinance continues, in
Section 1-F, “The provisions of
this ordinance are necessary to
prevent the continued burden
placed upon county and town-
ship services and impacts on
residential neighborhoods
posed by short-term rental
homes.”

Township Supervisor Barry
Marsh started the discussion,
stating, “We’ve been working
with residents on both sides
trying to come up with what I
like to call a ‘reasonable bal-
ance.’ It is shaped by input
from a number of residents.
We won’t have answers that
will satisfy everybody, but
we’re doing our best to come
up with what we think is a rea-
sonable balance.”

Treasurer John Calhoun
commented that the ordinance
boils down to protecting the
character of the community. “If
you exceed a certain number
of rentals, you lose the charac-
ter of the community,” he
stated. “I want to see some
kind of analysis – whether the
board comes up with it or
whether there is a state law.”

Marsh noted, in reply, “We
didn’t have guidance on a spe-
cific number before, so would
we like to see Brittany [Stein]
go back as soon as possible
and dust off the language to-
wards putting in limits?

Township attorney Eric

White interjected, “I think
you’re going to have a difficult
time delineating the bound-
aries of what the limit would be
for,” he said. “It’s a policy deci-
sion. Whether it survives a
challenge, one never knows.
You have to have some ra-
tional basis to do that.”

There will likely be further re-
visions to the ordinance and
possible action on it at the
township’s June 15 board
meeting.

What some township resi-
dents said about the pro-
posed short-term rental
ordinance

Roger Lyons of Lincoln Drive
stated during public comment
that he is a landlord. “I am not
in favor of a rental program,”
he said. “I can only tell you that
any issues between my renters
and my neighbors are usually
settled between my neighbors
and me, the landlord. I would
only like to think that we, as
landlords, can settle any dis-
putes. You have enough rules
in effect with nuisance rules,
time, crowds, and parking on
the streets. I would think that
you could call a member of law
enforcement to get the cars
moved and/or to make things a
little bit different. I call it com-
mon sense.”

Landon Cathers of South
Woodland Drive identified him-
self as the owner of a short-
term rental. “I appreciate some
of the concerns brought here,”
he stated. “I would work closely
with the neighbors to try to ad-
dress some of the concerns.
But some of the things I want
to make sure that the board is
aware of before voting [on or-
dinance approval] is that most
short-term rentals – whether
Airbnb or VRBO – are already
rented out a year in advance.
So, some of these restrictions
would make cancellations im-
mediately if the implementation
is right away. Also, if those that
are operating, for example,
larger properties – one was
brought up today – if they’re fi-
nancially not able to keep op-
erating, they might have to sell.
Something that the board may
want to consider is grandfa-
thering certain rental properties
or imposing certain conditions
on the restrictions. I don’t think
most short-term renters are op-
posed to what you guys are try-
ing to do here – there are just
some restrictions that it seems

like are unfairly applied to
short-term rentals versus
homeowner residents. My
biggest concern is the 10-max
limit – it seems like an arbitrary
max of 10.

Arthur Sconochia made a
point about enforcing short-
term rental rules. “I think [the
board] has put a tremendous
amount of work into this, but at
the same time, I’m concerned
about how you would be able
to enforce the rules. I think
there is probably time [of law
enforcement] better spent else-
where.”

Trisha Miller read a letter to
the township regarding a short-
term rental operating in her
neighborhood, “functioning
more like a commercial hotel
than a residential home. The
home is advertised as sleeping
27 people,” she stated. “The
situation has become urgent
due to the unusually high num-
ber of occupants regularly
staying at the property and the
growing impact on surrounding

residents. We seem to be call-
ing the police on a weekly
basis to enforce the rental
rules, which is becoming a bur-
den on the police department.
This is not a typical vacation
rental. The property is hosting
large groups at a frequency
and scale that appear inconsis-
tent with the residential nature
of our neighborhood – and po-
tentially beyond safe and lawful
occupancy limits. Increased
traffic, noise, parking conges-
tion, and strain on a private
road that’s maintained by the
residents. Public safety con-
cerns have significantly af-
fected nearby homeowners.”
Miller went on to say that the
home is effectively operating
as a high-capacity lodging
business within a residential
zone without the infrastructure,
oversight, or safeguards nor-
mally required of hotels or
commercial properties. Waiting
months for a broader ordi-
nance discussion for future pol-
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Columbia officials address
short-term rental problems

Columbia Central High School track and field ath-
lete Zack Johnson checks his finish during the
Michigan High School Athletic Association’s Divi-
sion 3 state finals at Kent City High School, Satur-
day. See inside for sports results from the area.

Young entrepreneur Evelyn Essenmacher, 8, of Lake Columbia, gives a sample of her special honey lemonade to
Brooklyn’s Sean Henderson during Art in the Park last Thursday at Weatherwax Park in downtown Brooklyn.
PHOTO BY JOHN HUMMER

Above, Columbia Charter Township resident Faith Bull
brought concerns to the township board about a large short-
term rental on the road (Maple Lane) on which she and her
family live. “This has gotten to the point that my family has
decided that we’re going to start looking elsewhere to live,”
she said.

ULTRA 
MARATHON 

Coordinators and one participant of Lynette Tenaglia Me-
morial Run, from left: Shaina Kulczycki, parks coordinator,
Somerset Township; Glenda Damaske, 72-hour race partic-
ipant; Amanda Head, vice president, Lynette’s Love; and
Rich Tenaglia, president/CEO, Lynette’s Love.

Open for business

McCourtie Park

Multi-day races held to support
brain and neurological disorders



By John Hummer
Editor

Approximately 60 residents
gathered Saturday, May 16, at
Frog Holler Farm for the fifth
community meeting hosted by
the group Irish Hills Concerned
Citizens regarding concerns
about the proposed gravel
mine adjacent to Watkins Lake
State Park and County Pre-
serve. An additional 17-plus
people attended via Zoom,
with seven more participating
remotely from the Jackson Dis-
trict Library. 

The proposed mining project

has generated growing public
attention because of its proxim-
ity to Watkins Lake State Park
and County Preserve, an area
known for hiking, paddling,
birding, wetlands, forests, and
scenic rural landscapes. The
packed turnout reflected grow-
ing community concerns about
the proposal and its potential
impacts on nearby residents,
public lands, and local roads.

Since Norvell Township re-
ceived the application, commu-
nity members have raised
concerns about potential im-
pacts, including dust, emis-

sions, noise, truck traffic, road
safety, water quality, wildlife
habitat, and the long-term in-
dustrialization of the surround-
ing area.

The featured presentation at
the gathering focused on con-
cerns related to haul truck traf-
fic and potential public health
and quality of life impacts
along proposed haul routes. At-
tendees also participated in
small group discussions ad-
dressing community priorities,
public outreach, fundraising,
and next steps in the township
review process.

In a related effort, IHCC has
been gathering signed peti-
tions to demonstrate broad
public opposition to the pro-
posed mine and to show local
officials and the
wider community
how many resi-
dents and prop-
erty owners are
concerned about
the project and
its potential im-
pacts. To date,
the IHCC has
collected over 1,050 petitions
that they plan on presenting
soon to the Norvell Township
board and planning commis-
sion.

In another effort, IHCC at-
tended the State Parks Advi-
sory Commission (PAC) online
meeting on April 22. The PAC
formed a subcommittee to do a
site visit and draft a letter for
consideration by the full com-
mittee at its next meeting on
June 17.

