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Story and photos by
Christine MacIntyre

From the road, Andy and
Margaret Stewart’s home in
Napoleon looks much like
any other country property.
But beyond the backyard
gate, the ordinary quietly dis-
appears. Twinkling lights
glow beneath weathered
barn wood, flowers spill from
forgotten antiques, and wind-
ing stone paths lead visitors
through a cottage garden
where nearly every piece has
lived another life before find-
ing its place here.

It’s a hidden oasis that has
become the Stewart’s labor
of love—a place where dis-
carded objects are given a
second chance and creativity
flourishes among the flowers.

The couple’s backyard re-

treat has taken shape over
the past 17 years, ever since
moving into what was then
simply a house with an at-
tached garage on just under
two acres.

In the beginning, the prop-
erty served a practical pur-
pose. Her daughters, who
were active in 4-H, raised
chickens and goats. When
the family found an old barn
that was being torn down,
they carefully dismantled it,
hauled the materials home
and rebuilt it for the animals.

That spirit of rescuing and
repurposing eventually grew
into something much bigger.

Today, nearly every corner
of the garden tells a story.

“We take old stuff and give
it a graveyard,” Margaret
said.

To most people, the items
she collects might look like
junk. To Stewart, they’re full
of possibility.

Old metal cheese graters
and tea kettles become
flower planters. Wooden pal-
lets are transformed into gar-
den structures. Salvaged
doors and antique windows
frame pathways and flower
beds. Rough-sawn barn
wood gives new life to struc-
tures throughout the property.

Among her treasures, visi-
tors will find a lot of rust and
chipped paint, but Stewart
says that’s what gives it char-
acter. 

“I found an old rusty wire
pot holder for a plant at a
yard sale and you’d have
thought I got a million dol-
lars,” she said. “It’s beautiful

‘This is me. 
This is what I love. 

I’m very proud of my garden’
Margaret Stewart

Margaret Stewart loves gardening,
and has created a unique space that
neighbors and passer-byes envy.

Margaret Stewart will use an old
lampstand, poster and even bottles
to create a uniqe space.

This picket fence is lit up at night with a lantern to create a scene that
could be taken out of a fairy tale. Below, dishes, clocks, cupboards and
even an old bird’s nest invite visitors to expore.

Above: This porch glows with a welcoming light, Below: A dusty dial telephone (left)
and chandalier, right, have been repurposed in a fun and useful way.

Napoleon couple transforms roadside
finds, family heirlooms, and discarded

antiques into a backyard oasis

A Second Chance for Forgotton Things

See next page
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to me.”
Stewart traces her inspiration back

to visits with her longtime best friend,
whose own cottage garden is filled
with antiques and forgotten treas-
ures.

“It was all antiques, junk no one
else wants,” Stewart said. “I always
wanted a cottage garden.”

After moving to Napoleon, she
asked her husband if she could
carve out a small section of their
yard for one.

What started as a simple space
gradually expanded into the peaceful
retreat it is today.

The area behind the house had al-
ways been too wet to make mowing
enjoyable, but it turned out to be an
ideal place for flowers, shrubs and
trees to thrive.

Stewart has built much of the
space on a modest budget. Shrubs
came from end-of-season clearance
sales. Orchard grass, apple trees, a
peach tree and strawberry plants
were all purchased at discounted
prices. Friends have gifted unwanted
antiques, roadside discoveries have
found new purpose and items des-
tined for the trash have become
focal points throughout the garden.
A local tree company provides
mulch, while Andy’s job at a stone
quarry has helped supply stone for
the winding pathways.

Among the many conversation
pieces are a nearly 200-year-old
double-seat outhouse complete with
an antique chandelier, a vintage
Hoosier cabinet with its original flour
sifter, a corn shucker, an old wagon,
a railway bench, an antique baby
bed frame and Andy’s vintage trac-
tor.

One of the property’s most charm-
ing features is a rustic she-shed built
from reclaimed materials.

After friends were cleaning out a
family barn following the death of
their parents, the Stewarts salvaged
old lumber and other pieces that oth-
erwise might have been discarded.

“My husband made the cutest she-
shed out of a bunch of old wood and
things,” Margaret said.

While Margaret dreams up the
ideas, Andy brings them to life.

