
Storm downs tree, causes
single-vehicle U.S. 127 fatality

A driver of a vehicle was killed, and three passengers suffered
injuries in a single-vehicle crash on U.S. 127 in Hillsdale County’s
Wheatland Township in the early morning hours last Friday.

On June 12, 2026, at approximately 12:45 a.m., troopers from
the Michigan State Police Jackson Post were dispatched to the
intersection of Meridian Road (U.S. 127) and Hoxie Road for a
single-car crash with injuries. Preliminary investigation deter-
mined that due to hazardous weather conditions, a tree fell, block-
ing the roadway as severe thunderstorms came through the area
that night.

Police say a 2010 Dodge Ram being
driven by a 21-year-old from Hillsdale,
was traveling south on Meridian Road
and struck the downed tree. The driver
sustained fatal injuries. Three other
passengers in the vehicle sustained
non-life-threatening injuries and were
transported to Henry Ford Jackson
Hospital.

Police note that alcohol or drugs do
not appear to be a factor in the crash.
The investigation is still ongoing.

Story and photos
By John Hummer

Editor
After nearly five years of studies, meet-

ings, and obtaining the necessary per-
mits surrounding the fate of the Old Irish
Mill dam, aka the Brooklyn Dam, heavy
equipment will be brought in to the project
site in July to re-route the River Raisin
from flowing through the dam to going
around it, so there will no longer be an
active dam. The concrete structure of the
dam will remain in place, but it will no
longer serve a purpose for water move-
ment.

Professionally, the work is titled the
Upper River Raisin Watershed Restora-
tion and Connectivity Project. The overall
project also incorporates a smaller proj-
ect, the Nooney Dam Fish Passage Proj-
ect, on Vineyard Lake.

“Mobilization of equipment will happen
Monday, July 13th,” stated Chris
Freiburger, project coordinator for the
project with Niswander Environmental,
the project’s lead contractor. “We are an-
ticipating no more than two months to do
the project – have it wrapped up by the
beginning of September at the latest.
That will be the portion from the Mill
Street bridge going upstream. The bridge
portion can’t happen till next calendar
year. We’ll put a rock structure below the
bridge, because there’s a small dam
there now, so we have to drop [the river]
down.”

Freiburger also said discussions are
taking place with adjacent property own-

ers and plans are being finalized for a
natural rock arch rapids for fish passage
below Nooney Dam, the outlet of Vine-
yard Lake. “We’re not going to touch the
dam – it’s the lake level control structure
for Vineyard Lake,” he said. “The rapids
will extend about 80 feet downstream
from the dam. Fish will actually be able to
swim to get over the top of the dam.
Once they get past that dam, it opens up
44 miles of river and 14 lakes upstream.”
Freiburger said that part of the project is
slated for completion in 2027.

In conjunction with the Upper River
Raisin (URR) project, the replacement of
the Mill Street bridge in front of the Old
Irish Mill is slated to begin in February of
2027.

Last Thursday, the public was invited
to a Community Informational Open
House hosted jointly by the River Raisin
Watershed Council and the Village of
Brooklyn. The RRWC is the fiduciary for
the URR project.

“I’m happy to see so many people who
came, asked questions, and were in-
volved in understanding what is going to
happen, why, and when,” said Village
President Stella Roberts, who lives near
the project site. “Once people are in the
know of how it’s going to impact them,
then they’re going to be much happier
dealing with any concerns they have.”

The open house had project leaders
discuss, provide updates, and answer
questions on the anticipated construction
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Get ready for July 4
It is time for anyone wishing to
participate in local parades
to get their floats ready. In
Brooklyn, several
events will be going
on throughout the
day, including a car
show in downtown
Brooklyn immedi-
ately following
the July 4 parade.
At that parade,
April Messer Pho-
tography along
with ERA Reardon
Realty will be offer-
ing free patriotic pho-
tos to parade goers
sample above). We will be
detailing events in the coming
weeks, as well as highlighting
the effort by a group to revive a
Brooklyn Independence Day
tradition.

This aerial view shows how the River Raisin currently flows up to the Old Irish
Mill/Brooklyn Dam after the former mill pond had been drawn down. PHOTO
COURTESY OF PROJECT TEAM

Re-routing a river Kidnapping plot

Two killed in
separate crashes

Conviction
of Jackson
County man
vacated

By Julie Riddle
A Jackson County court

case involving the 2020
plotted kidnapping of
Governor Gretchen Whit-
mer has ruffled feathers
and set precedent for
courts across Michigan to
follow.

Joseph Morrison, of Jackson County,
was found guilty in 2022 of supporting ter-
rorist acts by participating in a plot to kid-
nap Whitmer. Last week, the Michigan
Court of Appeals overthrew that decision,
sending Morrison back to court for a new
trial.

The appellate court's decision hinged on
the state’s legal definition of the charge of
kidnapping. As it stands today, Michigan
law does not consider kidnapping a violent
felony. According to the Court of Appeals,
that means that even if Morrison recruited
and trained members to carry out a kidnap-
ping plot ― including one that could be-
come violent ― he can’t be found guilty of
supporting terrorist acts because terrorism,
legally, must include violence.

Unlike most Court of Appeals opinions,
the Morrison opinion will be published,
meaning that it can be used by local courts
across the state in making decisions in the
future.

Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel
released a statement lambasting the Court
of Appeals decision, declaring in part, “For
the panel to declare that kidnapping is not
a violent felony strains all legal credibility
and insults the intelligence of every person
in this State. The Court twists itself into a
knot using legal and linguistic gymnastics
in order to liberate dangerous criminals
using convoluted definitions of the crimes
upon which they were convicted.”

Nessel’s office will appeal the Court of
Appeals decision, she said in her state-
ment.

Morrison’s October 2020 arrest followed
that of Adam Fox and Barry Croft, Jr., the
federally convicted ringleaders of the kid-
napping plot. Morrison, his father in-law
Pete Musico, and Paul Bellar, of rural
southwest Oakland County, were arrested
in Jackson County and accused of recruit-
ing and training to support Fox and Craft’s
plot.

Morrison, now 32, created a “Wolverine
Watchmen” Facebook page in November
2019, identifying it as a militia group with
himself as the group’s unit commander. He
instructed those interested in joining the
group on secretive measures to hide their
communications and indicated that he was
in Michigan, living under Whitmer’s
“tyranny,” and that he was “fixing to change
all that.”

An informant who had infiltrated the
Watchmen recorded tactical field training
exercises at Morrison’s property south of
Munith as well as rallies at the state capitol
and surveillance of Whitmer’s residence.
The informant believed the Watchmen in-
tended to attack or kill police officers and
state politicians in their homes.

At the conclusion of a two-plus week
trial, Jackson County jury found Morrison
guilty of all charges. He was sentenced to
serve at least four years each for gang-
membership felonies and providing mate-
rial support for terrorist acts and two years
for possessing a firearm while committing
a felony. 

Morrison first appealed to the local court,
saying kidnapping did not constitute the
“violent felony” required by the language of
his charges. The court rejected this argu-
ment, noting that the kidnapping plan in-
cluded the possibility of killing Whitmer,
which fit the description of a violent felony.

In his appeal to Michigan’s higher court,
Morrison again said the kidnapping
planned by Fox and Croft’s group didn’t
substantiate terrorism-related charges for
Morrison.

The Court of Appeals agreed. 
Michigan’s legal definition of kidnapping

includes restricting or confining a person
for purposes such as holding them for ran-

Jackson woman dies in  M-50,
M-52 intersection crash

By John Hummer
A 52-year-old Jackson woman was killed last week in a crash

with a semi-trailer at the intersection of M-50 and M-52 in Tecum-
seh Township.

On Wednesday, June 10, at approximately 1 p.m., Lenawee
County Sheriff’s Office deputies responded to the intersection of
M-50 and M-52 for a serious injury crash. Their initial investigation
indicated that a white 2006 Sterling semi-trailer was stopped at a
red light and waiting to turn right onto M-50 from M-52. The driver,
a 34-year-old male from Adrian, began to turn right when east-
bound traffic was clear.

As the semi finished its turn, an orange 2017 Chevrolet Cruz
approached the intersection traveling eastbound. Witnesses on
scene stated the Chevrolet Cruze was traveling at a very high
rate of speed, and traffic was clear when the semi began its turn.
The Cruze crashed into the rear of the semi on M-50 just east of
the intersection. The driver of the semi was uninjured. The driver
of the Chevrolet Cruz was transported to Promedica Hickman
Hospital in Adrian, where she died from injuries sustained in the
crash.

The sheriff’s office reported that the driver of the semi was
wearing his seatbelt and that alcohol or drugs did not appear to
be a factor. The driver of the Chevrolet Cruze was not wearing
her seatbelt, and it is unknown at this time whether alcohol or
drugs were a factor. Next of kin were notified for the driver of the
Cruze.

The Lenawee County Accident Investigation Team responded
to the scene, and the incident remains under investigation. 

Morrison

Under Michigan law, kid-
napping is not considered a
‘violent felony’

Officials are set to
move River Raisin
around pond dam

PHOTO COURTESY APRIL MESSER

Concrete structure of dam will remain in place, but
will no longer serve a purpose for water movement

Christina Losee, project manager with Starlit Solutions, points out to an open
house attendee where the river currently runs in the area near the Old Irish Mill
in the background of the picture. Losee was instrumental in processing the per-
mits for the project. PHOTO BY JOHN HUMMER



By Michelle McLemore
Staff writer

     Clear, concise, and civil
communication with the com-
munity was an expressed on-
going goal of the Onsted
Village Council to assist with
projects. The June 8 meeting
made progress on a park use
agreement with the Onsted
Committee Recreation Com-
mittee, on how to proceed with
the Safe Routes to School ini-
tiative, and on increasing water
education and effective water
management for the village. 
     Regarding the ongoing at-
tempt to clarify and define the
OCRC’s rights and responsibil-
ities for Onsted Park usage,
there was much discussion.
President Robert Schafer
briefly outlined that the coun-
cil’s attorney had drawn up a
contract which was then
shared with the OCRC, who
“sent it back with additions
and/or changes. Some of
which the attorney thought was
contrary to the best interest of
the village.”  
     Volunteer Audrey Harris ex-
plained, “The way the contract
was originally written, it didn’t
protect the interests of the
OCRC and left them liable out-
side of their season use.” 
     Christi Garrett, current
OCRC president, emphasized,

“It’d be nice if we could come
to an agreement that works for
everyone. Our baseball group
is ready to take care of things.
We are parents who are pas-
sionate about our kids and
community. We’re not trying to
be shady.”
     Board member Keri Jef-
fords noted, “I want to forge [an
agreement] in writing so it is
beneficial for both sides and
then turn it over to the Onsted
Park Committee. I want the
backbiting and Facebook stuff
to stop. I want us to work to-
gether.” Members of OCRC
have agreed to look through a
simplified agreement drawn up
by trustees Shannon Kropp
and Keri Jeffords.
     Regarding the Safe
School’s Initiative to revise
walkways to the Middle
School, Marty Hubbard shared
that progress has been
“paused” due to unknowns.
Sewer locations, water main
replacements, storm water
concerns, repaving costs, and
finding mutually beneficial tim-
ing between the council and
the school for work along Slee
Road are points of concern.
The need for another meeting
with school personnel, Cam-
bridge police, and the council
was noted. 
     DPW Superintendent Ken

Rowe shared that he would
continue offering Water Treat-
ment Plant open houses.
Trustee Kropp shared that she
attended one of the tours: “It
was informative. Ken helped
me understand the costs and
all the components. It’s not as
simple as people think it is.”
     President Schafer added,
“We are only required to post
water counts once a year, but
starting last month, we are
posting every month to show
chlorine levels. I created a
book that is on the table, so
everyone is welcome to come
in and review it.”
      The first new business ac-
tion item approved the pur-
chase of an online chlorine
analyzer not to exceed
$15,000. The continuous
analysis of “updates every two
minutes” allows for quicker ad-
justments, noted  Rowe. “It will
function similar to an insulin
pump” furthered Trustee Shan-
non Kropp. President Schafer
noted, “We are shopping to
bring it underneath this total
like we did with the laptops.” It
was also noted that the up-
dates can be used for the state
reports.
      A second action item
passed an approximate 5%
wage increase for Ken Rowe
based on the approved motion

in February that as Rowe at-
tained new certification, the
money paid to outside contrac-
tors for the relevant work would
transfer to Rowe’s salary.
Schafer explained the percent-
age proposed was what the
council paid out last year for
others’ licensing. 
      Sally Hazen and Arin Krol
were both appointed to the
Park Committee and the coun-
cil agreed to close Main Street
for the Onsted Classic Car
Show on August 14.
      All are welcome to attend
upcoming water plant open
houses July 16 and August 13
from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at
7879 Onsted highway. On-
sted’s Water Treatment Plant is
a Limited Treatment facility.
Topics will cover water quality,
village wells, current water dis-
tribution, plans for the future,
and any related questions a
guest might have.
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Onsted council explores options

Kidnapping ‘not violent’ from page 1
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som or reward or using them
as a shield or hostage. How-
ever, it makes no reference to
use of force. A separate law,
unlawful imprisonment, does
include the use of force to re-
strain or confine someone, but
Morrison was not charged with
that crime.

The definition of terrorist acts
in Michigan law requires that
the actors commit a violent
felony. At one time, kidnapping
fell under that definition, but a
change to the language of the
kidnapping law in 2006 re-
moved references to violent
actions.

“Indeed, kidnapping may be
dangerous to human life,” the
appellate court acknowledged.
Nevertheless, “under the plain
language of the statutes as

they currently exist, kidnapping
is not an act of terrorism” ― re-
moving the argument that un-
derpinned the state’s charges
against Morrison.

While the kidnapping plot in-
cluded conversations about vi-
olent actions, the Court of
Appeals said based on the
pure language of the law it had
no choice but to reverse Morri-
son’s conviction “regardless of
defendant’s guilt or inno-
cence.”

The appellate court vacated
Morrison’s conviction and re-
turned his case to the local
court, where he may be tried
again.

Musico and Bellar also ap-
pealed their convictions, with
oral argument scheduled be-
fore the Court of Appeals in

July.
Of the eight men charged by

the state related to the plot,
only the Jackson County de-
fendants were found guilty by a
jury. An Antrim County jury de-
clared three alleged conspira-
tors not guilty. Two other
defendants accepted plea
deals.

Of those charged federally,
two were found not guilty and
two accepted plea deals. A jury
found Fox and Croft guilty of
conspiring to kidnap and to use
a weapon of mass destruction.
They were sentenced to 16
and 19 years, respectively.