“Hundreds of people have
attended our meetings, signed
petitions, put up yard signs,
and shown up at township
meetings,” said IHCC Presi-
dent Sybil Kolon. “There are so
many good reasons for that
support – the proposed mine
threatens Watkins and Hayes
state parks, would snarl traffic
and cause accidents along the
haul route, and our rural char-
acter and lake life in the Irish
Hills would be severely dimin-
ished. This mine is a bad idea
on so many levels, and we will
continue to share these con-
cerns with Norvell Township of-
ficials to convince them they
have every right, as well as the
responsibility, to deny this

mine.”
The meeting also included

updates on legal strategy, ex-
pert testimony, fundraising ef-
forts, and community

organizing. IHCC announced
the retention of attorney Dan
Bock of Fahey Schultz Burzych
Rhodes PLC to assist with
legal and technical matters re-
lated to the proposed mine.

The next IHCC community
meeting will be Saturday, June
13, at 10:30 a.m. at WellWise
Area Agency on Aging, 107
Chicago Street in Brooklyn.

IHCC is a non-
profit community
o r g a n i z a t i o n
formed to protect
Watkins Lake
State Park and
County Preserve
and its birds and
wildlife, and to
preserve the rural

character of the surrounding
region. Residents interested in
learning more, volunteering, or
supporting ongoing efforts are
encouraged to
visit IHCCinfo.org.
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Brooklyn Living Center 
Senior Apartments 

(517) 592-2828

We offer: 
    • Social Events 
    • Musical Performances 
    • Bible Studies and Church 
      Services 
    • Exercise Classes and Walking 
      Club 
    • Dinner Parties and Dining Out 
    • Shopping And Museums  
    • Cards, Games and Bingo 
    • Service Clubs, Crafters Club, and 
      Book Club 
    • And More

Call or Drop in for a Tour and Information

Living Where It’s Easy 
To Have Company and 

Make Friends

Dale A Robert
Agent

Bus: 517-536-8521
dale@dalerobert.net
www.dalerobert.net

6608 Brooklyn Road
Jackson, MI 49201

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty company,
State farm General insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual insturance Company of texas, State farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Floida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Your local agent
for home & auto

ARTESIAN WELLS GARAGE 
Levi & Lisa Haas, Prop. 

GOOD WORK WINS GOOD WILL 
 

• Towing 24 Hours • Brakes • Oil Changes         

• New & Used Tires • Overall Vehicle Repair 

18696 U.S. 127 • 517-206-6728 • Cement City MI

Brooklyn 
Presbyterian 

Church
2026 

Vacation Bible
School

June 22-25  
8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m

Children ages 4 through 5th grade are invited

to join us for an exciting and enriching VBS ex-

perience at Brooklyn Presbyterian Church.

Mark your calendars and prepare for a time of fun,

learning and spiritual growth. Whether you’re a  reg-

ular attendee or new to the community, all are wel-

come to participate in this wonderful event!

Registration now open for students and volunteers!

Scan the QR code to register

Save the Date!

Group meets to continue fighting proposed mine

“This mine is a bad idea
on so many levels . . .”

Sybil Kolon, 
President, Irish Hills Concerned Citizens

Strategy session: Bob Martiny (foreground, back to camera) makes a point about the pro-
posed gravel mine at the last IHCC meeting while he has the undivided attention of (center,
from left) Rebecca Michaluk, Judith Hocking, and Jim Hocking. Joe Crisante (head down
with baseball cap) is to the left of Michaluk. PHOTO COURTESY IHCC

Thomas Jacob Dennis, Clarklake, and
Gabrielle Louise Baker, Clarklake;
Mitchell Ryan Ziebold, Howell, and Mag-
gie Marie Tucker, Grass Lake;
Christian Sterling Mason, Jackson, and
Haley Mekenzy Marco, Southbend, IN;
Benjamin David Whitcomb, Jackson, and
Haide Bontilao Richmond, Jackson;
Hannah Elizabeth Heers, Jackson, and
John Christopher Day, Jackson;
Steven Lake Ansley, Hanover, and  Hale
Jade-Margaret Gonzales, Hanover;

Deandre Lamar Rivers, Jackson, and
Lashawn Hendricks, Jackson;
Ciara Danielle Rogers, Jackson, and
Daniel James Johnson, Jackson;
Jeremy Lloyd Stephenson, Rives Junc-
tion, and Brandi Louise Bell, Rives Junc-
tion;
Darian Maxwell Mann, Beech Grove, IN,
and Summer Lee Schade, Beech Grove,
IN;
Alyssa Susan-Bailey Browner, Jackson,
and Johnnie Eugene Ebright Jr., Lansing;

Mariah Lee Grange, Jackson, and Tyler
John Balko, Jackson;
Stefanie Lynn Mcvay, Brooklyn, and
Stephen Ray Halcomb, Brooklyn;
Robyn Lyn Anes, Jackson, and Cassidy
Rae Cecott, Jackson;
Brian Walter Anderson, Jackson, and
Amanda Dee Shaw, Jackson;

Marriage licenses
Cierra Sowle, Jackson County clerk, reports the following recent recorded marriage license applications:

Mel Cure presented the American flag during Memo-

rial Day festivities in Cement City. The village’s pa-

rade is a local favorite. Photo courtesy Tim Wheaton.

Cement City celebrates

icy decisions leaves my neighbors and me without protection.
Miller asked the township board to investigate the property’s current

occupancy practices immediately, determine whether current occupant
levels apply to fire code, septic capacity, zoning regulations, and any ex-
isting township ordinances. She also asked the board to enforce any ap-
plicable occupancy or nuisance violations without delay and consider
temporary emergency measures if the property poses safety concerns.
“Common sense governance would tell us 30 occupants don’t belong in
a residential neighborhood,” she said. “If you look anywhere else across
short-term rentals in Michigan, 10 is typically what the maximum occu-
pancy levels are set at.”

Heather Lee is a property owner on Maple Lane Drive near a large
short-term rental dwelling. She asked the board to consider adding
“preservation of [neighborhood] character” to the standards. “The prop-
erty at 1265 Maple Lane currently advertises a capacity of 27 guests,”
adding that over 30 people recently stayed at the house. “Based on my
research, a rental of that size . . . should be classified as a commercial
establishment rather than a short-term rental. How is this level of occu-
pancy permitted on a small, private drive? She questioned. “How is the
commercial functioning of this property permitted in a residential area?”
She asked the board to immediately investigate the usage of 1265 Maple
Lane, as well as promptly approve and publish a short-term rental ordi-
nance.

Faith Bull lives just down the street from 1265 Maple Lane and stated
there were 40 people from a race team that recently stayed there. “This
has gotten to the point that my family has decided that we’re going to
start looking elsewhere to live,” she stated as she teared up, noting that
some college-age boys were waving at her two-year-old daughter. “That
is weird – go do something else.

“I understand there are some people who are landlords and that they
are doing their due diligence,” she continued. “But we reached out to the
owner of this specific property to say, ‘Hey, these are the issues,’ and he
pretty much told us to go shove it. That’s not being a respectful landlord.
I call the police every single weekend. One weekend, I had drunk kids in
my yard, and they woke up my two young children. Then I’m standing
out there putting my life in danger – because I don’t know them – telling
them to get off my lawn. They wouldn’t . . . It’s getting ridiculous. When
you have 40 people staying in a house, I felt more comfortable sleeping
in a hotel this weekend than I did in my own home. That’s just not right.”

The Columbia Charter Township board approved at its May 18
meeting: the purchase of cyber insurance at a yearly cost of $7,204;
a special land use permit, with conditions stated in the application, for
Lakeside Market at 2025 Ocean Beach Drive to allow on-site food
and beverage service, including a Class 1 restaurant for small bites,
pizza, take-out, and delivery service and a Class 2 Tavern for on-site
alcohol consumption; a special land use permit for 1150 Stahl
Drive/1198 DeSales Drive for a new 1,200 square-foot single-story,
four-bedroom dwelling unit with walkout basement for a rectory to pro-
vide housing for two Oblate priests assigned full-time at Camp De-
Sales and housing for 1-2 more visiting priests; the purchase of 100
grinder pump systems for $237,000; a new meter for the Cady Road
lift station at a cost of $20,000; 2026 Lake Columbia paving projects,
and a Vineyard Lake paving project.

