
By Julie Riddle
   A former Napoleon Community Schools student accused of
threatening to kill several school staff members and a school
resource officer in 2022 won’t get First Amendment protection
for his words, the Michigan Court of Appeals ruled last week.
   Nathaneal Christopher Mann, now 24, allegedly told a friend
he intended to kill people at his school if they didn’t let him
graduate. He faces multiple criminal charges which could re-
sult in sentences of up to life in prison if he is found guilty.
   Mann’s case was paused in November for the higher court
to consider Mann’s argument that he was only expressing
frustration when he made the threats.
   Mann’s actions indicated otherwise, the higher court said
last week, declining to interfere with his case. He will now con-
tinue toward trial on two of his original three charges.
   Unlike most opinions issued by the Court of Appeals, the
Mann opinion was designated “for publication,” which means
it becomes an official statement of Michigan law that courts
across the state can use in determining future case outcomes.
   As high school senior in the spring of 2022, Mann had been
banned from school property after he was involved in a violent
altercation on school grounds. When Mann was at a friend’s
house, the friend’s father allegedly overheard him saying that
if the school did not let him participate in graduation cere-
monies, he “was going to go in and shoot the principal and
the teachers.” He also heard Mann talk about killing the
school’s liaison officer, according to Court of Appeals docu-
ments.
   The father reported the incident to the school, setting off an
investigation which revealed that Mann had purchased a shot-
gun and attempted to purchase two pistols sometime after
being banned from school property.
   Mann was arrested and charged with intentionally threaten-
ing to use a firearm to commit an act of violence against a
school employee on school grounds. A person found guilty of
that offense can be sentenced to up to 10 years in prison.
   He was also charged with threatening to commit an act of
terrorism, punishable by up to 20 years in prison. That charge
was later dismissed.
   Several months later, Mann was charged for allegedly trying
to arrange for the murders of several witnesses while he was
in jail awaiting trial. That case has been paused as the Court
of Appeals considered Mann’s appeal.
   In its definitions of First Amendment protections, federal law
criminalizes speech based on the fear it creates. 
   “The existence of a threat depends not on the mental state
of the author, but on what the statement conveys to the person
on the other end,” the appellate court stated, citing the U.S.
Supreme Court. “A ‘true threat’ does not turn on whether the
speaker intends to carry out the threat, but on whether the

speaker intends to communicate the
threat.”

Michigan, like several other states,
has created laws that more narrowly
define school-based threats. Prosecu-
tors must prove that a person making
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Township addresses lake
bottom, docking issues 

Napoleon
school threat
case tests First
Amendment
boundaries

Story and photo
By John Hummer

Editor
An estimated standing-

room-only crowd of 75-80
people showed up on a hot
Monday evening for a public
information meeting to hear
Napoleon Township’s pres-
entation and explanation of
their recent actions and fu-
ture plans to enforce state
law on lakefront/lake bottom
issues. The issue had arisen
in the last couple of months
on Big Wolf Lake, particularly
in the Oak Point subdivision.

The presentation, delivered
by Napoleon Township Su-
pervisor Dan Wymer, was ti-
tled “Oak Point Public
Information Meeting: Ripar-
ian Rights, Road Ends, Lake
Bottom Ownership, Docks,
Property Tax.”

Wymer made the presenta-
tion in a question-and-answer
format, trying to anticipate the
many questions stirring in the
minds of both lakefront prop-
erty owners and so-called
“backlotters” – those who
own property near the lake
but don’t own lakefront prop-
erty.

At the center was Wymer’s
first question: Why are peo-
ple being told to remove
docks and watercraft moored
to them at road ends adja-
cent to the Oak Point public
walk? His answer, “Com-
plaints have been received
by Napoleon Township from
nearby property owners who
object to the adverse impact
of the docks and moored wa-
tercraft.”

Wymer’s second question,
which was raised by resi-
dents at the township’s June
board meeting and seems to
be the one in which many
people have objections: Why
now, when docks have been
at these locations every sum-
mer for years? “The City of
Jackson owns the lake bot-
tom these docks are on and
has, until now, taken a
“hands off” approach,” he
stated. “Napoleon Township
has, until now, seen itself as
unable to enforce township
ordinances on property
owned by the City. The City
of Jackson  signed an inter-
governmental agreement
with Napoleon Township and
is now cooperating with the
Township on enforcement.”

