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Three school,
township issues
on ballot

Columbia Central, Grass Lake and
Vandercook Lake school districts / :
along with Columbia Township all |
have bond proposals on the ballot.

Here is a look at each of them.

Grass Lake schools
positioned well to
pass $42 million
bond: Zero mill in-
crease touted as
selling point

By John Hummer
Editor

On May 5, 2026 (or sooner
if voting absentee), Grass
Lake Community Schools
voters will have the opportu-
nity to approve a school bond
proposal of nearly 42 million
dollars.

If approved by the voters,

this bond proposal would pro-
vide $41,905,000 for district-wide improve-
ments. Besides making learning better for the
district’'s students, another huge plus is that it
is a zero mill increase over the current debt
millage rate for taxpayers.

“We're pretty fortunate timing-wise to have a
zero mill increase,” stated Superintendent Nick
Angel. “You're looking at a 20-year tax contin-
uation.”

The district’'s board, superintendent, admin-
istrators, and community members all had
input and/or provided feedback into the dis-
trict’'s Strategic Plan, a Master Plan commis-
sioned in 2025, and a facility assessment
report from 2024. These documents served as
the basis for the bond proposal, and through
stakeholder and community feedback and in-
volvement, the highest priority projects for the
bond proposal were identified.

The identified focus areas for expenditure of
funds are safety and security projects, 21st
century learning upgrades for classrooms and
spaces, athletic facility expansion, technology,
and renovations and expansion at the middle
school.

“This has been the end-product of a two-
year study and engagement with our commu-
nity,” Angel said. “We’re incredibly proud of our
42 million-dollar, zero mill increase proposal
that goes to vote on May 5. We were very fis-
cally conservative with the budget size. We
could have gone to the community for a much
larger bond and extended out our tax base that
much longer. We were very mindful to not to
do that and to show our dollars in action early.
We’re on a six-year plan of fulfilling this bond.”

Angel noted that the district held three open
houses and 16 different engagement sessions
with organizations, clubs, and groups in the
Grass Lake community. He added that he met
with many people one-on-one and had a very
vibrant social media presence.

“The themes and tenets of our bond pro-
posal really focus on safety and security proj-
ects — through not just our buildings, but our
district’'s spaces and places,” Angel explained,
adding that other priorities include right-sizing
and renovating classrooms, furniture, and
being able to address a significant amount of

Angel

See Grass Lake page 2
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Vandercook Lake
schools to address
critical needs: Bond
proposal has maijor
cuts from November
ballot initiative

By John Hummer
Editor

Vandercook Lake Public
Schools has a bond proposal
on the May 5 ballot that
would largely fund the most
critical infrastructure needs at
the district’'s schools. It is a
very pared-down version of
the bond proposal that voters

rejected last November.

If passed, the new bond proposal would bor-
row the sum of $9,280,000 for a maximum pe-
riod of 25 years. The debt millage rate would
increase from 3 mills to 5.48 for five years then
taper off back to 3 mills over 20 more years (for
a 25-year bond proposal).

“We had a bond proposal on the November
4, 2025, election ballot and unfortunately it
failed,” stated Melissa Bradfield, superinten-
dent of Vandercook Lake Public Schools. “We
asked our community members and voters to
come in and give us feedback. | truly wanted
to understand what we needed to do in order
to move forward and pass a bond to be able to
address our critical needs.

“Many of our voters that came in had voted
‘no,” but they were appreciative of the opportu-
nity to provide some feedback,” continued
Bradfield. “What | heard was that they sup-
ported the school district, and they wanted the
school district to survive and thrive. What they
had trouble with was the expense of such a
large increase. In November we were going for
a total of seven mills.”

The district still has critical needs in both of
its school buildings and uses sinking funds to
“patch” needs but still requires a bond to fix
them. By putting the bond on the May 5, 2026,
ballot, the district says it will be able to address
critical infrastructure needs within the next year
(water lines, sewage pipes, leaking roofs, fail-
ing HVAC, security concerns, etc).

The sinking fund voters passed was a con-
tinuation ($0 mill increase) and pays for emer-
gency facility needs up to $388,852 per year.
That amount is not enough to cover all the crit-
ical infrastructure needs the district requires,
according to the district’'s bond information
website. The Non-Homestead Operational Mill-
age was a renewal ($0 mill increase) and pays
for the district’s daily operations of busing, ath-
letics, staff salaries, and benefits, as well as
curriculum and programs for students. The
bond is to address critical infrastructure needs
and aging facilities.

Bradfield explained that the district’s bond
committee looked at critical needs on a Series
|, Series I, and Series Il basis for the Novem-
ber ballot; for this May ballot initiative they just
looked at the Series | critical needs.

“Our middle school/high school building was
built in 1961,” she stated. “We have some sig-
nificant repairs to do.”

Those include replacing the roof, plumbing
and water line improvements, replacing the
oldest HVAC units, electrical work, and updat-
ing the fire alarm system, among other miscel-
laneous  improvements. At Townsend
Elementary, one of the critical improvements is
to remodel the entrance area and make it a se-
cure entrance. Roof work and replacement of

Bradfield

See Vandercook page 5
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Teaching perspectives

‘“Where mountains
meet meaning’

Above: Ava Croley, right of the alpaca, and Isabella Schow, right of Ava, share a smile with
a Peruvian. Below, right: Dakota Bahlau helped perform service work for the Sacred Valley
Project along with her students (in photo below) Oscar Skidmore and Connor Boteler.

Students from Grass Lake explored
culture, history, and connection
through an immersive journey across
Peru, led by teacher Dakota Bahlau.

By Dakota Bahlau, Grass Lake
Community Schools

Peru is more than 3,500 miles away from
Grass Lake, but this experience was never about
distance. It was about stepping into something
unknown and allowing it to change you.

The Grass Lake Community Schools Travel
Club is built on a simple idea: understanding
comes from experience. The most powerful
learning happens in the moments you can't fully
prepare for, when language feels unfamiliar,
when the path is steep, and when connection still
finds a way. In short, this was not just a trip, it
was a chance to grow in ways a classroom alone
cannot offer.

It began high in the Andes in Cusco, where the
air is thin but the culture runs deep. The first days
were filled with discovery and adjustment. At over
11,000 feet, even simple steps felt heavier, con-
versations came with shorter breath, and yet, no
one backed away from what lay ahead.

At a local cultural center, students met master
weavers who continue traditions passed down
for generations. They learned that the vibrant col-
ors woven into textiles come not from factories,
but from nature itself, plants, beetles, and miner-
als. With guidance from their Spanish teacher,
Marta, students practiced language not from
desks, but through human-to-human interaction.
At first, there was hesitation, searching for words,
second-guessing pronunciation, stepping just
outside comfort zones. But little by little, those

See Peru page 3

Students gather in a circle in the shadow of the mon where they learned about
the Sacred Valley Project.
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Raising the Star

Brooklyn historical theatre kicks off major fundraising effort

The Star Theatre in downtown Brooklyn is kicking off a
major fundraising campaign to get restoration efforts going
in earnest.

Story and photo
By John Hummer
Editor

There is a rising star in our
midst this spring. It is the
restoration of one of Brooklyn’s
historic gems in progress. It's
known locally as the Star The-
atre in Brooklyn.

To celebrate this ongoing
momentous occasion and kick
off a major fundraising cam-
paign, the team at the Star
Theatre is hosting a Rising
Star Gala on Thursday, April 30
at Gauci Golf Resort, 8421
Sports Park Drive, Onsted.
The event begins at 6:30 p.m.

The evening will feature a
live auction and entertainment
by Brian & Steve Tucker. If you
plan to attend, RSVP at re-
storethestar.com/event-de-
tails/the-rising-star-gala by
Saturday, April 25. Suggested
dress code is business profes-

Grass Lake bond .

district infrastructure. “We have
a district — like all other Michi-
gan public schools — that’s in
need of some attention to en-
sure that we are providing safe
and dry school environments
for our students,” he stated.

Both Grass Lake Middle
School and George Long Ele-
mentary School were built in
the mid-1950s, so they require
some significant attention.

“At our middle school specif-
ically, we're looking at a half-
building remodel that includes
spaces for new STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering,
mathematics) rooms, robotics
rooms, and art classrooms,”
noted Angel. “That’s the only
place we're increasing our dis-
trict footprint — being an expan-
sion at our middle school.”

As part of the bond cam-
paign, the district is planning to
address technology and up-
grades needed to stay on are-
placement cycle for its
one-to-one devices — laptops,
iPads, etc. — where each stu-
dent has a device to work with.
“This ensures that we’llbe on a
replacement cycle for the next
10 years in the Grass Lake
schools,” he said.

Angel added that technology
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sional to cocktail attire.

“We're very excited for the
evening,” said Star Theatre
Development Director Jessica
Malcheff. “They can hold 150
guests, so hopefully it will be a
packed room. We're excited to
get going on some of the more
major renovations through the
funds raised at the event.”
(There are sponsorship oppor-
tunities available for the
evening — see end of story.)

The Star Theatre, a charm-
ing beacon of entertainment in
its time, first opened its doors
to the public on October 7,
1937. Initially, it welcomed
guests with an intimate seating
capacity of 200, offering a cozy
and nostalgic movie-going ex-
perience. Over the years, its
popularity grew, and by 1950,
the theater had expanded to
accommodate 463 patrons, so-
lidifying its place as a vibrant

also includes building-wide
things like PA systems and
door locking mechanisms. “You
name it, there is a huge, wide-
ranging gamut of how we're
addressing technology in this
bond,” he explained.

“Another exciting piece is
we’re going to be remodeling
and retrofitting our current aux-
iliary gym into a 21st century
weight room that will benefit
our students, our burgeoning
powerlifting program, and po-
tentially our community,” Angel
said. “There really won’t be
anything in Jackson County
that will look like what we’ll
have, except what they're
doing at JPS. In terms of a
weight room, this will be a true
bar-setter and jewel in Jackson
County and I'm very excited
about that.” He added that the
powerlifting program in the dis-
trict now has over 100 students
in it. “This provides them the
opportunity to grow in a safe
and modern environment.”

If the bond proposal passes,
another addition will be a pre-
fabricated building at the high
school with batting cages for
baseball and softball. Plans
call for it also to be used for
other sports, including compet-
itive cheerleading. There will
also be new restrooms, con-
cessions, and a picnic area
amidst the athletic spaces.

Angel noted that bond fund-
ing will also go toward replen-
ishing district musical
instruments and an updated
ADA-compliant playground at
the elementary school.

“I am really, really proud of
this bond at many, many lev-
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John Hummer
Editor

hub for cinema lovers. After
nearly five decades of delight-
ing audiences with countless
films, the curtains fell for the
final time in 1986, marking the
end of an era for this beloved
local gem.

Now, a local group is bring-
ing the Star back to life. They
are about a year-and-a-half
into the process of creating
awareness and fundraising for
the theatre restoration effort.

“We’re really hoping that this
event creates momentum
around the theatre and helps
us kick off significant fundrais-
ing dollars for some of the ren-
ovation projects that we have
left to complete within the the-
atre,” said Malcheff.

Malcheff noted that the live
auction at the gala will be a lit-
tle bit different than a typical
live auction. “Everything we're
doing in the auction will be as-
sociated with the theatre in
some way,” she noted.

The first part of it will be an
“Everyone raise your paddle”
theme, Malcheff explained,
continuing, “Here’s the projects
that we have left to do in the
theatre and the impact that you
can make. We want everyone
to participate, so ‘who can give
us this?”

The second part of the live
auction will be four items of his-
torical value from the theatre
that will actually be auctioned
off, including an old projector
reel and a “really cool movie
poster,” she said.

How much money do they
need to raise? “We said from
the very beginning our hope is
to raise $1.937 million, which
harkens back to the 1937
opening of the theatre,” Malch-

e o from page 1

els,” stated Angel. “It touches
on all three of our buildings and
all levels of our students. I'm
super-mindful that it will have a
zero mill increase. It's been
supported really well by our
local community — and | think
that's a testament to the job our
Board of Education has done,
the job that our staff has done,
our community being engaged
and asking the right questions,
and making the best factually-
based decisions in the best in-
terest of their families.”

For more information on the

Grass Lake  Community
Schools May 5 bond proposal,
v i s i t

grasslakeschools.com/2026-
bond-information.

As it appears on the ballot

GRASS LAKE COMMUNITY
SCHOOLS BOND PROPOSAL

Shall Grass Lake Community
Schools, Jackson and Washtenaw
Counties, Michigan, borrow the
sum of not to exceed Forty-One
Million Nine Hundred Five Thou-
sand Dollars ($41,905,000) and
issue its general obligation unlim-
ited tax bonds therefor, for the
purpose of:

partially remodeling, furnishing
and refurnishing, and equipping
and re-equipping the elementary
school, middle school, and high
school buildings; erecting, fur-
nishing, and equipping additions
to the middle school building; ac-
quiring and installing instructional
technology and instructional tech-

eff stated. “The renovation part
of that is about $1.4 million.
What we had hoped to do was
raise $500,000 in additional
capital that would kind of sit as
an endowment and promote
the longevity of the theatre
after it was up and running.

“We still have a significant
way to go,” she continued. “If
you're looking at a thermome-
ter of 100%, we're somewhere
between the 10 to 20% range
right now. We're really just try-
ing to figure out how we can
get there and this gala will be
a big part of that for us.”

In addition to this major
fundraising event, Malcheff
said they are working on some
historical preservation grants.

For further information or to
get questions answered, con-
tact Jessica Malcheff at Jes-
sica@restorethestar.com or
517-320-2021, or visit re-
storethestar.com.

Rising Star Gala sponsor-
ship opportunities

Starlight Sponsor: $5,000

16 tickets, event recognition,
verbal program recognition,
brand logo on all event sig-
nage, featured posts on event
social media

Starburst Sponsor: $2,500

8 tickets, event recognition ver-
bal program recognition, brand
logo on all event signage

Twinkle Sponsor: $1,000
8 tickets, event recognition,
program recognition

Under the Stars Table Spon-
sor: $550
8 tickets, event recognition

nology equipment for the school
buildings; erecting, furnishing,
and equipping an indoor athletic
facility structure; and preparing,
developing, equipping, and im-
proving a playground and sites?

The following is for informational
purposes only:

The estimated millage that will
be levied for the proposed bonds
in 2026, under current law, is 0
mill ($0.00 on each $1,000 of tax-
able valuation), for a 0 mill net in-
crease over the prior year’s levy.
The maximum number of years
the bonds may be outstanding, ex-
clusive of any refund, is twenty-
five (25) years. The estimated
simple average annual millage an-
ticipated to be required to retire
this bond debt is 4.96 mills ($4.96
on each $1,000 of taxable valua-
tion).

The school district does not ex-
pect to borrow from the State to
pay debt service on the bonds.
The total amount of qualified
bonds currently outstanding is
$3,995,000. The total amount of
qualified loans currently outstand-
ing is approximately $5,052,751.
The estimated additional interest
to be paid on the qualified loans
that is attributable to the bonds is
$541,096. The estimated com-
puted millage rate may change
based on changes in certain cir-
cumstances.