The Attorney General’s office
also named but did not charge
16 other people as co-conspir-
ators.
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Pilots gather in Napoleon

Some members of the Michigan Antique Enthusiasts gathered for a photo before their Napoleon Café luncheon: Back row,
left to right include Tom Wottreng of Paw Paw, Ray Krom of Brighton, Brian VanWagner of Napoleon, and Tim Sparks of
Jackson; In front are Miles Bowen of Brighton, Dave Gubert of St. John, Mark Smokovitz of Tecumseh, and Lloyd Dunlap
of Brighton.

Story & Photos
By Michelle McLemore

Staff writer
     Members of the Michigan Antique Enthusiasts flew into
Napoleon Airport on Wednesday, June 10, for a luncheon. Presi-
dent Mark Smokovitz of Tecumseh welcomed the aviators before
they walked and carpooled to the Napoleon Café. 
     Smokovitz explained that the group has been meeting for about
40 years, and they have fly-in meetups a few times each year. For
most of the members, he continued, “aviation is not their profes-
sion. They are hobbyists — it’s a sickness we all caught.” He
added, “Most of us eat hot dogs and beans so we can [afford to]
do this.” 
     Thirty pilots were anticipated to arrive between eleven a.m. and
noon. Smokovitz welcomed a few new members to the event. 

Dave Gubert flew his Great Lakes biplane from St. Johns.
Gubert enjoys performing aerobatics in his plane.

‘It’s a sickness we caught’



schedule for both the URR
project and the Mill Street
bridge replacement.

“Essentially, the excavator
sets in one spot, they dig a
channel and turn around and
drop [the sediment] – that all
becomes part of the floodplain
and they’ll grade that out,” ex-
plained Freiburger. “So, no
sediment is getting hauled off-
site at all. Everything is going
to stay completely onsite
where it is,” he noted, adding,
however, “As part of any dam
removal project, you’re going
to have sediment movement
downstream.” However, he
stressed that the minimal
amount of sediment (about

2,500 cubic yards) that
moved downstream when
the impoundment (mill pond)
was drawn down is nowhere
near what would be released
(about 40,000 cubic yards) if
the current dam failed.
Freiburger added that there
were no contaminants found
in the sediment samples
when it was tested.

“Once the channel is re-
stored, we’ll be seeding
[around it] with native seed
mix, straw, and a coir co-
conut fabric goes down to
hold everything in place,” he
stated.

Niswander Environmental,
via the River Raisin Water-
shed Council (the project ad-
m i n i s t r a t o r / f i d u c i a r y ) ,
obtained a joint permit for the

project through the State of
Michigan’s Department of En-
vironment, Great Lakes, and
Energy (EGLE), consisting of a
Part 301, Part 303, and Part
315 permits. Part 301 covers
inland lakes and streams – for
this project, the River Raisin,
and Kedron Drain; the Part 303
permit is for wetlands – the im-
poundment now, after the
drawdown, is all wetlands sur-
rounding the river; and the Part
315 permit is a dam safety per-
mit.

“We are excited for it to get
started,” said Christina Losee,
project manager with Starlit
Solutions, who was instrumen-
tal in obtaining the permits for
the project. “They are going to
start digging out the embank-
ment – the earthen part next to
the dam – so that they’re ready
to reconnect the river. That’s
actually going to connect 44
more miles of aquatic organ-
ism passage [downstream]. A
lot more fish are going to be

able to swim through and have
more connectivity to their habi-
tat. This reach of the River
Raisin is called a ‘high gradient
reach’ – which only five percent
of the watershed has – so
that’s really good habitat for a
lot of aquatic organisms, in-
cluding several species of fish,
mussels, and wetland plants.
We’re really excited to get this
connected and open up that
habitat.”

Losee said the River Raisin
has more than 60 dams on it
(including some small ones),
hence the 44-mile limit on the
amount of habitat opened up to
aquatic organisms.

“One of the reasons for
some of the funding was to re-
store some federally threat-
ened mussel habitat,” said
Todd Losee, president of
Niswander Environmental. “We
didn’t find any federally threat-
ened mussels, but we did find
some state-threatened mus-
sels. We are trying to restore
and make more of that type of
habitat.” In the early phases of
the project, some mussels
were moved to upstream loca-
tions to protect them from con-
struction work. “The mussels
that we moved are going to
stay where they’re at now.
We’ll be watching that and
hopefully get some more es-
tablished.”

Dan Ross, owner of the dam
and the Old Irish Mill (the for-
mer Ford plant), was at the
open house. “Once the river
restoration project is complete,
people are going to see that it
won’t look vastly different than
it does now,” he said.

He noted that he is happy
most of the work will be com-
pleted before the next phase
begins at the Old Irish Mill.
“Right now, we’re just trying to
line up funding for it. I have a

tenant now for every space in
the building.” Ross completed
a 5,000 square-foot renovation
three years ago that now
houses the Irish Hill chamber
and Hydrobudz, a cannabis re-
tail shop. The remainder of the
space to be renovated is
25,000 square feet. 

What a nearby property
owner thinks about the proj-
ect

Not everyone is excited
about the project, particularly
property owner Peggy Hudson,
who lives on Mill Street just
down the road from the Old
Irish Mill. Her parents have
lived there since 1958, where
she grew up; she has owned
the home since 2013.

“It’s always been a family
home – I’m not happy,” she
stated. “I don’t want to live
there right now. It’s been three
years of nothing but weeds –
it’s all weeds and muck. You
can’t walk down there.” Hud-
son showed a picture of the
past with a couple of sunsets
on the former mill pond. “I have
no more sunsets – I can’t even
see the river – I can’t see any
water right now. It’s a teeny,
tiny stream about 20 feet wide.
There are no ducks anymore.
Every kind of migratory duck
you can think of would end up
there (on the former mill pond),
because it was an open river in
the winter. I had wood ducks
nesting in the trees in my yard.
They’re gone. No turtles, no
frogs. It’s all gone.

“Now I have these junky wil-
low trees growing out there,
and they’re totally blocking
everything out there. And now
I have cattails because it’s so
mucky. Now I’m talking about
making a boardwalk to get to
the river so I can see it.”

Hudson does, however, see

a positive aspect. “Now, it’s not
going to flood, probably. If we
ever have a 100-year flood, it
won’t be a problem,” she says.
“I understand why [Old Irish
Mill owner Dan Ross] did it. I
get it. But I’m not happy. It’s re-
ally disappointing. But I get it.”

Mill Street bridge update
“We’re still in limbo on an

exact start date,” said Village
Manager Matt Swartzlander on
the replacement of the Mill
Street bridge. “The tentative
start of demolition is February
of 2027, with completion by
late April, early May. He is hop-
ing to know more specific de-
tails in the next month or so,
after federal and state permits
are finalized.

Jon Moxey, senior project
manager with Fleis & Vanden-
brink, the project company en-
gineer, said they will be going
from a three-barrel (three-tube
spans) cover to a clear span
bridge. “We’re trying to keep a
little bit of the masonry look,”
he explained. “It’s got the small
masonry on the head walls –
we’re trying to incorporate
some of that look into the con-
crete. We’re trying to keep the
look as similar as we can, but
it’s going to be a modern
bridge. The load limits won’t be
an issue anymore. The chan-
nel will get realigned right un-
derneath it. 

“One important thing is that
there will be a sidewalk – that’s
not there today – on the south
side of the bridge. So, that’s
going to be a nice improve-
ment.

Swartzlander said the plan
of the village’s Walkability
Committee is to eventually
connect that sidewalk with the
other sidewalks nearby in the
village.

Rerouting river . . . continued from page 1
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Todd Losee, president of Niswander Environmental, points out project work plans to nearby
property owner Peggy Hudson. PHOTO BY JOHN HUMMER
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“We’re really excited to get 
this connected and open up 

that habitat.”
Christina Losee, 
project manager

Dan Ross, right, owner of the dam and the Old Irish Mill, explains to an open house attendee
what he plans to do next with the facility. PHOTO BY JOHN HUMMER
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A grassoots effort to put on a fireworks show “you won’t
want to miss” is close to raising its goal of $40,000.
Brooklyn Irish Hills Fireworks committee secretary De-
siree Fires reminds everyone that no government money
is being utilized to put on the show. Donations are tax-de-
ductable.

Paul Snyder caught the Grass Lake Warrior softball team in
action at the state finals and semifinals.

In pictures

Story and photos
By Paul Snyder

The Grass Lake Lady War-
riors’ hopes of back-to-back
state championships came up
short as they fell to the
Ravenna Bulldogs 4-2 in the
Division 3 championship game
Saturday at Secchia Stadium
on the Michigan State Univer-
sity Campus. Ravenna is in
Muskegon County near Lake
Michigan.

Grass Lake faced tough
pitching from Bulldog left-
hander Natalie Rosel who al-
lowed the Warriors two runs on
only four hits, walking two and
striking out 11.

Grass Lake got on the score-
board early with a run in the
first inning when Makenzie
Hilberer walked with two outs
and Morgan Conrad connected
with a double off the center
field fence driving in Hilberer.

Ravenna scored all four of
their runs in the third inning on
four hits, a walk, and a Warrior
error.

The Warriors threatened in
the bottom of the seventh in-
ning when Conrad led off with
a single, Kennedy Collins drew
a walk, and with one out
Mikayla Jurek drove home a
run with a single to center field.
But Rosel was able to get Ad-
dalynn Hensen to ground out
to second and Kayleigh
Hilberer to strike out to end the
game.

“We ran out of magic,” said
GLHS Softball Coach Roger
Cook. “If you look up at the
board going into the seventh
inning they had 10 hits and we
had three. It is hard to win
games like that. I am proud of
the girls. They are the greatest
kids. They left their mark for
Grass Lake (softball). Hats off
to Ravenna – they are hard hit-
ting and very disciplined.
[Rosel] had a great off-speed
pitch to keep us unbalanced.”

The Warriors, who finished
with the season 36-6, lose just
three seniors – Addalynn

Hensen, Leilah Smith, and
Morgan Conrad – for next
year’s run at another champi-
onship for Grass Lake.

Division 3 semifinals 
Grass Lake 3, Evart 2

The Warrior earned their re-
turn trip to the Division 3 cham-
pionship game with a 3-2 win
over the previously unbeaten
Evart Wildcatsy June 12 in the
state semifinals at Secchia
Stadium on the campus of
Michigan State University.
Evart came into the game with
a perfect 40-0 record.

Morgan Conrad singled in
the third inning. Ava Hampton
was then inserted as a pinch-
runner for Conrad and scored
on a double off the center field
fence from Mikayla Jurek to
give Grass Lake an early 1-0
lead.

Evart tied the game in the
bottom of the third on a solo
home run.

The Warriors retook the lead
in the fifth as Chloe Hollifield
delivered a big two-out, two-
run single, scoring Leilah Smith
and Ava Hampton for a 3-1
lead.

The Bulldogs answered in
the bottom of the fifth, scoring
one run with two outs on a walk
and a single. Evart threatened
again in the bottom of the sev-
enth when a Bulldog reached
base on a Warrior error fol-
lowed by an intentional walk
with one out. But Conrad was
able to get one batter on a fly
out to left and another to
ground into a fielder’s choice
for the final out to move on to
the championship.

Conrad had two of the War-
riors’ six hits in the game.
Leilah Smith, Makenzie
Hilberer, Mikayla Jurek, and
Chloe Hollifield all had one hit
apiece.

Conrad went the distance for
Grass Lake, surrendering just
two Wildcat runs on six hits
and two walks, striking out
three.

Florist
& Greenhouse

3250 Wolf Lake Road  Grass Lake MI  522-5050
Monday-Friday 9-6  Saturday 9-3  Sunday closed

designsbyjudyflowers.com

Doing business as
Gold Crown Cleaning Service: 219 Hill Road, Michigan Center
(Janitorial Cleaning) DeAnne Rae Everett, owner;

Dakota Bailey Roofing: 406 Winters Court, Jackson
(Roofing/Construction) Dakota Bailey, owner;

Percision Lawn Care: 717 Royal Drive, Jackson (Lawn Care)
Logan L. Hemminger, owner;

Alli’s Sweet Treats: 1225 South Jackson Street, Jackson (Treat
Maker) Allison Carnes, owner;

The Contractors Guilds: 3151 Mott Street, Jackson (Construc-
tion) Dakota Bailey, owner;

Wells Bee’s & Bales: 11809 Snow Road, Hanover (Agriculture
– Hay & Apiary) Joshua G. Wells, owner;

Brighter Horizons Automotive Repair: 127 Willow Street, Jack-
son (Mobile Automobile Repair) Billy-Joe Farrell, owner;

A little more needed...

Way to go, Warriors!
The Grass Lake girls magical season fell just short in their quest to win two
state titles in a row, but they gave their fans and families the ride of a lifetime.



417 S. Main St. • Brooklyn, MI • Tel: 517.592.3205 bankmichigan.bank

When you save with Bank Michigan, your money does more 
than grow—it stays local, supporting businesses, families, and 

the future of our community. Open a 13-month CD with as little 
as $1,000 and enjoy a competitive 4.50% APY while banking 

with neighbors you know and trust.

***Minimum balance to open an account and obtain the Annual Percentage Yield (APY) shown is $1000. Offer good for the initial term only. 
CDs are automatically renewed at maturity. If you elect to allow your account to automatically renew, it will renew at the then current 12-Month 

is compounded every 3 months and will be credited to the account every 3 months. Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees could 
reduce earnings on the account. APY is accurate as of 5/4/2026. Product offering may be withdrawn at any time.

with our 13-Month CD Special —
backed by a bank rooted in local trust 

for over 100 years.

Grow your 
savings where 

your community 
grows.

Earn 4.50% APY*** 
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Brightening up the village
By John Hummer

Editor
All sectors of the community

are helping to brighten up
Brooklyn by planting flowers
along the village’s main com-
mercial corridor. Organized by
the Village of Brooklyn, the
2026 Adopt-A-Planter Program
brings together businesses, or-
ganizations, and residents to
install flowers and plants in
planters along Main Street. 

A summer tradition since
2009, the Adopt-A-Planter Pro-
gram is a way for the commu-
nity to get involved in
Brooklyn’s beautification and
make Main Street more wel-
coming to residents and visi-
tors. This year, the community
sponsored 26 planters.

Local businesses, organiza-
tions, and residents donated
flowers and planted them along
Main Street in late May. Spon-
sors are encouraged to main-
tain the planters while the
village’s Department of Public
Works provides regular water-
ing. The planters are judged in
late June, and the top three
planters will be announced on
the Village of Brooklyn’s social
media platforms and in the Ex-
ponent. The first-place partici-
pant will get their name
engraved on a trophy, which
they can hold for one year.