The third question deals
with abiding by enforcement
actions: Why should people
told to remove their docks do

so? There are strong argu-
ments for why the docks
should stay. One example
Wymer brought up says, “My
deed does not say it but the
previous owner I bought the
lot from, the real estate agent
who sold it to me, and my
neighbors all told me my
property came with the right
to put my dock in the lake, so
I have the right to put my
dock in the lake.

Wymer responded, “No. In
the court case Thies v How-
land, 424 Mich 282: The
Michigan Supreme Court
ruled that only property own-
ers whose land directly abuts

a natural inland lake possess
riparian rights, such as erect-
ing docks or exclusive lake
access. Owners of non-ripar-
ian backlots may gain limited
access only if expressly
granted by recorded ease-
ment or deed language. This
ruling established the princi-
ple that mere proximity or
shared access strips do not
convey riparian status.”

Wymer then brought up an-
other example: “Docks have
been there so long people
have acquired the right to
continue having them.”
Again, Wymer stated that it is
not true. “That claim is based
on adverse possession –
having openly and notori-
ously used land you don’t
own long enough to have ac-
quired rights to it. Under
Michigan law, specifically
MCL 600.581, a claim of ad-
verse possession cannot be
made against public prop-
erty.”

Wymer raised another ar-
gument he has heard on re-
cent enforcement actions.
“This is selective enforce-
ment. Not everyone who has
these docks was sent a
Cease and Desist letter to re-
move them. Selective en-
forcement is prohibited.” He
countered that with, “No. That

would mean unless
Napoleon Township enforces
an ordinance against every
violator everywhere all the
time, it cannot enforce it
against any violator any-
where ever. No township or
other level of government
has enough resources to do
that. Enforcement is discre-
tionary and has to start
somewhere, not every-
where.”

Wymer then addressed an-
other issue brought up at the
June board meeting of a pub-
lic walkway that goes across
most property owners’ lots in
the Oak Point subdivision.

The issue from some prop-
erty owners’ viewpoints: “The
City of Jackson owned the
walkway and deeded it to
Oak Point property owners
when it deeded lake bottom
parcels to individual property
owners, so I have the right to
put my dock in.

Wymer explained, “No.
The City acquired the lake
bottom from Zenas and
Helen Eldred in a deed dated
1915. A recorded document
“Resubdivision of Oak Point”
executed by Ollie, Judson,
Minnie, and Clara Mott, dated
1923, platted the lots, roads
and walk. The plat map
shows the walk and says,
‘The courts, alleys, drive, and
walk as shown on said plat
are hereby dedicated to the
use of the public.’  The walk
did not belong to the City in
1923, so could not have been
deeded later to Oak Point
property owners.”

Wymer noted that backlot
property owners can join to-
gether, hire an attorney to
fight this, and ask a judge to
restore their docking rights.
He posed some potential
questions residents should
consider regarding hiring an
attorney, including: What is
the likelihood a court will
issue a ruling contrary to the

Michigan Supreme Court de-
cision that backlot owners
without a recorded easement
or deed do not have docking
rights, and contrary to Michi-
gan law prohibiting claims of
adverse possession against
public property?”

Wymer also debunked the
possibility of backlot property
owners attempting to negoti-
ate an agreement with
Napoleon Township that al-
lows their docks to remain.
He stated, “No. Michigan ri-
parian law as defined by the
Michigan Supreme Court’s
Thies v Howland decision re-
quires backlot owners to
have access granted by
recorded easement or deed
language. Napoleon Town-
ship does not have the power
to overrule, supersede or
negate state law. It cannot
make an agreement that it
knows to be in violation of
state law. Backlot owners
with recorded easement or
deed language establishing
their riparian rights are, of
course, welcome to exercise
those rights.”

Regarding the walkway,
Wymer addressed the ques-
tion: What about property
owners adjacent to the lake
but separated from the water
by the walkway? Are they
considered lakefront property
owners? Wymer noted, “Yes.
When the City sold lake bot-
tom parcels in front of those
lots to the owners of those
lots the intent was clearly to
create riparian docking rights
for the lots.”