“My husband does all the build-
ing,” she said. “I come up with the
ideas.”

This summer has been especially
rewarding because, after retiring as
a bus driver for Napoleon Commu-
nity Schools, Margaret finally has the
time to devote to the garden she has
envisioned for years.

She’s spent the season adding
patio lighting, strands of twinkling
lights and countless finishing
touches that make the garden espe-
cially inviting after sunset.

Although the collection continues
to grow, Margaret says expensive
decorations have never been the
goal.

Instead, she finds joy in giving for-
gotten things another purpose.

Standing in the middle of the gar-
den she spent years imagining, Mar-
garet doesn’t see junk or discarded
odds and ends. She sees possibility.

“This is me,” she said. “This is
what I love. I’m very proud of my gar-
den.”
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Second chance garden ... continued



I was listening to the radio

the other day and heard the

song by the rock group Ea-

gles "Life in the Fast Lane." 

Because I was enjoying the

warm weather and being out-

doors, my thoughts soon

transitioned to how FAST

summer goes by for not only

us, but our fine-feathered

friends. This is also the time

that young birds must grow

after being born, so they can

survive the cold, harsh winter

months or, when it comes

time, to fly their winter migra-

tion routes. 

During this brief time birds

have to do certain things in

order to avoid suffering or

even die. Let's start with food.

Birds have very high me-

tabolisms, so they must eat a

lot to not only survive, but to

grow bigger and stronger. 

Hummingbirds have the

highest energy output per

unit weight of any warm

blooded animal. It must eat

every few minutes just to sur-

vive. It survives at night by

lowering its body temperature

and heart rate. It must con-

sume 30% of its body weight

a day. That's like a 200 pound

man eating 60 pounds a day

just to survive! That beats

Joey Chesnut (hotdog eating

world record holder) by a

landslide! 

Robins gorge too. One

American robin will eat — if

you put them length-wise end

to end — 14 feet of earth-

worms a day, or 98 feet each

week! 

When they eat this much

food, bird chicks grow expe-

ditiously. 

A house or "Jenny wren"

female will lay her eggs and

within 12 to 15 days they will

hatch. In one nest in my

backyard a wren laid 7 eggs.

Only one egg is laid per day,

so how does egg number

seven  "catch up" with the

first egg laid? Biologists have

determined that eggs laid last

have higher amounts of

testosterone than the earlier-

laid eggs, causing them to

grow faster and more aggres-

sive. This way they hatch

about the same time which

eliminates the "runt of the lit-

ter" situation. This gives each

chick the same chance of

survival.

After hatching within 15 to

18 days, they leave the nest

and are ready for adulthood.

Imagine if YOUR kids grew

up that fast!

When it comes to grooming,

songbirds will take bird baths

to rid themselves of para-

sites. But did you know they

practice preventive measures

as well? They will rub ants on

their feathers and skin. Biolo-

gists believe this is because

ants have an acid that pro-

tects birds against parasites,

fungus and bacteria that

could potentially harm their

feathers. This also sooths

their skin during feather molt-

ing.

When it comes to summer,

there is little time to waste. A

woodpecker needs to eat

bugs found in wood, so it at-

tacks fast - 15 beats per sec-

ond! This allows it to quickly

reach the burried bug inside

trees before moving on to the

next location. 

Each bird also must protect

itself against different dan-

gers. Brown-headed cow-

birds lay their eggs in other

birds’ nests, and because the

cowbird chicks hatch and

grow faster, they will either

kick the other eggs out of the

nest or out-compete the other

chicks for food. 

The American Goldfinch

has adapted itself to survive

against this. The parents feed

their young seeds, and the

brown-headed cowbirds will

die because these seeds do

not have enough protein for

cowbird chicks to live. The

goldfinch chicks flourish on

this diet and have the full at-

tention of their parents. 

Then parents also must

teach their young chicks to

leave the nest. 

Biologists were  observing

killdeer, which had laid a nest

on a rooftop. When it was

time to leave the nest so the

young killdeer didn't get hurt,

the parents called to their

chicks from the ground near

the base of a rain gutter. The

chicks heard their parents

call to come down from the

roof from this location and the

chicks actually used the rain-

spout as a slide. Pretty smart,

huh? 

Young barred owls are

lured from their nests be-

cause their parents often

leave dead mice or other prey

hanging from branches just

outside their nest. 