It’s YOUR Business
By Cindy Hubbell, President/CEO

Irish Hills Regional
Chamber of Commerce

517-592-8907 • www.irishhills.com

Wristbands are available at
IrishHills.com for the Irish Hills
Lake & Home Tour taking place
on June 20, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. We have five lakes on our
tour this year: Lake Columbia,
Clark Lake, Devils Lake, Evans
Lake, and Lake Somerset.
Thank you to our presenting
sponsor Home Builders As-
sociation of Jackson, Hills-
dale, and Lenawee. For more
details, see below or call 517-
592-8907.

Downtown Brooklyn is
holding its annual Ladies Luau
on Thursday, June 18, from
5:30 to 8 p.m. Join the Down-
town businesses for shopping,
sipping, laughing, and give-
aways. Luau attire is not re-
quired but encouraged. For
questions, contact Kelsey’s
Boutique and Gifts at 517-
592-5032.

Camp Liberty is holding its
Summer Fundraiser Golf Out-
ing and Family Fun Day on
Saturday, June 20, beginning
at 8:30 a.m. at Gauci Golf Re-
sort. Call Melinda at 517-206-
8633 with any questions. 

The Brooklyn Big Boy Car
Shows are back every
Wednesday, from 5 to 8 p.m.
(weather permitting). Enjoy
food, music, a live DJ, driver
prizes, and more.

Michigan Works! South-
east, in partnership with Jack-
son College, invites you to
attend the Race to Talent
event, which is an opportunity
to celebrate and learn from
Jackson County employers
leading the way with Regis-
tered Apprenticeship Pro-
grams. This event takes place
on Thursday, June 18, from
8:30 a.m. to noon. Go to
https://events.resultsathand.co
m/mwa/4274/ for details. 

Celebrate summer with the
Home Builders Association
of Jackson, Hillsdale &
Lenawee at a high-energy
night at Chateau Aeronau-
tique Winery. Enjoy live
music, free food and drinks,
and a great crowd from across
Jackson, Hillsdale, and
Lenawee as we mark one year
as a tri-county association.
This event takes place on
Thursday, June 18, from 5 to 7
p.m. 

Cherry Creek Cellars is
holding its Wheels & Wine Car
Show on June 20, from 5 a.m.
to 5 p.m., featuring class
prizes, live music, food trucks,
café, beverages, and views.
Cars interested in participating
are encouraged to pre-register;
all makes and models wel-
come. 

Join the Village of Brook-
lyn on Thursday, June 25, for
an evening of music, art, local
vendors, and more. Art in the
Park will take place every
fourth Thursday until Septem-
ber from 5 to 9 p.m. 

The Irish Hills Eagles is of-
fering a bus trip to the Detroit
Tigers’ ballgame on Saturday,
June 27, from 1 to 6 p.m. The
trip to the game leaves the Irish
Hills Eagles parking lot at 11
a.m. For tickets, call 517-403-
0107.

For more Irish Hills Happen-
ings, including bike nights, live
music, specials, and more,
please visit the community cal-
endar at IrishHills.com. 

2026 Adopt-A-Planter
Program participants

WellWise Services
Poppa’s Place

Lakeside Custom Printing
Come to Your Effin Senses 

Phyllis Pittman 
Edward Jones 

Financial Advisors 
Girl Scout Troup #60387

Swiss Swirl 
Heart O’ The Lakes

Women’s Club 
Dawn Burmeister

Patrone’s Day Spa
Pinetree Antique Mall 

Carol Moran
Betsy Currie

Sweet Caroline’s Clothing
Boutique 

Shady’s Tap Room
Village Peddler Gift Shoppe
Abie Baldwin and Taylor Aue 
The Morris W. Smith Agency

Donna Howard
Val Herr

The Fugate family 
Angel’s Floral Creations
Skiff Lake Bible Church

Terri Staub Clark
Ava Brighton, floral tech at Angel’s Floral Creations, helps
maintain the flowers in the planter in front of the flower shop
on Main Street in downtown Brooklyn as part of the village’s
Adopt-A-Planter Program. PHOTO COURTESY VILLAGE OF
BROOKLYN

A blossoming communityFriends of Walker Tavern
seeking volunteers

The Friends of Walker Tavern are looking for volunteers who
love history, community, and patriotism to help bring America’s
250th celebration to life in the Irish Hills. 

They are hosting an information meeting on Saturday, June 20,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Hewitt House within Cambridge Junction
Historic State Park, Brooklyn. Call Laurie Perkins at 517-260-
1946 by June 18; lunch is included.

Upcoming events include: Farm & Craft Market, Sunday, July
5, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Patriotic music with the Jacktown
Ukulele Band, Thursday, July 9, from 6 to 8 p.m.; Lost Arts Fair &
Walker Taver Farm & Craft Market, Sunday, August 16, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.; historic baseball, Saturday, August 29, from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

The Irish Hills Lake & Home Tour 
The Irish Hills Regional Chamber of Commerce is hosting its Five Lakes. Five Unique Experi-

ences on Saturday, June 20, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The last boat will leave at 4:30 p.m.
Not all lake life looks the same — and that’s exactly what makes the Irish Hills so special. From

lively all-sports lakes filled with summer energy to peaceful waterfront escapes tucked into nature,
each lake throughout the Irish Hills offers its own unique experience and sense of community.

The 2026 Irish Hills Lake & Home Tour invites guests to explore five incredible lakes by pontoon
and experience firsthand what makes each one different. Whether you’re dreaming of a year-round
lakefront home, searching for the perfect summer getaway, or simply exploring the area, this event
offers a one-of-a-kind opportunity to discover which lake lifestyle feels right for you.



June 4
Property Security: Hyde
Road (2); Peace Officer: Kel-
ley Road; Suspicious Situa-
tion: North Parker Street,
Woodstock Township; South
Main Street; General Non-
Criminal: Hewitt Road; North
Shore Drive; Riverside Road;
Personal Welfare: Southern
Shores Drive; Assault: County
Line Road; Larceny: County
Line Road; North Main Street;
Found Property: Hyde Road;
Civil Dispute: Utopia Drive;
Disorderly: Eagle Point Drive;
Field Contact: North Main
Street;

June 5
Property Security: Hyde
Road (2); Accident: Hyde
Road/North Lake Road; Sus-
picious Situation: Crego
Road; Warrants: Jefferson
Road; 

June 6
Personal Welfare: Aberdeen
Drive; Hewitt Road (2); South

Main Street; Property Secu-
rity: Hyde Road (2); General
Non-Criminal: Oakwood
Beach Drive; Animal Com-
plaint: Daugherty Road;

June 7
Property Security: Hyde
Road (2); Accident: South
Meridian Road/Jefferson
Road; Parking: Hyde Road;
General Non-Criminal: Ferris
Drive; Ashton Ridge Drive,
Blackman Township; Found
Property: Brooklyn Road;

June 8
Property Security: Daugherty
Road; Mill Street; Hyde Road
(2); Larceny: Ocean Beach
Road; Jefferson Road; Mo-
torist Assist: Jefferson
Road/Hyde Road; Peace Offi-
cer: Marshall Street; Acci-
dent: Cement City
Road/Cement City Road;  Jef-
ferson Road; Suspicious Sit-
uation: Hayes Road; General

Assist: Jefferson Road; Disor-
derly: Castlewood
Drive/Wesch Road; Parking:
Hyde Road; Traffic Hazard:
Clark Lake Road/Reed Road;
General Non-Criminal: Jeffer-
son Road; Hewitt Road/Ce-
ment City Road;

June 9
General Non-Criminal: North
Lake Road; Jefferson Road;
North Shore Drive; Accident:
Brooklyn Road/Palmer Road;
Property Security: Hyde
Road (2); Monroe Street;
Alarm: Hawthorne Drive; Ani-
mal Complaint: North Parker
Street/Irvin Street, Woodstock
Township; Breaking & Enter-
ing: Clark Lake Road; Acci-
dent: South Main Street; Field
Contact: Jackson/Cary; 

June 10
Property Security: Clark Lake
Road; Hyde Road (2); Alarm:
Constitution Avenue (2);
Chicago Street (2); Suspi-

cious Situation: South Main
Street; Personal Welfare: Im-
perial Court; Chicago Street;
Field Contact: Kelley Road;
Traffic Hazard: Taylor Road; 
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Things that go bump in the night

Engagement traditions called for news articles about engage-
ments, wedding descriptions, wedding night surprises, hon-
eymoon plans, and anniversary notices. In this engagement
announcement, Miss Besse Irene Murphy announces her be-
trothal to Robert L. Fransted of Napoleon. Newspaper clipping
courtesy of the Lacy family collection.

Pinetree Antiques & More

Different Merchandise Weekly
Good rental rates ~ good store location make this a wonderful experience

Full Line of Antiques
and Collectibles

129 N. MAIN STREET • ON THE SQUARE • BROOKLYN

Open Daily 10 to 5 • For information call 592-3808

Shiverees, charivaries, and newlyweds

As June is one of the most popular
months to marry, let’s ponder interesting
wedding customs. 

Most of you have  seen in movies (or
real-life moments) in which newlyweds
drive away with the car’s bumper drag-
ging shoes and tin cans. This custom
grew out of a more raucous practice
dating back to the 16th century. Loud
announcements are believed to have
arrived in Michigan with the early
French fur traders, while the Irish and
other cultures introduced them to the
southeastern colonies. 

It’s helpful to understand that early
weddings for common folk were often
very small. Sometimes it was immedi-
ate family only, and the ceremony
may have taken place at the bride’s
parents’ home with just a basic meal. 

A “shivaree” was, in essence, the
neighbors, friends, and extended vil-
lagers showing their approval — or
disapproval — for the match. Some-
time during the wedding night, often
with the intent of arriving after the couple
had gone to bed, a large group would
sneak up to the house and begin making
as much noise as possible. Guns were
shot off; pots and pans were clanged.
Yelling and a general hullabaloo were
made to wake the couple and scare off
any evil spirit or bad luck that might try to
attack them.

The clamor would continue until the
couple came forth and offered the crowd
hospitality: food, drink, cigars, and so
forth. The word’s origin is thought to
come from the French word “charivarie,”
meaning “a mock serenade for newly-
weds.”  

Sometimes, however, the crowds were
invasive and burst into homes to pull the
couple from their bed and jostle them
around. At some point, some cultures
threw shoes at the newlyweds as a bless-
ing for safe journeys together. Perhaps
that is where tying the shoes to car

bumpers evolved? (Less of a chance of
bruising or concussions that way.)

In the 19th and 20th centuries, early
newspapers record charivaries in Michi-
gan and around the nation. In May 1901,
an unfortunate event marred the honey-
moon kickoff of Frank Berry and his bride

in Minard’s Mills, just northwest of Jack-
son. Apparently, the bride was the widow
of William Whitehouse, who had died
only five weeks prior. 

The evening of the wedding, a crowd
gathered about the house for a charivari.
Berry opened the door and fired six shots
out the door to dispel the crowd. One shot
hit and ultimately killed, 21-year-old
Archie Whitehouse (presumed to be a
relative of the bride’s former husband).
Was the crowd angry about the fast re-
marriage? Were their yells more threat-
ening than cheerful?

In some accounts, if someone married
too soon, or married someone consid-
ered “too young,” charivari crowds were
known to hang dead possums or skunks
outside the newlyweds’ front door or even
truss up the couple and ride them on rails
several miles outside of town as a com-
munal humiliation or humbling deliver-
ance.

Other times, crowds celebrated with a
true love couple that others couldn’t ac-
cept. In Prescott, Michigan, in 1901, Miss
Edith O. Greenfield,  “an exceptionally
pretty” 25-year-old former schoolteacher,
married Henry Williams, “a colored
painter who was born a slave 48 years
ago on a plantation in Virginia.” The news
article related that Miss Greenfield termi-
nated her contract to teach in the fall and
refused all attempts of persuasion to
“make her discard the negro.” A noisy
charivari took place immediately after the
nuptial ceremony.

Closer to home, in October of 1912, we
find Onsted participating in the custom.
The Telegram relayed, “The boys gave
Billy Ost and his bride a charivari last
Thursday night. All were friendly, and Billy
came out and treated everyone to ci-
gars.” 

The tradition was still alive in 1914
when, in January, Lena Onsted and Isaac
Newton married at the parsonage in On-
sted on a quiet Thursday evening. How-
ever, “The young men [of the village]
obtained the secret, and a charivari party
met at the home of the bride. They were
invited in and soon left.”

Though the carousing loud crowds
were often young men, occasionally, all-
female groups had a go at it. In 1901, a
group of females woke up Mr. and Mrs.
Alf Fox near Adrian with tin pans, horns,

and cow bells. The ladies had
heard that a delivery of tutti frutti
had arrived and came seeking it.
The Foxes invited them in, served
them tutti frutti and cake, and “a
very pleasant evening was
passed.”

Occasionally, however, couples
preferred their privacy and at-
tempted to leave town before any-
one had heard of their marriage. In
1918, Lloyd Toower (who was the
bride’s brother and an upstanding
merchant in Corunna, Mich.) aided
his sister and new husband Alvah
Bemis in avoiding a charivari party.
When the young men of the town
heard they had been cheated out
of free food, drink, and merriment,

they abducted Toower, tied a rope around
his neck, threw him in a car, and aban-
doned him five miles down the road.
Toower sued them for $5,000. 

For most of the nation, the tradition
subsided into the dark sometime during
the somberness of World War I. 

If you have photos, scrapbooks, post-
cards, or other historical items that
may be shared, we would love to see
them. Contact The Exponent office to
arrange a time or email unique photos
with any information you have about
the content to exponews@theexpo-
nent.com. In the subject line, please
note for “Attic & Hearth” or “For
Michelle” and include your name and
contact information in the message. 

Save the Date
Brooklyn Presbyterian Church
2026 Vacation Bible School

June 22-25 • 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m
Children ages 4 through 5th grade are invited to join
us for an exciting and enriching VBS experience at
Brooklyn Presbyterian Church. Mark your calendars
and prepare for a time of fun, learning and spiritual
growth. Whether you’re a  regular attendee or new to
the community, all are welcome to participate in this
wonderful event! Registration now open for students
and volunteers!

Scan the QR code to register

Above, left: Tin cans and shoes were often tied to the back of a newlywed’s
car to draw attention to the big event. Right: In 1912, groom Billy Ost passed
out cigars to friends and village neighbors who came calling in charivari style
on his honeymoon night. Excerpt courtesy of the Daily Telegram.

In some accounts, if someone
married too soon, or married

someone considered “too
young,” charivari crowds were
known to hang dead possums
or skunks outside the newly-

weds’ front door or even truss
up the couple and ride them
on rails several miles outside 

of town as a communal humili-
ation or humbling deliverance.