(Pursuant to State law, expendi-
ture of bond proceeds must be au-
dited, and the proceeds cannot be
used for repair or maintenance
costs, teacher, administrator or
employee salaries, or other oper-
ating expenses.)
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Peru. ..

moments turned into conversa-
tions, and those conversations
into connection.

They visited Sacsayhuaman
(12,000 ft) , where massive
stones, some weighing more
than 100 tons, fit together with
such astonishing precision that
not even a blade of grass can
pass between them. Standing
in their shadows, students
learned about the battles be-
tween the Inca and the Span-
ish, history no longer
something read, but something
felt beneath their feet.

From there, the group trav-
eled into the Sacred Valley,
where the town of Ollantay-
tambo became both home and
classroom. Mornings were
filed with Spanish and
Quechua, brought to life
through movement, collabora-

from page 1

tion, with even the occasional
alpaca wandering through.
Students explored the Andean
worldview, the condor, puma,
and snake, representing the
sky, earth, and underworld,
and how balance between
them shapes daily life.

Some of the most meaning-
ful growth came through serv-
ice and challenge. Partnering
with the Sacred Valley Project,
a local nonprofit that supports
students from remote Andean
communities by providing
housing, education, and oppor-
tunities to continue their
schooling, students stepped
into work that was unfamiliar.
They learned to use new tools,
to communicate through action
when words fell short, and to
rely on each other to get the
job done. Moving rocks, clear-
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to supporting local non-profit
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Many hands make light work - the students learned not only the value of social interaction on their trip to Peru, but
of hard work and teamwork as well. Courtesy photo.

ing land, and preparing path-
ways under the Andean sun
was not easy work, but it was
shared work. What began as
uncertainty turned into team-
work, and teamwork into pride,
knowing their effort would ben-
efit others long after they left.

Language continued beyond
the classroom walls. In local
markets, students navigated
narrow stone streets with in-
gredient lists in hand, initiating
conversations in Spanish with
local vendors. There were
pauses, mistakes, and mo-
ments of doubt, but they
pushed through. What could
have been intimidating be-
came empowering, proof that
growth often lives just outside
of comfort.

Along the way, the students
tasted new fruits like granadilla

and the bright, tart aguay-
manto, learning that culture is
often best understood through
simple, shared experiences.

A visit to the Maras salt
mines offered perspective.
Thousands of terraced pools
stretched across the mountain-
side, each one carefully main-
tained as mineral-rich water
slowly evaporates into salt. It
was a reminder that even the
simplest things at home often
carry stories of tradition and
hard work.

Then came Machu Picchu.

After a scenic train ride
through towering peaks and
cloud forest, the group arrived
in Aguas Calientes, a town
named for its natural hot
springs. From there, they as-
cended into one of the most
breathtaking places on Earth.

Guided by Gio, whose story-
telling brought every stone to
life, students explored the
citadel and learned how the
Incas engineered a city in har-
mony with the mountains,
aligned with the sun, and built
to withstand time itself.

But the experience did not
end at the top. Instead of sim-
ply returning, the group began
their descent on foot, hiking a
portion of the historic Inca Trail.
At altitude, every step de-
manded effort. The stone
steps, worn smooth by cen-
turies, tested balance and en-
durance. Breathing was
heavier, legs grew tired, but no
one turned back. The ftrail
twisted along the mountain-
side, opening to sweeping
views of the valley below, and
with each step, students

Contact Us
517-784-6133

We believe that every child is full of
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potential. Our kindergarten program is
designed to nurture curious minds, build
confidence, and create a strong
foundation for lifelong learning.
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Enrichment programs:
art, music, and after-
school opportunities
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proved something to them-
selves, that they could push
through discomfort and keep
going.

And yet, beyond the land-

scapes, it was the people who
gave the experience its heart-
beat.
There was Kike, their tour di-
rector, whose energy, humor,
and care shaped each day.
More than a guide, he became
part of the group, weaving to-
gether moments, stories, and
experiences with a genuine
love for his country that was
impossible not to feel. Along
the way, he left the group with
words that carried beyond the
trip: “Optimism with action, and
gratitude with conscience.”

There was also the growing
bond with a group from North
Carolina. What began as
shared space turned into
shared experience, conversa-
tions, laughter, and a connec-
tion that felt natural and lasting.

And then there was some-
thing quieter.

As the days passed, the cir-
cle expanded. Not loudly, not
all at once, but in small, mean-
ingful ways. New friendships
formed, inside jokes appeared,
and a sense of belonging set-
tled in. Without anyone mark-
ing the moment, the group
became more than travelers.
They became something like a
family.

“One thing that surprised me
was how much work we actu-
ally got done,” one student
shared. “It didn’t even feel like
work because we were all talk-
ing, laughing, and just having a
good time together.”

The final days were spent in
Lima, where the Andes meet
the Pacific. Students explored
a chocolate museum, following
cacao from pod to bar, and
wandered vibrant markets filled
with textiles, spices, and hand-
made goods. Along the rocky
coastline, some stepped into
the cold ocean while others sat
quietly, letting the breeze carry
the weight of the week.

It was a moment to pause
and take it all in.

Because in the end, this ex-
perience was never just about
where they went.

It was about what they dis-
covered they were capable of.

And as the group said their
farewells, they carried with
them a beautiful truth from the
Quechua language, there is no
direct word for goodbye. In-
stead, they say tupanan-
chiskama, until we meet again,
a quiet understanding that
some journeys stay with you
long after you've returned
home.

Friends of
Watkins Lake
Earth Day
celebration

Friends of Watkins Lake is
hosting an Earth Day celebra-
tion on Sunday, April 19, from
12:30 to 3 p.m. The day in-
cludes free family-friendly ac-
tivities, such as hiking and
presentations by area organi-
zations. Watkins Lake State
Park is located at 14801 Arnold
Road, Brooklyn.
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ANOTHER VOICE

Resident assesses proposed
mine property value impact

Editor’s note: The Exponent received
a guest editorial column from Norvell
Township resident Marty Godin with
his view of how property values will be
impacted in Norvell Township if the
AAOM gravel mine is approved.
Though we did not edit the piece for
content, there has been some gram-
mar and style editing, and some clari-
fying language, applied to it.

By Marty Godin

The Levy-Norvell gravel mine applica-
tion from American Aggregates of Michi-
gan (AAOC) threatens the property
values of Norvell Township residents.
That which we enjoy today has been gen-
erated by the investments by many over
the years in property and assets. We
must take into account the impact to
“property values” when considering the
Levy-Norvell sand and gravel mine appli-
cation as a Very Serious Consequence
(VSC).

The financial data stated in this docu-
ment is per my spreadsheet under “Levy-
Norvell Haul Route Gravel Pit Property
Values and Tax Revenue Impact Esti-
mates”. The information has been gener-
ated directly from the state GIS report
(gis.mijackson.org) and reflects “2025 As-
sessed Dollars”. Only properties listed for
Norvell Township are included. Proper-
ties are sorted by “Prop Class” and
“Owner” for Norvell, “Gov Unit” noting
“Assessed Values” and “Acreage” by
“Parcel ID”.

| requested that the data and informa-
tion, along with my letter emailed to
Norvell Township Supervisor Bill Suther-
land Monday, March 30, be posted on the
Norvell Township website for all to review.
Bill did forward the information to the
Norvell Township Planning Commission
and the applicant (AAOM). But it is not
being posted on the Norvell website.
Thus, this letter to the Exponent and the
residents of Norvell Township.

In the application, AAOM cited under
number 1.7, Benefits of the Project, a
2025 “Market Study” by Andrew Reed &
Associates out of Quincy, Mich., stating a
potential negative impact of 7.3% to
home/property values. Also cited by
AAOM is The Phoenix Center Study,
under number 4.8.3, referencing gravel
operations in Tenn., Ala., Calif., and Ohio.
| found no evaluations stated for high
value residential lake and agriculture
property noted in their application.

Closer to home, we have some more
applicable property valuations cited by
more applicable sources. One is a Cana-
dian Property Valuation magazine article
by Tony Sevelka
(grassrootsjournals.org/jelp/0203m00310
.html#status) which included five studies
that identify mine operations having a
negative impact on property values rang-
ing from 7.5% to 36%. The Upjohn Insti-
tute published a more telling report by
George Erickcek in 2006 (research.up-
john.org/reports/222) regarding the eco-
nomic impact of the proposed Stoneco
Gravel Mine in Richland Township, Kala-
mazoo County, Mich. It concluded “the
gravel mine will reduce property values in

Richland and Richland Township by
$31.5 million dollars (estimated 20% re-
duction), adversely impacting the values
of over 1,400 homes, which represent
over 60 percent of the Richland Resi-
dences” with minimal employment im-
pact. Also, the report reflects that property
owners are willing to pay more to be fur-
ther from the mine and associated haul
routes. That willingness to pay was
7.92% more per mile away from the mine.

Mike Wilczynski, geologist with Pangea
Environmental, LLC in Michigan with 45
years of experience in mine operations,
states the haul route zones could experi-
ence a 30% reduction in property valua-
tions. Scott Brown, executive director of
the Michigan Lakes and Streams Associ-
ation, stated in his letter to the Exponent
(page 4, 3-10-26), among many VSCs,
“Are we ready to accept the fact that the
market value of homes and property in
the area will decline by as much as 40%
due to the quality-of-life degrading pres-
ence of the aggregate mine?” You have
to ask why these experts are not quoted
in the AAOM application.

Specifically, for Norvell Township and
its residents, | tried to capture what | be-
lieve is true “Property Value Impact”.
Norvell Township is 91.1% residential,
8.7% agricultural, and less than 1% com-
mercial. A total of 2,225 properties identi-
fied here cover 18,804 acres. | break this
out by indirect “Non-Haul Route” and di-
rect “Haul Route” impact. We have 1,622
properties in the “Non-Haul Route” zone
(outside the direct Haul Route Zone) and
are located within five miles of the pro-
posed Levi-Norvell Gravel Mine. These
properties have a “2025 Assessed Value”
of $184,138,025 and cover 14,373 acres.
| used an estimated market value loss of
7.5% for this indirect zone resulting in a
$13,810,352 annual negative impact to
property values.

The direct “Haul Routes” (A-B-C), as
noted in the application, | have identified
as the primary Haul Route Zone. We
have 603 properties in the direct Haul
Route Zone which includes those proper-
ties which must use Haul Routes A-B-C
for accessing their properties. These
properties, surrounded by the lakes and
state parks, have a “2025 Assessed
Value” of $89,265,000 and cover 4,431
acres. | used an estimated conservative
market value loss of 30% for this direct
zone resulting in a $26,779,500 annual
negative impact to property values.

Combined, the potential total “As-
sessed Property Value” impacted as a re-
sult of the Levy-Norvell Gravel Mine could
be $273,403,025 on 18,904 acres. The
negative annual “Property Value” impact
would be $40,589,852 — an average of
14.8% across the residents of Norvell
Township and well within many of the
studies documented above. This leaves
a potential annual long-term tax revenue
loss of $722,499 for the township. Now
also consider the long-term impact over
the 20-year operation of the Levy-Norvell
Gravel Mine, not just for Norvell Town-
ship, but the Irish Hills!

| truly believe we have debunked the
“NEED” for the Levy-Norvell Gravel Mine

Attic & Hearth
= ~A Look Back~

-B'; Michelle A. McLemore

in Norvell Township. We have 436 iden-
tified sand and gravel mining operations
in just our four surrounding counties. Not
to mention the 520-plus sand and gravel
mines in Southeast Michigan today serv-
ing the AAOM target market area. Our
property values will have a long-term im-
pact on Norvell Township’s future finan-
cial stability, health and welfare and that
of Napoleon, Manchester and Cambridge
townships.

Property rights have a place. You like
to think because we bought a piece of
property, we can do what we want with it.
We have “zoning laws” for a reason — set-
backs from the water’s edge, side lot set-
backs, square foot restrictions,
agricultural restrictions, where and what
we can spray, etc. Our township zoning
laws are meant to protect all residents —
those that own their property and those
adjacent to others. The Norvell Township
Master Plan is in place to do just that and
for the reason to protect the health, safety
and welfare of its residents!

Progress is one thing, but as one
prominent business owner in Brooklyn
stated “Unless it brings numerous high-
paying jobs to the area, | do not see any-
thing good to come of it!” The AAOM
application states only a few full-time jobs
will be created with the gravel mine.

We can't fight this without YOU! Irish
Hills Concerned Citizens has done a
great job educating us on the process for
Norvell Township to approve or deny the
application by AAOM. We must hire the
appropriate legal counsel to represent the
residents of Norvell Township here and to
address the VSC impact studies neces-
sary.
First, IHCC has a petition drive being
mailed out to ALL Norvell Township prop-
erty owners. Please sign and return the
petition in the pre-paid envelop mailed.
We request they be returned by April 30.
Talk to your friends and neighbors to
make sure they are each also looking for
their petitions to be signed and returned!

Second, a donation card is enclosed
with the petition. We have a budget of
$150,000 to fight this AAOM Gravel Mine
application and are well on our way. We
can’t do it without contributions, small and
large. It also does not have to be a one-
time donation. Budget what works best
for you over what period works best. If
you are outside the Haul Route Zone, you
are less impacted. If you are in the Haul
Route Zone, you are possibly severely
impacted.

Look at your assessed property value
and determine the cost you are willing to
pay to fight to keep this beautiful rural life
style we cherish in the Irish Hills in place.
Small donations can be made online at
ihccinfo.org. We ask that any large dona-
tions be made by check to save the 3%
processing fee. Simply enclose a check
in the pre-paid envelop with your signed
petition or mail separately to IHCC, P.O.
Box 72, Brooklyn, MI 49230.

Wheels go round

Road and transportation
historic snapshot
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Guest editorial

The importance
of preserving
local news

By John Hiner
President,
Michigan Press
Association

| started my journalism ca-
reer with a typewriter, a note-
book and a pretty basic
motivation: | wanted to know
what was happening in my
community, and why.

The typewriter is long gone,
replaced by technologies |
couldn’t have imagined back
then. But across Michigan, the
curiosity and commitment that
brought many of us into jour-
nalism in the first place are still
there. So is the unshakeable
belief that local news matters.

Today is the inaugural Local
News Day, a nationwide obser-
vance of the role local journal-
ism plays in communities big
and small. It's a great opportu-
nity to focus on what this work
is really about.

Local journalism helps peo-
ple understand what’s happen-
ing around them so they can
make informed decisions.
That's not a partisan idea.

Everyone benefits from ac-
curate reporting on schools,
roads, public safety, taxes,
local businesses and the deci-
sions made at city hall and the
state Capitol. Communities
with strong local news tend to
be more connected, more
transparent and better pre-
pared to solve problems.

Local reporters show up to
meetings most residents can’t
or don’t attend. They dig up
records, break down compli-
cated issues and hold institu-
tions accountable. It's often
unglamorous and routine work,
but it’s foundational to civic life.

And it's getting harder to do.
Since 2005, roughly 60 percent
of local reporting jobs nation-
wide have disappeared. Fewer
journalists are covering more
ground, even as the issues fac-
ing communities grow more
complex and consequential.

Local journalism also de-
pends on public trust and a
shared understanding of how

credible news is produced.
Media literacy matters. When
people can separate verified
reporting from rumor or misin-
formation, public debate im-
proves. When they understand
how journalists verify informa-
tion and correct mistakes, con-
fidence in responsible news
organizations grows.