Yep, before you know it, the

young chicks are like a

teenager heading out on their

own. They are helped a little

after leaving the nest from

their parents, but will soon be

raising chicks on their own

and they too will grow and

live in "the fast lane."
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Outdoor Living
Now is the time to learn to fly
Young birds have little time to enjoy their ‘childhood’ as nature demands they grow quickly to thrive

By S. King, US NPS wikicommonsPHOTO BY STEVE LINENFELSERPHOTO BY STEVE LINENFELSER

FROM LEFT: Steve Linenfelser captured a picture of eggs, then chicks while at right an adult jenny wren sings her beautiful song.

From staff reports
Mile-a-minute weed, shown

above in a DNR photo, is a
highly invasive vine that can
smother trees and vegetation
that has been confirmed in
Jackson County following a
landowner’s report to the
Michigan Invasive Species
Program through the Midwest
Invasive Species Information
Network’s online reporting sys-
tem.

The report was verified fol-
lowing a site visit by staff mem-
bers from the Jackson,
Lenawee, Washtenaw Cooper-
ative Invasive Species Man-

agement Area, who found sev-
eral established patches of the
plant on the property.

A mile-a-minute weed vine,
showing arrow-shaped leaves,
recurved thorns and a circular
leaf to shield fruit.

Mile-a-minute weed was first
detected in Michigan in 2020 at
Albion College’s Whitehouse
Nature Center in Calhoun
County. Since then, the Barry,
Calhoun, Kalamazoo Cooper-
ative Invasive Species Man-
agement Area has been
conducting outreach, surveys
and treatment of infested prop-
erties in the vicinity of Albion

and Homer in eastern Calhoun
County.

The new detection in Jack-
son County is in Concord
Township.

The vine’s dense growth and
ability to climb tall trees make
traditional herbicide treatment
difficult. Though it is an annual
vine, its numerous berries re-
seed infested areas and are
spread by birds, other wildlife
and human movement to new
locations.

Mile-a-minute weed can be
removed by hand, but seeds
can persist in the soil for up to
six years, so infested sites
need to be monitored regularly
for regrowth. New shoots can
be mowed or tilled in the spring
or early summer before fruiting,
as even immature, green fruits
can carry viable seeds and cre-
ate new plants.

Mile-a-minute weed vine
with a cluster of blue fruit.

Mile-a-minute weed (Persi-
caria perfoliata) is an annual
vine that gets its name from its
ability to grow up to 6 inches
per day, or 25 feet in six to
eight weeks. Its light green

leaves are shaped like equilat-
eral triangles, and both the
stems and leaf blades are lined
with small, recurved barbs that
help it climb over other vegeta-
tion.

Small, inconspicuous white
flowers appear in spring, devel-
oping into spikes of pea-sized,
blue fruits in mid-summer. Un-
usual circular leaves called
ocreae clasp the stems below
the fruits.

Mile-a-minute weed thrives
in full sun and wet soils, but it
can grow in a variety of condi-
tions. Like many invasive
plants, it takes advantage of
open space and disturbed
areas including roadsides,
stream banks, forest edges
and fence lines.

Why is it a problem?
The vine’s fast growth and

climbing habits allow it to over-
take native and landscape veg-
etation, eventually smothering
plants and trees under dense,
prickly thickets.

“Mile-a-minute weed can dis-
place native plants, disrupt the
food web and alter forest re-
generation after harvest or nat-
ural disturbance,” said Katie

Grzesiak, terrestrial invasive
species coordinator for the
Michigan Department of Natu-
ral Resources.

Because of the risk to Michi-
gan’s agriculture and habitats
and the plant’s limited distribu-
tion, mile-a-minute weed is on
the state’s invasive species
watch list.

What is being done?
`JLW CISMA has joined forces
with BCK CISMA to encourage
landowners around the in-
fested area to request mile-a-
minute weed surveys. Since
the new detection, the two CIS-
MAS have worked together to
survey approximately 3,000
acres in Jackson County and
an additional 2,600 acres in
Calhoun County. No additional
infestations have been found in
Jackson County.

Herbicide treatment was ini-
tiated on the Jackson site
shortly after the detection was
confirmed. CISMA staff will
continue to monitor the site
and work with the landowner to
conduct follow-up treatment.