Collin David Poynter, Jackson, and Alize Raelyn Tripp, Jackson;
Gavin Danile Serafin, Horton, and Lana Joy Gilliland, Horton;
Charles Joseph Selby, Macomb, Brenda Kay Jones, Jackson;
Kristin Michelle Black and Aubrie Antonetti Blackburn, Jackson;
Amberlee Danielle Swift and Ethan Carlton Smith, Jackson;
Mackenzy Marie Wenzlick, Clarklake, and Tanner Schott Napier-
ala, Muskegon;
Melinda Kay Williams and Lavoski Raymond Baker, Jackson;
Alexandra Grace Carmody and Baily Thomas Anderson;
Michael Thomas Morrissey and Catlin Marie Milkinson, Jackson;
Mercedes Leeann Myers, Jackson, and  John Paul Yarbrough,
Cement City;
Gerrit L. Dumond, Jackson, and April Nicole Kral, Jackson;
Destinie Jean Lazarus and Alexandra Michael Robb, Albion;
Donald Alvan Allison and Yolanda Elizabeth Draffen, Jackson;

Stephanie Marie Vowler and Marcellus Allen Holsey, Jackson;
Joshua Rodney LaGow and Jennifer Marie Hewitt, Jackson;
Margaret Sharon Horosko, Concord, and Richard Alan Sandtveit,
Gowen;
Daniel David Manners, Jackson, and Linda Sue Carris, Jackson;
Jocelyn Alejandra Corona Perez, Jackson, and Erick Giovanni
Ventura Vargas, Jackson;
Cindi Leigh Dooley, Grass Lake, and Rodney Alan Fowler, Ply-
mouth;
Roxanne June Marshall, Jackson, and Rodney Lee Marshall,
Hanover;
Shanell Le Trie Hodder and Cheyenne Terri Fox, Jackson;
Aaron Jay Wyckoff and Sarah Jean Patterson, Jackson;
Emily Anne Webb and Scott Christopher Cross, Jackson;
Hope Elizabeth Phelps and Joeseph Airik Taylor, Jackson;

Marriage licenses
Cierra Sowle, Jackson County clerk, reports the following recent recorded marriage licenses: 

Columbia Charter Township fire report
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May 30
Rescue: North Constitution
Avenue; North Main
Street/Monroe Street;
Wamplers Lake Road; Tecum-
seh Street; Fire: Ocean Beach
Road/Riverside Road;

May 31
Rescue: Palmer Road; Fire:
Southern Shores Drive;

June 1
Rescue: West Lowry Drive;
Jackson Street; Constitution
Avenue; Assist other agency:
Sauk Trail, Hillsdale Co.;

June 2
Rescue: Constitution Avenue;

June 3
Rescue: Woodward Avenue;
Jefferson Road; Case Road;
Ashley Court;

June 4
Rescue: East Princess Drive;
North Shore Drive; Fire: River-
side Road;

June 5
Rescue: Ernest Street; Riviera
Drive; Hyde Road/North Lake
Road; Fire: Cement City Road; 

June 6
Rescue: Marshall Street; Oak-
wood Beach Drive; West Mill
Pond Drive; Constitution Av-
enue; 

June 7
Rescue: Ferris Drive; South
Main Street; Brooklyn Road; 

June 8
Rescue: Jefferson
Road/Hyde Road; Lakeview
Drive; Brooklyn Road; Hewitt
Road/Cement City Road;
Fire: Clark Lake Road/Reed
Road; Riviera Drive;

June 9
Rescue: North Lake Road;
South Main Street; Hyde Road;
Wamplers Lake Road; North
Shore Drive

June 10
Rescue: Constitution Avenue;
Kelley Road; Taylor Road; 

SHOP YOUR LOCAL CHRYSLER DEALERSHOP YOUR LOCAL CHRYSLER DEALER
FOR THE BEST DEALS AND SERVICE

Betty Lou Carr,
75, of Brooklyn,
Mich., passed
away on June 8,
2026. 
A celebration of
Betty’s life will be
held at a later date.

Betty was born
on October 11,
1950, in Rector,
Ark., to Paul and

Lou (Eagle) McClune.
Betty married the love
of her life, Keith, on
April 3, 1981, in Jack-
son, Mich. She will be
remembered as an
avid sports enthusiast
who participated in
many sports, including
softball, bowling, and
darts. She also loved
traveling, camping,

and spending time at their
cabin up north in Cadillac.

Betty will be greatly missed
by her husband, Keith, of 45
years; her children, Kelli
(John) Partin, Timothy
(Brandy) Strassburg; grand-
children, Samantha, Bobby,
Tim, Jeff, Josh, and Fred;
and her special niece,
Christa Brown. She was pre-
ceded in death by her son,

Fred; her parents, Paul and
Lou McClune; her sisters,
Patricia and Doris; and her
brothers, Paul and Bob.

Memorial contributions are
suggested to the American
Breast Cancer Foundation.
Please leave a message of
comfort for Betty’s family or
sign her guestbook at
w w w. E i n e d e r F u n e r a l -
Homes.com.

Betty Lou Carr
A Celebration of Life for

George F. Hill will be held on
Saturday, June 20, at St. Rita’s
Church, Clarklake, Mich.
George passed away on April
10 at the age of 92. The Cele-
bration of Life Mass will begin
at 11 a.m., and the visitation is
at 10 a.m. 

He would love to see the
church filled with flowers. 

Celebration of Life

Betty Lou Carr

George F. Hill
January 30,

1934, to April
10, 2026

Martha Ruth Farrell,
92, of Brooklyn, Mich.,
passed away on Friday,
May 29, 2026, at Henry
Ford Hospice Home,
Jackson. Martha’s family
and friends will gather
on Friday, June 26,
2026, from 10 to 11 a.m.
at Eineder Funeral
Homes – Brooklyn
Chapel. Her funeral
service will be held at 11 a.m.
and officiated by Chaplain
Bart Hall. Burial of ashes will
follow the service at Highland
Cemetery, Brooklyn. 

You are encouraged to
wear your favorite Detroit
Tigers apparel. 

She was born on Novem-
ber 14, 1933, in Brooklyn,
Mich., to Shirley and Gladah

(Ellis) English.
Martha married
the love of her
life, the late
Leonard Farrell,
on April 1, 1951,
in Brooklyn,
Mich. They were
c h i l d h o o d
s w e e t h e a r t s
who celebrated
70 years to-

gether before his passing.
Martha will be remembered
as a great cook and baker,
especially known for her
pies. She is a Brooklyn High
School graduate, class of
1951. She worked for the
Brooklyn Exponent for many
years as a lady’s columnist.
Martha was a longtime sup-
porter and president of Re-

bekah’s Lodge. She also at-
tended monthly card parties
and was a member of the
Jefferson Book Club. Martha
had a fun personality and
passed that along to her
daughters, along with her
cooking techniques. She was
a 50-year member of the
Brooklyn Presbyterian
Church. She enjoyed spend-
ing time with her family
camping at Silver Lake
Campgrounds, and she was
a huge Detroit Tigers fan.
After retirement she and
Leonard moved to Florida,
and she remained active in
the community there as well.
Martha will be missed by all
who knew and loved her.  

Martha is survived by her
children, Shirley (Michael)

Doty, Julia Farrell, and Sarah
Kaplan; grandchildren, Va-
lerie (Steve) Ferency,
Matthew (Sara) McCutheon,
and Geoffrey (Emily) Mc-
Cutcheon; great-grandchil-
dren, Melody and Lyric
Ferency, Shanea and Elijah
McCutcheon, Emma and
Harry McCutcheon. She was
preceded in death by her par-
ents, Shirley and Gladah;
husband, Leonard, and her
sister, Doris Silkworth.

Memorial contributions are
suggested to a charity of your
choice. Please leave a mes-
sage of comfort for Martha’s
family or sign her guestbook
at www.EinederFuneral-
Homes.com.

Martha R. 
Farrell 

Obituaries

Kenneth Richard Vreeland, 54, Jackson;
Marie Todoroff, 91, Sandstone;
Michael A. Ewing, 83, Somerset Township;
Arlene Helen Schaschl, 83, Jackson;
David Brin Campbell, 71, Summit Township;
William John Tufnell, 68, Henrietta;
Mariah Nicole Williams, 32, Blackman Township;
Vilma Jane Stimer, 75, Coldwater;
Gary Lyn Vian, 70, Leoni Township;
Sheryl Lynn Yarbro, 68, Blackman Township;
Irvina Kay Risinger, 75, Coldwater;
Alan Grover Eicher, 85, Summit Township;
Barbara Hackworth, 76, Parma Township;
Paul Douglas Barnett, 82, Bunkerhill Township;
David Clark, 78, Blackman Township;
Kendra Hamman, 59, Ypsilanti;
Edward James Zanetti, 22, Grass Lake Township;
Kenneth E. Dusseau, 88, Summit Township;
Martha Jane Craft, 91, Jackson;
Thomas Alan Trosin, 88, Summit Township;
Rexine E. Cockroft, 95, Springport Township;
Connie Elaine Hinkle, 83, Grass Lake Township;
Jose Angel Rodriguez, 61, Jackson;
James Edward Beech, 83, Jackson;
Thelma Christine Craft, 98, Columbia Township;
Mary Alice Delaney, 84, Jackson;
Carolyn Mae Glair, 92, Blackman Township;
Robert Kerry Smith, 92, Jackson;
Robby Ty Loomis, 61, Wheatland Township;
Joan A. Prus, 94, Napoleon Township;
Duane Richard Lantis, 90, Napoleon Township;
Elijah Sims, 31, Jackson.

Death notices
Cierra Sowle, Jackson County clerk, reports the following

recent recorded deaths: 

Daybook

Martha R. Farrell

Sandra Lee Neige-
bauer, 85, of Fort Wayne,
Ind., formerly of Jackson,
Mich., passed away on
June 6, 2026. Sandra’s
family and friends will
gather from 11 to 1 p.m.,
Monday, June 15, 2026,
at Eineder Funeral
Homes – Michigan Cen-
ter Chapel. Her funeral
service will immediately
follow, at 1 p.m., with Pastor
Jeff Sheeks serving as cele-
brant.

Sandra was born on August
13, 1940, in Jackson, Mich., to
John Alexander and Grace
Josephine (Greaige) MacKen-
zie. She married Doran Hilde-
brand and, in their 26 years of

marriage, had six
children. Later,
Sandra married
the late Charles
Neigebauer. She
will be remem-
bered as a caring
and nurturing
wife, mother, sis-
ter, grandmother,
g r e a t - g r a n d -
mother, and

friend. Sandra was in the med-
ical field for many years. She
proudly served the people of
her community in the Jackson
area, owning and operating a
care home in Michigan Center.
When she relocated to Chu-
rubusco, Indiana, she, and
Charles “Dale” bought a 5-acre

lot, including a stable with
three horses at the Eel River
Campground, where they
spent over 15 years, meeting
and enjoying friendships with
several of the returning
campers. Sandra was very so-
cial and had several close
friends she had spent time
with. She had a fierce love for
her two dogs, Nikki and Oreo.
Sandra loved to play card
games, especially 500 Rummy
with her daughter Tara. But
Sandra’s greatest joy in life
was spending time with her
family at gatherings and visits,
which she always said were
never enough. 

Sandra will be greatly
missed by her children, Brian (

Lorelei) Hildebrand. Phil (Sue)
Hildebrand, Erin (Amy) Hilde-
brand, Tara (Jeff) Storch, Daryl
(Rudy Lopez) Hildebrand; 24
grandchildren; and 43 great-
grandchildren; many special
friends and her beloved dogs,
Nikki and Oreo. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents,
John and Grace MacKenzie;
her husband, Charles; her son,
Eric Hildebrand; an infant
brother, Gregory; her brother,
John MacKenzie; and her sis-
ter, Jacqueline Lewis.

Please leave a message of
comfort for Sandra’s family or
sign her guestbook at
www.EinederFuneralHomes.c
om.

Sandra 
Neigebauer 

Sandra Lee Neigebauer

N o r m a n
“Joe” Gerald
Weatherwax,
97, of Cement

City, Mich., passed away
peacefully at home on
Wednesday, June 10,
2026.

Joe was born on Au-
gust 21, 1928, in Cement
City, Mich., to his parents,
Wayne and Mary Weath-
erwax.

He graduated from Cement
City High School in 1946. He
then attended Jackson Junior
College before continuing his
education at Western Michigan
University.

Joe was drafted into the
United States Army and
served in Arlington as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in war traffic

analysis. He was
honorably dis-
charged in 1951.

He worked for
International Har-
vester, Clark
Equipment, and
later served as an
office manager
for Firestone in
Adrian. In 1958,
Joe returned to
the family farm,

where he worked until his re-
tirement in 2001.

Joe married Joyce Young in
1954, and together they raised
five children.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Jill, Jeff, Jan, Julie, and
Jim; grandchildren, Brandon,
Delaney, Elaine, Charlie, Kay-
lyn, Tony, Kimberly, Scott, Brid-

get, Cody, and Samantha; and
great-grandchildren, Markese,
Q u i n c y , 
Maddie, Evie, Connor, Orrin IV,
Koa, Quincy, Isabella, and
Avianna.

Joe’s true loves were his
wife, Joyce, his children, his
horses, and sports. He rode
horses on the farm throughout
his life and continued to sup-
port the girls with their show
horses until recently. He loved
baseball and, at one point as a
young man, played on three
teams at the same time. Bas-
ketball was also his favorite
sport.

Joe especially enjoyed
watching his grandchildren
participate in sports and activ-
ities, including Brandon in
hockey, Kaylyn, Kimberly, and

Markese in basketball, Tony in
golf, Scott in basketball, and
Elaine in dance.

He also enjoyed playing eu-
chre with his wife and, later,
with family during holiday gath-
erings. The family euchre par-
ties became a cherished
tradition. Joe wanted his chil-
dren to experience everything
life had to offer, including
snowmobiling, snow skiing,
water skiing, motorcycle riding
and racing, skating, horse
showing, boating, baseball,
and softball.

Joe will be laid to rest with
his beloved wife at 2:30 p.m.
on Monday, June 15, 2026, at
East Liberty Cemetery in
Clarklake, Mich.

Norm 
Weatherwax 

Norman Gerald Weatherwax

One stop business shop!
Notary • Copies  • Fax • Envelopes • Printing

The Exponent
160 S. main St.