Notes from township meeting
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to put the event on. “People
who come to us, if they have
any neurological disorder, they
can apply for funding,” she
stated. “We don’t just service
hydrocephalus; we service all
neurological disorders.”

At the age of 22, shortly after
having her second child,

Lynette Tenaglia was diag-
nosed with hydrocephalus,
commonly known as water on
the brain, and was given two
weeks to live. Lynette lived for
43 years more and underwent
over 80 surgeries, the majority
of which were brain operations,
over the course of her life. She
was in constant pain and
agony and was always in and
out of the hospital.

The website for Lynette’s
Love states: “Lynette was dealt
one of the toughest hands pos-
sible, yet she never com-
plained, hardly ever showed
her pain, and always put every
single person in her life above
herself. For those fortunate
enough to have met her, she is
the strongest and kindest per-
son they have ever met. There
are not many people in this
world who can go through what
she did and always have a
smile on their face. She was
truly one of a kind. She never
once complained. She never
asked, “Why me?” She always
smiled. And she was always
the first to help anyone in
need.”

Hydrocephalus is a neuro-
logical condition where there is

an abnormal accumulation of
cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) within
the brain’s cavities (water on
the brain). This excess fluid
puts harmful pressure on brain
tissue, which can lead to symp-
toms like headaches, difficulty
walking, cognitive decline, and
urinary incontinence. It often
begins in infants and young
children who experience an en-
largement of the head, which
sometimes causes brain dam-
age. 

“It causes a lot of pressure,
you get migraines, you can’t
think, and sometimes you get
dizzy spells,” explained Rich.

For the races, there were
two loops participants could
take – a 1.08-mile or a half-mile
loop around the park. Four
people did the 72-hour race.

“When you do long distance,
someone says it’s like trauma
bonding,” Rich stated. “Most
people who do long distances
have something troublesome
in their lives. So, when they
run, they might say, ‘My feet
are wet, but at least I’m not
homeless.’ That puts things
into perspective.”

Rich is an ultramarathon
competitor himself and has

done a 100-mile run in all 50
states. “It took me a little over
three years to run a 100-mile
race in every state,” he said,
adding that some have been
mountain races, others desert
races. He is a candidate for the
Guinness World Records.

Rich now lives back in Can-
ton, where he grew up, so he
can take care of his dad. He
graduated from Plymouth-
Salem High School in 1993. He
is now retired, having been a
paramedic in both Detroit and
Flint.

Rich expressed his deepest
gratitude to Somerset Town-
ship for providing McCourtie
Park and its rathskeller facility
at no cost for the event. 

Amanda noted that folks
from the Hydrocephalus Foun-
dation in Maryland came to the
event to support the cause and
engage with participants as
well.

For more information, visit
lynetteslove.org or call Amanda
Head at 734-899-0520.

“We never know our last mo-
ment, so live life the best you
can,” Rich left us with.

Lynette’s Love . . . continued from page 1
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since 1923

Made in the U.S.A.  

Modern Day Central 
vacuums 

Here at Rowell’s we can  
upgrade your existing unit or  
install an entirely new system 

10 Year warranty 

Free Estimate 
637 E.  Michigan Ave, 

Jackson 
517-789-7566 

Monday 10am-6am 
Tuesday 9am-5am 

Wednesday10am-6am

Lake Columbia SAD process
questioned by lake resident

Under public comment during Columbia Charter Town-
ship’s May meeting, Mary Jordan stated she would like
a formal policy for special assessment districts. She pre-
sented an example from Bloomfield Township. “One
thing that was noted around the lake with all the SADs
was that there was an individual who put herself as the
lead to pursue all the SADs around the lake. 

“There were a number of residents that were not prop-
erly informed; there were no proper mailings of notifica-
tions for meetings that residents should partake in to
make sure what they’re going to be taxed as is under-
stood. The only notifications people were given later
were ‘they could find it in the Exponent.’ That’s not suffi-
cient for our public if you’re going to be affected by taxes
and changes . . . This just doesn’t seem clean and con-
cise for our residents. I understand the purpose of SADs
and being a good option, but I think there should be a
better policy for the residents as this proceeds.

“I know the person who took the lead across Lake Co-
lumbia. She was not a representative of the POA (Prop-
erty Owners Association). The POA has taken a firm
stance; they are not responsible for any of the SADs. So,
she misrepresented herself – that is not proper and
should be clarified on SADs going forward.”

Roger Lyons also spoke about other township roads
that he says were left in poor shape as a result of
rerouted construction traffic last year, specifically Reed
Road and Hyde Road. “Those roads, along with the
roads around the lake, are in very poor shape,” he
stated. “I would certainly like this board to attack the
county and/or the state to get those roads redone and
resurfaced on a timely basis.”

Mary Jordan stated she would like a formal policy for special as-
sessment districts in the township, noting that there were a num-
ber of residents she says were not properly informed regarding
recent township road SADs.

Art in the Park

Above, left: Kristy Faust and her puppy,
Blue, an 11-week-old Berna-doodle en-
joyed Art in the Park in Brooklyn last
week. Kristy is the owner of Faust House
at Manitou beach, a scrap, craft and art
supply outlet. Art in the Park is being held
in Brooklyn every fourth Thursday
through the summer.

Top: Sheryl Schacht embraces her friend
Abe Galnares after dancing up a storm to
tunes played by the Jim Dandy Band at
last Thursday’s Art in the Park at Weath-
erwax Park in downtown Brooklyn.
Schacht and Galnares are both from
Adrian.

Left: Darrell Ward plays the keyboard (and
rhythm guitar) for the Jim Dandy Band
which entertained the crowd at Brooklyn’s
first Art in the Park last Thursday at
Weatherwax Park. 

PHOTOS BY JOHN HUMMER
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Pinetree Antiques & More

Different Merchandise Weekly
Good rental rates ~ good store location make this a wonderful experience

Full Line of Antiques
and Collectibles

129 N. MAIN STREET • ON THE SQUARE • BROOKLYN

Open Daily 10 to 5 • For information call 592-3808

Larry Helber, Proprietor
Open 7 Days 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

12939 S. M-50, Brooklyn MI 49230

(517) 592-4218 

email helberlarry@gmail.com

By Michelle McLemore
Staff writer

     Onsted schools are wrap-
ping up their school year with
multiple enrichment activities
across all grade levels and
special recognitions.
     Alexa Hubbard, senior, re-
ported to the school board that
the elementary school took a
trip to the hands-on museums
and planetarium. The middle
school is soon to travel to
Washington, D.C., and the high
school’s upcoming graduation
commencement speaker will
be veteran elementary teacher
Terri Mapes. 
     Senior student James
Overton also addressed the
Board at the May meeting to
share his work-experience pro-
gram at Napoleon Stone
Quarry. Overton encouraged
the board to maintain work
study options as it increased
his self-confidence, gave him
real-world learning and skills,
as well as the chance to make
some money while earning 1.5
credits. 
     Elementary students visited
State Representative Nancy
Jenkins-Arno at the capitol on
May 20, and the third grade will
visit the Wooden Old Stone
Schoolhouse on May 27-28.
Recently, each high school
senior was adopted by a com-
munity member and given a
graduation gift basket. 
     Tami Barth organized a
school support unit to walk in
the Onsted Memorial Day Pa-
rade wearing Wildcat gear. The
decision was based on rallying
the Wildcat spirit, and Barth
wrote, “to come together and
remind ourselves and our com-
munity that Onsted Schools is
still a great place to be, with
amazing students, parents,
teachers, and staff!” The group
carried a banner titled, “ ‘The
Heart of the Town Beats in Our
Schools! We Love Onsted!”
     Inclusion Champion Awards
were presented by Special Ed-
ucation Teacher Jennifer
Smith, parapro Melinda Cour-
ington, and at risk parapro Ash-
ley Tracey to three district staff
members for their outstanding
service to special needs stu-
dents. The three employees
recognized were Tiffani Van-
Sickle, Terri Puckett, and
Jaime Mykeloff.
     Band Instructor Mykeloff
also took 48 band members
and their families to New York