Wymer then posed some
additional questions about
property taxes and the levels
paid by lakefront owners and
backlot property owners. One
key question he posed was:
Can backlot property owners
appeal to the Napoleon
Township Board of Review
requesting a reduction in the
assessed value of their prop-
erty? He  said, “Yes. Backlot
property owners could pres-
ent the March Board of Re-
view with examples of similar
property without riparian
rights that sold for less than
the assessed value of their
property. Property owned for
a long time will usually have
a taxable value far less than
the assessed value, so re-
ducing assessed value does
not reduce the tax bill. Prop-
erty purchased recently that
uncapped might see a reduc-
tion in the tax bill.”

Nearing the end of the

The Napoleon Township meeting room had a standing-room-only crowd on Monday, July 13 for a public information

meeting on Big Wolf Lake bottomlands and lake access rights.

Napoleon Township

“This is very important 
because the things being done

at these road ends are now
misdemeanors and they can be
punished as a civil infraction.” 

Dan Wymer, 

Napoleon Township supervisor

When is a threat ‘real’?

Tyler Davidson, founder of Elden Medicinals,  led a Forag-

ing and Therapeutic Mushroom class for all ages Friday

evening at Divine Pine Gathering 2026 in the Irish Hills.
PHOTO BY MICHELLE MCLEMORE



presentation, Wymer brought
up a question that stirred
some debate on the long-
time dock-users’ arguments:
If backlot owners don’t have
the right to put a dock on pub-
lic property at Oak Point,
what lake access rights do
they have at the road ends?
“His response, “They can
launch watercraft like kayaks,
canoes, paddleboards and
smaller fishing boats that can
be carried to the water. They
can fish, swim, walk, watch
the sunrise or sunset.

“All other members of the
public have these same
rights at the road ends,” he
continued. “No one pays
taxes on public property. A
private dock on public prop-
erty gives control of public
property to the private user
and stops all the rest of the
public from exercising their
right to use it.

“That’s really why we’ve
continued forward with it,
Wymer went on. “The owner-
ship of the City of Jackson of
the lake bottom, as we learn
more and more about what
the laws are, became less
and less of a factor.

Wymer concluded his pres-
entation with an explanation

of an excerpt from the Natural
Resources and Environmen-
tal Protection Act – Act 451 of
1994, “Section 324.30111b
Public road end; prohibited
use; violation as misde-
meanor; fine; civil action; def-
initions.”

“There was a change in the
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Protection Act
back in 2012,” he stated.
“This is very important be-
cause the things being done
at these road ends are now
misdemeanors and they can
be punished as a civil infrac-
tion. Each day that the of-
fense persists is a separate
misdemeanor and each one
of those is subject to a fine of
up to $500.” Wymer then
read the entire excerpt of that
section of law to those in at-
tendance.

During public comment, a
common theme among those
in attendance questioned
why the township has waited
14 years to enforce this state
statute. In his reply, Wymer
reverted back to the start of
his presentation, noting that it
is because complaints have
been received by Napoleon
Township from nearby prop-
erty owners who object to the

adverse impact of the docks
and moored watercraft. The
township then explored how
to address those complaints
which resulted in the inter-
governmental agreement
with the City of Jackson,
which is now cooperating
with the Township on enforce-
ment.
Township board meeting
brings out strong comment

At the Napoleon Township
board meeting the next day,
Wymer summarized the
meeting. “It accomplished
what I was hoping it would
accomplish – that was getting
the information out that was
really very important for
everybody to be aware of and
to give everyone an opportu-
nity to speak and ask ques-
tions and give feedback,” he
stated.

During public comment,
Kathy Rice shared that she is
not pleased with the handling
of the situation on Oak Point
at Big Wolf Lake. “Nothing
about the Oak Point situation
has been handled in a coop-
erative or appropriate man-
ner,” she said. “It has only
opened suspicion and fa-
voritism within the walls of
this building…You have
made numerous public state-
ments regarding the com-
plaints, yet you have
produced no documentation
to support these claims. The
conduct of this office includ-
ing intimidation, threats, and
bullying – of which I am a vic-
tim of – is unacceptable.