There are real threats to in-
dependent journalism that
should concern people across
the political spectrum. Re-
porters increasingly face ha-
rassment in public for doing
their jobs. Weak transparency
laws make it harder to see how
decisions are made. The use
of regulatory pressure or law-
suits to discourage reporting
has affected the public’s right
to know.

There’'s also a growing
movement around the country
to shift public and legal notices
out of newspapers and onto
government websites. That
would make essential informa-
tion harder to find — especially
in rural communities — and fur-
ther distance citizens from
watching how their elected of-
ficials actually do their jobs.

Local News Day isn't just a
celebration. It's a reminder that
sustaining local journalism is a
shared responsibility. Subscrib-
ing, advertising, reading criti-
cally and engaging civically all
matter. So does standing up for
transparency laws, press free-
doms and media literacy edu-
cation.

Local news isn’t about ideol-
ogy or technology. It's about
dedicated, professional jour-
nalists serving their neighbors
with reliable, verified informa-
tion. On Local News Day —and
every day — that mission de-
serves recognition and sup-
port.

John Hiner is the president
of MLive Media Group, which
includes eight community
newspapers and the
MLive.com digital news com-
pany.
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3250 Wolf Lake Road ¢ Grass Lake Ml ¢ 522-5050
Monday-Friday 9-6 « Saturday 9-3 « Sunday closed
designsbyjudyflowers.com

Florist
& Greenhouse

Serving Jackson County
since 1923
Made in the U.S.A.

Modern Day Central

vacuums
Here at Rowell’s we can
upgrade your existing unit or
install an entirely new system
10 Year warranty
Free Estimate
637 E. Michigan Ave,
Jackson
517-789-7566
Monday 10am-6am
Tuesday 9am-5am
Wednesday10am-6am

v@‘ Jerr 's Pub

ON THE LAKE
DRINK Rock. RolLL.
Come to the lake
Open Wed-Sun 11 a.m.

Kitchen closes Wed & Thurs 8 pm: Sun at 8 pm: Fri & Sat 9:30 pm

Karaoke
Fridays 7:30pm
GREAT DRINK and delicious lunch & dinner SPECIALS DAILY

650 Egan Highway On the South Shore of Beautiful Wamplers Lake
Phone: 517-467-4700 Fax: 517-467-7848

Live
Entertainment

This postcard of the west side of Brooklyn’s square captures three different transportation modes in the early part of the
twentieth century. The car has similarities to the 1920s Ford. Photo courtesy of Exponent files.

If you have photos, scrapbooks, postcards, or other historical items that may be shared, we would love to see them. Contact The
Exponent office to arrange a time or email unique photos with any information you have about the content to exponews@theexpo-
nent.com. In the subject line, please note for “Attic & Hearth” or “For Michelle” and include your name and contact information in
the message.

www.JerrysPub.com
Serving the community for 47 years




Ask the chief

Columbia residents can speak with Cota, Niles about bonds

Cota

By John Hummer
Editor

Got questions about the May
5 Columbia Charter Township
police and fire millages? Come
speak with Police Chief Jay
Niles and Fire Chief Scott to
get them answered on Satur-
day, April 25, from noon to 1
p.m. (or until the last question
is answered) at Callaghan’s
Coffee Café, 109 S. Main
Street, in Brooklyn.

This will be the last public
opportunity to meet with the
chiefs prior to the May 5 elec-
tion. The Local Committee to
Support First Responders will
host the meeting.

Niles

What do the millages entail?

There will be two millage re-
quests for operation of the
township fire department and
two millage requests for oper-
ation of the township police de-
partment on the ballot.

Two of the millage requests,

one for fire and one for police,
will be millage renewals, ask-
ing voters to renew the current
millage rate that is being levied
today, subject to a Headlee
rollback.

The second pair of millage
requests would ask voters to
approve an additional amount
for the operations of each de-
partment.

Currently, the township is
collecting .8577 mills for police
operations, rolled back due to
Headlee, from an original mill-
age of 1.0. For fire operations,
the township is collecting .4286
mills, rolled back due to
Headlee from an original mill-
age of .500. Both millages ex-
pire Dec. 31, 2026.

Historically, the money col-
lected for both police and fire
operations has not been
enough to fully fund the depart-
ments over the last 10-plus
years and has required the
township’s general fund to
make up the difference.

The police department addi-
tional millage request is for a
levy not to exceed .2423 mills
($0.2423 per $1,000 of taxable
value) and would be for a pe-
riod of seven years. It would
raise close to an additional
$142,305 per year for police
operations.

H
RDK

R.D. Kleinschmidt, Inc.

"We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home®

Roofing - Siding - Gutters
Windows & Doors

Residential & Commercial
734-428-8836

www.rdkleinschmidiinc.com
19860 Sharon Valley Road, Manchester

Family Owned & Operated for over 50 yecus!

Lenawee County
Kindergarten
Round Up Dates

ADDISON
4/18 11:00 AM - 1:00 Pm
Elementary Cafeteria &
Gym

Contact: Angela Huston
517.547.6910

BRITTON DEERFIELD
4/24 8:00 AM - 3:00 Pm
Deerfield Building

Walk-In or
By Appointment

Contact: Amy McAran
517.447.3015 x212

MADISON
4/9 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Walk-In or
By Appointment

Contact: Trisha Howard
517.263.0744 x146

SAND CREEK
4/1 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM &
5:00 - 7:00 Pm
4/2 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM
By Appointment

Contact: Elementary Office
517.436.3121

ADRIAN
4/7 5:30 - 6:30 PMm
All Buildings
Sign-Up on
adrianmaples.org
("Parents" Tab)
Contact: Angie Schaffer
517.264.6640 x4108

CLINTON
3/14 9:00 - 11:00 Am
Last Name A-M
9:00 - 10:00 AM
Last Name N-Z
10:00 - 11:00 AM

Contact: Michele Smerek
517.456.6504

MORENCI
3/12 4:00 - 7:00 Pm
Morenci Elementary
By Appointment

Contact: Eileen Moore
517.458.7504 x210

TECUMSEH
4/11 9:00 AM - Noon
Sutton Early Learning

Center or on

School Website

Contact: Barb Randolph
517.423.2167 x1201

To view detailed countywide
information, use the QR code
or visit lisd.us/kindergarten.

The fire department would
require an additional, not to ex-
ceed .4214 mills ($0.4214 per
$1,000 of taxable value), also
for a period of seven years. It
would raise an approximate
$247,493 per year for fire oper-
ations.

The renewal millages for
both departments would be for
a period of five years and
based on any Headlee rollback
figure leading up to the time of
approving ballot language. The
newly approved millages would
appear on residents’ winter
2027 tax bills.

“The township general fund
has made up the difference for
Headlee rollback amounts for a
number of years,” stated Town-
ship Supervisor Barry Marsh
back in January when the
board approved putting the
millages on the May 5 ballot.
“That math can’t sustain itself.
Eventually there would be
some change in services —
there would have to be.”

Contact the Columbia Char-
ter Township clerk’s office at
517-592-2000, Ext. 231 for
more information about the
May 5 ballot.

Official May 5 ballot lan-
guage for Columbia Charter
Township fire and police
millages

Renewal millages

COLUMBIA CHARTER
TOWNSHIP FIRE PROTEC-
TION MILLAGE RENEWAL -
PROPOSAL 1

Shall the previous voted in-
crease in the tax limitations im-
posed under Article IX, Sec. 6
of the Michigan Constitution on
general ad valorem taxes
within Columbia Charter Town-
ship be renewed at .4286 mil
($0.4286 per $1,000 of taxable
value) for the period of 2027
through 2031 inclusive for fire
protection; and shall the Town-
ship levy such renewal in mill-
age for said purpose, thereby
raising in the first year an esti-
mated $251,772.00.

COLUMBIA CHARTER
TOWNSHIP POLICE PRO-
TECTION MILLAGE RE-
NEWAL - PROPOSAL 2

Shall the previous voted in-
crease in the tax limitations im-
posed under Article IX, Sec. 6
of the Michigan Constitution on

BLISSFIELD
3/12 8:00 Am - 2:00 PM &
4:00 - 6:00 PM
By Appointment (Sign-Up
on School Website)

Contact: Linda Mueller
517.486.2811

HUDSON
4/15 7:30 AmM - 3:30 PM
4/16 9:00 AM - 5:00 PMm
4/17 7:30 Am - 3:30 PM
SMCSI, 550 E. Main St.

Contact: Angela Combs
517.448.8912 x242

ONSTED
4/28 Sign Up 4:00-6:00pm
Onsted Elementary
5/4 Screening
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
(Walk-In or By Appt.)

Contact: Marsha Davis
517.467.7046

FREE PRESCHOOL
Now enrolling for the
2026-2027 school year! Free
preschool serving all of
Lenawee County.
Adrian Head Start:
517.263.2468
Great Start Readiness:
lenaweefreepreschools.org

general ad valorem taxes
within Columbia Charter Town-
ship be renewed at .8577 mil
($0.8577 per $1,000 of taxable
value) for the period of 2027
through 2031 inclusive for po-
lice protection; and shall the
Township levy such renewal in
millage for said purpose,
thereby raising in the first year
an estimated $503,837.00.

Additional millages

COLUMBIA CHARTER
TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPART-
MENT ADDITIONAL OPERA-
TION MILLAGE PROPOSAL -
PROPOSAL 3

Shall Columbia Charter Town-
ship, Jackson County, Michi-
gan, impose a new millage on
taxable property in the town-
ship, at an amount not to ex-
ceed .4214 mills ($0.4214 per
$1,000 of taxable value), for a
period of seven (7) years, be-
ginning with the 2027 Winter
tax bill and ending the 2033
Winter tax bill, inclusive, as an
additional millage, to provide
funds to the Fire Department
for operating expenses of the
department? It is estimated
that .4214 mills would raise ap-
proximately $247,542 when
first levied in December 2027.

COLUMBIA CHARTER
TOWNSHIP POLICE DE-
PARTMENT  ADDITIONAL

OPERATION MILLAGE PRO-
POSAL - PROPOSAL 4

Shall Columbia Charter Town-
ship, Jackson County, Michi-
gan, impose a new millage on
taxable property in the town-
ship, at an amount not to ex-
ceed .2423 mills ($0.2423 per
$1,000 of taxable value), for a
period of seven (7) years, be-
ginning with the 2027 Winter
tax bill and ending with the
2033 Winter tax bill, inclusive,
as an additional millage, to pro-
vide funds to the Police De-
partment for operating
expenses of the department? It
is estimated that .2423 mills
would raise approximately
$142,334.00 when first levied
in December 2027.

1 Mill = $1.00 per $1,000 of
taxable value
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Columbia Schools

Voters to decide on $14.8

million bond

proposal for

Columbia schools

By John Hummer
Editor

Columbia School District
voters have the opportunity to
vote (now via absent voter
ballot or May 5 in-person) on
making improvements to
school district facilities via a
$14.8 million bond proposal.

If passed, the bond would
provide improvements aligned
with the 2023-2028 district
Strategic Plan. Improvements
to facilities would take place in
all of the district’s buildings.
Key projects include:

A new enclosed corridor to
connect the elementary build-
ings

Expand classroom space and
create flexible learning envi-
ronments at elementary
schools

Fully renovate the Columbia
Central Jr./Sr. High School
auditorium

Improve athletic facilities to
meet ADA accessibility stan-
dards

Address district-wide roofing,
safety, and building code
needs

The projected cost of the
improvements is
$15,200,251. Of that amount,
it will be necessary for the dis-
trict to borrow $14,800,000,
with the remaining funds to be
derived from the investment
of the bond proceeds.

“It's a non-increase in prop-
erty tax — it won't increase
anybody’s taxes at all,” said
School Board President Tim
Creech in a previous Expo-
nent interview. “It's just re-
amortizing the bond we
already have.”

For more information, visit
myeagles.org/page/2026-
bond.

As it appears on the ballot

Columbia School District bond
proposal ballot language

Shall Columbia School Dis-
trict, Jackson, Lenawee, Washte-
naw and Hillsdale Counties,

Michigan, borrow the sum of not
to exceed Fourteen Million Eight
Hundred Thousand Dollars
($14,800,000) and issue its gen-
eral obligation unlimited tax
bonds therefor, in one or more
series, for the purpose of: erect-
ing, furnishing and equipping ad-
ditions to school buildings;
remodeling, including security
improvements to, furnishing and
refurnishing, and equipping and
re-equipping existing school
buildings; acquiring and in-
stalling instructional technology
and instructional technology
equipment for school buildings;
and equipping, developing and
improving playgrounds, athletic
fields and facilities, parking
areas, and sites?

The following is for informa-
tional purposes only:

The estimated millage that will
be levied for the proposed bonds
in 2026 is 0.55 mill ($0.55 on
each $1,000 of taxable valuation)
for a -0- mill net increase over
the prior year’s levy. The maxi-
mum number of years the bonds
of any series may be outstanding,
exclusive of any refunding, is
twenty-one (21) years. The esti-
mated simple average annual
millage anticipated to be required
to retire this bond debt is 0.84
mill ($0.84 on each $1,000 of
taxable valuation).

The school district does not
expect to borrow from the State
to pay debt service on the bonds.
The total amount of qualified
bonds currently outstanding is
$23,470,000. The total amount of
qualified loans currently out-
standing is $0. The estimated
computed millage rate may
change based on changes in cer-
tain circumstances.

(Pursuant to State law, expen-
diture of bond proceeds must be
audited, and the proceeds cannot
be used for repair or maintenance
costs, teacher, administrator or
employee salaries, or other oper-
ating expenses.)

Vandercook bond

gas and plumbing piping are
also on the list to get done.

In addition, a new digital sign
would be installed that would
list key district dates and
events and serve as a revenue
stream in the form of advertis-
ing. The new sign, per school
board approval, would be in-
stalled on McDevitt Avenue be-
hind the district’s softball field
on an empty lot the district
owns. “That would really allow
us to communicate better with
our community,” Bradfield said.

The bond proposal, if ap-
proved, would also fund im-
provements to the restrooms at
the football field to be ADA-
compliant. Otherwise, all proj-
ects that had anything to do
with athletics that were on the
November bond proposal were
removed for this May 5 bond
proposal.

“The bond committee, in lis-
tening to the community, only
wanted us to address critical
needs from Series |,” Bradfield
stated, adding that the new
electronic sign was also a pri-
ority.

If the bond does not pass,
these critical infrastructure
projects would need to be paid
for by the district's General
Fund, which would be detri-
mental to instructional pro-
grams, arts, and athletic
programs already in the dis-
trict’s budget, the bond web
page says.

There are two more bond
proposal informational meet-
ings scheduled for community
members to learn more about
the ballot initiative. The first is
this Thursday, April 16 at 6:30
p.m. at Townsend Elementary
School (after Kindergarten
Roundup). The final meeting
will be on Wednesday, April 29
at 5 p.m. at Vandercook Lake
Middle School/High School
(before Bingo Night). Three
previous informational meet-
ings were also held.

Bradfield noted that commu-

nity members can email her
questions at melissa.brad-
field@vandyschools.org. More
information on the Vandercook
Lake Public Schools bond pro-
posal can be found at
vandyschools.org/page/bond-
proposal-5-5-26-info.