City on April 15-19. Mykeloff
noted, “The students started in
sixth-grade band to fundraise
for this trip and boy did they get
their money’s worth (and their
steps in) on this trip!”
     In addition to performing on
the deck of the USS Intrepid
aircraft carrier, they toured the
Museum of Airplanes, Space-
craft, and Submarines. Other
touring sites included the Na-
tional History Museum, the

9/11 museum, the Statue of
Liberty, Ellis Island, Liberty
Church, and the burial sites of
Alexander and Eliza Hamilton. 
     Mykeloff also shared, “Our
group rode  an elevator in the
NBC Observation tower 1,776
feet above the city, strolled
through Central Park, toured
Radio City Music Hall, and met
with a Rockette.” The group
also saw Wicked performed on
Broadway and made many

other memories. 
     Mykeloff is grateful to all
who helped make the trip pos-
sible. She invites anyone for
more information on the next
NYC trip in 2030 or to be part
of the Wildcat band family to
contact her at mykeloff.j@onst-
edschools.us. 

Scholarship recipients awarded by the Educational Foundation for Columbia Schools. Front, from left: Rylee Knapp,
Audrey Corbett, Peyton Huston, Kelsey Fausz, Mikaela Talbot, and Ava Free. Back, from left: Emma Free, Evan DeOss,
Greyson Agnello, Brody Denning, Jonas Maki, Adam Senkewitz, Kolie Brown, Garrett Denney, and Conor Rentfrow.
Courtesy photo.

Numerous awards were presented by the Educational Foundation for Columbia Schools, and the story can be found
on page B8.

Three Onsted staff members were recognized with “Inclusion Champion” awards. Tiffani
VanSickle (at left) is acknowledged by parapro Ashley Tracy, and at-risk parapro Melinda
Courington. Photo by Michelle McLemore.

As part of their NYC performance and city tour, the Onsted Band toured the Perelman Per-
forming Arts Center. Photo courtesy of Jaime Mykeloff.

Florist

& Greenhouse

Florist

& Greenhouse
3250 Wolf Lake Road  Grass Lake MI  522-5050

Monday-Friday 9-6  Saturday 9-3  Sunday closed

designsbyjudyflowers.com

   
 
  
 
 

 
A 501(c)(3) organization dedicated  

to supporting local non-profit  
groups in our community 

 

111 E Michigan Ave 
Open 10 to 5 Tues-Sat 
(517) 522-8514 
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Scholars awarded

Onsted Schools

Wrapping up on a positive note

The Onsted Band performed on the deck of the USS Intrepid aircraft carrier as part of their
New York City tour. Photo courtesy of Jaime Mykeloff.



By John Hummer
Editor

A traffic stop in the Village of
Brooklyn last week resulted in
the arrest of two Brooklyn res-
idents for separate crimes.

On Tuesday, May 26, at ap-
proximately 2:30 a.m. Colum-
bia Charter Township Police
Department made a traffic stop
on a vehicle at the intersection
of Main Street and Michigan
Street in the Village of Brook-
lyn for a motor vehicle code vi-
olation.

The officer identified the
driver as 36-year-old David
Farmer Jr. of Brooklyn and the

passenger as 32-year-old
Shea Hopper of Brooklyn.
Farmer was not properly li-
censed to be driving a motor
vehicle and was on a pre-trial
release bond for previous
crimes not related to this inci-
dent.

As the officer furthered the
investigation, evidence of nar-
cotics possession was ob-
served in the vehicle. A total of
47 grams of methampheta-
mine was located as a result of
the traffic stop.

Farmer and Hopper were
both arrested and lodged at
the Jackson County jail.
Farmer was lodged for violat-
ing his pre-trial release bond.
Hopper was lodged for pos-
session of the narcotics. 

Later that day, a police re-
port was forwarded to the
Jackson County Prosecutor’s
Office for review of criminal
charges. Following the review,
Hopper was charged with pos-
session of a controlled sub-

stance with the intent to de-
liver, a felony punishable by up
to 20 years in prison. The in-
vestigation regarding Farmer’s
involvement continues. Hopper
and Farmer were arrested for
similar activity in the Village of
Brooklyn in June of 2025.

Last Wednesday, May 27,
both Farmer and Hopper were
brought before the court. Cur-

rently, Hopper remains at the
Jackson County Jail on
$10,000.00 cash or surety
bond. Farmer has admitted to
the pre-trial release bond vio-
lation and remains at the Jack-
son County Jail as well.

Napoleon Township Police
Department assisted at the
scene of the arrest. 
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David 
Farmer Jr.

Shea Hopper

WE THANK EVERYONE FOR THEIR SUPPORT.

Irish Hills Knights of Columbus 
Council 6223

SPONSOR LIST 
Brooklyn Moose #2651 
General RV Center 
Greenblade One 
McAuliffe’s Meats 
 
SILENT AUCTION  
CONTRIBUTORS 
Debbie Benedict  
Marie Bonkowski 
Mickey Cantos “MC 
Creations” 

Betty Currie 
Cindy Czubko 
Deb Falk 
Bill and Dodie Gainsley 
John and Denise 
Genereaux 
Liz and Matt Girdham 
Jeannie Hausmann 
Anna Mae Holland 
Pam Johnson 
Cindy Kirk 
Joyce Kontyko 

Chuck and Dee Kortas 
Ray Leggett 
Annette Maddox 
Diane Marcero 
Liz Platt 
Bunny Polisarski 
Peggy Romeo 
Rebecca Snider 
 
 
 
 

     By: Barbara Mikulski

Annual Men's Retreat  
Ave Maria Radio 990 AM 
Brooklyn Food Pantry  
Camp Sancta Maria 
Care Pregnancy Center 
Catholic Charities  
Christmas In July (for all our  
military)  
Columbia Fire Department  
(program for kids)  
G.K. Chesterson School 
Good Shepherd Radio 1510 AM 
Holy Cross Children's Services  
Lenawee Youth Center (Adrian) 

March for Life in Washington DC  
Morality in Media  
Rainbow House  
Right-to-Life of Michigan  
Right-to-Life of Lenawee County  
Sacred Heart School  
Sacred Heart Major Seminary 
Scholarship Program  
Scrap Drive 
Sisters of Mary, Mother of the 
Eucharist (Ann Arbor) 
Sisters of Life 
Special Olympics  
St. Louis Center  

St. Luke's Clinic  
Stuff the Stocking 
Thomas More Law Center  
Tiny Purpose (support for women who  
have lost babies)  
Together We Can Make a Difference  
VA in Ann Arbor  
Wheelchair Ramps (materials and  
installation)  
WILWIN Lodge at Cygnet Cove  
(American Legion)

Thank you for participating in our annual raffle. The money we 
make from this event allows us to help a variety of causes and fill 
many needs. Besides our involvement here at St. Joseph Shrine, 
these are some of the other projects we support:

Each one of us can make a difference. Together we make changes.