Brooklyn
517 592-2122

Columbia Charter Township fire report
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By JACKIE KOCH
Meadowbrroook Media

The second annual Devils
Lake Summer Festival will take
place Saturday, June 20, in the
village of Manitou Beach, 110
Devils Lake Highway, continu-
ing the event that was created

They did just that, and this year
they have included around a
dozen fine artists along with 50
crafters and vendors.

The event, which will run
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., will include
face painting, a balloon artist,
carnival games, pony rides, 11
raffffle baskets all worth over

support with monthly distri-
bution of toiletries and food,
and a Christmas angel tree for
children’s gifts. They also give
five scholarships to high school
students each year, among other
projects.

“WWee also support the Kiwan-
is with their holiday gift baskets

Devils Lake Summer Festival 
returns for second year

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ing the event that was created
in 2025.

According to Michele Hen-
son, chair of the new summer
festival board, the Land and
Lake Ladies Club was look-
ing for a project to support the
Manitou Beach community
when they heard that the Devils
Lake Arts Festival was going to
cancel last year’s event because
they lost out on a grant to fund
the festival.

“And so we said, hey, what if
we do a summer festival without
the fine artists, and still have
crafters, vendors, kids’ activi-
ties, the whole thing,” she said.

raffffle baskets all worth ov
$150, and live music throu
the day by Brian Brickley
the Martindales, a Souther
band.

There will be yard gam
adults, free popcorn, ice c
and the food trucks Brend

of TLittle Taste Teexas, Han
Hawaiian Shaved Ice and 
& Sweets.

The Devils Lake Summ
Festival operates as a fund
raiser for projects of the L
and Lake Ladies Club. Th
club serves the Manitou B
area by providing a vetera
lunch, family and senior c

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cascto The 

com
Mus

ver
ughout

y and
rn soul

mes for
cream,
da’s
nah’s
Sips

mer
d-

Land
he
Beach
ans’
citizen

is with their holiday gift baskets
and providing items for that, so
we have a ton of projects that
we do to support people around
the community. Part of this
fundraising through our festival
is to support those activities, as
well as providing just a wonder-
ful day for the community to get
together and enjoy one another,
and the amazing village that is
now here,” said Henson.

Some of the money raised
through sponsorships and raffffles
will go back to the festival, but
the rest will be used to support
the community. So far the club
has raised $9,000 from sponsor-
ships.

Henson said the event will
be open to all. “And there’s
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com

edWeEach W
the fountains
this descripti
response to p
lights and fou
inspiring feat
days from 8-

1 p.mfrom 6-1
made waterfa

The Casca
1401 S. Brow
Sparks Found
to experience
less from mo
summer ente

Music lov

ooMeadowbr
By JACKIE

no cover charge. It’s free. All
Wthe games are free. Wee’re just

thrilled to have people come and
enjoy it,” she said. “It’s on the
first day of summer. What better
way to kick offff lake life?”

For more details on the fes-
tival, visit manitoubeachmichi-
gan.com or the Land and Lake
Ladies Club on Facebook.

Club brings 
the Arts

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mmunity at The Cascades

g.mijackson.or
the Jackson County Parks Facebook page or 
Park, visit the Cascades Park Facebook page, 
Cascades and Sparks Foundation County 

The o stay up to date on happenings at ToT
and Sundays from noon-6 p.m. 

ednesdays when it stays open until 9 p.m., WeW
1 a.m.-6 p.m. on all days expect for week – 1

The splash pad is open seven days a . under
$2 for ages 4 and older – free for those 3 and 
park except for the splash pad, which costs 
entry fee for the remaining portions of the 

There is no senior citizens ages 65 and up. 
, $3 for ages 4 to 12, and $4 for 13 and older

Entry to the falls area is $5 for those ages 
Aug. 20. Dog Days event on 
There will be another splash pad for free. 

is $2 per human; dogs are admitted to the 
The cost people to bring their dogs out.” 

to do it once a month this summer and get 
e’re going to tryWeevent,” said Hutchins. “W

s starting to become a favorite ing it, and it’
-This is the third year we’re dotheir dogs. 

to 8 p.m. people come in and they can bring 
, July 23. “From 6 p.m. Thursdayplace on 

Dog Days of Summer event will take AA
sion to the palooza is $5.

-Admistent in the falls area,” Hutchins said. 
will have live music, yard games and a beer 

, and we toward the adults in our community
geted more an event we have every year tar

, July 10. “This is the Falls event on Friday
Sparks Park will also host a Palooza at 

entertainment, a food truck and more. 
handcrafted and handmade items, musical 
ture the work of local artists and artisans with 

-The market will fea, June 27. p.m. Saturday
& Market at the Cascades from 10 a.m.-2 
ties, the park will host its third annual Crafts 

-In addition to regularly scheduled activi
park that are free to use. 
ing trails and pickleball courts within the 

-there are playgrounds, picnic shelters, walk
Parks Event Manager Jacey Hutchins said 

fireworks start at 6:30 p.m.
All family night shows and . 3 and younger

and children ages 4-12; and free for children 
5, is $8 per person; $6 for senior citizens 

, Sept. , July 3, and Saturdaydates of Friday
Fireworks admission on the remaining 

for up to eight family members.
Admission for family nights is $15 on July 1. 

Alibi Band The Karen Kidder & 
cience Night on June 24, or 
ay night entertainment can look 
who want to take advantage of 
are free to attend. 

-All Saturk and country music. 
70s ’60s, ’50s, ’aying a mix of 

The Ramblers will , June 27, day
lly and country music. 

performing Americana, dours 
ohn Louis Good and the Rose 
7 p.m. include, on June 20, local 
g Saturday night concerts in the 

ols of water that are 30 feet by 
ide of the falls – the walkway 

There are 126 steps g website. r
water pump, according to the 
f LED lights, and a 2,000-gallon-

1 that are illuminated, uding 1
There are six fountains, feet. 

al height of 64 feet and a total 
They measure 500 feet long, 2. 

rst displayed to the public on 
The s most famous landmark. y’

mmunity for more than 90 years 
ades has been a fixture in the 
dshell. 

-ht in the Cascades Rotary Com
fers live music each ffthe park of

. dusk three times each summer
ic and/or a special theme, with 
night shows take place that 

-dnesday night through the sum
s and waterfalls in person. 
ion does not compare to seeing 
prerecorded or live music – but 
untains change patterns in direct 

The Cascades is that the tures of 
1 p.m. One of the most awe-1

-Thursdays through Sunm. and 
ednesdays Weall that operates W

ades is a colorfully lit, man-
wn St. 
dation County Park, located at 

s The Cascades in Jackson’e 
ost locations in Lenawee County 
ertainment can drive an hour or 
vers and those looking for unique 

ok Media
E KOCH

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

By JACKIE KOCH
Meadowbrook Media

 Club (TTThe Tooledo Artists’ TAAC) has been part 
of promoting the arts in Northwest Ohio for more 
than 80 years, beginning with the Outdoor Art 
Jubilee in 1941. Later, the club established the 
Rose Garden Arts Festival in 1966 in downtown 

TTTooledo in partnership with the Tooledo Depart-
ment of Forestry, relocating to Crosby Park in 

Tthe 1970s, where it became known as The Tooledo 
Festival of the Arts. Eventually Crosby Park was

TTooledo Artists’ C
back Festival of 
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Festival of the Arts. Eventually Crosby Park was 
Trenamed the Tooledo Botanical Garden and the

event was changed to become the Crosby Festi-
val of the Arts.

When organizers for the Crosby Festival 
decided to move that event to the fall of 2026 

Tat a difffferent location, TAAC members worked
Tto reestablish the Tooledo Festival of the Arts, 

returning to its roots by focusing on local and 
regional artists. The revived festival will take 
place Saturday, June 27, from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and 

TSunday, June 28, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., at Tooledo 
Botanical Garden. 

In addition to booths showing the work of 
Tmore than 150 artists, TAAC will host a special 

historical retrospective featuring the work of 
TTnotable Tooledo artists in its gallery at the Tooledo

Botanical Garden during the festival. There will 
be plein air painters throughout the gardens and 
visitors to the festival will be able to watch their 
process and discuss their work. 

Acce
5434 W
north sid
The fest
gardens
the gard
home of
parking 

“It’s 
we hope
hope pe
the artis
their ple
quality 

Roun

Club, w

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

90 feet.
1 poopasses 1

along each si
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-minute wper
thousands of 
16 falls inclu
width of 90 f
with a vertica
May 10, 193
falls were fir

ess to the festival will take place at the 
W. Bancroft St. entrance, instead of the 

de Elmer Drive entrance, Meyers said. 
tival will be on the south side of the 

s, but attendees are welcome to explore 

will be one of the artists this year.

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Disney and K
forward to Sc

ednesdWethe W
Families w

day concerts 
80s rock’and 

entertain, pla
On Saturd

folk, rockabi
roubadTCity 

musicians Jo
bandshell at 7

Upcoming
p

dens as well as the artist buildings and the 
Tf the Tooledo Artists Club. There will be 

on site. 
going to be a little difffferent this year, but 

e just as much fun,” said Meyers. “WWee 
eople come and wander around and view 
st village and watch the artists working on 

Wein air pieces. Wee have incredibly high-
artists exhibiting.”
nding out the festival will be acoustic mu-
and several food trucks to give festival-
ustenance for prolonged browsing. 

Tmore information on the Tooledo Festival
Arts, visit toledoartistclub.com.

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TTAAC board member Donlyn Meyers said the 
festival will be free to enter, a change that will 
allow attendees to focus on using their funds to 
support the artists who sell their creations. 
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES

tf

rlbakerconstruction@outlook.com

517-592-4167

Visit our Web Site at www.rlbakerconstruction.com

• Home additions
• Garages
• Pole Barns
• Finished Basements

• Design/Space Planning
• Insulated Concrete Form

Foundations

13tf

Call Jon at 517-592-3001
jon@jmasoncontracting.com • www.jmasoncontracting.com

180 Wamplers Lake Rd. Brooklyn

   SPECTRUM
BUILDING
COMPANY
— CUSTOM HOMES —
RESIDENTIAL • REMODELING

& RENOVATIONS

spectrumbldg@frontiernet.net

(517) 206-7303   
31tf

Custom Cabinets • (517) 592-2292

STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL

BUILDERS / CONTRACTORS / CONSTRUCTION

NEW HOMES/ADDITIONS

LAKE HOME SPECIALIST

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

DESIGN/BUILD

517-536-4300   

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

REMODELING

33tf

Small Company - Low prices

Brad Minton - Owner
Licensed & Insured

(517) 448-7371

(517) 673-0235

• Residential 
& Comercial

• Furnace
• Heat pump

• Geo-Thermal
• Air Conditioning

• Ductwork
•Gas Piping

• Water Heater
• Boilers

HW Towing – Licensed, buying
junk cars and trucks, free pickup
7 days a week, pay in cash. Call
517-605-6388 or 734-223-5581. 
6

Moto 1 cycle & ATV – Great prices,
great service! 9934 W. U.S. 223,
Rome Center. 517-467-9311
www.moto1cycle.com     tf

MOTO 1 CYCLE

ESTATE/MOVING SALES

HANDYMAN
Retired carpenter offering
handyman work and home
improvement Call Mark 517-960-
8184                                 25tf

WORK WANTED
Work Wanted: Concrete flat work,
driveways, barns, patios, etc. Large
or small accepted. Call 517 499-
1869  tfn

OUTDOOR / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

C.P.M.
Complete Property Maintenance

LAWN CARE
SNOW REMOVAL
LANDSCAPING 
SPRING/ FALL CLEANINGS
BRUSH CUTTING/HOGGING
TREE & BRUSH REMOVAL
STUMP REMOVAL
LAND CLEARING
FORESTRY MULCHING
SITE PREP
EXCAVATION
GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
AND MORE!

(517) 416-1043

Loren Ebersole

EXPONENT

HEATING AND COOLING

• Serving Jackson, Lenawee & Hillsdale counties
• 30+ years Experience
• Residential and commercial
• Installation & 24 hour service
• Free Estimates
• MechanicalExtremes.com • 517-812-2484

tf• Quick
• Quality
• Affordable

APLUSELECTRICPRO.COM

46

46

DOCKS/SEAWALLS

SEAWALLS
Rock, steel repairs, 

retaining walls, 
site work, grading, 

driveways.
Call Crosslake Construction.
(517) 937-6979

tf

DOCKS/SEAWALLS

SEAWALLS
Rock, steel repairs, 

retaining walls, 
site work, grading, 

driveways.
Call Crosslake Construction.
(517) 937-6979

tf

LEONI TOWNSHIP
46

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND TAXPAYERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LEONI
TOWNSHIP OF LEONI, AND THE COUNTY OF JACKSON.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Leoni Township Planning Commission
will hold a public hearing on amending the AG Special Land Use for a Con-
ditional Use Permit and the amendment of the Fencing Ordinance. The
hearing will be held on July 1, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the Township Hall at
913 5th Street, Michigan Center, Michigan.

Cindy Norris
Clerk

LEONI TOWNSHIP
46LEONI TOWNSHIP OFFICE

913 FIFTH ST 
MICHIGAN CENTER MI 49254

517-764-4694 PHONE 

NOTICE

The Leoni Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing,
Monday, July 6, 2026 at 6:00 P.M. in the Leoni Township Meeting Hall, 913
Fifth St., Michigan Center, Michigan, 49254.  This meeting will be held in
person.

000-14-09-158-001-01
309 Gilmore Court
Laurie Nelsom Variance

Purpose of hearing: Variance

Legal Description: LOT 12 CONOVER SUBDIVISION

Cindy Norris, 
Clerk

NORVELL TOWNSHIP • TRUSTEE WANTED
46 x2THE TOWNSHIP OF NORVELL

300 Mill Road
Brooklyn, MI 49230

(517)536-4370
FAX (517) 536-0110

Norvell Township is seeking a township resident interested in serving on
the Norvell Township Board to fill a vacated Township Trustee position.
This position will have a term ending on November 20, 2028.

If you are interested in serving in this capacity, please send a letter of in-
terest and resume to Sharon Pero, Norvell Township Clerk, 300 Mill Road,
Brooklyn, MI 49230.

The letter of interest and resume must be received by Monday, July 1,
2026, at noon (12:00).  Resumes may be delivered in person (the office is
open Mondays and Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Tuesdays
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.), by mail at the address listed above or via email
to Clerk@norvelltwp-mi.gov.

Interviews will be held at a Special Meeting on Monday, July 6, 2026, at
6:00 p.m. at the Norvell Township Hall.  A decision will be made at the
meeting.

Any questions, please contact Norvell Township Clerk, Sharon Pero, at
(517) 536-4370, Ext. 102.