As it appears on the ballot

VANDERCOOK LAKE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS BOND PROPOSAL

Shall Vandercook Lake Public
Schools, Jackson County, Michi-
gan, borrow the sum of not to ex-
ceed Nine Million Two Hundred
Eighty Thousand Dollars
($9,280,000) and issue its general
obligation unlimited tax bonds
therefor for the purpose of:

remodeling and equipping and re-
equipping school buildings, in-
cluding roof  replacements,
plumbing and HVAC improve-
ments, and school security im-
provements; and  preparing,
developing, and improving the
stadium and fieldhouse site?

The following is for informational
purposes only:

. « » from page 1

The estimated millage that will
be levied for the proposed bonds
in 2026 is 2.71 mills ($2.71 on
each $1,000 of taxable valuation).
The maximum number of years
the bonds may be outstanding, ex-
clusive of any refund, is twenty-
five (25) years. The estimated
simple average annual millage an-
ticipated to be required to retire
this bond debt is 3.47 mills ($3.47
on each $1,000 of taxable valua-
tion).

The school district does not ex-
pect to borrow from the State to
pay debt service on the bonds. The
total amount of qualified bonds
currently outstanding is
$2,235,000. The total amount of
qualified loans currently outstand-
ing is $0. The estimated computed
millage rate may change based on
changes in certain circumstances.

(Pursuant to State law, expendi-
ture of bond proceeds must be au-
dited, and the proceeds cannot be
used for repair or maintenance
costs, teacher, administrator or
employee salaries, or other oper-
ating expenses.)
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Death Notices

Cierra Sowle, Jackson County clerk, reports the following
recent recorded deaths:

Ernest Kenneth Romanco, 82, Concord Township;
Murray Chalmers, 81, Leoni Township;

Clarence Leroy Cooper, 91, Concord Township;
Richard Dale Cunnignham, 86, Leoni Township;
Jarvis Ramon Butts, 43, Blackman Township;

Jim Duran, 79, Blackman Township;

Dayna Vivian Dennis, 74, Jackson;

Richard Allen Sanford, 72, Jackson;

Jack Edward Floros, 93, Summit Township;
Russell Allen Cowen, 79, Cambridge Township;
Lawrence Lee Bracey, 79, Liberty Township;
Anthony Christopher Aldridge, 12, Parma;
Dalonda Denay Duffin, 46, Jackson;

Connie Jo Podlewski, 63, Summit Township;
Jerome James McMillian, 51, Hillsdale;

Clyde Alan Kitts, 66, Leoni Township;

Richard R. Daulton, 89, Sandstone Township;
Sherry Lynn Hunt, Jackson;

Linda Sue Pratt, 68, Jackson;

Karren C. Yochens, 85, Sandstone Township;
Paul Arthur Miller Jr., 68, Summit Township;
Menifee Allen, 62, Homer Township;

Kenneth Donald Cooper, 82, Jackson;

Kevin Elmer Town, 62, Moscow Township;

Twila Gene Sims, 93, Dearborn Heights;

Kathryn Lee Rife, 79, Summit Township;

Philip Jay Hiland, 59, Jackson;

Marinus Terrence Musselman, 83, Summit Township;
Barbara Lynn Penpraze, 81, Grass Lake Township.

Marriages

Cierra Sowle, Jackson County clerk, reports the following
recent recorded marriage license applications:

Makayla Nicole Bella and Nicholas Jesus Hernandez, Concord;
Andrea Dale Mccabe and Richard Steven Kirchberg, Jackson;
Malachi Scott Hubinger, Waldron, and Lily Grace Erickson, Jack-
son;

Meleeah Marie Hall, Stockbridge, and Thomas Francis Rooney,
Jackson;

Seth Patrick Bauman, Michigan Center, and Allison Michelle Jar-
chow, Brooklyn;

Jean Lee Kang, Jackson, and Arnold Jay Cho, Jackson;
Brittney Anne Darling and Marcin Jakub Zielinski, Jackson;
Jayme Lynn Newman and Tyler Scott Nichols, Concord;

Jordyn Arlene Marie Davis, Springport, and Kadin Daniel Slaby,
Parma;

Savannah Marie Miskovic, Jackson, and Darren Michael-Edward
Oteney, Jackson;

Cassandra Marie Robinson, Brooklyn, and Michael Thomas Beri-
chon, Brooklyn;

Francis Leroy Anderson and Lauri Denise Logan, Grass Lake;
David Oran Henley Il and Angela Marie Rodriguez, Parma;
Christine Marie Royal, Concord, and David Michael Henry,
Toledo, OH;

Madysen Renee Miotke, Spring Arbor, and Trevor Anthony Ley,
Jackson;

Kaitlynn Christine Leonard, Brooklyn, and Timothy Aaron Benson,
Sand Lake;

Andrew Stephen Berry Sr. and Taja Riann Selby, Jackson.

OnCall Property Repair: 156 West Michigan Avenue, Jackson
(Handyman Services) John Antawn Willis, owner;

Arthur Family Floors & More: 11025 Hyde Road, Clarklake
(Construction-Trades) Warren Travis Arthur, owner;

R. V’s Demolition & Wiring, Recovery Demolition: 2925 Page
Avenue, Jackson (Recycling Wire & Demolition) Ronnie C.
Vaughn, owner;

Riverside Studios: 3675 Albion Road, Concord (Art Studio)
Steven Theodore Ferency, owner;

KL Contracting: 4530 Matthews Road, Spring Arbor (Construc-
tion) Keegan Lambert, owner;

Professional Land Services: 10335 Rountree Road, Hanover
(Tree Services & Excavation) Flint Bibbins, owner.

Jackson
onument
Works

Need a marker in
place before
Memorial Day?

ofv

3
2830 Francis St., Jackson'*

(517) 782 3116
www.jacksonmonumentworks.com

Robert Xavier Golds-
borough passed away on
February 7, 2026. He was
born on January 26,
1960, in Dearborn, Mich.
His parents were William
Lawrence Goldsborough
and Margaret ~ Ann
Brieska of Dearborn,
Mich. He was never mar-
ried. Robert resided at
308 E. Mill Pond Drive,
Brooklyn, Mich. He died
of natural causes. Robert
graduated from Dearborn
Fordson High School and at-

Goldsborough

Obituaries
Robert Xavier Goldsborough

tended St. Bar-
bara Catholic el-
ementary school.
He worked in the
maintenance in-
dustry at Dear-
born Fordson
High School and
McDonalds.
Robert was a
faithful member
of All Saints Epis-
copal Church in
Brooklyn and served as sex-
ton, lector, music coordinator,
and maintenance and commu-

Robert

nity dinner assistant. He
leaves behind family members
- nieces, Shelly Rushing and
her husband Mark, Kim Ley-
dig, Tina Doll and nieces and
nephews Anthony, Raymond
and Kathleen Rushing, Angles
Arnold, Jessica Fernandez,
Jennifer, and Kenny Tipton.
His body has been cremated
with services provided by
Eineder Funeral Home, Brook-
lyn, Michigan.

A memorial service will be
held at All Saints Episcopal
Church, 151 N. Main Street,

Brooklyn, Michigan, Sunday
April 19, 2026, at 10:30 A.M.
The Rev. Deborah Semon-
Scott will be the celebrant.
Robert’s ashes will be spread
on the St. Francis Garden at
All Saints. A luncheon will fol-
low the service in All Saints
Parish Hall.

Memorial contributions can
be sent to All Saints Episcopal
Church, 151 N. Main St.
Brooklyn, Michigan 49230.

William “Bill” Rothfuss

William [
%Kendall
Rothfuss, 79, [Fig

formerly of
Brooklyn passed away
Sunday, April 5, 2026,
at Henry Ford Hospital,
Jackson, Mich. Bill's
family and friends will
gather for a celebration

classmates at many
reunions over the
years.

He honorably
served his country
in the United States
Air Force. Following
his service, Bill was
employed by the
Goodyear Tire and

of life from 3 to 6 p.m., Bill Rothfuss Rubber Company in
Thursday, April 16, Jackson, Mich.,
2026, at Eineder Funeral where he worked until the

Homes — Brooklyn Chapel.

He was born on October 30,
1946, in Jackson, Mich., to
Charles D. and Fern M. (Tal-
bot) Rothfuss.

Bill attended Brooklyn Com-
munity Schools from kinder-
garten through 12th grade,
graduating in 1965. He re-
mained proud of his roots and
enjoyed reconnecting with

plant’s closing in 1984.

Bill valued his independ-
ence and found peace in soli-
tude, especially outdoors that
he loved so dearly. Though he
cherished time alone, he was
also incredibly generous. He
eagerly taught those who were
interested in bird watching,
fishing, hunting, and trapping,
passing along not only skills

but also a deep respect for na-
ture.

A devoted outdoorsman, Bill
had a lifelong passion for
wildlife and conservation. He
spent countless hours observ-
ing and caring for the natural
world, finding joy in its quiet
rhythms and seasonal
changes. He held a special
fascination with bluebirds and
became affectionately known
as “Bluebird Bill” for his dedi-
cated efforts to welcome blue-
birds during migration and to
care for them throughout the
nesting season.

Bill was also a member of

the Springville Methodist
Church  men’s  breakfast
group, known as the

“Springville Guys,” where he
valued the camaraderie and
fellowship of friends.

Bill is survived by his broth-
ers, Donald (Anne) Rothfuss,
George H. Rothfuss, and John
(Ruth) Rothfuss; many nieces
and nephews, and lifelong
friend and advocate, Sylvia
Kay.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, and brothers,
Charles E., Glen W., and Den-
nis H.; and a niece, Erin L.
Rothfuss.

Please leave a message of
comfort for Bill’s family or sign
his guestbook at www.Eined-
erFuneralHomes.com.

To honor Bill's passion for
the outdoors, please consider
a contribution to the Friends of
Watkins Lake State Park,
https://protectingwatkinslake.o
rg, F.o.W.L., P.O. Box 26,
Brooklyn, MI 49230.

Lawrence ‘Larry’ Jay Bergman

Lawrence (Larry) Jay
Bergman, 78, passed
away Saturday, April 11,
2026, under the compas-
sionate care of Hospice
of Lenawee, surrounded
by his loving family. Larry
was born in Detroit,
Mich., on June 5, 1947,
to Roy and Delphine
(Wayno) Bergman, the
oldest of five siblings. On
May 3, 1969, Larry mar-
ried the love of his life, Janice
Urban, and they spent 50
years together before her
passing in 2019.

Larry worked for Ford Motor
Company, where his love of
cars grew, especially for Mus-
tangs. Larry loved boating and

Larry
Bergman

being on the water
and even raced
boats for a time.
Larry also enjoyed
golfing, especially
with his grandson,
Gage. Larry was a
long-time volunteer
in both the Boy
Scouts, where he
held his Eagle
Scout award, and
with the Plymouth-
Salem Swim Team. Larry was
also a fan of Michigan State
Athletics and NASCAR, where
he liked to attend races and
breakfasts with the drivers.
Larry loved his dogs and had
many throughout his life. Larry
also loved to travel with his

wife, especially to Florida.
Most of all, Larry enjoyed
spending time with his family,
from growing up on the lakes
in the Irish Hills, to being able
to build his retirement home
on Lake Columbia, to spend-
ing time on Gary’s deck in the
peace and quiet in the country
and in Northern Michigan with
his daughter Julie. Larry loved
the time spent with his family.

Larry is survived by his chil-
dren, Gary (Amy) Bergman,
and Julie (Jason) Nickol;
grandchildren, Gage
Bergman, Brixton Nickol, and
siblings, Kirk Bergman, Robert
Bergman, Roberta Clayton,
and Roxanne Bergman-
Krumel. Larry was preceded in

death by his parents and his
wife, Jan.

A memorial service for Larry
will be held at a later date. In
Lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations be made to
Hospice of Lenawee, The
Lenawee County Humane So-
ciety, or to a charity of the
donor’s choice in Larry’s
name.

Friends may express sym-
pathies to the family online by
visiting the tribute wall at
www.marryfh.com. Arrange-
ments have been made with
the guidance of the Anderson-
Marry Funeral Home, Adrian.

50 years ago ...

« Fifty years ago the Greater Brooklyn Association chose new officers. Lou
Kaiser was chosen as president and Steve Sacka as vice president. Willard
Chapin was voted second vice-president. Millie Lewis, treasurer and Winifred
Arksey, secretary, rounded out the board.

25 years ago ...

* Twenty five years ago Napoleon sixth grader Kylie Jusick earned a 10th place
medal on beam with a score of 8.8 at the level 7 gymnastic finals in Rochester.
She also received her season-best scored on vault, floor and all-around ex-
ercises.

Wl e here for your rture.

MORRIS W. SMITH AGENCY, INC.
For Over € Years

111 N. Main Street * Brooklyn, Michigan « 517-592-2107

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE + HOME - CAR - BUSINESS

Investigation into Onsted woman
missing in Bahamas continues

By DAVID PANIAN
davidp@tecumsehherald.com

Authorities in the Bahamas continued to
hold an Onsted man for questioning as of
Monday after his wife went overboard April
4 from their 8-foot dinghy.

Lynette and Brian Hooker were return-
ing to their 46-foot sailboat, the Soul Mate,
that evening in rough seas when Lynette
Hooker fell into the water, according to an
account Brian Hooker provided to the
Royal Bahamas Police Force.

Lynette Hooker, 55, is still missing. Ba-
hamian authorities have told news outlets
that the search for her is now a recovery
effort rather than a rescue attempt.

Brian Hooker, 58, remained in custody
in the Bahamas after a magistrate granted
a 72-hour extension to his detention, ac-
cording to NBC News. There can be only
one extension, CNN reported, which
means Hooker had to be released by 7:20
p.m. Monday or be charged with a crime.

The line of questioning by police indi-
cate they are considering a murder
charge, Butler told NBC.

Brian Hooker posted a message to
Facebook on April 8 saying that he is
“heartbroken over the recent boat accident
in unpredictable seas and high winds that
caused my beloved Lynette to fall from our
small dinghy near Elbow Cay in the Ba-
hamas. Despite desperate attempts to
reach her, the winds and currents drove
us further apart. We continue to search for
her and that is my sole focus.”

Online records indicate the Hookers live
at a residence on Sand Lake in northern
Franklin Township. They previously lived
in Kentwood, which is a suburb of Grand
Rapids. They sold their home there in
2020 after owning it for about 15 years,
according to online property records for
the city of Kentwood.

The Hookers are experienced sailors
and have documented their experiences
on the water on YouTube and Instagram
under the username The Sailing Hookers.

Friends of the Hookers, Marnee and
Blaine Stevenson, shared an audio

recording of a phone conversation they
had with Brian Hooker before he was
taken into custody where he describes
what happened when Lynette Hooker
went overboard. He said it was about 10
minutes before sunset when Lynette
Hooker “basically just bounced off the
dinghy” during a 20-knot gust of wind. He
said they weren’t wearing life jackets.

Lynette had both keys to the dinghy’s
motor with her. When she went overboard
with the keys, the engine shut off, which is
a safety feature designed to prevent an
unmanned boat from motoring away from
a lone occupant who goes overboard.