Thank 
You

650 Egan Highway On the South Shore of Beautiful Wamplers Lake
Phone: 517-467-4700   Fax: 517-467-7848

www.JerrysPub.com 
Serving the community for 47 years

Open Wed-Sun 11am
Kitchen closes Wed & Thurs 8 pm; Sun at 8 pm; Fri & Sat 9:30 pm

Live 
Entertainment

Karaoke
Fridays 7:30 pm

Come to the lake

GREAT DRINK and delicious lunch & dinner SPECIALS DAILY

Lakefront

Deck now

Open!

LakefrontDeck nowOpen!

James William
Nichols, 89, of Jack-
son, passed away
on Wednesday,
April 22, 2026, at
Otterbein Senior
Living Community.
Jim’s family and
friends will gather
on Thursday, June
4, 2026, from 10
a.m. to 11 a.m. at
Lutheran Church of the Lakes.
His funeral service will follow at
11 a.m. Pastor Rev. Jim Weist
will officiate. A private inter-
ment of ashes will take place
at a later date at the Macon

Cemetery.
He was born on Oc-

tober 2, 1936, in
Toledo, Ohio, to Jack
Nichols and Blanche
(Eurenius) Barrett. He
will be remembered as
a fun-loving man who
enjoyed bowling, golf,
music, reading, collect-
ing, and working on an-
tique cars. Jim was

also a founding member of the
Lutheran Church of the Lakes.
He graduated from Tecumseh
High School and Adrian Col-
lege with a bachelor’s degree
in administration. Jim spent his

career in trucking logistics. He
also enjoyed traveling, camp-
ing, and board games. Jim at-
tended as many sporting
events as possible to support
his children. He was always
available to them for any of
their needs. Jim will be missed
by all who knew and loved him. 

In 2009, Jim married Helen
(Mitchell) Rickard, and she
survives. Also surviving are his
children, Doug Nichols, Debbie
(Bob) Wahr, and Darlene Bell;
stepchildren, Guy Rickard,
Gloria Russell, and Arvilla
Ashenfelter; a sister, Lois
Kline; grandchildren,

Stephanie Blanchard, Gwen
Bell, and Eric (Laura Taylor)
Wahr; and many beloved ex-
tended family members. He
was preceded in death by his
wife of 51 years and the
mother of his children, Anne
(Bailey) Nichols; his parents,
and sisters, Marilyn Nichols
and Susan Nowak. 

Memorial contributions are
suggested to the Lutheran
Church of the Lakes. Please
leave a message of comfort for
Jim’s family or sign his guest-
book at www.EinederFuneral-
Homes.com.

James William Nichols

Jim Nichols

Kathleen Diane
Mildred Johnson,
68, of Onsted,
passed away
peacefully at home
with family gathered
around her on Sun-
day, May 24, 2026.
Kathleen‘s family
and friends will
gather privately for
a family gathering
and viewing at Eineder Fu-
neral Homes – Brooklyn
Chapel.

Kathleen is a proud 1976

graduate of Garden
City West High
School. She married
the love of her life, Ger-
ald Johnson, on April
20, 1989, in Winches-
ter, Va. Kathy worked
for Country Market for
over 20+ years as a
clerk and supervisor,
where she made nu-
merous friends with

customers and co-workers. In
her spare time, she loved to
garden, cook, and be with her
family. Kathy was a kind, car-

ing, and compassionate
woman, with a motherly in-
stinct in every fiber of her
being. She was an amazing
wife, mother, and a beloved
Mi-Mi, who had no problem
giving her husband a full
“honey-do list.” She will be
missed by all those who knew
and loved her.

Kathy is survived by her hus-
band of 37 years, Gerald; her
two sons, Brian (Erica) John-
son of Mason, Mich., and
Adam (fiancé, Shelbi Polidori)
Johnson of Pinckney, Mich.;

her siblings, James McGaw of
Tecumseh, Mich., and Karen
McGaw of Westland, Mich.;
and grandchildren, Zoey and
Blake Johnson. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents.

Memorial contributions are
suggested to the Lenawee
County Humane Society.
Please leave a message of
comfort for Kathleen’s family or
sign her guestbook at
www.EinederFuneralHomes.c
om.

Kathleen 
Johnson

Obituaries

Steven Michael Orris, 64, Jackson;
Suzanne K. Archambeau, 79, Leoni Township;
Sixto Abel Frausto-Montes, 85, Blackman Township;
Curtis James Kolbe, 38, Blackman Township;
Adam Gerald Ulbin, 86, Norvell Township;
Carol Frances West, 81, Blackman Township;
Gladys Charlene Strait, 86, Tompkins Township;
Max Louis Miller, 91, Concord;
Rhonda Marie Liles, 76, Spring Arbor Township;
Norva Marie Elkins-Bylsma, 94, Chelsea;
William Chase Bradley, 71, Jackson;
Viola May Dunlap, 92, Spring Arbor Township;
John Gilbert Glenn, 73, Norvell Township;

Alfred John Godfrey, 89, Summit Township;
Diane Marie Rappleye, 65, Summit Township;
Jonathan Michael Mullend, 77, Jackson;
Timothy A. Torrey, 53, Albion;
Timothy Edward Mcconnell, 68, Napoleon Township;
Gerald Jay Fisher, 65, Leoni Township;
Patricia Ann Rindfuss, 79, Niles, OH;
Robert Charles Look Jr., 69, Somerset Township;
Patrick Francis Mcsweeney, 65, Jackson;
Kenneth Foote Soderbeck, 90, Leoni Township;
Carolyn Ann Aristidou, 74, Liberty Township;
Cora Mae Buckner, 80, Jackson;
William August Gatz, 93, Summit Township;

Death Notices
Cierra Sowle, Jackson County clerk, reports the following recent recorded deaths: 

Two Brooklyn residents arrested, lodged
Police say man violated release bond, woman possessed narcotics

By John Hummer
Editor

A traffic stop in the
Village of Brooklyn
resulted in the arrest
of a Waterloo Town-
ship man on two
separate charges.

On Friday, May 29,
Columbia Charter
Township Police
stopped 71-year-old Terry
Koch of Waterloo Township at
the intersection of Main Street
and Mill streets in the Village of
Brooklyn. At the time of the
stop, the officer investigating
Koch determined he was oper-
ating a motor vehicle while in-
toxicated and arrested him for
that offense.

While further investigating
the vehicle, the officer found
several firearms, one of which
was loaded. Koch did not pos-
sess the proper credentials to

conceal carry the firearm.
On Saturday, May 30,

a police report was for-
warded to the Jackson
County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice for review. After com-
pletion of the review,
Koch was charged with
operating while intoxi-

cated (OWI), a third or
subsequent offense, as

he has several prior drunk driv-
ing convictions in Michigan
and other states. OWI is a
felony punishable by up to five
years in prison. Koch was also
charged with weapons-carry-
ing concealed, also a five-year
felony.  

Koch is lodged at the Jack-
son County Jail on a $5000.00
cash or surety bond. The
Napoleon Township Police De-
partment assisted at the scene
of the arrest.

Terry Koch

Man arrested in Brooklyn
for OWI, CCW charges

Daybook

ADVERTISEMENT AND NOTICE OF RECEIVING BIDS
COLUMBIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

JACKSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN

HYDE ROAD PARK GRANT
PARKING IMPROVEMENTS

Sealed Bids for the installation of:
1,000 square yards of HMA Drive and Parking

will be received by:
Mike Trout
Municipal Services Director

at the offices of:
Columbia Charter Township
8500 Jefferson Road
Brooklyn Michigan 49230

until: 10:00 a.m. (Local Time) Friday, June 12, 2026

at which time and place Bids will be opened.