Sharon Pero
Norvell Township Clerk

WOODSTOCK TOWNSHIP ACCURACY TEST

46

Woodstock Township
6486 Devils Lake Hwy

Addison, MI. 49220        
Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that a Public  Accuracy Test for Woodstock Town-
ship will be conducted at 11 am Monday July 13, 2026 at the Township
Hall 6486 Devils Lake Hwy, Addison, MI.

The test shall be conducted in the manner prescribed by rules promulgated
by the Secretary of State pursuant to the administrative procedures’ act
of 1969 Act. No 306 of the Public Acts of 1909, being sections 24.201 to
24.328 of Michigan Compiled Laws.

This accuracy test is held to test the programs to be used in processing
ballots for the Primary Election to be held on Tuesday August 4, 2026. All
interested persons are invited to attend.

Ashley Wilson
Woodstock Township Clerk

BRUSH HOG MOWING
Call Ed Bendele

517-917-6441

BRUSH HOG MOWING
Call Ed Bendele

517-917-6441

Playing in dirt for over 50 years!

William J. Bendele Jr.

3517 Ocean Beach Rd.
Clarklake, MI 49234

P:517.592.5467
Bendeleconst@comcast.net

Excavating, Seawalls, Septic Systems,
Beach Sand, Top Soil & Hauling

Hoarders Delight Estate Sale
4605 Palmer Hwy., Briton, Mich., 49229, June 17 to June 19, 9 am to 5
pm, and June 20, 9 am to noon. House and Barn are Full! Avon Dealer
Inventory Sell Off, Tons of Brand New Items, New Costume Jewelry (NO
GOLD), All Appliances Sell, Antiques, Depression Glass, Mobility Scooter
(Like New), Vintage Tupperware, Lots of Canning Jars, New Holiday
Décor, New Linens, Vintage Clothing, Snowbabies, Lots of Books, 10x12
Barn Style Shed, Wilton Bullet Vise, Cutting Torches, Horizontal Bandsaw,
Blacksmith Vise, Clawfoot Bath Tup and the list keeps going! Don’t Miss
This 4 Day Sale! 75% off on Saturday! Saling Supreme Liquidations!

COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT JACKSON, LENAWEE,  
WASHTENAW AND HILLSDALE COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

NOTICE OF A Public Hearing On Proposal Columbia School District
2024/2025 Budget 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on June 22, 2026, at
5:00 o’clock p.m., at the Columbia Community

Room, Brooklyn, Michigan the Board of Education of
Columbia School District will hold a public hearing to
consider the District’s proposed 2026/2027 budget. 

The Board may not adopt its proposed 2026/2027 budget until after a pub-
lic hearing. A copy of the proposed property tax millage rate is available
for public inspection June 17th – 19th between 12pm and 3pm at Columbia
School District Administration Office, 11775 Hewitt Road, Brooklyn, MI
49230. 

This notice is given by order of the Columbia School District Board of Ed-
ucation. 

Secretary,
Tiffany Flinn

Classifieds

NORVELL TOWNSHIP ZBA

46

NOTICE OF HEARING 

NORVELL TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS The Norvell
Township Board of Appeals will meet on Wednesday, July 1, 2026 at 6:00
p.m. at the Township Offices, 300 Mill Road, Norvell MI to hear the request
of Zack Kulpinski for a 2’6” front yard variance to the home at 11650
Lawrence Road. Interested parties can also provide written comments by
forwarding them to Attention: Zoning Appeal Board prior to scheduled
meeting date. 

Martin Taylor, 
Zoning Administrator

CARS WANTED

Estate & Moving Sale – Household items, antiques, collectibles, clothing,
and more; June 19, 20, 21, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 9 am – 6 pm, 11632
Wheaton Road, Cement City. #46
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IF YOU WANT TO DRINK that’s
your business. If you would like to
stop, please call 517-789-8883. AA
Jackson area, local intergroup.tf*

Irish Hills AA Meeting, 10341
Springville Hwy., Onsted on
Wednesdays & Saturdays at 8 p.m.

Alzheimer’s Support Group
meeting- at Brooklyn Presbyterian
Church every 3rd Wednesday from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. for more info
call 517-999-300   4.        25tf

JACKSON AL-ANON MEETING –
Mon. & Fri. 10:30 a.m. First Presby-
terian Church, 743 W. Michigan Ave.
937-9500    for more info. tf

Springville Church AA – Mondays
1 p.m. at Springville Methodist
Church, Springville Hwy. & M-50.tf*

Brooklyn AA meetings, Tue. & Fri.
7:30-8:30 p.m. All Saints Church
hall, Brooklyn. tf*

SUPPORT GROUPS

Manitou Beach Group meets Mon-
day abd Thursday, 450 Manitou
Road. tf*

Amendment to Section 62-726 on recommendation
by the Village Planning Commission as approved at a
regular meeting on May 18, 2026.

Section 62-726 is amended in its entirety to read as
follows:

(1) Multiple-family dwelling means a structure, con-
taining multiple dwelling units, designed for or oc-
cupied by two or more families with separate
housekeeping and cooking facilities for each, such
as, but not limited to, town homes, triplex or quad-
plex.

On a motion by Village Council member Davis, sec-
onded by Village Council member Hicks, the Village of
Brooklyn, County of Jackson, State of Michigan, by a
majority vote of the Village Council, hereby adopts
Sections 62.726 of Chapter 62 of the Municipal Code
of Ordinances and to be effective upon the publication
in the newspaper.

YEAS: Trustee Bach. Trustee Bliven. Trustee Davis,
Trustee Hicks, Trustee Robinson, President Roberts

NAYS: None

ABSENT / ABSTAIN: Trustee R. Kay

Ordinance declared adopted on June 8, 2026.

Estella Roberts, Village President
Village of Brooklyn

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION
I, Whitney Harbowy, the Clerk of the Village of Brook-
lyn certify that the foregoing ordinance is a true and
correct copy of the ordinance enacted by the Village
Council of the Village of Brooklyn on June 8, 2026
which shall be published in the Brooklyn Exponent, a
newspaper of general circulation in the Village of
Brooklyn on June 16, 2026.

ORDINANCE NO. 2026.06.05
An ordinance to amend ordinance Section 62-726 Definition of Multi Family Housing
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VILLAGE OF BROOKLYN

Addition of ordinance to Section 18-115 - 18-125 on
recommendation by the Village Planning Commission
as approved at a regular meeting on May 18, 2026.

Section is added in its entirety to read as follows:

ARTICLE VII. IPMC Code

Sec. 18-115. Adoption of the International Property
Maintenance Code.

The International Property Maintenance Code, 2024
edition, as published by the International Code Coun-
cil, be and hereby is adopted as the Property Mainte-
nance Code ofthe Village of Brooklyn, in the State of
Michigan for the purpose of regulating and governing
the conditions and maintenance of all property, build-
ings and structures; by providing the standards for
supplied utilities and facilities and other physical things
and conditions essential to ensure that structures are
safe, sanitary and fit for occupation and use; providing
for the issuance of permits and collection of fees there-
for; and each and all ofthe regulations, provisions,
penalties, conditions and terms of said property main-
tenance code on file in the office of the village clerk
are hereby referred to, adopted, and made a part
hereof, as iffully set out in this article, with the addi-
tions, insertions, deletions and changes prescribed.

Sec. 18-116. Enforcing agent.
The village hereby designates the village manager, or
designee, as the enforcing agency to discharge the re-
sponsibilities of the village code.

Sec. 18-117. Fees.
Fees shall be set by the Village Council. See Sec. 2-
29 Schedule of Civil Fines or Costs

Sec. 18-118. Amendments
The Village Council, upon recommendation of the
Planning Commission, shall amend or remove any
section of the International Property Maintenance
Code as needed to meet the needs ofthe community.
Amendments shall be shown within this section.

Sec. 18-119. Conflicts.
All ordinances, resolutions or orders, or parts thereof,
in conflict with the provisions of this article are, to the
extent of such conflict, hereby repealed.

Editor's note(s)-See editor's note to § 18-23.

Secs. 18-120-18-125. Reserved

On a motion by Village Council member Davis, sec-
onded by Village Council member Robinson, the Vil-
lage of Brooklyn, County of Jackson, State of
Michigan, by a majority vote of the Village Council,
hereby adopts Sections 18.115 - 18.125 of Chapter 18
of the Municipal Code of Ordinances and to be effec-
tive upon the publication in the newspaper.

YEAS: Trustee Bliven, Trustee Robinson, Trustee
Hicks, Trustee Bach, Trustee Davis, President Roberts

NAYS:None

ABSENT / ABSTAIN: Trustee R. Kay

Ordinance declared adopted on June 8, 2026.

Estella Roberts, Village President
Village of Brooklyn

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION

I, Whitney Harbowy, the Clerk of the Village of Brook-
lyn certify that the foregoing ordinance is a true and
correct copy of the ordinance enacted by the Village
Council of the Village of Brooklyn on June 8, 2026
which shall be published in the Brooklyn Exponent, a
newspaper of general circulation in the Village of
Brooklyn on June 16, 2026.

ORDINANCE NO. 2026.06.06
An ordinance for the addition of ordinance Section 18-115 - 18-125 -

INTERNATIONALPROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE
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VILLAGE OF BROOKLYN

Great Auction - Antiques from Henry Ford 
Museum & Large Estate Great Auction - 

Antiques from Henry Ford Museum & Large Estate

Items from the Henry Ford Museum incl. Fantastic Collection of Antique Horse Collar Hame & Sleigh
Bells, 1911 Unitype Composing Machine, Large Cast Iron Book Copy Presses, Variety of 1800-1960s
Trunks, Musical Related, etc. * Collection of Antique Railroad Lanterns including: Wabash, PRR, etc.
Dressel, Adlake, DIietz, + Barn Lanters * Vintage American Victorian Style Furniture & Antiques incl.
Marble Top, Upholstered, Hand Carved Beds, Radios, Cast Iron, Bird Cages, Lamp Shades, Globes,
China, Artwork, etc.* Cantilever Library Shelving with Dividers and Adjustable Shelves * Model Air-

planes * Cuckoo Clocks and Beer Steins * Collectables * Military * Garage-related items * Sports memo-
rabilia, including U of Wisconsin related * Household * Electronics * Model Trains *  Much More!

Thursday June 25th @ 10am 
(preview @ 8:30am)

5121 Michigan Ave., Tipton, Michigan  49287
10% Buyer's Premium * Cash, Check, or CC (add 3%) with I.D.

Questions? Call David Helmer 734.368.1733
www.BraunandHelmer.com

Braun and Helmer Auction Service Inc.

VILLAGE OF GRASS LAKE • SEEKING BIDS
ADVERTISEMENT 

AND NOTICE OF RECEIVING BIDS

VILLAGE OF GRASS LAKE DDA
JACKSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN

REBID OFFICE PARKING IMPROVEMENTS

Sealed Bids for the construction of:
HMA Parking Lot with Concrete Sidewalk and Parking Lot Lights

will be received by: Mitzi Koors
DDA Executive Director

at the offices of: Village of Grass Lake
119 N. Lake Street
P. O. Box 737
Grass Lake, Michigan 49240

until: 2:00 p.m. (Local Time)
Thursday, July 9, 2026

at which time and place Bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud.

The Contract documents may be examined on or after June 10, 2026
at the offices of: Ripstra & Scheppelman, Inc., 2535 Spring Arbor Road,
Jackson, MI

Electronic copies of the contract documents may be obtained on or after
June 10, 2026 by submitting an email request to Jack L. Ripstra at:
jack@ripstra-scheppelman.com

Electronic copies of the plans may be obtained on or after June 10, 2026
on the DDA website at: 
https://grasslakedowntownmi.gov/contract-services/.

Mitzi Koors
Executive Director

Village of Grass Lake DDA
m.koors@villageofgrasslake.com
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NORVELL TOWNSHIP
NORVELL TOWNSHIP

JACKSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN
NOTICE OF RESOLUTION 2026-06

Notice is also hereby given that the Township Board for Norvell Township,
Jackson County, Michigan approved resolution 2026-06 to impose a tem-
porary moratorium on the issuance of permits, licenses, or approvals for
data centers.  The moratorium will last 12 months or until the township
adopts regulations regarding Data Centers and those regulations go into
effect.

A copy of the full resolution may be inspected or purchased at the Town-
ship Offices (300 Mill Road, Brooklyn, MI  49230). The resolution shall be-
come effective 7 days after the notice is published. 

Sharon Pero
Norvell Township Clerk

Norvell Township Board Adoption: June 8, 2026 
Publication Date: June 16, 2026 

Effective Date: June 23, 2026 
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Looking to purchase existing mineral

rights in Lenawee, Jackson, Hillsdale

and Washtenaw counties, please

call or text 734-497-1841 #38x12

WANTED TO BUY

CARPENTRY WORK
Semi-retired carpenter – doors,
windows, kitchens, bathrooms,
plumbing repairs, light electrical and
fall cleanups, tree and brush re-
moval. Call 517-937-3571 to sched-
ule your spring project. 20TF

HELP WANTED
Administrative assistant needed at
local funeral home serving three lo-
cations.  Looking for professional
part-time administrator who has a
minimum of four years of administra-
tive experience, computer literacy is
necessary, willingness to learn, be a
team player, people oriented, must
be able to multitask and prioritize
tasks. No calls, please submit re-
sumes to: Jeff@EinederFuneral-
Homes.com tf
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COLUMBIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP
COLUMBIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

THURSDAY JULY 2, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Columbia Charter Township Zoning
Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing on July 2, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
at the Columbia Charter Township Hall at 8500 Jefferson Road, Brooklyn,
MI 49230, to consider the following variance requests: 

Variance 26-006
Owner/Applicant:  Domenick Forgione / TAG Towers
Location:  Vacant at Corner of Jefferson Rd. & Hayes Rd. Clarklake, MI
(Tax ID#: 000-19-21-252-001-00)
Request:  Variance application to permit a new wireless communica-
tions tower on an approximately 1.2-acre parcel. The tower is proposed
to be setback 67.5-foot from the west front property line, and setback
109-foot from the east rear property line. The Columbia Charter Town-
ship Zoning Ordinance requires a 100-foot setback from all property
lines, and 200-foot setback from all properties zoned for single-family
or two-family dwellings, Article 7: Section 7.27.

Variance 26-007
Owner/Applicant:  Patrick & Amie Pelham
Location:  117 Paula Drive Brooklyn, MI 49230 (Tax ID #: 000-19-22-
428-032-00)
Request:  Variance application to permit an addition to the existing sin-
gle-story single-family dwelling on an approximately 12,545-square foot
property. The proposed addition is two-stories, with a garage on the
main floor. The addition will be setback 9-foot from the west front prop-
erty line, requiring a 16-foot variance, and setback 9-foot, 2-inches from
the north side property line, requiring a 10-inch variance. The Columbia
Charter Township Zoning Ordinance requires a 25-foot front yard set-
back and a 10-foot side yard setback, Article 3: Table 3-4.