Brian said he threw a flotation device to
her after she fell in, but he couldn’t tell if
she got it.

“The wind blew us apart so fast that |
think she tried to swim back to our sailboat
which was probably, | don’t know, 1,000
yards or something. But the waves were
3-foot,” he said in the phone recording. He
tried to use the dinghy’s oars, but the pin
on one broke and it went into the water
and he was left with just one oar.

“| yelled to her that | lost the oar, and |
threw the anchor out and anchored the
dinghy and just — | yelled. | couldn't see
her anymore,” he said.

“It's amazing how small a person is in 2-
to 3-footers and in 25-knot winds,” he said.
“So, after an hour of calling her, | never
heard her voice.”

He said a power boat went past and he
tried to signal it with the flashlight on his
cellphone, but the boat was going too fast
and the people on it didn’t see him. A sec-
ond boat went by, which he tried to signal
with flares fired from a flare gun, but that
boat’s occupants apparently didn’t see
them.

Brian Hooker said he could see houses
on the shoreline, and he decided to try to
go get help. However, with only one oar to
paddle with, the current took him past the
houses. He ended up paddling and drifting
for hours before he beached the boat on
Marsh Island. He made his way through
scrub brush to a boat yard where he

talked to a security guard. The police got
there around 4 a.m., but the search teams
didn’t get out until 4:30 or 5 a.m.

He said by midnight he was “freaking
out” because no one had come looking for
him, but he kept paddling.

At one point after the police took him
into custody, they took him out to search
his sailboat, his attorney said. His hands
were restrained and he was holding some
clothing while on the police boat. The seas
were “choppy and dangerous” and Brian
Hooker lost his footing and fell overboard.
He was submerged and ingested a “signif-
icant amount of seawater” before his life
jacket brought him to the surface and the
police pulled him back onboard their boat.
He sustained an injury to his knee and re-
ceived medical treatment and a prescrip-
tion, Butler said.

Lynette Hooker’'s daughter, Karli
Aylesworth, has given multiple media in-
terviews. In them, she has described a
sometimes volatile relationship between
the couple, including drinking problems
and domestic violence. She told NBC that
Brian Hooker’s account of what happened
seems unlikely.

“I hope this was just a freak accident,
but | just have a hard time believing it at
the moment,” Aylesworth said April 9. “I
just want to know the truth....

“| feel like this was probably preplanned,
if anything, like, it doesn’t seem like just
some accident.”

The Hookers had prior encounters with
law enforcement, NBC reported. Lynette
Hooker was taken into custody following a
domestic violence incident in 2015 in
Kentwood where Brian Hooker had a
bloody nose after he said Lynette struck
him several times in the face. She also ac-
cused Brian of choking and punching her.
Both were intoxicated. Officers observed
Brian’s injuries but none on Lynette. The
Kent County Prosecutor’s Office decided
to not authorize charges

Brian Hooker was acquitted of a child
abuse charge in 2006, NBC reported.
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Tennis Softhbhall

Onsted third at Invitational

Onsted High School finished third at the Northwest Tennis In-
vitational Saturday.

The Wildcats finished with six points in the four-team tourna-
ment.

Kaelyn Moore earned a split on the day for OHS at No. 3 sin-
gles with a 6-0 and 6-0 against Hillsdale but lost to Anna Surbrook
of Northwest 6-1 and 6-0.

Eve Huber won a match at No. 4 singles for Onsted.

Molly Kurowski/McKenna Szul defeated Hillsdale at No. 1 dou-
bles; Lauren Millet/Molly Kordyzon won two matches at No. 2
doubles; and Abby Nichols/Wraiya David defeated Hillsdale at
No. 3 doubles.

Sen. Shink to be in Brooklyn

Senator Sue Shink will be hosting “Connecting with our Com-
munity”, a Community Conversation, in Brooklyn on Wednesday,
April 29 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Choate’s Marketplace (upstairs),
102 N. Main Street, Brooklyn.

Join Sen. Shink to talk about solutions for Michigan’s future,
what's going on in Lansing, and more.

read Sticks | Wings
t | 2 Liter Coke
Speedy Delivery

Salads | Flavored
T]‘)ip Crust | Pan Crus
"tl

zza, Subs, Salads
2 FOR 1 PIZZAS

BROOKLYN
" POUND FOR POUND
HE BEST VALUE AROUND!

| 00D HOME COOKING " g

Open 7 days a week

7 am to 8 pm
Come see us for Breakfast Lunch and Dinner
Daily Specials
Homemade Pie
6816 W Brooklyn Rd, Napoleon
517-536-4244

we have life insurance.
so you can enjoy all
of life’s moments.

Decker & Sons
Insurance Agency, Inc.

104 W. Main St.
Addison, MI
517-547-7475

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE
LIFE + HOME « CAR - BUSINESS
We proudly represent Auto-Owners Insurance.

265 S. Main St.
Onsted,MI
517-467-6193

12745 E. Chicago Rd.
Somerset Center MI
517-688-4241

SPORTS BAR

Napoleon, Mi

Above, left: Columbia Central Golden Eagle Hailey Wetherby and (right) Napoleon Pirate Kaitlyn Fall show off their

technique. Both pitchers will be instrumental to their team’s success this spring. Photos by Paul Snyder.

Columbia girls on a

Story and photos by Paul Snyder

Columbia Central 19, Leslie 1
Columbia Central 16, Leslie 1

The Columbia Central Lady Eagles opened their 2026 season
sweeping the Leslie Blackhawks 19-1 and 16-1 last Tuesday
(April 7) in Cascades Conference play at Leslie.

In game one, Camden Knapp, Kelsey Fausz, Gabby Gaydosh
and Rylee Knapp had three hits apiece to lead the Eagles’ 19-
run, 16-hit attack with Camden Knapp hitting two doubles and
driving in three runs and Fausz belting a triple and collecting
three RBls.

Hailey Wetherby pitched four and 2/3 innings, striking out 12
and walking only one, giving up one run and one hit for the win.

In game two Wetherby had two hits, including a third-inning
grand slam in helping the Eagles to a 16-1 victory. Camden
Knapp pitched four innings, allowing just one run on three hits
and one walk, striking out six.

Columbia Central 10, Hudson 2

Columbia Central 7, Hudson 3
The Columbia Central Lady Eagles swept their former LCAA
conference rival Hudson Tigers 10-3 and 7-3 in their home

roll to start season

Gabby Gaydosh led the Eagles nine-hit attack in game one
with two hits and four RBI. Hailey Wetherby allowed the Tigers
only two runs on five hits and three walks, striking out five for the
win.

In game two, Rylee Knapp scoring on a sacrifice fly from Cam-
den Knapp and Bella Knapp scored on a two-out single from
Kelsey Fausz to take game two 7-3.

Rylee Knapp had two hits and two RBI for two of the Eagles’
six hits. Camden Knapp went the distance for the win, giving up
three Tiger runs on seven hits and three walks, striking out one.

Columbia Central 23, Addison 0
Columbia Central 10, Addison 0

Columbia Central Eagles dominated the Addison Panthers 23-
0 and 10-0 Friday in a doubleheader at Addison.

In game one, Hailey Wetherby allowed the Panthers’ only two
hits while not walking a batter and striking out five in three in-
nings of work and collected three hits and three RBI. The Eagles
belted out 18 hits led by Gabby Gaydosh with four hits and three
RBI.

Camden Knapp threw five innings of no-hit ball in game two
striking out 10 and walking only two. The Eagles started the first
week of the season going 6-0.

opener doubleheader last Thursday at Columbia Central.

Baseball

Columbia, Grass Lake and Onsted all
have big week winning four games each

Story and photos
By Paul Snyder

Columbia 13, Leslie 2
Columbia 11, Leslie 6

The Columbia Central
Golden Eagles opened their
2026 Cascades Conference
season last Tuesday (April 7)
sweeping the Leslie Black-
hawks 13-2 and 11-6 at Leslie.

Conner Rentfrow led the
Eagles’ 13-hit attack in game
one going 4-4 at the plate with
two home runs and a double,
driving in seven. He pitched
three innings, allowing one
Blackhawk run on two hits and
three walks while striking out
five. Hayden Haynes collected
three hits including a double.
He added one RBI.

Luke Calhoun led the Ea-
gles at the plate in game two
with a two-run single in the first
inning and a three-run homer
in the fourth, batting in five Co-
lumbia runs.

Chase Dukate started and
went three innings, giving up
three runs on two hits and two
walks, while striking out two.

Columbia 15, Addison 0
Columbia 12, Addison 0

The Columbia Central
Golden Eagles swept the Ad-
dison Panthers 15-0 and 12-0
last Friday in a Cascades Con-
ference doubleheader at Addi-
son.

Eagle Blayden Steller threw
a one-hitter in game one, strik-
ing out six and walking only
one, while at the plate collect-
ing three hits and one RBI.

Luke Calhoun also had

three hits, while Hayden
Haynes and Jordan Dankert
recorded two hits and three
RBI apiece for 10 of Colum-
bia’s 13 hits in the game.

Luke Calhoun pitched four
innings of no-hit ball in game
two, striking out five and walk-
ing two, while helping his
cause at the plate with two hits
and three RBI. Noah Dankert
contributed two hits and Conor
Rentfrow one hit and three
RBI.

Columbia is now 5-1 on the
season while the Panthers fell
to 0-4.

Grass Lake 9, Homer 0
Grass Lake 13, Homer 0

The Grass Lake Warriors
opened up defending their
Cascades Conference crown
with a pair of shutout wins, 9-0
and 13-0 over the Homer Tro-
jans last Tuesday at Grass
Lake

Three pitchers combined for
a no-hitter in game one, with
Noah Orban going the first four
innings, striking out six and
walking five.

Manny Schafran pitched
four innings of one-hit ball in
game two, striking out seven
and walking two for the win.

Grass Lake 17, E.J. 0
Grass Lake 17, E.J. 1

The Grass Lake Warriors
swept the East Jackson Tro-
jans 17-0 and 17-1 last Friday
at East Jackson to improve to
5-0 on the season.

Camden Knight and Evan
Mathews combined for a no-
hitter in game one. Cam Prater
and Gavin Killinger had three
hits apiece, including two dou-
bles and three RBI each to
lead the Warriors 12-hit attack.

Noah Orban struck out
seven and walked two, giving
up one run without a hit in
three innings of work for the
win in game two. Ethan Brown
had three hits and two RBI to
lead the Warriors at the plate.

Jonesville 17, Napoleon 5
Napoleon 4, Jonesville 3
The Napoleon Pirates split
their Cascades Conference
opening doubleheader with the
Jonesville Comets last

Wednesday (April 8) at

Napoleon, dropping the first
game 17-5 and bouncing back
to take game two 4-3 in five in-
nings.

Isaac Caroffino drove in two
Napoleon runs with a double
for one of the Pirates five hits
in game one.

In game two, the Pirates’
Brady McLain and Logan Han-
kis had two hits apiece and ac-
counted for three  of
Napoleon’s four runs

AJ Buckley went four in-
nings for the win, giving up
three runs on three hits and
seven walks, striking out eight.
Tyler Nall got the save going
one inning, striking out two
without giving up a hit or walk.

Napoleon 5, M.C. 1
M.C. 9, Napoleon 6

The Napoleon Pirates split
their doubleheader with the
Michigan Center Cardinals on
the road last Thursday, taking
game one 5-1 while dropping
game two 9-6.

Tyler Nall went the distance
in game one, going seven in-
nings while striking out 10 and
giving up just one run on one
hit and one walk. He con-
tributed at the plate as well
with two of Napoleon’s five
hits, driving in one run.

The Pirates fell in game two
as the Cardinals broke a 4-4
tie with five runs in the top of
the seventh. Logan Hankis
had three hits and two RBI to
lead the Napoleon attack.

Napoleon is now 2-3 on the
season.

Onsted 9, Hillsdale 0
Hillsdale 10, Onsted 9
Onsted 12, Hillsdale 2

Onsted Wildcats took two of
three games in their LCAA
conference season series
opener with the Hillsdale Hor-
nets

The teams split a double-
header on Tuesday at Hills-
dale, while Onsted took game
three of the series Thursday at
Onsted.

Lucas Arnold and Sean
Symington combined for a
three-hit shutout to give the
Onsted Wildcats a 9-0 opening
season win over the Hillsdale
Hornets in game one.

The Wildcats rallied from
five runs down (9-4) in game

two to tie the game at 9-9, only
to give up a run in the bottom
of the seventh on a bases-
loaded hit batter with two outs.
Brennen Wonders had three
hits and four RBI to lead On-
sted at the plate.

On Thursday, the Wildcats
bounced back to defeat the
Hornets 12-2 at Onsted in the
rubber game of the series.

Mason Lee Jacobs-Lowe
led Onsted’s eight-hit attack at
the plate with three hits and
two RBI. Sean Symington
went three innings of shutout
ball for the win, giving up five
hits, walking two, and striking
out one.

Chris Brian Invitational
Onsted 5, Charlotte 3
Onsted 13, Clinton 3

The Onsted Wildcats cap-
tured the Chris Brian Invita-
tional Saturday at
Hanover-Horton with a 13-3
win over LCAA rival Clinton in
the championship game.

The Wildcats took control
scoring nine runs in the third
inning with a three-run double
from Lucas Arnold and a two-
run homer by Jack Tessier.
The pair led Onsted’s attack,
as Tessier had three hits and
four RBI while Arnold con-
tributed the one big hit and had
four RBI for the game.

Cade Symington pitched
five and 1/3 inning for the win,
allowing the Redwolves three
runs on one hit and one walk,
striking out eight.

Onsted scored two runs in
the top of the seventh to break
a 3-3 to give the Wildcats a 5-
3 over the Charlotte Orioles in
game one of the tournament to
advance to the championship
game.

Onsted is now 5-1 on the
season.

Quincy 12, Addison 9

The Addison Panthers fell to
the Quincy Orioles 12-9 in a
nine inning slugfest last Thurs-
day afternoon at Addison.

Levi Chestney and Jacob
Wright had three hits apiece
for six of the Panthers 12 hits
in the game, with Chestney hit-
ting two doubles while adding
two RBI. Andrew Huston and
Sawyer DeRossett collected
two hits and one RBI apiece.
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STK# 747660

$279.99

W/QUIK-LOK KIT

POLE SAW

$399.99

W/QUIK-LOK KIT

While supplies last! No rain checks.

HUBBARD AUTO REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Serving Our Community Since 1943

Brakes ¢ Suspension * Engine Diagnostics * Oil Changes
Heating & A/C « Tires & Alignment « Engine Repair

275 8.

Onsted,

Main St.
MI 49265

517-467-2161
www.hubbardsauto.com

Family owned & Operated

MODERN WASTE IS NO RS

Soccer results

Grass Lake takes two matches

Photo, story by Jeff Steers
Exponent special writer
Grass Lake High School

made a statement in defeating
Columbia Central and
Jonesville last week in girls’
soccer.

The  Warriors
CCHS on the
Jonesville at home.

Here are the soccer results
from last week’s action.

defeated
road and

Grass Lake 3, Columbia Cen-
tral 1: The Warriors won on the
road in Cascades Conference
action. Adelyn Kidd, Adeline
Stormont, and Chloe Lesnick
scored goals for Grass Lake.
Kennedy Salter scored the
only goal for CCHS.