The two CISMAs are able to
provide treatment assistance
and free surveys through sup-

port from the Michigan Invasive
Species Grant Program and
other grant funds. 

Earlier this year, the BCK
CISMA, in collaboration with
Grand Valley State University,
initiated a trial release of the
mile-a-minute weevil (Rhinon-
comimus latipes) in four test
plots in Calhoun County as a
biological control agent to re-
duce populations of the inva-
sive vine. Study of the weevil’s
feeding activity and survival
rates is ongoing.

How can people help?
Anyone encountering a vine

that could be mile-a-minute
weed should visit
Michigan.gov/Invasives to re-
view identification information.
If the plant appears to be mile-
a-minute weed, take photos,
note the location and report the
find using one of these meth-
ods:

Use the Midwest Invasive
Species Information Network
online reporting tool.

Download the MISIN smart-
phone app and report from
your phone.

Mile-a-minute weed invading Jackson County
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to 4 pm, and Saturday, August 15, 8 am to 12 pm. All proceeds

will go to the Jackson Interfaith Shelter
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LEONI TOWNSHIP
NOT I CE

The Leoni Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hear-
ing, Monday, August 24, 2026, at 6:00 P.M. in the Leoni Township
Meeting Hall, 913 Fifth St., Michigan Center, Michigan, 49254.  This
meeting will be held in person.

000-14-09-162-007-00
227 N. Lakeside Dr.

Jesten Denbrock Variance

Purpose of hearing: Variance

Legal Description: BEG AT NE COR OF BLK 93 OF VILLAGE OF
MICHIGAN CENTER TH E ALG S LN OF BROAD ST 215.8 FT TH S
47°46'E ALG WLY LN OF NAPOLEON RD 255 FT TH S42°14'W 283.5
FT TH S47°46'E 150.36 FT FOR POB TH S47°46'E 51.75 FT TH
S33°08'W 110.05 FT TO SH OF MICHIGAN CENTER LAKE AT HIGH
WATER MARK TH NWLY ALG SD SHORE AT HIGH WATER MARK
41.95 FT TO A PT BEARING S28°41'W FROM POB TH N28°41'E 126.1
FT TO BEG. BEING LOT G OF A J WORDEN'S SUBDIVISION UN-
RECORDED SEC 9 T3S R1E

Cindy Norris,
Clerk

1

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO CONFIRM SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL

MARSH/LYSTER ROAD MAINTENANCE DISTRICT

A public hearing will be held on the 12th day of August, 2026 at 6:40 P.M.
or any adjourned date thereof, at the Cambridge Township Hall, 9990 W.
M-50, Onsted, Michigan for the purpose of hearing comments or objec-
tions to the confirmation of the Special Assessment Roll for the Special
Assessment District known as the MARSH/LYSTER ROAD MAINTE-
NANCE special assessment district.

The amount of funding and the cost to each parcel is available for exam-
ination at the Cambridge Township office during regular business hours
(8:00 A.M. to Noon & 1:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.-Monday through Friday) be-
ginning August 24, 2021.

APPEARANCE AND PROTEST AT THIS HEARING TO CONFIRM THE
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO APPEAL
THE AMOUNT OF THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT TO THE STATE TAX
TRIBUNAL.

Any owner or party in interest, or his or her agent (with the owners written
permission), may appear in person at the hearing to protest the Special
Assessment, or you may file a protest by letter in which event personal
appearance is not required.  Any protest by letter must be received at the
Cambridge Township office no later than the conclusion of the scheduled
hearing and should be addressed to:  Cambridge Township Clerk, 9990
W. M-50, Box 417, Onsted, Michigan 49265.

Rick W. Richardson, Clerk
Cambridge Township

52x2

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO CONFIRM SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL
MEADOW LANE MAINTENANCE DISTRICT

A public hearing will be held on the 14th day of July, 2021 at 6:55 P.M. or
any adjourned date thereof, at the Cambridge Township hall, 9990 W. M-
50, Onsted, Michigan for the purpose of hearing comments or objections
to the confirmation of the Special Assessment Roll for the Special Assess-
ment District known as the MEADOW LANE DRIVE MAINTENANCE DIS-
TRICT.