Information associated with the scheduled Public Hearing is available for
public review at the Columbia Charter Township office during the hours of
7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Thursdays. Comments will be
heard from the public at the hearing, or you can submit comments in writ-
ing to the: Columbia Township Zoning Board of Appeals, 8500 Jefferson
Road, Brooklyn, MI 49230. All written comments will be entered into the
public record and should be received by 12:00 p.m. (noon) on the sched-
uled hearing date. 
Columbia Charter Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary
aids and services at the public hearing to individuals with special needs
upon five (5) days’ notice to the Township Clerk (517)-592-2000.

Cathy Hulburt, 
Columbia Charter Township Clerk

NAPOLEON TOWNSHIP
Notice

The Napoleon Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing
July 8th, 2026 at 6 p.m. atthe Township Hall 6755 Brooklyn Rd, Napoleon,
Mi 49261.

At this time all interested parties will be heard on the request of James
Bush of 8099 Fairview Ct,Jackson, Mi 49201 to allow an 18’ Reduction in
the Residential setback of 50’ from waterfront to replaceand expand the
width of the existing covered porch. All other setbacks are in compliance.
Roof Setbackto be 32’ from waterfront.

Napoleon Township Office is open Monday thru Thursday from 7:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. during which timethe Zoning Ordinance / Zoning Map may be
examined. Written comments regarding the above mattermay be directed
to the Township or by calling (517) 536-8694 Extension 208. Napoleon-
Township will provide any necessary or reasonable auxiliary aids at the
meeting for persons withdisabilities, upon ten (10) days’ written notice to
the Township, Jane Gallant, Zoning Administrator.

Jane Gallant, 
Zoning Administrator
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PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Columbia
Charter Township Board has introduced a Short-
Term Rental Ordinance, a general ordinance.
The ordinance was introduced at a regular
meeting of the Township Board on Monday, May
18, 2026, at 7:00 pm at the Columbia Charter
Township Hall, located at 8500 Jefferson Road,
Brooklyn, MI 49230. The Township Board will be
conducting a first reading of the Ordinance at
their meeting on Monday, June 15, 2026. The
ordinance language proposed is below: 

Columbia Charter Township Ordains: 
Section 1: Purpose and Findings
The Columbia Charter Township Board finds
and declares as follows: 
A. The Township considers the current residen-
tial, lake living, and agricultural character of the
community paramount to the welfare of the com-
munity.
B. The transitory nature of occupants of Short-
Term Rentals can be inconsistent with the his-
torical residential, lake living, and agricultural
character of the community.
C. It is the intent of the Columbia Charter Town-
ship Short-Term Rental Ordinance to make the
Short-Term Rental activity permitted by this or-
dinance consistent with the existing traditional
residential uses in the community.
D. Short-Term Rentals provide a community
benefit by expanding the type of lodging facilities
available and assisting owners of Short-Term
Rentals by providing revenue to help offset
costs.
E. The Township has received concerns involv-
ing excessive noise, disorderly conduct, over-
crowding, traffic, keyholing, congestion and
parking at Short-Term Rental properties, as well
as the potential loss of neighborhood character
due to the number of Short-Term Rentals in the
township.
F. The provisions of this ordinance are neces-
sary to prevent the continued burden placed
upon county and township services and impacts
on residential neighborhoods posed by Short-
Term Rental homes.
G. The purpose of this ordinance is to protect
the public health, safety, and general welfare of
the persons and property (MCL 41.181, et seq.,
MCL 42.15, Mich Const 1963 Art 7, Sec 22)
within Columbia Charter Township.

The Township ordains: 
Section 2: Applicability
A. This Ordinance applies to Columbia Charter
Township outside the limits of the Village of
Brooklyn and the Village of Cement City and ap-
plies to all properties unless otherwise stated
herein.
B.This Ordinance does not apply to the follow-
ing: these uses are regulated by the Columbia
Charter Township Zoning Ordinance:
1. Legally permitted Bed & Breakfasts.
2. Legally permitted and/or legally non-conform-
ing motels, hotels, or resorts.
3. Legally permitted and/or legally non-conform-
ing Marinas. 
4. Adult Foster Care Facilities, Nursing Homes,
or Senior Living Facilities.
5. Other Uses permitted in the Commercial Zon-
ing Districts.
C. All requirements, regulations and standards
imposed by this Ordinance are intended to apply
in addition to any other applicable requirements,
regulations and standards imposed elsewhere
in other ordinances of the Township, including
the Columbia Charter Township Zoning Ordi-
nance.
D. This Ordinance does not affect additional or
more-restrictive requirements placed on the use
of property (or a portion thereof) imposed by
deeds, restrictive covenants, association rules,
regulations, by-laws, rental agreements, etc.

Section 3: Definitions
Unless otherwise specified herein, the terms
used in this ordinance shall be defined as fol-
lows:

Bedroom: A separate room with a door, closet,
and window that is used or intended to be used
specifically for sleeping purposes. A bedroom
must be a habitable space not Less than sev-
enty (70) square feet, not less than seven (7)
feet in one dimension, not located in an attic or
basement without egress meeting standards in
applicable building, residential and fire codes,
and not a room by design intended to serve an-
other purpose such as a kitchen, dining area,
den, family rooms or living rooms.

Dwelling Unit: A group of rooms located within
a building and forming a single habitable unit
having facilities which are used or intended to
be used for sleeping, cooking, eating, and
bathing purposes.

Local 24-Hour Contact Person: A local prop-
erty manager, owner, or agent of the owner, who
is available to respond to tenant and neighbor-
hood questions or concern and authorized by
the owner to take remedial action and respond
to any violation of this ordinance.

Occupant: An individual at least 24 months of
age who is living in, sleeping in, or otherwise
having possession of a space. An individual
present in a dwelling unit during the term of a
short-term rental shall be presumed to be an oc-
cupant unless circumstances clearly indicate
that the individual is visiting between the hours
of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. and is not an
overnight guest.

Owner: The person or entity that holds legal or
equitable title to the property (or portion thereof)
used as a Short-Term Rental.

Designated Parking Space: A designated
parking area legally available to the dwelling unit
for parking of a motorized vehicle or trailer,
meeting the standards contained in this ordi-
nance, and meeting any state or local ordinance
or traffic control order.

Short-Term Rental: A dwelling or portion of a
dwelling unit that is available for use or is used
for accommodations or lodging of guests, pay-
ing a fee or other compensation, for a period
less than 28 consecutive days. However, the
lawful rental of the following shall not be consid-
ered Short-Term Rentals: bed and breakfast es-
tablishments, motels, resorts, campgrounds,
transitional houses operated by a charitable or-
ganization, group homes such as nursing
homes and adult-foster-care homes, substance-
abuse rehabilitation clinics, mental-health facili-
ties, and other similar healthcare related
facilities.  

Section 4: Short-Term Rental Permit
Prior to establishing a short-term rental opera-
tion, the property owner shall obtain a written
Short-Term Rental Permit from the Columbia
Charter Township Zoning Administrator. In order
to obtain the permit, the property owner shall
submit the following information on an applica-
tion provided by the Township. It shall be a vio-
lation of this Ordinance to operate or advertise

a Short-Term Rental in Columbia Charter Town-
ship without a Short-Term Rental Permit, unless
exempted herein.

A. Application Information: 
1. Applicant contact information (prop-
erty owner or local agent).
2. Owner information (if different from appli-
cant).
3. Address of dwelling unit to be utilized as a
short-term rental unit.
4. Number of bedrooms within the short-term
rental for which the permit is being sought. 
5. Number of occupied floors (Finished floors
available to renters).
6. Number of off-street parking spaces avail-
able for the short-term rental.
7. Maximum number of occupants the appli-
cant intends to occupy the short-term rental. 
8. Length of typical rental term. 
9. A written statement certifying that each
bedroom has a working smoke alarm, work-
ing carbon monoxide meter on each floor,
and that the owner or local agent will ensure
that these devices are in proper working
order every 90 days.
10. Floor Plan: Layout of rental unit, each
bedroom, bed within and size, location of
doors/exits, location of fire extinguishers, lo-
cation of smoke detectors, location of carbon
monoxide detectors.
11. Plot Plan: Property lines, location of park-
ing spaces, main entrance to rental unit.
12. Copy of comprehensive rental dwelling in-
surance policy with coverage of at least
$1,000,000. 
13. A statement certifying that the applicant
consents to inspections by Columbia Charter
Township or a designee of the Township upon
request. 
14. Additional information as may be required
by the Zoning Administrator. 

B. Short-Term Rental Permits will be issued by
calendar year, with Short-Term Rental Permits
expiring on December 31st each year.
C. The renewal of an active, compliant Short-
Term Rental Permit will be guaranteed if the
completed renewal application is received on or
before February 28th.   
D. The Columbia Charter Township Board shall,
by Resolution, adopt a fee for the Short- Term
Rental Permit, and may amend the fee by Res-
olution.
E. A separate Short-Term Rental Permit is re-
quired for each Short-Term Rental.
F. The Short-Term Rental Permit shall only be
issued to the Owner of the property and cannot
be transferred to another Owner or Property.
The Short-Term Rental Permit is not transfer-
able and does not run with the Property Owner-
ship.
G.The Columbia Charter Township Zoning Ad-
ministrator, and/or other persons designated by
the Columbia Charter Township Board, shall be
authorized to issue Short-Term Rental Permits
under this Ordinance.

Section 5: Short-Term Rental Standards
All Short-Term Rentals shall meet the following
standards: 
A. Annual Short-Term Rental Permit approval
required. All short-term rentals must obtain an
approved Short-Term Rental Permit prior to the
use of a structure as a short-term rental. The
Short-Term Rental Permit is valid, unless there
is a change in ownership of the property. 
B. No single property owner, ownership group or
entity; or an individual with any stake in an own-
ership group or entity, can own more than four
properties used for short-term rentals within the
Township.
C. Maximum occupancy of two persons per bed-
room plus two additional persons per floor level
with living space. Ten-person maximum occu-
pancy per unit.
D. Only one (1) dwelling unit per parcel may be
permitted for use as a STR.  
E. All parking associated with a STR shall meet
the following standards: 

1. One off-street/on-site parking space is re-
quired per bedroom.
2. Parking shall be on an improved stable
area such as a driveway, garage, or stable
surface legally available to the dwelling unit. 
3. No vehicle shall be parked closer than
three (3) feet from any edge line (white outer
lane line) of a public road, or, in the absence
of an edge line, fourteen (14) feet from the
centerline of a pubic road. In the case of a pri-
vate road or easement, no vehicle shall be
parked closer than three (3) feet from the
edge of the private road. This standard does
not supersede any applicable winter parking
requirements. 
4. Parking shall meet all state or local ordi-
nances or traffic control orders, including win-
ter overnight parking regulations on public
roads, as enforced by the state, county, or
local law enforcement. 

F. No recreation vehicles, boats, travel trailers,
or tents shall be used as a part of a STR.
G.No exterior refuse storage facilities beyond
what might normally be used for a single-family
dwelling is allowed. Trash must be contained in
properly sealed receptacles. There must be no
overflow that will be attractive to vermin. 
H. Special events, outdoor events, lawn parties,
weddings or similar activities are not allowed on
site for more than the number of permitted oc-
cupants. 
I. A local agent shall be designated. The local
agent may be the property owner or a person
designated by the property owner, and shall be
available 24 hours a day while the unit is rented
out. The local agent shall be within 60 minutes
of the short-term rental unit when the unit is
rented.
J. The following information must be provided
to potential renters within the welcome docu-
ments and must be posted at the site and on ad-
vertisement for the STR:

1. Local Agents name and contact informa-
tion.
2. Maximum number of people allowed to oc-
cupy the structure.
3. The Short-Term Rental Permit approved by
the Township for operating the STR.
4. The required quiet hours between 10:00
PM and 7:00 AM. Noise during quiet hours
must be limited to that which does not disturb
the quiet, comfort or repose of a reasonable
person of normal sensitivities. The regula-
tions of the Anti-Noise and Public Nuisance
Ordinance shall apply.
5. No recreation vehicles, boats, travel trail-
ers, or tents shall be used as a part of a short-
term rental.
6. A plan of the property that shows property
lines, building, and parking spaces with a
statement about trespassing on neighboring
sites.
7. Emergency evacuation plan in each sleep-
ing area and bedroom.
8. An address sign clearly legible at night
from the road.
9. Information about garbage pick-up.

K. Short-Term Rentals must possess all of the
following: 

1. At least two working fire extinguishers with
a diagram, prominently displayed, showing

the location of each unit. 
2. Operational smoke detectors on each level
of the home and in each bedroom, which
must be tested at least every 90 days to en-
sure that they are properly functioning.
3. At least one operational and approved car-
bon monoxide device of the type described in
MCL 125.1504 on each level of the home,
which must be tested at least every 90 days
to ensure proper functioning.

L. Short-Term Rentals must have insurance
written that allows rental exposure and has a li-
ability policy of a minimum of $1,000,000. The
Owner shall provide to the Township confirma-
tion of the existence of the insurance each time
the Short-Term Rental is registered or renewed
with the Township.
M.Short-Term Rentals must have weekly sched-
uled on-site trash service.
N. The township ordinance enforcement officer
may inspect the property to ensure continuing
compliance with the Short-Term Rental Permit
and township ordinances, and in addition, the
enforcement officer may impose reasonable
conditions on a permit issued under this section
which are necessary to ensure compliance. 
O.Property owner is responsible for behavior of
rental occupants and their guests. 

Section 6: Exceptions and Exemptions
A dwelling unit does not need a short-term rental
permit as required in this Ordinance when the
occupancy of the dwelling unit occurs under the
following circumstances: 
A. Family occupancy:  Any member of a family
(and that family member’s guests) may occupy
a dwelling as long as any other member of that
family is the owner of the dwelling or dwelling
unit. Family occupancy also exempts guest
houses similarly separate dwelling units located
on the same premises as the or owner’s domi-
cile, when occupied by family guests, exchange
students, visiting clergy, medical caregivers, and
child care givers, without compensation to the
owner.
B. House-sitting:  During the temporary absence
of the owner and owner's family the owner may
permit non-owner occupancy of the premises,
without compensation to the owner, without a
short-term rental permit.
C. Dwelling sales:  Occupancy by a prior owner
after the sale of a dwelling under a rental agree-
ment,
D. Estate representative:  Occupancy by a per-
sonal representative , trustee, or guardian of the
estate and his family, with or without compensa-
tion.