She continued, “Further-
more, singling out five house-
holds, because in your
words, ‘We can’t take you all
on,’ is both inappropriate and
difficult to justify. Before this
matter is concluded, particu-
larly when the suspicion of fa-
voritism and corruption
proceeds to the attorney gen-
eral’s office, are each of you
as board members prepared
to have your actions and the
operations of this office thor-

oughly scrutinized to include
a forensic financial audit, as
well as a review of all docu-
ments, emails, and other [in-
audible], dating back to the
first year Mr. Wymer became
supervisor and to the point at
which [the Napoleon Town-
ship ordinance enforcement
officer] began to personally
campaign against us? It ap-
pears there seems to be
some back-pedaling going on
already…”
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Maintenance agreement approved
and signed for Brooklyn/Columbia trail
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•  Beautiful private apartments with        
   full kitchen or come down to the  
  dining room to eat with friends 
• Have someone to talk to everyday 
• Keep your independence 
• Let us help with chores or errands 
• Housekeeping 
• Grocery Delivery Service 
• Month to Month Lease 
• 24 Hour Trustworthy Staffing 
• Maintenance Free Living 
• Planned Events/Activities 

Give us a call today!

BROOKLYN LIVING CENTER 
Senior Apartments 
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Give your parents new 
friends & yourself  
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What’s buggin’ us?

Photographer Lynn Okenka caught this American Painted

Lady butterfly on camera. It is considered the most

widely distributed butterfly species in the world. They can

be found on every continent except Antarctica, and while

they may seem “common,” a closer look shows them to

be anything but.

such a threat actually intended to carry
it out or had taken steps toward doing
so. 
   Mann, who has not been found guilty
of the charges against him, argued that
a judge should not have allowed his
case to move toward trial because the
prosecution had not yet shown proof
that his threat was anything more than
“venting to a friend.”
   The appellate court was swayed by a
witness who, at Mann’s preliminary ex-
amination, said Mann’s statement

seemed sincere. That, and the purchase
and attempted purchases of guns were
enough to make a reasonable person
believe he intended to carry out his
threat, the higher court said.
   Mann also argued that his threats
couldn’t have frightened the alleged in-
tended targets because the statements
were not made directly to those people
or intended to be passed along to them.
Nothing in Michigan law requires that the
threatened person be aware of a threat
against them for it to be a criminal act,

the Court of Appeals said.
`Mann’s case will continue toward trial in
Jackson County’s 4th Circuit Court on
the school threat and solicitation of mur-
der charges. If found guilty by a jury,
Mann will have another opportunity to
appeal his conviction or sentence.
`His bond, initially set at $750,000, was
reduced to $1,000 in February 2025, the
same time the court dismissed the act of
terrorism charge.

By John Hummer
Editor

At its July 13 meeting, the Brooklyn Vil-
lage Council approved a Safe Routes to
School (SRTS) maintenance agreement
between the village, Columbia Charter
Township, and Columbia School District.
To date, the village and township have
signed the agreement. The township
tabled a decision on signing it until its Aug.
17 meeting.

The village, in collaboration with the
township and school district, will be build-
ing a SRTS trail from the elementary cam-
pus in the village to the Columbia Central
Jr./Sr. High School campus utilizing public
right-of-way and school property. Con-
struction on the trail is expected to com-
mence in the spring of 2027.

SRTS is a movement that aims to en-
able students to get regular physical activ-
ity by making it safer and easier to walk
and bike to school

The SRTS Program is funded through
federal transportation funds, managed and
awarded by the Michigan Department of
Transportation and the Michigan Fitness
Council.

“We have to have a long-term plan to
maintain the trail after it’s completed,”
Swartzlander said. “We’ve been working
with the school district and the township to
develop the agreement and make sure
that we are putting the funds and the plan
in place to maintain the trail long-term.”

The agreement lays out the financial
commitments for each organization to en-
sure long-term maintenance costs and
asset management are planned for in ad-

vance, as well as specific responsibilities
for which part of the trail each organization
will undertake.

In other business, the council chose
and approved Civic Plus as the village’s
new website vendor. “We’ve been a long-
time customer - they’ve hosted our online
ordinance portion of the website,” noted
Swartzlander. In particular, the village has
utilized the Municode system from Civic
Plus. In a memo to the council, he noted
that the company’s website services and
capabilities have been recommended by
other communities in the state.

He noted that new federal regulations
on ADA accessibility and ease of use cat-
alyzed the move to a new website vendor.