The amount of funding and the cost to each parcel is available for exam-
ination at the Cambridge Township office during regular business hours
(8:00 A.M. to Noon and 1:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.-Monday through Friday)
beginning with the date of first publication of notice.

APPEARANCE AND PROTEST AT THIS HEARING TO CONFIRM THE
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO APPEAL
THE AMOUNT OF THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT TO THE STATE TAX
TRIBUNAL.

Any owner or party in interest, or his or her agent (with written permission
from the owner), may appear in person at the hearing to protest the Spe-
cial Assessment, or you may file a protest by letter in which event personal
appearance is not required.  Any protest by letter must be received at the
Cambridge Township office no later than the conclusion of the scheduled
hearing and should be addressed to:  Cambridge Township Clerk, 9990
W. M-50, Box 417, Onsted, Michigan 49265.

Rick W. Richardson, Clerk
Cambridge Township

52x2

LEONI TOWNSHIP
NOT I CE

The Leoni Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing,
Monday, August 24, 2026, at 6:00 P.M. in the Leoni Township Meeting Hall,
913 Fifth St., Michigan Center, Michigan, 49254.  This meeting will be held
in person.

000-14-09-158-003-00
311 Gilmore Ct.

Lyn Rosier Variance

Purpose of hearing: Variance

Legal Description: LOT 13 CONOVER SUBDIVISION

Cindy Norris, 
Clerk
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CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENT HEARING
MARSH/LYSTER ROAD MAINTENANCE DISTRICT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:  a public hearing to renew the MARSH/LYSTER
ROAD MAINTENANCE special assessment district will be held at 6:40
P.M. on Wednesday, August 12, 2026 at the Cambridge Township Hall,
9990 W. M-50, Onsted, Michigan.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE:  that the district within which the im-
provements are to be made and within which the costs thereof are pro-
posed to be assessed is more particularly described as:  All those parcels
designated by tax number set out in Exhibit A attached hereto and incor-
porated herein by reference being located within the limits of the Township
of Cambridge, Lenawee County, Michigan.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE:  that the said plans and special as-
sessment district may be examined at the office of the Township Clerk from
the date of this notice until and including the date of the public hearing
hereon and may be further examined at such public hearing.  This special
assessment for the maintenance of Marsh/Lyster Road maintenance is
proposed to run for a period of five (5) years beginning in 2026.

Any written comments for or against this action will be received at the
Cambridge Township office, 9990 W. M-50, Box 417, Onsted, Michigan
49265 up to and including the time of the public hearing.

Rick W. Richardson, Clerk
Cambridge Township

52x2

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENT HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:  a public hearing to renew the MEADOW LANE
DRIVE MAINTENANCE special assessment district will be held at 6:50
P.M. on Wednesday, August 12, 2026 at the Cambridge Township Hall,
9990 W. M-50, Onsted, Michigan.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE:  that the district within which the im-
provements are to be made and within which the costs thereof are pro-
posed to be assessed is more particularly described as:  the “Patterson’s
Addition to Dewey Lake Beach” subdivision, Section 17, Cambridge Town-
ship, Lenawee County, Michigan:  ALL PARCELS WITHIN THE ABOVE
NAMED SUBDIVISION, as well as the following unplatted parcels in Sec-
tion 17, Cambridge Township:  CA0-117-1905-00,  CA0-117-4040-00,
CA0-117-4060-00, CA0-117-4150-00, CA0-117-4200-00 and CA0-117-
4500-00.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE:  that the said plans and special as-
sessment district may be examined at the office of the Township Clerk from
the date of this notice until and including the date of the public hearing
hereon and may be further examined at such public hearing.  This special
assessment for the maintenance of Meadow Lane Drive is proposed to
run for a period of five (5) years beginning in 2026.

Any written comments for or against this action will be received at the
Cambridge Township office, 9990 W. M-50, Box 417, Onsted, Michigan
49265 up to and including the time of the public hearing.