Section 7: Administration, Violation and Ad-
ministrative Penalties
A. The following conduct is a violation of the
Short-Term Rental Ordinance: 

1. Any advertising, rental, or leasing of a
short-term rental without first having obtained
a Short-Term Rental Permit. 
2. Failure by the Owner and/or Occupants to
comply with the Short-Term Rental Standards
section of this Ordinance. 
3. Failure to comply with any of the provisions
of this Ordinance. 
4. Any false or misleading information sup-
plied in the application process. 

B. The penalties for violations specified in Sec-
tion 7 (A) above are as follows:

1. First Violation: The first violation in a cal-
endar year shall result in a Notice of Violation
which may be verbal and/or written. 
2. Second Violation: The second violation in
the same calendar year shall result in a mu-
nicipal civil infraction punishable by a fine of
not less than two hundred fifty ($250) dollars
nor more than five hundred ($500) dollars. All
owners, regardless of their interest in the
property, may be responsible for the civil in-
fraction citation. The Township Zoning Admin-
istrator and/or other officials designated as
the authorized officials to issue municipal civil
infraction citations directing alleged violators
of this Ordinance to appear in court. Each day
the violation remains may be a separate of-
fense. 
3. A third violation within the same calendar
year shall be subject to a municipal civil in-
fraction punishable by a fine of not less than
twice the amount of any previous fine but not
more than one thousand ($1,000) dollars,
and the permit shall be revoked. An owner
may reapply for a permit no sooner than
twelve (12) months after revocation of a per-
mit. 
4. The township has authority to revoke the
Short-Term Rental Permit for three (3) or
more repeated violations in a consecutive 6-
month period.  

C. A violation of this Ordinance shall be a nui-
sance per se. The Township shall have the right
to commence a civil action to enforce compli-
ance with this Ordinance. 
D. Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent any
person who has suffered damages or alleges to
have suffered damage to person or property for
a violation of this Ordinance from seeking relief
in a court or competent jurisdiction against the
Owner of the Short-Term Rental. 
E. The Columbia Charter Township Zoning Ad-
ministrator and/or other persons designated by
the Columbia Charter Township Board are au-
thorized to issue all permits under this Ordi-
nance and are also authorized to issue civil
infraction violation notices and/or civil infraction
citations for violations of this Ordinance. 
F. Any person who makes a knowingly false re-
port of violations of this Ordinance will be sub-
ject to prosecution under MCL 750.411a. 

Section 8: Severability
If any section, clause, or provision of this Ordi-
nance is declared unconstitutional or otherwise
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, said
declaration shall not affect the validity of the re-
mainder of the Ordinance as a whole or any part
thereof, other than the part so declared to be un-
constitutional or invalid.

Section 9: Effective Date 
A Notice of Adoption of this Ordinance shall be
published in a newspaper of general circulation
within the Township, and the Ordinance will be-
come effective and enforced thirty (30) days
after publication. 

A complete copy of the Short-Term Rental Ordi-
nance is available at the office of the Township
Clerk at 8500 Jefferson Road, Brooklyn, MI
49230 on regular business days during regular
business hours, or by appointment, and has
been posted on the Township’s website at
https://twp.columbia.mi.us/.

Cathy Hulburt, 
Columbia Charter Township Clerk

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION 
COLUMBIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP

JACKSON COUNTY, MICHIGAN
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VILLAGE OF ADDISON
RESOLUTION TO SET ADDISON VILLAGE 2026 MILLAGE RATES

Village of Addison, Lenawee County
Resolution Number 2026-02

WHEREAS, the Village Council of the Village of Addison wishes to estab-
lish property tax millage rates to support the fiscal year 2026-2027 budget;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the following millage rates to be
set as follows:
Operating Tax Millage rate to be 8.0 mills and Village Street Tax millage
rate 0.90 mills taking effect simultaneously.

Motion made by Andrew Snow, supported by Cary Jo Snyder-Milosh.
Roll Call Vote: Barbara Barnes: Yes; Brian Kent: No; Cary Jo Snyder-
Milosh: Yes; Jeff Burke: Yes; Andrew Snow: Yes

Motion passed by a roll-call vote of 4 to 1 on this 1st day of June 2026.

CERTIFICATE
I, Robin Hurley, the duly appointed Clerk of the Village of Addison, hereby
certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the Village Council by
a roll call vote at a regular meeting of the Board held on June 1, 2026, at
which meeting a quorum was present; and that this resolution was ordered
to take effect July 1, 2026

Robin Hurley, 
Village Clerk
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LIBERTY  TOWNSHIP SYNOPSIS
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June 9, 2026 roll call of members; Smith, Jacobson, Hubbard, Garver and
Vincent.  The following Synopsis of Liberty Township Regular Board meet-
ing of items have a motion and support; Approve agenda as presented,
approve minutes of Regular Board meeting of May, 2026 as presented,
approval of consensus agenda of departmental reports as presented. Pay-
ment of expenses in the amount of $39,449.48 for May 2026 approved
with a roll call. Motion was made and supported to approve Budget for
2026-27 and Budget Resolution Amending Budget. Motion approved with
a roll call 5 yes.  A complete set of minutes are available during regular of-
fice hours.  

Debbie Jacobson,
Liberty Township Clerk

ROME TOWNSHIP
ROME TOWNSHIP 

NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at a regular meeting of the Rome Township
Board, held on June 11, 2026, the Township Board adopted a Resolution
Imposing a Temporary Moratorium on the Review and Issuance of Appli-
cations, Permits, Rezonings, Licenses, or Approvals Related to Data Cen-
ters (the “Resolution”) within the Township. The Resolution takes effect on
the date of publication of this Notice, and is available for inspection at the
Township’s website, http://www.rometownship.org, or in person at the
Township Hall, 9344 Forrister Road, Adrian, MI 49221, by appointment.
Please contact the Township Clerk, Robin Robertson, at (517) 605-5163
to make an appointment. Copies may be obtained for a reasonable
charge. The following is a summary of the Resolution’s effect.

SUMMARY OF THE RESOLUTION’S EFFECT

The resolution imposes a temporary moratorium on accepting, processing,
or approving any applications, permits, rezonings, licenses, or other ap-
provals for new, existing, or proposed data centers within the Township.
The purpose of the moratorium is to allow the Township sufficient time to
study, review, and consider amendments to the Township’s Master Plan
and Zoning Ordinance concerning data center uses, including potential
impacts on public health, safety, and welfare.

The moratorium is effective for a period of twelve (12) months. The Town-
ship Board may extend the moratorium for an additional period not to ex-
ceed six (6) months if it determines that more time is needed to complete
the review or amendment process.
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By John Hummer
Editor

At its June 8 meeting, the
Norvell Township board unani-
mously adopted a resolution
imposing a temporary morato-
rium on data centers. The res-
olution was to be published
within seven days of its adop-
tion and become effective im-
mediately following publication.

“The planning commission
suggested putting a morato-
rium in place, the resolution
was drafted, and then we
passed it,” stated Township Su-
pervisor Andrew Haystead. “It’s
a one-year moratorium as our
planner (Scott Pacheco) and
the planning commission work
on creating an updated ordi-
nance for data centers.”

The resolution defines a
data center as “a structure that
principally houses information
technology infrastructure and
equipment for building, run-
ning, and delivering applica-
tions and for the storage of
digital data, including, without
limitation, cryptocurrency, min-
ing, and artificial intelligence.

The resolution reads, in part,
“A moratorium is hereby im-
posed on the review or is-
suance of any and all
applications, permits, rezon-
ings, licenses, or approvals in
the township for data centers,
so long as this resolution is in
effect.”

The resolution notes that the
moratorium shall remain in ef-
fect for 12 months following the
effective date of the resolution.

In other business, the
board appointed Terri Curtis as
a township trustee to fill the va-
cant seat from when Haystead
was appointed supervisor re-
cently to replace Bill Suther-
land, who resigned on April 30.

“I have been on the planning

commission for the last year,
and I saw a lot of what was
going on in our township –
we’ve had a lot of good im-
provements,” Curtis said, when
asked why she became a
trustee candidate. “It was very
interesting to learn more about
the township, our ordinances,
and how it all works together,
and how our township is mov-
ing forward. So, when the op-
portunity came about, it just
sounded like the right kind of fit
for me.”

Curtis said she has lived in
Norvell Township for over 50
years. “My husband’s family
has been in the township since
the early 1900s,” she said. “His
great-grandfather came over
from England and settled here.
So, we have an establishment
in the community, and I just re-
ally enjoy learning more about
our township and feel like it’s
important to help direct those
decisions on how the township
moves forward.” A graduate of
Napoleon High School, Curtis
had an extensive career as a
senior account clerk and ad-
ministrative clerk with the Jack-
son County Health Department
and as a computer
operator/helpdesk support
technician with Jacobson’s
Stores.

The board will need to ap-
point a second trustee in July
to fill the vacancy left by the
June 2 passing of former
trustee Paul Francis. 
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Sorry, I’m not buying the claim that
climate change is killing the firefliesThe Back Page

Opinion • By Matt Schepeler

I like fireflies.
Every year I sit on my deck after

dark and watch them flicker on and
off as they look for love in my back
yard. 

I bring this up because I’m being
told that there are less and less fire-
flies in the world…and, to be hon-
est, that might be a fair assessment. 
It seems when I was younger, there
were more of the glowing beetles
floating about, which we used to
catch and put in jars or, being boys,
smear on our pants and arms just to
watch them glow. Bug guts were
never so much fun.

The most fireflies I ever saw in
one place was in Okinawa. There
was a field lining the jungle behind
our barracks that would glow with
thousands of thousands, and prob-
ably millions, of them. It was such a
stunning sight that I will never forget
it. It may even be one of the memo-
ries that flashes before my eyes on
my deathbed before I head off to the
Great Beyond. It was that striking.

So…who doesn’t like fireflies?
And who doesn’t have at least one
fond memory of them? 

With the understanding that many
people have an emotional attach-
ment  of one sort or another to fire-
flies, several news articles
announced last week that fireflies
are about to disappear from the
planet, and the reason, each and
every one boldly claims, is due in
large part to climate change. 

Oh, sure, pesticides might have
something to do with it, they say.
Also, light pollution and habitat loss
might also play a part, but invariably,
the real culprit — the real SOB be-
hind our beloved lightning bugs’ dis-
appearance — is climate change.
That’s just they way it is, say the ex-
perts. 

It always comes back to that,
doesn’t it? 

The problem is that a lot of people
distrust that claim, to the point they
roll their eyes whenever someone
voices it. 

It is not that these skeptics don’t
see there are likely fewer fireflies. It
is not even that they believe the cli-
mate never changes. The climate
changes constantly, and it seems
likely that mankind affects it to
lesser or greater degrees. We
should strive to understand our role
in it, most thinking people agree.
That is good stewardship.

But in this day and age of
agenda-pushing, many have come
to distrust much of what they hear,
and any message, good or bad,
gets muddled: 

• They distrust the people who
claim to be experts, and they dis-
trust the people who fund them. 

• As a result, they distrust the con-
clusions they eventually reach,
sadly, even when those conclusions
come from solid scientific research. 

• They especially distrust  the gov-
ernment to do the right thing with
their findings.

What causes such skepticism?

It wasn’t always this way. I re-
member in 1972 when DDT was
banned in the United States. Scien-
tists told us then that the chemical
altered birds' calcium metabolism,
causing them to lay eggs with shells
so thin that they would crack under
the weight of the mother during in-
cubation. This reproductive failure
brought the bald eagle to the brink
of extinction. 

There was no public outcry when
they banned DDT. We still trusted
the science, the media, and even
the government, at least in meas-
ured amounts. Remember, this was
during the Vietnam era, when trust
of government and media was at an
all-time low. It is much lower, it
seems, now.

Fortunately, the DDT ban worked.
While some claim DDT is still affect-
ing birds to this day, one cannot
deny that eagles have made a stun-
ning comeback, and banning the
chemical was the right thing to do. 

Thank goodness for sound sci-
ence!

Yet I’m willing to bet that if what
happened to the birds in the late
1960’s and early 70’s was happen-
ing today, there would be universal
consensus from the experts telling
us that climate change was a big
part of the problem, while man-
made chemicals likely play a sec-
ondary role in it…much as they are
claiming about the waning firefly
population. 

So...what to believe? That is the
question of the day, isn’t it?

It seems that the most pervasive
problem to come from the informa-
tion explosion and looming Artificial
Intelligence Era is going to be how
to know what is true, and what to do
with it.

It is just another thing to think
about this summer while you are sit-
ting on the deck, enjoying the fire-
flies while wondering about their
future...and ours.

Story and photo
By John Hummer

Editor
Businesses in

Brooklyn’s main
commercial corridor
have an opportunity
to enhance the look
of their buildings.
The Village of Brooklyn has
launched the 2026 Façade Im-
provement Grant Program,
using $5,000 from the Corridor
Improvement Authority (CIA) to
help businesses within the CIA
boundaries improve the public-
facing exteriors of their proper-
ties.

The 2026 application period
officially launched Monday,
June 8, and will be open until
Friday, July 31, 2026. Only
businesses located within the
CIA boundaries are eligible for
funding. The CIA incorporates

properties along the Main
Street and Wamplers Lake
Road commercial corri-
dors. A corridor boundary
map is available on the vil-
lage website, villageof-
brooklyn.com.

The program grants
local businesses the funds

needed to do exterior improve-
ments, such as paint, signage,
awnings, windows, and brick,
contributing to the overall vi-
sual appeal and economic vi-
tality of the village. 

Applications are available on
the village website and at the
Village Hall, 121 N. Main
Street. The CIA Board will re-
view applications and an-
nounce selected grant
recipients later this summer.
Selected businesses are eligi-
ble to receive up to $1,000
each to make these improve-

ments and have until Monday,
May 31, 2027, to complete the
grant-funded work. 

The CIA Board is continuing
the Façade Improvement
Grant Program this year after a
successful funding cycle in
2025. “Last year, the CIA
helped seven businesses im-
prove their properties, assist-
ing business owners with
replacing window advertise-
ments, improving signage, re-
pairing brick storefronts, and
painting exteriors,” said Brook-
lyn’s Community and Eco-
nomic Development Director
Aaron Dimick

For questions about the pro-
gram, contact Aaron Dimick at
aarond@villageofbrooklyn.co
m or call 517-592-2591.

Village of Brooklyn

Victorian Village on Main Street, owned by Kraig Hardcastle, got a fresh paint job thanks to
a façade improvement grant received in 2025.

Dimick

Haystead Curtis

2026 Façade Improvement Grant Program launched

Township adopts
moratorium on
data centers