“Over the next few months we’ll be
working on upgrading the village website
and creating those accessibility opportuni-
ties and new options for residents and
businesses,” Swartzlander said.

He thanked Sandy Schneider of
Hawthorn Design, a local small business,
for past work on the village website.
“They’ve done a phenomenal job for us,”
he stated.

The council also approved the appoint-
ment of village resident Bob Ball to the Vil-
lage of Brooklyn Planning Commission for
a term ending Dec. 31, 2028. “That brings
us back to full strength on the planning
commission,” Swartzlander stated.

A parcel split/combination of 308/312 N.
Main Street was approved, while a parcel
split at 120 Sherman was tabled.

In other notable news, Swartzlander
also reported that Swain Memorial Park is
once again fully open for public use.

“There is one piece of equipment that is
damaged and we’re going to be working
on repairing and/or replacing it, depending
on what our vendor says,” he noted. “It
looks like we’re going to have a little
money left on the Swain Park grant to be
able to pay for the replacement of the
equipment. Hopefully, we won’t have to file
an insurance claim which will save us
money long-term.

“We were extremely lucky that of all the
trees that fell, they fell right where we
needed them to, to avoid any significant
damage to a lot of the playground equip-
ment. I’m very happy that once we started
pulling trees off there wasn’t the damage
we thought there was going to be.”

Finally, the Village of Brooklyn Home
Rehab Program should be launching
soon. Village officials are awaiting finaliza-
tion on a HUD regulation impacting the
program. The federally funded program is
designed to assist income-qualified home-
owners with necessary repairs to improve
health, safety, accessibility, and housing
stability.

“We are hoping to launch the program
and start working with applicants [soon],”
said Swartzlander. The program is for Vil-
lage of Brooklyn residents only. A one-on-
one informational meeting is set for
Wednesday, Aug. 19. More details on the
program will be provided in a near-future
edition of the Exponent. For more informa-
tion and to complete a Home Rehab Inter-
est Form, visit
villageofbrooklyn.com/homerehab.html.
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    Marcia Cole, of the Lenawee Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, will be a guest speaker at
the Wooden Old Stone Schoolhouse August 1. Cole will pres-
ent about Lenawee Revolutionary War soldiers from 12 - 1
p.m. There will also be a colonial/revolutionary war coloring
activity on site for youths as well as docents to share history
of this 1850 school and period artifacts.   
    The event is free to the public and the site will be open 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. The school is located at the corner of North
Hawkins Hwy. and Stephenson Road (north of Onsted). To
stay up on Wooden School events,
follow facebook.com/woodenoldstoneschoolhouse. 

Home from War
Revolutionary War soldiers-turned-pioneers to
be discussed at Wooden open house

In a press release we ran last week about Somerset
Township Supervisor Tim Shaw serving on the Michigan
Township Association Board of Directors, it was incor-
rectly stated that shaw served as chief of Addison Fire
& EMS, in Addison Township (Oakland Co.) for 30
years.

The Addison Fire & EMS Chief Shaw served on is
based in Lenawee County.

Correction Onsted Schools

Story and photos
By Michelle McLemore

Staff writer
Onsted’s new administra-

tive team highlighted student
academic successes along
with opportunities for the com-
ing school year in their build-
ings at the Monday, July 20
regular board meeting.  

 In addition to annual duties
such as master scheduling and
freshman and new student ori-
entation, High School Principal
and Continuous Improvement
Coordinator Dyan Biringer
shared a few district-related
updates that stirred the board.

Biringer announced, “All
grades, K-11th, tested at, or
above, grade level on NWEA
reading and mathematics dur-
ing spring 2026 testing.”
(NWEA is the Northwest Eval-
uation Association, an organi-
zation that creates academic
tests for students.) The data is
based on the latest national
NWEA normative scale cre-
ated in 2025. 

 Additionally, the team is
awaiting the results of three
grants which would help orient
the science curriculum to a ca-
reer-focused approach. She
also noted the ongoing ques-
tion of how best to increase
awareness of the multiple per-
sonalized pathways to educa-
tion offered at Onsted. As an
example, she outlined the six
paths in which students can
earn credits and degrees at
OHS: 

The Traditional Pathway
requires all in-person course-
work allowing for a combina-
tion of general education,
special education, and/or ad-
vanced classes as the student
desires.