Michigan Center 3, Napoleon
0: The Cardinals earned a
shutout at home Friday night in
Cascades Conference action.
McKynley Gaddy scored two
goals and Carly Horstman
added another for MCHS.
Abbie Hess earned the shutout
in the Cardinals’ first home
match of the season.

Columbia Central 7,
Napoleon 0: The Golden Ea-
gles won on the road in Cas-
cades Conference action.
Mara Henry scored four times,
Kennedy Salter added two
goals, and Peyton Huston
scored one goal for CCHS.
Kolie Brown earned the
shutout goal for Columbia Cen-
tral (2-1 overall, 1-0 Cascades
Conference). Napoleon is 0-2
in the season, 0-1 in the con-
ference.

Grass Lake 8, Jonesville 0:
Adelynn Kidd and Adeline Stor-
mont each scored two goals
and Leah Hansen, Taylor
Hoppe, Ellia Clouse, and Au-
drey Koppernoll each scored
one in the win. Vivian Vitale
had two assists for Grass
Lake.

Envelope
Printing

The Exponent
160 S. main St.
Brooklyn
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517.536.4900 TODAY!

2|
g
i
)
=

ESNUTUANONE-FLS

Andy Horning

n “In most cases.

Hard Ru;iy Water

Let us make it perfectly soft!
Our reputation is built on quality service since 1986

Old Fashion Service « New System Sales
IF WE CAN'T FIX IT THERE'S NO CHARGE!

Lowest Service Rates
Same or Next Day Service*

917-183-2316

www.andyswater.com

©

Chloe Lesnick of Grass Lake High School kicks the soccer ball toward the net during a home
match against Jonesville last week.

Onsted 4, Jackson Christian
1: The Wildcats earned a win
over Jackson Christian
Wednesday afternoon.
Aubreigh Smith scored three
goals, Raegan Muir added the
other score, Izabel Raglow tal-
lied two assists, and Mattie
Hallenbeck stopped 12 shots
in goal for Onsted.

On the links

Clinton 4, Napoleon 1: Kate
VanWagnen scored the only
goal for Napoleon in the first
period. Clinton scored three
times in the final 17 minutes of
the contest to break open a 1-
1 match.

Northwest 3, Onsted 0: Mat-
tie Hallenbeck finished with 16
saves in goal for the Wildcats.
Avery Redmond, Abby

Sargeant, and Willa Bartlett
scored goals for the Mounties.
Bartlett and Maddy McCall
combined to earn the shutout
in net for NWHS.

Napoleon, Columbia
Central earn golf wins

Cole Edmunds of Columbia Central High School watches his chip shot head toward the hole
during the Cascades Conference jamboree at Lakeland Hills Golf Course last Thursday.

Photo, story by Jeff Steers
Exponent special writer
Napoleon and Columbia

Central high schools opened

the Cascades Conference

season with wins at jam-
borees.

The conference is splitting
jamborees up into two six-
team events each week.

Napoleon won the confer-
ence jamboree at Manchester
and Columbia Central won the
event at Lakeland Hills.

Here are the golf results
from last week.

Cascades Conference at
Lakeland Hills: Columbia
Central won the event scoring
170, Hanover-Horton finished
second at 175, Jonesville shot
185, Michigan Center finished
with 202, Leslie shot 214, and
Homer only had three golfers
compete. Adam Senkewitz of

Columbia Central earned
medalist honors with a 39,
Jack Sturgill of Jonesville shot
41, Ayden Boyk of Hanover-
Horton shot 42, and Parker
Gough and Cole Edmunds for
CCHS tied for fourth with Cole
Trumper of Jonesville with 43s.

Ida Invitational: Napoleon
was sixth with 133 and Onsted
seventh scoring 116 in an alter-
nate shot format. Cole England
shot a 77 for Onsted and
Damian Falls carded a 79 for
Napoleon.

Devils Lake Quad: Northwest
won the nine-hole event with
157 and Onsted was second,
scoring 178. NWHS took the
top four spots as Jarrett Oster-
berg and Jake Brafford tied for
medalist honors with 37s,
Cody Rowe shot 39, and Javen
Palmer tallied a 41 for the

Mounties. Jayden Valasek shot
a 43 and Cole Wells a 44 for
Onsted. DaVinci High School
only had three players, as
Jesse Smith shot a 48.

Cascades Jamboree at Wolf
Creek: Napoleon won the six-
team jamboree at Manchester
Monday shooting 175, Grass
Lake was second (183), Addi-
son placed third (185), Vander-
cook Lake was fourth (232),
Manchester was fifth (238),
and East Jackson placed sixth
(277). Lucas Conaway earned
medalist honors for Napoleon
with a 40 on a cold and windy
day. Lucas Schwartz of Addi-
son tied for second with Zach
Rice of Grass Lake (42), Jack-
son Ziebell of Grass Lake and
Leevi Latocki of Napoleon tied
for fourth (43).
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BUILDERS / CONTRACTORS / CONSTRUCTION

Sharon Kanous Estate Sale
234 Park St. Tecumseh, M| 49286
Aprily 16 & 17,9 am-5 pm April 18,9 am-5 pm
John Deere Riding mower w/bagger, local artist — artwork & sup-
plies; Layboy lift chair, Famous Brand men’s clothing, Gorham crys-
tal stemware, signed pottery, Taxidermy mounts, bear recurve
bows, duck decoys, lots of kitchen items, canning jars, commercial
upright freezer, lots of tools, snowblower, push mower, Weber grills,
fishing items, boat motor, wicker furniture, books and lots more!

Sailing Supreme Liquidations

Note: Another large estate auction is advertised on page 10

Heart O’ The Lakes Church
7031 Jefferson Rd. Deals all Dayl
Brooklyn A

April 23, 9a-7p
April 24, 9a-5p
April 25, 9am-12p
$5/bag

Indoor - A/C. - Organized
HOTLstrong.com

cuunc $
RUMMA

Py o\

Tractor for Sale
1952 Ford 8N with loader

and backhoe
517 467-4405

Help Wanted Truck driver — must have CDL License - Laborer and equip-
ment operator would be a plus. Contact Bill at Bendele Construction
517-592-5467 or 517-592-6535

HELP WANTED - COLUMBIA TOWNSHIP

Columbia Charter Township 37
JOB OPPORTUNITY

(1) Maintenance Technician: Part-time (Seasonal)

Columbia Charter Township is accepting applications to assist in the main-
tenance and upkeep of township facilities. There is one position available:
1. Maintenance Technician (Seasonal) is being offered as a seasonal (May
— October) part time (30 hrs./week) position performing their duties under
the general supervision of the Maintenance Supervisor.

Hourly rate $23.08-$25.00/hr. depending on experience

The position shall be responsible for performing a variety of duties around
the Township related to upkeep of the maintenance facility, township hall,
township park, beach, boat launch, four cemeteries, equipment, vehicles,
and the sewer system (including utility locating),.

Work includes a broad scope of township facilities maintenance and re-
quires basic working knowledge of building/grounds and vehicle/equip-
ment operations and maintenance. Specific experience in the
above-mentioned duties is a plus.

A copy of the complete job description can be obtained at the township of-
fices or on the website www.twp.columbia.mi.us. Interested applicants can
submit either an electronic or hard copy of their cover letter and resume
to:

Mike Trout, Municipal Services Director,
Columbia Charter Township,
8500 Jefferson Rd, Brooklyn MI. 49230;
email: mtrout@twp.columbia.mi.us.

Any questions should be submitted via email.
Columbia Township is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

William J. Bendele Jr

3517 Ocean Beach Rd.

Clarklake, MI 49234 ?"
@&onstruction'

P:517.592.5467
Bendeleconst@comcast.net

Clark Lake, M|
517-592-5467

Playing in dirt for over 50 years!

Excavating, Seawalls, Septic Systems,
Beach Sand, Top Soil & Hauling o

A Luxury Home Building Company
(517)403-1062

BuzbyBuilders.com

Fo RL Baker

CONSTRUCTION

e LAKEFRONT spmmusﬁ
517-592-4167

ribakerconstruction@outlook.com
Visit our Web Site at www.rlbakerconstruction.com

chiels =~
=Jhovels,

SPECTRUM
~BUILDIN
CompanY

— CUSTOM HOMES —
RESIDENTIAL * REMODELING
& RENOVATIONS
spectrumbldg@frontiernet.net

(517) 206-7303

Septic & Drain Fields
Bulldozing * Back Hoe
Basements * Black Dirt
Gravel * Dump Truck
Fill = Hand Digging
RANDY SCHIEL
(517) 592-3470

996 Alameda Drive, Brooklyn
31tf

CARPENTRYWORK [l  HANDYMAN |

Semi-retired carpenter — doors, Retired carpenter offering
windows, kitchens, bathrooms, handyman work and home
plumbing repairs, light electricaland ~ improvement Call Mark 517-960-
fall cleanups, tree and brush re- 8184 25tf
moval. Call 517-937-3571 to sched-

| WORK WANTED | HULBURT'S

Work Wanted: Concrete flat work,

driveways, barns, patios, etc. Large I.AW“ SEn“IcEs
or small accepted. Call 517 499- .

1869 tn Sprinkler System

Winterization & Activation
Installation and Repairs
Mowing
Fall & Spring
lawn clean up

CARS WANTED

HW Towing — Licensed, buying
junk cars and trucks, free pickup
7 days a week, pay in cash. Call
517-605-6388 or 734-223-5581.
6

SEAWALLS

Rock, steel repairs,
retaining walls,
site work, grading,
driveways.

Call Crosslake Construction.

(517) 937-6979

Dock removal, Installation
Office: 517-513-1669

Roger Hulburt
517-879-8716
Darren Hulburt

Moto 1 cycle & ATV — Great prices,
great service! 9934 W. U.S. 223,
Rome  Center. 517-467-9311
www.moto1cycle.com

517-879-8137

Dock and lift install, call 517 416-
1734. 37x4

NEW HOMES/ADDITIONS
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
REMODELING

LAKE HOME SPECIALIST

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
DESIGN/BUILD

517-536-4300

J. MASON

CONTRACTING

* Home additions « Design/Space Planning
* Garages * Insulated Concrete Form
* Pole Barns Foundations

* Finished Basements

Call Jon at 517-592-3001

jon@jmasoncontracting.com « www.jmasoncontracting.com

180 Wamplers Lake Rd. Brooklyn 1t

OUTDOOR / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
C.P.M.

SNOW REMOVAL
Complete Property Maintenance

LANDSCAPING

SPRING/ FALL CLEANINGS
BRUSH CUTTING/HOGGING
TREE & BRUSH REMOVAL
STUMP REMOVAL

LAND CLEARING
FORESTRY MULCHING
SITE PREP

EXCAVATION

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

AND MORE!

Loren Ebersole
(517) 416-1043

Cabinetry-”-
Custom Cabinets ¢ (517) 592-2292

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

* Quick !
* Quality
e Affordable

ELECTRIC 1.

WLICENSED FINSURED

o Biesidantinl + Commarcial » Induatrial

517-529-0000
APLUSELECTRICPRO.COM

LIBERTY TOWNSHIP

Notice is hereby given that on Wednesday, April 22, 2026 at 7:00 pm,
the Liberty Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hear a request for a 5'
variance to the south at 117 Westshore Dr., Jerome, MI, parcel number:
074-18-33-456-045-00, for an addition of a family room.

The meeting will be held at the Liberty Township Hall, 101 W. Liberty Rd.,
Clarklake, MI.
Debbie Jacobson,

36x2 Liberty Township Clerk

STRUCTURAL PEST CONTROL

Over 65 years of service

Lawn Care - Tree Care - Nursery
Irrigation Systems - Landscaping

Structural Pest Control Managers

(517) 265-2481

(4373 N. Adrian Hwy. (M-52

ﬁ www.underwoodsnurse ry.com
%

Call today for an estimate

HEATING AND COOLING

> Serving Jackson, Lenawee & Hillsdale counties
30+ years Experience

> Residential and commercial

* Installation & 24 hour service

* Free Estimates

* MechanicalExtremes.com ¢ 517-812-2484

SERVICE & INSTALLATIO
fUUD RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

T We Service All Makes & Models
New Construction « Air Conditioning and Furnace Replacements
Humidifiers = Air Cleaners » UV-Air Purification » Water Heaters
=OnD d Water Heating CI i .
Kivin DalioVislle - Orersor

517-673-9233

www.allaboutheatingandcooling.com

—
visA

WATERLOO TOWNSHIP

Summary of Waterloo Township Special Board Meeting 37
April 9, 2026
A special meeting of the Waterloo Township Board of Trustees was called
to order at 10:00am. The following motions were made and passed: offer
the position of Zoning Enforcement Officer to Joe Cook at $25/hour plus
mileage and a cell phone stipend, and approval to adjourn at 10:16 a.m.

Complete minutes can be found on the Waterloo Township web-
site.
(https://waterlootwpmi.gov/meeting-minutes/).

Bill Richardson,
Clerk

* Residential

& Comercial

) 2 « Furnace
Plumbing, Heating - Geo T
* Air Conditioning

& A/C, Inc. - Ductwork

In business since 1987 . Wﬁ:?ﬁ;’;'{‘eg,

« Boilers

Small Company - Low prices

LENNOX D

HOME COMFOI TEMS
Innovation never felt so good.™

Service = Sales « Installation (517) 448-7371
(51 7) 529'9437 (517) 673-0235

www.brooklynplumbingandheating.com 33tf
Free Estimates

Brad Minton - Owner
Licensed & Insured

2
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COLUMBIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP

COLUMBIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

37

THURSDAY APRIL 30, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Columbia Charter Township Zoning
Board of Appeals will hold a public
hearing on April 30, 2026, at 7:00
p.m. at the Columbia Charter Town-
ship Hall at 8500 Jefferson Road,
Brooklyn, MI 49230, to consider the
following variance requests:

Variance 26-003
Owner/Applicant: William & Karen
Bixler

Location: 8442 N. Shore Dr. Clark-
lake, MI 49234 (Tax ID #: 000-19-
17-327-009-01)

Request: Variance application to
permit a new single-family two-
story dwelling on an approximately
4,360-square foot property. The ex-
isting dwelling is intended to be
razed. The first floor of the dwelling
will have 1,244-square foot of living
space, the second floor 941-square
foot of living space with a screen

erty line, requiring a 13-foot vari-
ance. The Columbia Charter Town-
ship Zoning Ordinance requires a
25-foot front yard setback, Article 3:
Table 3-4.

Variance 26-004
Owner/Applicant:
Lakes Church
Location: 7031 Jefferson Rd.
Brooklyn, MI 49230 (Tax ID #: 000-
19-23-301-001-03)

Request: Variance application for
a new 21,955-square foot parking
lot to add 42 parking spaces on-
site. The proposed parking lot will
be setback 40-foot from the center-
line of Jefferson Road, requiring a
50-foot variance. The Columbia
Charter Township Zoning Ordi-
nance requires a 90-foot setback
from the centerline of Jefferson
Road, Article 3: Table 3-4, footnote
4, Special Road Setbacks.