Bid documents may be ordered via email after May 28, 2026, by
contacting the Project Engineer at jack@ripstra-scheppelman.com
with HYDE ROAD PARK PARKING IMPROVEMENTS in the subject line.
You must provide the name, address, phone number, contact person and
email address of your company. The bidding documents as PDF files
will then be emailed to your company at no charge.

Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for Bidding
Documents, including addenda, if any, obtained from sources other
than from the Project Engineer.

Bid documents also may be examined at the office of the Engineer,
Ripstra & Scheppelman, Inc., 2535 Spring Arbor Road, Jackson, MI
49203, Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

44

COLUMBIA TOWNSHIP BIDS REQUEST

Kathleen Diane Johnson

Emotionally, ordering a gravestone isn’t easy.

With 116 years of experience in the industry, 

we know how to help you through it.

www.Jacksonmonumentworks.com
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ADRIAN – The Croswell
Opera House continues its
2026 Broadway Season with
the musical, “Gypsy.”

This classic musical about
celebrity and family tells the
story of Rose, an ambitious
showbiz mother and her two

Croswell’s 2026 Broadway 
Season continues with ‘Gyps
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Julia Hoffert (l), Abigail 

showbiz mother, and her two
daughters as they travel across
the country in search of fame
with their vaudeville act. As
the times change, Rose must
accept the end of vaudeville,
the rise of burlesque, and the
price exacted on her daughter
by her drive to succeed.

Set across America in the
1920s and ’30s, Arthur Lau-
rents’ milestone show includes
a celebrated score by Jule
Styne and Stephen Sondheim.
With one notable hit after an-
other, including “Everything’s
Coming Up Roses,” “Let Me

ou,” and “YYEntertain Yo Yoou Got-
Ata Get A Gimmick,” “Gypsy”

has been regarded as a quintes-
sential American musical.
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Maddox Reitz of Sylvania,
TOhio; Joe Capucini of Too-

ledo; and Raleigh DuShane of
Whitehouse, Ohio.

The first weekend will have
performances Friday, June 12,
at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, June
13, at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m., and
Sunday, June 14, at 2:30 p.m.
The second weekend will have
performances on Thursday,
June 18, at 7:30 p.m., Friday,
June 19, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday,
June 20, at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.,
and Sunday, June 21, at 2:30
p.m. Tickets range from $26
to $46 for adults and $16 to
$26 for students and may be

d d li ll

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

planned for June 12
First Party on the Patio 

free.
Admission ispong, Connect Four and more. 

with yard games such as corn hole, yard
provided by Bille Lewis & the Soulbacks,
truck will receive $1,000. Live music will be
to vote for their favorites, and the winning

Attendees will be ableNaughty Lobstah. 
Theruck, Duck Fat & Bacon andTrFood T

The Grateful Crowaco, Shawarma Chef, T
oYos Pizza, Rock iki Sam’TIce, Pac Pizzeria, Y

s Hawaiian Shaved, Hannah’Mobile Side Bar
 Bowls,including Smoky D’z BBQ, Bussin’

Arbor region and Metro Detroit,Ann ties, the 
-with top food trucks from local communi

Patio will include a food truck competition
This Party on theAssociates. of Stimpson & 

participating bars and restaurants, courtesy
drink of their choice to be redeemed at
nel attending will receive a complimentary

-district. First responders and military person
live music, food trucks and an open social
100 block of South Evans St., featuring

s southwest parking lot and thein the city’
. Chicago Blvd.,Wfice at 108ffbehind the of

The event will beecumseh.Tefices in ffOf T
Associates Lawp.m., hosted by Stimpson & 

, June 12, from 6-10will take place Friday
The first Party on the Patio for 2026

The director of “Gypsy”
Wis Erica Wyyman Abrahamson

with choreography by Chris-
topher Childers. The music
director is Bill Hayes, and
the vocal director is Bradley
Baker.

The role of Rose is played
by Julia Hoffffert of Ann Arbor,
while her daughters, Louise
and June, are played by Emma
Skaggs of Perrysburg, Ohio,
and Abigail Lipsitz of Saline.
The role of Herbie is played
by Jared Hoffffert of Ann Arbor.
Cece Underwood of Adrian
plays the role of Baby June

Tand Giuliana Kozak of Tooledo

by Stephanie L. Stephan of
TTooledo.

Rounding out the cast are
Alexandros Coumoundouros,
Conner Raymond and Briella
YYoork of Adrian; Sarah Hof
fert of Ann Arbor; Quincy
Graf of Blissfield; Bob Eccles
of Carleton; Caroline Hub
bard of Chelsea; Emmarie
Barden and Olivia Grzebik
of Clinton; Vivienne Taylor
of Ottawa Lake; Abby Dotz
and Norah Stukey of Saline;
Ashley Thornton Murdock of

AWWeest Bloomfield; Jake Avviles,
ASamie Avviles and Noah Guerra

Yof Yppsilanti; Piper Dillon and

ordered online at croswell.org
or by calling 517-264-7469.

The Croswell reminds
patrons that it will never sell
tickets for more than the ad-
vertised price, so any website
offffering tickets for a higher
price is a scam.

TThe Teecumseh Parks and
Recreation Department has
announced the 2026 season
lineup for Music in the Park.
This free summer concert
series takes place at the Eliza-
beth Wilson Stage in Adams
Park, 309 E. Chicago Blvd.

Tnext to Teecumseh City Hall.
Music in the Park will start

its season on June 18 and
continue until Sept. 17. “For
the longest time there was only
one concert in June, July and
August,” said Sarah Gilmore,
parks and recreation director,
“I am especially grateful to the
Elizabeth Wilson Foundation
that sponsors this program and
enabled us to expand it.”

Kicking offff the season June
18 are Flowers on the Grave.
This high-energy, original rock

outfit blends
rock nostalg
sive, modern
for their sou

VTToool, Veertica
try and man

On July 1
return to the
Stage. Perfo
motto “conn
tion,” these 
– all accomp
– blend a thr
The Rebel E
timate listen
with their A

Schlitz C
Band will m
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und derives from
al Horizon, Daugh-

ny others.
16, The Rebel Eves
e Elizabeth Wilson
orming with the
nection over perfec-
singer-songwriters
plished solo artists
ree-part harmony

WLocal favorites the Waasabi
Pearls will make their first ap-
pearance for the summer con-
cert series on Aug. 20, and the

VTCA Big Band & VoocalAires
will wrap up the 2026 summer
series on Sept. 17 with jazz
and Big Band era favorites.

As always, all concerts are
free and run from 6-8 p.m.
Concert goers are encouraged
to bring their own chair or
blanket to sit on. In the event

ecumseh’ed for TTe ’ss 
k 2026 season

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

ree part harmony.
Eves create true in-
ning room moments

Americana sound.
Creek Bluegrass
make their Music
debut on Aug.
e on the classic
music” genre hon-
grass standards and
ual covers.

blanket to sit on. In the event
of inclement weather, the show

Twill go on at the Teecumseh
Center for the Arts, 400 N.

St., TMaumee Teecumseh.
For more information

regarding Music in the Park,
call the Parks and Recreation
Department at 517-423-5602
or email sgilmore@tecum-
sehmi.gov.

ames 
ivi-
s and 
Evans 
led at 

ults who 
s. 
the 

popular Pet Parade at 10 a.m., down 
Chicago Boulevard. The theme this year is 
Movie Mash Ups. Participants are encour-
aged to dress their furry friends in their 
most creative costumes and join the fun to 
show offff their pet’s personality. Register 
for the Pet Parade at tecumseh.rja.revize.
com/forms/14237.

ade set for June 20

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Winners from 2025 pet parade Brandi Clair (l) and
HERALD FIL
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TDowntown Teecumseh will put on a new
Wevent Saturday, June 20, when Waack-A-

Doodle Day joins the annual Pet Parade 
Tfrom 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Toouted as a high-ener-

Wgy, family-friendly event, Waack-A-Doodle 
Day will include activities, games and 
excitement for kids, adults, and pets. 