Rick W. Richardson, Clerk
Cambridge Township

52x2

CA0-112-3700-00

CA0-112-3780-00

CA0-112-3810-00

CA0-112-3820-00

CA0-112-3850-00

CA0-112-3860-00

CA0-112-3870-00

CA0-113-1055-01

CA0-113-1100-00

CA0-113-1120-00

CA0-113-1130-00

CA0-113-1150-00

CA0-113-1210-00

CA0-113-1220-00

CA0-113-1230-01

CA0-113-1250-00

CA0-113-1260-01

CA0-113-1290-00

CA0-113-1300-00

CA0-113-1330-01

CA0-590-0010-00

CA0-590-0020-00

CA0-590-0030-00

CA0-590-0050-00

CA0-590-0060-00

CA0-590-0070-00

CA0-590-0080-00

CA0-590-0090-00

CA0-590-0100-00

CA0-590-0110-00

CA0-590-0120-00

CA0-591-0370-00

CA0-591-0390-00

CA0-591-0410-00

CA0-591-0430-00

CA0-591-0450-00

CA0-591-0470-00

CA0-591-0490-00

CA0-591-0500-00

CA0-591-0510-00

CA0-591-0521-00

CA0-113-1815-00

EXHIBIT A

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE

BETWEEN MAY 15, 2026 AND SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 ALL PREMISES
OCCUPIED OR UNOCCUPIED, IN  CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP SHALL
CUT DOWN ALL GRASSES AND NOXIOUS WEEDS AT LEAST ONCE
EVERY THREE WEEKS.

40, 44, 49, 1, 5

LIBERTY TOWNSHIP

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, August 11, 2026, at 6:30 pm, the
Liberty Township Board of Trustees will host a public hearing regarding
the approval of the 2025-2026 Master Plan. The Liberty Planning Com-
mission has approved the plan and recommends the Board of Trustees
do so as well. The plan may be found on the township web site, liber-
tytwp.us or in the township office. The meeting will be held at the Liberty
Township Hall, 101 W. Liberty Rd.,Clarklake, MI.

Debbie Jacobson, 
Liberty Township Clerk

51X2

WATERLOO TOWNSHIP
Summary of Waterloo Township Board Meeting 

July 22, 2026 

A regular meeting of the Waterloo Township Board of Trustees was called
to order at 7:00pm. The following motions were made and passed: ap-
proval to accept the consent agenda as presented, extension of the Amrize 
Extraction permit for one month, appointment of Dave Karczynski to the
Extraction Committee, adoption of Resolution #R22-07-22-01 honoring
the Waterloo Township America 250 committee for their efforts to plan 
and execute the July 3rd “America 250” celebration, approval of the Knight
Land Division, acceptance of a bid from D-Ray’s Plumbing to replace the
township hall water heater, and approval to adjourn at 8:16 p.m. 

Complete minutes can be found on the Waterloo Township website. 
(https://waterlootwpmi.gov/meeting-minutes/). 

Bill Richardson, 
Clerk
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Andy Horning

517-783-2316
www.andyswater.com

Lowest Service Rates
IF WE CAN’T FIX IT, 

THERE’S NO CHARGE!

Wanted
Hard Rusty 

Water
See how experience can make a difference

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES  & MODELS!

*In
 m

ost 
ca

se
s.

Same or Next 
Day Service*

Our reputation is built on quality 
service since 1986

Old Fashion Service
New System Sales

Grass Lake Kiwanis historic popcorn
wagon making community appearances

Vintage Vibes

By John Hummer
Editor

An historic popcorn wagon with a
rich Kiwanis Club tradition dating
back more than 50 years has been
appearing in and around the Village
of Grass Lake this summer.

The vintage wagon was pur-
chased this past spring by the Kiwa-
nis Club of the Greater Grass Lake
Area and has been making the
rounds at several community events
including Music in the Park and
Grass Lake Traffic Jam’In.

Originally built in 1975 in Hartland,
Mich. for the Plymouth Kiwanis Club,
the unique popcorn wagon served
communities for decades as a sym-
bol of fellowship, service, and fun. In

2010, the Brighton Kiwanis Club pur-
chased the wagon where it became
a familiar sight at summer concerts
and car shows in Brighton. 

Now, the wagon has started a new
chapter with Grass Lake’s Kiwanis
Club.

“We are excited to continue the
tradition of this special popcorn
wagon and bring it to events
throughout the Grass Lake commu-
nity,” said Grass Lake Kiwanis Club
President Larry Memmer. “It repre-
sents not only a piece of Kiwanis his-
tory, but also the spirit of
volunteerism and community service
that Kiwanis is known for.”