Heart O’ The

able for public review at the Colum-
bia Charter Township office during
the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Mondays through Thursdays. Com-
ments will be heard from the public
at the hearing, or you can submit
comments in writing to the: Colum-
bia Township Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, 8500 Jefferson Road,
Brooklyn, MI 49230. All written
comments will be entered into the
public record and should be re-
ceived by 12:00 p.m. (noon) on the
scheduled hearing date.

Columbia Charter Township will
provide necessary reasonable aux-
iliary aids and services at the public
hearing to individuals with special
needs upon five (5) days’ notice to
the Township Clerk (517)-592-
2000.

Cathy Hulburt,
Columbia Charter Township

PUBLIC AUCTION

room and deck on the rear of the Clerk
home. The dwelling will be setback  Information associated with the
12-foot from the north front prop-  scheduled Public Hearing is avail-
VILLAGE OF GRASS LAKE
37|

RESOLUTION #2026-04-07-01

TO AUTHORIZE MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (MSHDA)
COMMUNTY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)
HOMEOWNER REHABILITATION APPLICATION

WHEREAS, the Michigan State
Housing Development Authority
(MSHDA) has invited Units of Gen-
eral Local Government to apply for
its Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Program Competi-
tive Funding Round; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Grass
Lake is such a Unit of General
Local Government and desires to
request $472,000,000 in CDBG
funds; $400,000 for Homeowner
Rehabilitation, and $72,000 for ad-
ministration costs. Eligible low to
moderate income homeowners will
be provided funds to make neces-
sary repairs to their home to reha-
bilitate interior and exterior for
code-related requirements, perma-
nently affixed energy-related re-
pairs, and improvements
necessary for persons with acces-
sibility needs. No persons will be
displaced as a result of the pro-
posed project; and

lage of Grass Lake; and

WHEREAS, the proposed project
is consistent with the Village of
Grass Lake Housing Action Plan;
and

WHEREAS, all proposed project
activities will serve low to moderate
income households; and

WHEREAS, local funds and any
other funds to be invested in the
Project have not been obligated/in-
curred and will not be obligated/in-
curred prior to a formal grant
award, completion of the environ-
mental review procedures, and a
formal written authorization to obli-
gate/incur costs from the Michigan
State Housing Development Au-
thority (MSHDA).

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED that the Village of Grass
Lake hereby designates the Village

plication, the person authorized to
sign the Grant Agreement and pay-
ment requests, and the person au-
thorized to execute any additional
documents required to carry out
and complete the grant.

Motion by Council Member Jane
Fitzgerald and supported by Coun-
cil Member Cindy Popovitch to ap-
prove foregoing resolution.

| hereby certify that the above res-
olution was adopted on April 7,
2026 in a regular session of the Vil-
lage of Grass Lake Council, and
this is a true copy of that resolution.

Ayes 5
Absent 1
David Keener
Village President

Jennifer Keener

2 Y
51 4 TWILIGHT ESTATE AUCTION @\%

7

We will offer the following at auction located approximately 3.5 miles west of Tecumseh Michigan

on M-50 at 2487 west Monroe Road or M-50, Tipton Michigan 49287 or 1.5 miles west from the
M-50/M-52 intersection. At 2487 west M-50, Tipton, Michigan

THURSDAY EVENING, APRIL 23RD, 2026
STARTING AT 4:30 P.M.

Massey Ferguson diesel tractor w/loader; Kubota diesel zero-turn lawn tractor; 3 pt. Bushon
rotary motor; 3 pt. rotator-yoke rake; Sub soiler snow blade; 3 pt Box scraper — 3 pt. boom;
2 wheel trailer — chainsaw — generator — wire welder — cordless dewalt tools — air nailer —

Plus an outstanding set of wood working and hand tools.

Massey Ferguson Model GC1723E diesel tractor w/ model FL 1883 front loader — 4 wheel drive; 3
pt. just like new w/less than 100 hours — Super Sharp!! Kubota Model BX2660 Diesel lawn tractor
0 turn — extra power w/less approx. 645 hours Nice!! Snowblower BX2750 like new; Snow Blade
BX2763A front dozer blade (hydraulic 5 ft. wide angle); 3 point carrier; Countyline Bush Hog Mower
— looks like new; 3 point sub soiler like new; 3 point boom; Countyline plow chisel; Countyline Box
scraper; King Kutter 3 point Rotator ASub compact x8; 6 foot yoke rake; small utility trailer w/ramp;
torch set; homemade trailer; Lincoln weld pad model 100 wire welder; 6 gallon air compressor; 2
wheel lawn cart; 15 gallon lawn sprayer; lawn seeders; welding supplies; sand blaster; rope; screw
jacks; all power 12 watt generator; log chains; Craftsman chain saw; chain binders; floor jacks;
welding clamps; rope; vices; asir tools; Warner ladders; Milwaukee and Dewalt tools; Dewalt cord-
less saw; 3 point draw bar; several gas cans; Krause Multimatic ladders; Chicago 12 inch miter
saw; small water heaters; Southland 6 ton wood splitter; 10x10 dog kennel; Delta table saw; drill
press; 12 inch band saw sander comb.; Bo stitch air nailer; drill doctor; routers; Dewalt impact
wrench; Bosch cordless tools; Coke and Pepsi boxes; Freud professional woodworking router bit
set; levels; wood bits; impact wrenches; electrical tools; table saw blades; nail guns; wood planes;
Dewalt 2 inch drill; micro meters; pipe vice; Jergenson miter saw; misc. screws; mmisc. Lumber;
1950’s calendar girl pictures and Hawaiian calendar pictures; tool bags; extension cords; Coleman
stove safety jacks; Englander wood stove; Black smith vice; garden tools; Pittsburg one ton Gantry
Crane plus lots off good misc. hand tools.

AUCTIONERS NOTE: VERY, VERY NICE CLEAN AUCTION - Very low hour tractor, lots of

goooid small;l; 3pt tools and name brand hand tools. SOMETHING for everyone — Majority of
auction will be held inside of building.

ESTATE OF BRIAN CHENOWETH

Terms: Cash or negotiable check w/proper I.D. Nothing to be removed until settled for. Not re-
sponsible for accidents or items after they are sold. Pictures and fall Ad in Auctionzip.com

AUCTIONEERS — APPRAISORS — REAL ESTATE BROKERS B

oW RALPH — MARK —KYLE TILLOTSON 8
514 (517) 263- 1804 or (517) 403-5493 o
RS e

Manager as the Environmental Re- Clerk
WHEREAS, the CDBG does not view Certifying Officer, the person
require a local match from the Vil-  authorized to certify the CDBG Ap-
Universal Crossword
Edited by David Steinberg April 12, 2026
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CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP

37 CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ORDINANCE ADOPTION
#2026-001

At a regular meeting of the Cambridge Township Board held on Wednes-
day, April 8, 2026 at the township hall located at 9990 M-50, Onsted,
Michigan, the board adopted Ordinance #2026-001, which amends Sec-
tion 36-132 of the Cambridge Township Zoning Ordinance as follows:

THE TOWNSHIP OF CAMBRIDGE ORDAINS:

Section 1. Amendment to Section 36-132

Section 36-132, Lake District Overlay Zone (RL-0), of Chapter 36, Zon-
ing, of the Cambridge Township Code of Ordinances is amended add a
new section 36-132(e)(7) to provide as follows:

(7) The maximum lot coverage shall be no more than 40%
lot coverage.
Existing Sections 36-132(e)(7), (8) and (9) shall be renumbered as Sec-
tions 36-132(e)(8), (9) and (10) respectively.

Section 2. Saving Provision
All provisions of Cambridge Township Code of Ordinances not amended
by this ordinance shall continue in full force and effect.

Section 3. Effective Date.
This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force and effect 30 days
from and after the date of publication.

CERTIFICATE OF CLERK
I, Rick W. Richardson, the duly elected and acting Clerk of Cambridge
Township, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted
at a regular meeting of the Cambridge Township Board on April 8, 2026,
and that the meeting was held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act

of the State of Michigan.

Rick W. Richardson,
Cambridge Township Clerk
April 9, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 37
DECEDENT’S ESTATE

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF JACKSON

312 S. JACKSON ST., JACKSON MI 49201

(517) 788-4290

FILE NO. 26-245-DE  Hon. Jennifer M. Kelly

Estate of WILLIAM FLOWER-COOPER, deceased, date of birth
02/17/1936

Notice to creditors: The decedent, WILLIAM FLOWER-COOPER, died
11/16/2024. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against
the estate, will be forever barred unless presented to Ryan L. Phillips per-
sonal representative, or to both the probate court at 312 S. Jackson Street,
1st Floor, Jackson Michigan 49201, (517) 788-4290, and the personal rep-
resentative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice.

Ryan L. Phillips

180 W Michigan Ave., Suite 906
Jackson, MI 49201

(517) 796-3907

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 37
DECEDENT’S ESTATE

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF JACKSON

312 S. JACKSON ST., JACKSON Ml 49201

(517) 788-4290

FILE NO. 26-260-DE Hon. Jennifer M. Kelly

Estate of RICK L. TEDROW, deceased, date of birth 09/19/1961

Notice to creditors: The decedent, RICK L. TEDROW, died 12/12/2024.
Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate, will
be forever barred unless presented to Ryan L. Phillips personal repre-
sentative, or to both the probate court at 312 S. Jackson Street, 1st Floor,
Jackson Michigan 49201, (517) 788-4290, and the personal representative
within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice.

Ryan L. Phillips

180 W Michigan Ave., Suite 906
Jackson, MI 49201

(517) 796-3907

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIIP

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 37
NOTICE OF SALE

Cambridge Township is offering for sale a 2020 John Deere Z950R zero-
turn mower with a 60” deck with approximately 1,100 hours of use. The
township is requiring sealed bids for this sale with a minimum bid of
$6,000. Bids shall be mailed to: Cambridge Township, Box 417, On-
sted, Michigan 49265 to the attention of the Township Clerk; or may be
delivered to the township hall at 9990 W. M-50, Onsted, Michigan. En-
velopes are to be marked “bid for mower” and must be returned to the
township by Wednesday, May 13, 2026 by 4:00 P.M.

The mower may be viewed at the Maple Shade Cemetery on Slee Road
in Onsted (across from the school). You may contact the cemetery sex-
ton with questions at 517-605-0359.

Bids will be opened at the township board meeting on May 13, 2026
at 7:00 P.M.

Rick W. Richardson
Cambridge Township Clerk

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 37
DECEDENT'’S ESTATE

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF JACKSON

312 S. JACKSON ST., JACKSON MI 49201

(517) 788-4290

FILE NO. 26-257-DE  Hon. Jennifer M. Kelly

Estate of LU ANN KNIGHT, deceased, date of birth 06/23/1953

Notice to creditors: The decedent, LU ANN KNIGHT, died 07/05/2024.
Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate, will
be forever barred unless presented to Ryan L. Phillips personal repre-
sentative, or to both the probate court at 312 S. Jackson Street, 1st Floor,
Jackson Michigan 49201, (517) 788-4290, and the personal representative
within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice.

Ryan L. Phillips

180 W Michigan Ave., Suite 906
Jackson, MI 49201

(517) 796-3907

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 37
DECEDENT’S ESTATE

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF JACKSON

312 S. JACKSON ST., JACKSON MI 49201

(517) 788-4290

FILE NO. 26-213-DE  Hon. Jennifer M. Kelly

Estate of JEAN MARIE TRECIAK, deceased, date of birth 12/30/1952
Notice to creditors: The decedent, JEAN MARIE TRECIAK, died
2/02/2025. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the
estate, will be forever barred unless presented to Ryan L. Phillips per-
sonal representative, or to both the probate court at 312 S. Jackson Street,
1st Floor, Jackson Michigan 49201, (517) 788-4290, and the personal rep-
resentative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice.

Ryan L. Phillips

180 W Michigan Ave., Suite 906
Jackson, Ml 49201

(517) 796-3907

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

HANOVER TOWNSHIP

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIIP

SYNOPSIS 37
CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
APRIL 8, 2026

The meeting was called to order by the supervisor at 7:00 P.M. with the
pledge to the flag. Roll call was as follows: present-Kissel, Richardson,
Garrison; excused-Higgins and Hubbard. The following items were ap-
proved: the agenda, the minutes of the March 11, 2026 meeting, the
treasurer’s report, P.O. for the fire department for $1,403.53 for a radio
antenna at station #2, P.O. for the cemetery for $16,340.22 for a John
Deere zero-turn mower, and the payment of bills in the amount of
$680,916.90. Accepted and placed on file the monthly police, fire, zon-
ing, planning commission and ZBA reports. Approved the proposal for
the repair of the seawall and drainage issues on Elm Court. Approved
the 2026-27 meeting schedule. Tabled action on approving the list of
banks until the May meeting. Approved the Exponent and Telegram as
newspapers of record for the township. Approved July 4th fireworks per-
mits for Loch Erin and Sand Lake. Approved the advertising for sale the
2020 John Deere zero-turn mower. Approved Ordinance #26-001 to
amend Section 36-132 of the zoning ordinance. Public comment was
received. Meeting adjourned at 7:26 P.M.

Rick W. Richardson
Cambridge Township Clerk

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 37
DECEDENT’S ESTATE

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF JACKSON

312'S. JACKSON ST., JACKSON MI 49201

(517) 788-4290

FILE NO. 26-244-DE  Hon. Jennifer M. Kelly

Estate of DEANNA DARLIEN MCCREADY, deceased, date of birth
10/16/1937

Notice to creditors: The decedent, DEANNA DARLIEN MCCREADY,

died 2/17/2025. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims

against the estate, will be forever barred unless presented to Ryan L.

Phillips personal representative, or to both the probate court at 312 S.

Jackson Street, 1st Floor, Jackson Michigan 49201, (517) 788-4290, and

the personal representative within 4 months after the date of publication
of this notice.

Ryan L. Phillips

180 W Michigan Ave., Suite 906

Jackson, MI 49201

(517) 796-3907

PUBLIC NOTICE 37
Hanover Township Election Commission
Address: 311 Farview St. Horton, Ml 49246
Phone: 517-563-2791
Meeting Date: Thursday, April 29, 2026
Meeting Time: 10:00 AM
Meeting Location: Hanover Township Main Building

Purpose(s) of Meeting: Perform the Public Accuracy Test for the May 5,
2026 Special Election and any other business that comes before the Com-
mission. The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to demonstrate that the
program and computer that will be used to tabulate the results of the elec-
tion have been prepared in accordance with the law.

This notice is posted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public
Act 267 of 1976, as amended, (MCL 41.72a(2)(3)).

Posted on: Monday, April 6, 2026

Township Clerk
Rachel Heath

A copy of this notice is on file in the Clerk’s Office, located at:
311 Farview St., Horton, Ml 49246

LIBERTY TOWNSHIP

WOODSTOCK TOWNSHIP

Notice Hereby Given that a public accuracy test for the Special Election
to be held on Tuesday May 5th 2026 will be conducted on Thursday April
16, 2026 at 10:00 am at the Liberty TownshipHall, 101 West Liberty Road,
Clarklake, M| 49234.

This accuracy test will be held to test theprograms to be used in process-
ing ballots for the Special Election, which will be held May 5,2026.

All interested persons are invited to attend.