Throughout the day, children will be 

able t
and i
ties p
near 
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vario
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to jump into funny sidewalk games 
interactive challenges, with activi
popping up along the sidewalks and 
the Market on Evans, 213 N. Evans 
here will be relay races scheduled at 

ous times, for both kids and adults who 
t to race and compete for prizes. 
he highlight of the day will be the 

ay, Pet Parade set for June 20

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Grass Lake Music in the Park kicks off
One of Grass Lake’s most

well-known recent traditions,
Music in the Park, is entering its
14th year with the first concert of
the year this Wednesday, June 3,
as the Swamp Trolls take the
stage at Community Events Park.

Long-time Ghostrider DJ
Services owner Joe DeBoe was
the founder of Grass Lake’s
Music in the Park in 2013 with
the encouragement and support
of his wife, Diane.

“I wanted to bring live enter-
tainment to Grass Lake,” DeBoe
said. “We wanted to bring busi-
ness to downtown.” Since then,
Music in the Park has been held
on the first and third Wednesday
evenings of the month through-
out the summer from 6:30 to 8
p.m.

Not only did he bring music
the following year, 2014, to
Whistlestop Park downtown, but

the Grass Lake Farmers Market
kicked off and joined Music in
the Park.

“We grew and grew, and got
too big for Main Street, so we
moved to Brown Street in the
open field, which has since be-
come the Community Events
Park,” he noted.

The Grass Lake Farmers Mar-
ket dissolved in 2025 and was re-
placed by two new markets. The
Music Market is held in conjunc-
tion with Grass Lake’s Music in
the Park on the first and third
Wednesdays from 4 to 7 p.m.
“We’ve still got some of the
same long-standing vendors we
had at the original Farmers Mar-
ket, plus we’ve got some new
ones. We’ll have local produce
(once it’s harvested), Mexibilly’s
food truck, and this year, I’m ex-
cited to say, we’ve partnered
with Prates Place.

The Grass Lake Market, now
in its second year, occurs
monthly on the second Wednes-
day of the month from 4-8 p.m.
at the Community Events Park,
through August. 

There will also be special
events, drawings, giveaways,
Nonprofit Celebration Day on
Aug. 19, and the Touch a Truck
event (date TBD) that was so
popular last year. The music sea-
son wraps up with what will be
an outstanding night of entertain-
ment with The Rock Show,
DeBoe’s favorite tribute band for
his favorite band of all time –
Journey! on Sept. 16.

For more information, visit the
Grass Lake Music in the Park
Facebook page or
Ghostriderdj.com, which has an
events page for Music in the
Park.



Photo, story by Jeff Steers
Exponent special writer
Columbia Central High

School track and field athletes
picked a great day to excel.

The Golden Eagles finished
seventh in the Division 3 state
track and field finals Saturday
at Kent City High School.

CCHS finished with 22
points at the state finals, com-
peting with more than 50
teams from around the state.

The Golden Eagles finished
ahead of Lumen Christi with 20
points, Hanover-Horton scored
19 points, and Napoleon was
39th with five points. 

Zack Johnson of Columbia
Central finished seventh in a
pair of hurdle events for CCHS.
Johnson finished seventh in
the 110-meter hurdles in 15.01
seconds and seventh in the
300-meter hurdles. He earned
a third all-state medal by help-
ing CCHS finish fifth in the
1,600-meter relay. 

Clint Couchman also won a
pair of individual state medals
by finishing sixth in the 1,600-
meter run (4:26) and fifth in the
3,200-meter run (9:39). 

Luke Ellison placed sixth in
the 200-meter dash (22.16),
Trent Troyer was fifth in the
400-meter dash (49.93), and
the Golden Eagles were fifth in
the 1,600-meter relay (3:27.11)
with a team of Ellison, John-
son, Troyer, and Wyatt Vowell. 

Drew Norman of Napoleon
finished fourth in the pole vault

with a leap of 13-9. Teammate
Bryce Bailey just missed all-
state honors by finishing ninth
in the event (13-3). 

In the girls’ D-3 state finals,
Ashleigh Simon of Grass Lake
finished third in the pole vault
with a leap of 10-6 – a personal
best for the Grass Lake High
School senior. 

Napoleon finished seventh in
the 400-meter relay in 51.12

seconds with a team of Myla
Hasegawa, Maci Straub,
Emme Naylor, and Lily Eagen. 
CCHS freshman Avery
Haynes just missed a medal
by placing ninth in the 800-
meter run in 2:22.32. 

Grass Lake finished 26th with
six points in the state meet,
and Napoleon was 49th, scor-
ing two points. 

Photo, story by Jeff Steers
Exponent special writer

Quincy Smith’s 96 didn’t
count in Addison’s regional golf
score . . . until it mattered. 

The Panthers tied with Cen-
treville for the third and final
state team qualifying spot with
a score of 352 at Coldwater
Golf Club last week at the Divi-
sion 4 regional. 

The tiebreaker in deciding
who qualifies for the state tour-
nament is the fifth-place
golfer’s score. Addison earned
the trip to the state finals based
on Smith’s 96.

It will be the first state golf
team appearance for Addison
since 1981.

Lucas Schwartz was fifth
overall with an 81, Levi Chest-
ney carded an 88, Dylen

Marsee scored a 90, and
Caden Olsofsky finished with a
93. 

Addison advances to the D-
4 state finals June 5, 6 at For-
est Akers West near the
campus of Michigan State Uni-
versity, beginning at 9 a.m.
each day. 

Xavier Petty finished with a
102, and Zane Crum tallied
109 for Vandercook Lake at the
D-4 regional. 

D-3 regional at Cascades
Golf Course: Columbia Cen-
tral High School was fifth (342),
Onsted finished sixth (343),
Napoleon was 10th (348), and
Grass Lake finished 13th (369)
at the Division 3 regional at
Cascades. Adam Senkewitz of
CCHS and Lucas Conaway of
Napoleon both finished 10th
overall with 80s and tied for the
third and final individual quali-
fying spot. They lost in a playoff
on the first hole. Parker Gough
of CCHS shot an 82 at the re-
gional. Onsted was led by Cole
Wells with an 84, and Jayden
Valasek finished right behind
him with an 85. Zach Rice fin-
ished with an 82 to lead Grass
Lake.
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David J Craite DDS
Family Dentistry

Onsted Michigan 49265
(517) 467-2111

Office Hours By Appointment

Tucker Scheithauer of Columbia Central High School tees
off at the MHSAA Division 3 regional at Cascades Golf
Course last week.

Golf
Addison qualifies for D-4 golf final

Columbia Central High School track and field athlete Zack Johnson checks his finish during
the Michigan High School Athletic Association’s Division 3 state finals at Kent City High
School, Saturday. 

Columbia finishes seventh in track finals

Onsted district champs again
Story and photos
By Paul Snyder

The Onsted Wildcats cap-
tured their third straight
MHSAA district title Saturday
with a 6-5 win over the Adrian
Madison Trojans.

The Wildcats rallied for four
runs in the top of the sixth in-
ning with run scoring singles
from Bryson Sutherland, Sean
Symington, and Brennen Won-
ders. Landon Johnson scored
on a fielder’s choice off the bat
of Mason Lee Jacobs-Lowe to
take a 6-3 lead.

Onsted had to hold off a
Madison rally in the seventh on
a walk, single fielder’s choice,
and a Wildcat error scoring two
runs to cut the lead to 6-5. But
with the tying run on second,
Wildcat pitcher Jack Tessier
was able to get the final two
outs.  