The wagon will continue to be
used during summer festivals, con-

certs, community celebrations, and
family activities around Grass Lake.
Club members have prepared the
wagon  and worked in it for events
this summer and will continue to do
so while helping support local Kiwa-
nis service projects benefiting chil-
dren and families in the area.

The Kiwanis Club of the Greater
Grass Lake Area looks forward to
preserving the wagon’s history while
creating new memories for the com-
munity for years to come.

For more information about the
Grass Lake Kiwanis Club or upcom-
ing events, contact the club at grass-
lakekiwanis@gmail.com.

Grass Lake resident Star Mead purchases a bag of popcorn
from the historic popcorn wagon purchased earlier this
spring by the Kiwanis Club of the Greater Grass Lake Area.
Working the window for club are Nancy Memmer, left, and
Gail Walls. 

From left: Kiwanis Club of the Greater Grass Lake Area members Gail Walls, Nancy Memmer, and Larry Mem-
mer proudly stand outside the recently purchased vintage popcorn wagon that has “popped up” at various
summer events in the Grass Lake area. 

From left: Patriotic popcorn? Indeed, these three
ladies were dressed for the holiday as they stand out-
side the recently purchased vintage popcorn wagon
ready to sell bags of popcorn during the Fourth of
July festivities in Grass Lake. 

Kiwanis Club of the Greater Grass Lake Area members Gail Walls, Nancy Memmer, and Larry Memmer stand
inside the recently purchased vintage popcorn wagon and are ready to serve bags of popcorn at area
events. 

Columbia Charter Township Police Report
July 24

Assault: Main Street; Per-
sonal Welfare-PWC: Hewitt
Road; Property Security:
Hyde Road (2); Domestic:
Wamplers Lake Road/Spicer
Drive; Disorderly: North
Main Street; Suspicious Sit-
uation: Tiffany Street; Per-
sonal Welfare/PWC:
Riverside Road; General
Non-Criminal: Riverside
Road; Disorderly: Ernest
Street; Disorderly: Lane
Street; General Non-Crimi-
nal: Detroit Street/South
Main Street; Personal Wel-
fare-PWC: Claremont Circle;
Alarm: South Main Street;
Personal Welfare-PWC:
East Mill Pond Drive; 

July 25
Accident Other: Jefferson
Road/Lakeview Drive; Prop-
erty Security: Hyde Road
(2); Accident Private Prop-
erty: Ocean Beach Road;
Abandoned Vehicle: Q
Lane/Jefferson Road; Per-
sonal Welfare-PWC: North
Main Street; Suspicious Sit-

uation: Nicole Drive; Do-
mestic: Constitution Avenue;
General Non-Criminal:
Eagle Point Drive; General
Non-Criminal: Ashley Court;
General Assistance: Not-
tawa Sepee Street; Personal
Welfare-PWC: Castlewood
Drive; 

July 26
Property Security: Hyde
Road (2); Alarm: South Main
Street; Indecent Exposure:
North Drive; Warrants: Pot-
ter Street; Field Contact:
Jefferson Road; Parking:
Eagle Point Road/Eagle
Pointe Drive; Larceny: Jack-
son Street; 

July 27
Conservation: Crego Road;
Larceny: East Mill Pond
Drive; Accident PDA: Jeffer-
son Road/Hewitt Road; In-
spect Vehicle: Eagle Point
Drive; Property Security:
Hyde Road; Property Secu-
rity: South Main Street; Mo-
torist Assistance: Riverside
Road/Mckinney Road; 

July 28
Personal Welfare-PWC: Jef-
ferson Road; Property Secu-
rity: Hyde Road (2);
Accident PDA: South Main
Street; Traffic Hazard: Jef-
ferson Road/Constitution Av-
enue; General
Non-Criminal: Eagle Point
Drive; Larceny: South Main
Street; Parking: South Main
Street; Personal Welfare-
PWC: Boyce Drive; Accident
PDA: North Lake
Road/Ocean Beach Road;
Accident PI: M-50/Daugh-
erty Road; 

July 29
Property Security: Hyde
Road (2): Parking: South
Main Street; General Non-
Criminal: Crego Road; Gen-
eral Non-Criminal:
Constitution Avenue; Mo-
torist Assist: Brooklyn
Road; Domestic: River
Street; 