Debbie Jacobson,
37 Liberty Township Clerk

VILLAGE OF GRASS LAKE

Summary of Poultry Ordinance No. 2026-03
in the Village of Addison, Michigan.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on March 2, 2026, Ordinance No.
2026-03 was adopted By Addison Vi "age Council.

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE

This is an ordinance to regulate the keeping of poultry in the Village of
Addison.

Afull copy of this ordinance can be seen at the Addison Village clerks of-
fice. 36x3

Summary of Parking Ordinance No. 2026-04
in the Village of Addison, Michigan.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on March 2, 2026, the Ordinance No.
2026-04 was adopted by Addison Village Council.

SUMMERY OF ORDINANCE
This is an ordinance to prohibit the parking of recreational vehicles on an
overnight basis on the streets and on or with the village owned lots, prop-
erties, and parks within the Vi "age of Addison,and to prohibit individuals
from parking vehicles in a manner that occupies more than one desig-
nated parking area or space, and to designate village personnel or de-
signed agents to issue parking citations.

A full copy of this ordinance can be seen at the Addison Village Clerks
office. 36x3

Village of Grass Lake 37
119 N. Lake St., Grass Lake, Ml 49240
(517) 522-4550
SYNOPSIS OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
The Grass Lake Village Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday,
March 17, 2026 at 7:00 PM at the Village Hall.

Present: President David Keener, President Pro Tempore Jane Fitzgerald,
Council Member Gina Lammers, Council Member Jennifer Stanton, Coun-
cil Member Wes Shemwell, and Council Member Cindy Popovitch. Absent:
Council Member Matt Swank Staff Present: Treasurer Julie Muszynski,
DDA Executive Director Mitzi Koors and Clerk Jennifer Keener. Public: Joe
DeBoe, Joel Grimm, Dick Jarzynka, and Tom Denig.

Items Approved:

1.Agenda for March 17, 2026

2.March 3, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes

3.Motion to approve disbursements for March 17, 2026 totaling
$70,256.34.

4 Motion to accept the resignation of Council Member Matt Swank.
5.Motion to resolve that the Village of Grass Lake Council recommends
the application from Asher Creek LLC for a Development District Licenses
to located at 121 East Michigan Ave., be considered for approval by the
Michigan Liquor Control Commission.

Meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.

Prepared by Clerk Jennifer Keener. Approved by Village President David
Keener

Complete Copies of the meeting minutes are available at www.villageof-

grasslake.com or upon request from the Village Clerk. Office Hours are 9
a.m. —4 p.m., Monday — Thursday, closed between 12 p.m. and 1 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by

Jennifer Keener

Village of Grass Lake, Clerk

Zoning Board of Appeals, Public Hearing 37
Date Posted 4/7/26

Woodstock Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a 7pm Hearing on
Tuesday, May 12th, 2026 at 6486 Devils Lake Hwy.

7 pm Hearing to review Application for Appeal at 14073 Walz Blvd.
WDO0-635-0150-00. Pole Barn new construction. Needs front setback from
the private road (Walz Blvd).

Michael Holmes- ZBA Chair

Copies of documents are available for review at 6486 Devils Lake Hwy.
Any written comments relating to these meetings can be forwarded to:
Woodstock Township
Attn. Zoning Board of Appeals
6486 Devils Lake Hwy
Addison, MI 49220
Oor iled to woodst nshi

ing@gmail.com

Matthew SeGraves,
Zoning-Ordinance Administrator

NORVELL TOWNSHIP

THE TOWNSHIP OF NORVELL 37
300 Mill Road
Norvell, Michigan 49230
(517) 536-4370
FAX (517) 536-0110
NOTICE OF HEARING
NORVELL TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

The Norvell Township Zoning Board of Appeals will meet on May 6th 2026
at 6:00 PM, At The Township Offices, 300 Mill 8t., Norvell, MI. to hear the
request of Jim & Renee Anderson F or a west side property line variance
7' to line for construction of proposed addition and Garage to the home at
1110 Lakeview Dr. Parcel # 115-20-02-102-030-01.

Interested parties can Also provide written comments by forwarding to at-
tention Zoning Appeals Board prior to Scheduled meeting date.

Martin Taylor
Norvell Zoning Administrator

NAPOLEON TOWNSHIP

VILLAGE OF ADDISON

Summary of Cost Recovery Ordinance No. 2026-05

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on March 2, 2026 Ordinance 2026-05
was Adopted by the Addison Village Council

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE

An ordinance to provide procedures for recovery costs incurred by the
Village of Addison for the responses to deliberately caused fires, negli-
gently Caused fires, false alarms, responses to vehicle accidents and
other public Safety incidents.

A full copy of this ordinance can be seen at the Addison Village Clerks
office. 36x3

Notice 37

The Napoleon Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing
Wednesday, May 13th, 2026 at 6 p.m. at the Township Hall 6755 Brooklyn
Rd, Napoleon, Mi 49261.

At this time all interested parties will be heard on the request of Matt Sier-
minski, 3540 Mack Island Rd, Grass Lake, Mi 49240 to allow a 15’ reduc-
tion in front setback for a New Home. The current setback requirement is
35’ from the Road Right away ,Mr. Sierminski is requesting 20’ from the
Road Right away.

Napoleon Township Office is open Monday thru Thursday from 7:00 a.m.

to 5:00 p.m. during which time the Zoning Ordinance / Zoning Map may
be examined. Written comments regarding the above matter may be di-
rected to the Township or by calling (517) 536-8694 Extension 209.
Napoleon

Township will provide any necessary or reasonable auxiliary aids at the

meeting for persons with disabilities, upon ten (10) days’ written notice to
the Township.

Jane Gallant,

Assistant Zoning Administrator
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Opinion * By Matt Schepeler

Did the
Prosecutor

make the right
call in gun case?

AUTHORIZED DEALER

As one might suspect, the
story we ran a few weeks ago
about the man who dropped
his gun on the Columbia

School parking lot when
dropping off his children had
layers to it.

To recap, someone saw a
parent accidentally drop his
pistol from his vehicle and re-
ported it to school officials.
When the school addressed
it, the incident blew up on so-
cial media. Even though my
initial impression was that it
was likely a harmless acci-
dent reported by an overzeal-
ous Blue Hair, it was still
news that should be followed
up to clear up online miscon-
ceptions that were flying
around.

When | called Columbia
Charter Township Chief Jay
Niles it was clear he really
didn’t want to see the story
expounded. | gathered he

GOVERAGE

JUST GET IN AND GO!

Da you have a boat cover that's an annoying struggle?
With a free-standing canopy you can easily get in and go!

Contact us today! (517) 592-1002
lakefrontsolutions@gmail.com
Clarklake, Mi

April 24th, 8-5pm
OPENING DAY'

liked the guy, but Niles kept it
professional, gave me the
facts, said he was filing the
report, and that it was up to
the prosecuting attorney as to
what happened next.

Last Thursday, Jackson
County Prosecutor Kelsey
Guernsey issued a statement
that she was not going to
press any charges.

Not that it matters what |
think, but | personally don’t
believe it would have hurt to
make the guy re-take a CPL
class.

When speaking with Chief
Niles, | got the impression
that the parent who dropped
the gun was probably a good
guy who made a careless
mistake, but when | pushed
the chief, he agreed that
dropping the gun was sloppy
gun handling, at minimum.

In my mind, the Columbia
parent broke a cardinal rule
by being careless with a gun
on school property. That
shouldn’t be happening in an
elementary school parking lot
in this day and age. Yes, | un-
derstand it is easy for those
who regularly carry to be-
come a little complacent re-
garding gun security, but that
is no excuse. Prosecutor

Guernsey herself has been
on a campaign encouraging
residents to keep their guns
properly secured at all times.

It would not have hurt to
make the man re-take a CPL
class. Applicants for a CPL
must complete a pistol safety
training course certified by
the state or a national/state
firearms organization that in-
cludes at least eight hours of
instruction, including three
hours of firing range. The
training is invaluable. It
teaches fundamentals about
gun safety, gun security, gun
responsibility and gun laws. It
helps dispel any romantic no-
tion some people might have
about pulling a pistol on an-
other human being, and lets
them know that there will al-
ways be consequences, law-
suits and possibly even legal
prosecution for doing so,
even if they believe they are
clearly in the right at the time.

Incidentally, | did an infor-
mal poll among some local
police officers as to what they
think about an armed civilian
helping at the scene of a
crime, and was surprised at
some of their answers. ['ll
perhaps address them in an
upcoming column.

Correction

Finally, I want this to serve
as a correction to the original
story regarding the question
“Can a CPL holder legally
bring a gun onto a weapon
free school zone in his vehi-
cle?”

When writing the story, |
didn’t think so, and when re-
searching the story, | found
information that seemed to
confirm it. BUT the correct
answer to the question turned
out to be both yes and no.

Yes, a CPL holder can
bring a gun onto school prop-
erty in their vehicle if he or
she is dropping off a child
they are legally responsible
for, as was the case in the
Columbia incident.

No, a CPL holder cannot
bring a gun onto school prop-
erty — in their vehicle or oth-
erwise — under any other
circumstances. As a CPL
holder, | could not, say,
legally bring a gun onto
school property if | was drop-
ping off a neighbor’s child or
perhaps going to watch my
grandson play baseball, even
if it was secured in a lock box.

Track, field invitationals
kick off spring season

At Wilcox Lawn & Landscaping

3027 Blue Ridge Rd, Clarklake
517-529-4550

Annuals & Perennials
Trees & Shrubs
Gardening Tools & Décor
Planter Subscriptions
Potting Soils & Composts
Dairy-Doo Products

Put some
spring in

your

savings.

e
Bryce Bailey of Napoleon High School con-
centrates on his jump as he heads toward
the pole vault pit during the Napoleon Invi-
tational last week.

Photo, story by Jeff Steers
Exponent special writer

Local high school track and field teams com-
peted in a pair of invitationals to kick off the sea-
son last week.

Both Napoleon and Grass Lake high schools
hosted events with the Warriors edging
Jonesville to win their invitational.

Here are the results from the track and field
events.

Boys Track and Field
Grass Lake Invitational: Grass Lake won the
event edging Jonesville 138.5 — 138. Michigan

It’s YOUR Business

By Cindy Hubbell, President/CEO
Irish Hills Regional
Chamber of Commerce

517-592-8907 ¢ www.irishhills.com

Join the Irish Hills Regional rant.

This concert is a

Center was fourth (68.5) and Homer placed sev-
enth (33). Connor Boteler of Grass Lake won
the 400-meter dash (54.06), Grass Lake won
the 400-meter relay (46.19) and the 3,200-meter
relay (8:52), Mason Bradley of MCHS took first
in the shot put (45-11), and Damien Gallant of
Michigan Center tied Simon Steggall-Lewis of
Grass Lake in the pole vault (11-6).

Napoleon Invitational: Madison won the event
with 94 points, Lumen Christi was second scor-
ing 87, Columbia Central placed fourth with 84,
Onsted finished sixth scoring 58 points,
Napoleon took ninth place with 22.33 points,
Northwest was 10th with 20 points, and East
Jackson and Addison tied for 12th scoring 17
points. Johnny Walters of Lumen Christi won the
200-meter dash (22.8) and 400-meter dash
(50.53). Clint Couchman of CCHS took first in
the 3,200-meter run (9:54); Carson Garrison of
Onsted won the shot put (48-6.75) and the dis-
cus (140-6.5); and Gibson Shore of Lumen
Christi won the 800-meter run (2:03).

Napoleon Invitational: Ida won the event with
110.5 points, Lumen Christi was third with 97,
Napoleon scored 67.5 points for fifth place, On-
sted took seventh place with 38.25, Columbia
Central was right behind them with 35 points,
Addison score 27.25 points, and Northwest
placed 12th scoring 19.75 points. Kloe Franklin
of Lumen Christi won the 100-meter dash
(13.02) and the 200-meter dash (28.26); Hadley
Ross of Onsted on the 400-meter run (1:03);
Avery Haynes of Columbia Central took first in
the 800-meter run (2:26); Lumen Christi won the
800-meter relay (1:54); and Lili Briggs of Onsted
won the high jump (5-0).

per golfer.

This is the season to refresh more than just your house. Lock in a
great CD rate, switch to Clearly Free Checking, or take advantage of
a local bank that still believes in personal service — including courier

service for business accounts. Open a new account and enjoy a
free gift*, too. At Bank Michigan, we keep decisions local so your
money keeps working in the community you love.

QG

MICHIGAN

Better. Thinking. Banking™”

417 S. Main St. - Brooklyn, Ml - Tel: 517.592.3205 FBIC

“Free gift may be reported on a1099-INT or 1099-MISC. Free gift provided at the time of account opening. We reserve the right to substitute a gift of similar value.

Chamber of Commerce for a
ribbon cutting at 10 a.m. on Fri-
day, April 24, during The
Berger Group’s Grand Open-
ing which is taking place at
12745 E. Chicago Road, Som-
erset Center from 9 to 11 a.m.
Enjoy music, coffee & brunch,
giveaways, tours and meet the
team.

St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church is holding its next Dia-
per Closet on Saturday, April
18, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. They
are located at 11151 U.S. 12.
Parking is located at the back
of the church, enter through
the downstairs entrance. They
are providing a week’s supply
of diapers, wipes, and diaper
cream (per child). This service
is open to the public. There is
no residency requirement or in-
come verification — just a
need.

The lIrish Hills Roots and
Strings Music Series final
presentation will be on Thurs-
day, April 23, from 6 to 9 p.m.
at Jerry’s Pub & Restau-

fundraiser for the Brooklyn
Food Pantry. For reservations,
call Jerry’s Pub at 517-467-
4700.

The Lenawee Community
Foundation’s annual celebra-
tion is on Thursday, April 23,
from 7:45 to 9:15 a.m. at the
Adrian Armory Events Center.
For more information, go to
lenaweecommunityfounda-
tion.com.

Join McCourtie Park for a
fun-filled Earth Day Celebra-
tion on Saturday, April 25, from
1to 4 p.m. Enjoy a guided na-
ture walk, explore an Art Show
in the Rathskeller, plant flowers
to take home, giveaways and
earth-friendly crafts. This is a
free public event for the whole
family.

The Brooklyn Presbyterian
Church is holding a Mini Golf
Fundraiser on Sunday, April
26, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. Join them for 18 holes of
indoor mini golf, concessions,
silent auction, and family fun.
All are welcome. The cost is $5

The Clinton Inn is holding a
Mix & Mingle, a business social
event, on Friday, May 1, from
5:30 to 8 p.m. The evening will
feature a grand charcuterie
table, business mingling
games, a silent auction sup-
porting a local charity, and a
cash bar. You will also find a
table for business cards and
company swag so attendees
can learn more about what
each business offers. For more
information, go to theclin-
toninn.com.

Join the Irish Hills Regional
Chamber of Commerce for a
Ribbon Cutting to celebrate
Grazing Thyme’s new loca-
tion on Friday, May 8 at 11:30
a.m. Their Grand Opening Cel-
ebration will take place on Sat-
urday, May 9, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Their new location is 168
S. Main Street in Brooklyn.

For more Irish Hills Happen-
ings, please visit the commu-
nity calendar at IrishHills.com.