Sutherland, Wonders, Lucas
Arnold, and Cade Symington
had two hits apiece for eight of
the Wildcats’ 10 hits for the
game.

Onsted, now 23-10-1 on the
season, will host Detroit Edison
this Wednesday in regional
semifinal action at 4:30 p.m.
with the winner advancing to
the regional championship fol-
lowed by quarterfinal play on
Saturday at Plymouth Chris-
tian.

The Onsted Wildcats ad-
vanced to the district champi-
onship game with a 13-0 win
over the Sand Creek Aggies in

district semifinal play, putting
the Aggies away with a big
seven-run, five-hit fourth in-
ning.

Grass Lake falls
to Lumen Christi

The Grass Lake Warriors fell
to the Lumen Christi Titans 11-
5 Saturday in the Division 3,
District 84 championship at
Lumen Christi.

The Warriors fell behind
early 8-0 as Lumen Christi
scored three runs in the first in-
ning, four in the second, and
one in the third.

Grass Lake tried to get back
in the game scoring two runs in
the fourth inning on a RBI sin-
gle from Manny Schafran and
Gavin Killinger scoring on a
fielder’s choice off the bat of
Noah Orban.

However, Lumen Christi
however answered with three
more runs in the fifth.

The Warriors rallied for three
runs in the sixth inning on run-
scoring singles from Domingo
Decoster-Elizondo and Chase
Laughlin and a sacrifice bunt
from Kaline Wescott, but it
wasn’t enough to catch the Ti-
tans.

Manny Schafran had two of
the Warriors seven hits in the
game as Grass Lake finishes
the season 27-9. 

Leslie out-duels  
Columbia Central

The second-ranked Colum-

bia Central Golden Eagles
were upset by the Leslie Black-
hawks 3-1 in the opening
round of MHSAA District 84
play last Tuesday (May 26) at
Lumen Christi.

The Eagles got on the score-
board when Blayden Steller led
off with a walk, advanced to
second on a balk, and to third
on a groundout to short by
Chase Dukate. He then scored
on a pass ball.

Leslie tied the game at 1-1 in
the third inning on a bases-
loaded sacrifice fly from Hud-
son Phillips and added two
more runs when Jackson Fos-
sitt singled and scored on a
triple from Henry Bradford.
Bradford scored on a sacrifice
fly from Eaton Hawkins.

On the mound, Fossitt shut
the Eagles down, allowing only
one walk to Dylan Hammond in
the fifth inning and one hit in
the sixth inning, a Chase
Dukate single. He struck out 11
for the Blackhawk win.

Conor Rentfrow suffered the
loss for the Eagles, going six
innings while striking out 12, al-
lowing the three Blackhawk
runs on eight hits.

Columbia Central finished its
stellar season much too soon
at 30-6.

Hudson ends 
Addison’s season

Addison’s season came to
an end Saturday in the district
championship game, falling to

the Hudson Tigers 18-0.
Andrew Huston had the Pan-

thers’ only hit in the game, a
single in the fourth inning. Ad-
dison finishes the season 9-23. 

Semifinals
Addison 5, Pittsford 4

The Addison Panthers rallied
for three runs in the bottom of
the fifth inning to defeat the
Pittsford Wildcats 5-4 in district
semifinal play and advance to
the district championship
game.



Story and photos
By Paul Snyder

The Grass Lake Warriors
captured their fourth district
title in five years, defeating
their Cascades Conference
archrival Napoleon Pirates
14-2 in the MHSAA District 83
championship game Satur-
day (May 30) at Onsted.

Grass Lake broke open a
2-2 game in the third inning,
scoring nine runs on nine
hits. Makenzie Hilberer
started the Warriors’ big in-
ning with an inside-the-park
home run. Mikayla Jurek,
Kayleigh Hilberer, and Mor-
gan Conrad delivered run-
scoring doubles, Leilah Smith
notched a two-run single, and

Kennedy Collins, Chloe Holli-
field, and Makenzie Hilberer
added RBI singles.

Grass Lake added two runs
in the fourth on back-to-back
RBI singles from Lily
McVicker and Smith, and
Collins capped off the Warrior
scoring with a solo homer in
the fifth.

The Pirates threatened in
the bottom of the fifth with
singles from Molly Simpson,
Hayden Rendall, and Katelyn
Ault scoring one run with one
out, but Warrior pitcher
Kayleigh Hilberer was able to
get Jada Gallagher to pop out
and Hannah Hamlin to fly out
to end the threat.     

Smith, Makenzie Hilberer,

Conrad, Collins, Jurek and
Hollifield all had two hits
apiece for the Warriors. Ren-
dall and Ault tallied two hits
each for the Pirates, who end
their season with a 22-14
record.

Coach Roger Cook’s Lady
Warriors, with a 31-5 record,
will advance to the MHSAA
Region 21 at Hanover-Horton
this Saturday where they will
take on the Homer Trojans at
noon. The winner will play the
winner of the Lumen Christi
versus Clinton game for the
regional championship at 3
p.m.  

Semifinals
Grass Lake 7, 

Columbia Central 4
The Grass Lake Lady War-

riors rallied for five runs in the
top of the fifth inning to over-
come a 4-0 deficit and defeat
the second-ranked Columbia
Central Lady Eagles 7-4 in
the district semifinals this
past Saturday to advance to
the championship game.

In their big fifth inning, sin-
gles from Warriors’ Lily
McVicker, Leilah Smith, and
Makenzie Hilberer scored
one run; Morgan Conrad hit
into a fielder’s choice and a
Columbia error scored two
more runs, and Mikayla Jurek
delivered a run-scoring dou-
ble to tie the game at 4-4.
Maddie Busch scored on a
wild pitch to put Grass Lake
in front 5-4.

The Warriors added two
runs in the top of the seventh
with two outs when Smith
doubled and scored on a Co-
lumbia error and Makenzie
Hilberer scored on a single by
Kennedy Collins.

Columbia Central took an
early 4-0 lead, scoring a run
in the first inning when Kelsey
Fausz reached base on a
Grass Lake error and scored
on a Hailey Wetherby single.
The Eagles added three runs
in the third inning on a RBI
single from Gabby Gaydosh
and a two-run single by Bella
Knapp.

Warrior pitcher Morgan
Conrad shut down the Eagles
the rest of the way, giving up
just two hits and a walk for
the win.

McVicker, Smith, and Jurek
had two hits apiece for six of
the Warriors’ 10 hits for the
game. Savannah MacBlain
had two hits to lead the Ea-
gles.

The win was a little re-
venge for the Warriors who
fell to the Eagles 6-5 in the
Cascades Conference cham-
pionship game last week at
Columbia Central. The Ea-
gles finish the season with a
27-4-1 record, one of the best
in school history. 

Division 4, 
District 119 at Hudson 

Semifinals
Hudson 18, Addison 2
The Addison Lady Pan-

thers’ 2026 season came to
an end this past Saturday
(May 30), falling to the host
Hudson Tigers 18-2 in a dis-
trict semifinal contest.

Caylee Campbell singled
home Amelia Wilt in the first
inning for the Panthers’ only
hit of the game. Wilt walked,
stole second, and scored on
a pass ball in the third inning
for Addison’s second run. The
Panthers finish the season 9-
21.
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Grass Lake trounces Pirates
to become district champions

Sanders falls in
tennis final

Columbia Central High
School sophomore Lydia
Sanders fell in the first round of
the MHSAA Division 4 state
tennis tournament at Midland
last week.

Sanders lost to Kenna Trost
of Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard 7-
5 and 6-1. It is the second year
in a row Sanders has qualified
for the MHSAA tennis finals.
She finished the season with
an 11-3 individual record. 

The Grass Lake Warriors with their district championship trophy. Photo by Paul Snyder.