The Career and Technical
Education (CTE) Pathway
draws on courses tailored to-
ward careers of interest with
coursework offered in biomed-
ical sciences, engineering and
robotics, business manage-
ment, Lenawee Intermediate
School District (LISD) Tech
Center courses, work-based
learning, or others.

The Early College/Middle
College Pathway enrolls stu-
dents simultaneously at On-
sted High School and Jackson
College over a five-year period.
They receive one or more of
the following in addition to their
high school diploma: associ-
ate’s degree, 60 transferrable
credits, a professional certifica-
tion, Michigan Early Middle
College Technical Certificate,
and/or participation in a regis-
tered internship.  

Early College students take
their non-college classes at
Onsted High School, whereas
Middle College students take
their non-college classes at the
LISD Tech Center with
other students in the
county enrolled in the Middle
College Program. Students in
this program are able to trans-
fer to four-year college pro-
grams with two years’ worth of
credits towards their bachelor’s
degree.

College Prep/Dual Enroll-
ment Pathway students re-
place multiple courses towards
their high school diploma with
college courses or advanced
placement (AP) courses. Stu-
dents often don’t take as many
college courses as the Early
College Pathway, complete
high school in four years, and
often begin college with multi-
ple college credits ahead of
their peers. 

Virtual School Pathway
students take most or all
courses from home using an
online course program com-
pleting the traditional courses
and credits.

Alternative Education
Pathway students use a modi-
fied in-person schedule to
allow flexibility to meet the
Michigan Merit Curriculum
while receiving in-person sup-
port.

Board Trustee Ray Tessier
remarked, “We want to publi-
cize that! There are awesome
people in this district – great
staff and leaders. That’s an-
other reason folks may want to
bring their kids here.”

 Middle School Principal and
District Safety Coordinator Phil
Stark explained that as part of
the end of year wrap-up, he
gave tours to the fourth and
fifth grades and that the fifth
grade teachers were able to
pick their own rooms. He is as-
sisting in the building of a new
Middle School PTO organiza-
tion, promoting a color run
fundraiser, and preparing a
fifth- and sixth-grade orienta-
tion for parents and students. 

 For his safety position, he
shared that the fire hydrants on
the property will need to be re-
placed this year. He is updating
the safety drill schedule and
working with Marsha Davis on
Emergency Operating Plan up-
dates. Additionally, Stark is re-
viewing possibilities to offer a
hunter’s safety and/or firearms
safety course. 

 Elementary Principal and
Title I Coordinator Jodie Holt
shared that they had 10 appli-
cants for three openings and
interviews were underway. In
addition to working on the
building schedule, she is con-
sidering how to invite the fam-
ily/community in and may try a
math night this year. Her re-
quirements for the Title I posi-
tion are actively being
addressed. 

Meet the team in
their new positions

Dyan Biringer

New Position: Secondary
High School Principal and
Continuous Improvement
Coordinator

Responsibilities: Oversee
grades 9–12 while leading the
district in curriculum, assess-
ment, MTSS (Multi-Tiered Sys-
tem of Supports), and school
improvement.
Serving OCS since: 2006
Prior positions: mathematics,
biology, and Project Lead the
Way teacher, department chair,
instructional coach, middle
school interim principal, and
district continuous improve-
ment coordinator. 
Personal guiding principles for
job: Accountability with sup-
port.
What you’d like parents, stu-
dents, or the community to
know about you: I graduated
with a degree in mathematics
and biology from Adrian Col-
lege where I also played soc-
cer. I have my master’s in
mathematics education (from
Siena Heights) and a K-12 Ad-
ministrator’s Certification with a
specialty in curriculum and in-
struction.
Hobbies/likes: Creating things
using my cricut (like shirts,
gifts, decals, etc.), sewing and
designing dance costumes for
my daughter, gardening, can-
ning/freezing, and going on re-
mote hiking trips in the Upper
Peninsula. 
Anything else you’d like to
share? My priority is to pro-
mote a high-quality educational
environment. I want to know
that our students are prepared
to leave high school with the
skills they need to take the next
steps in their chosen pathway. 

Laura Klutsarits

New Position: Athletic Di-
rector and Graduation
Coach

Responsibilities: Oversee the
district’s athletic programs and
support students on their paths
toward graduation and post-
secondary success.
Serving OCS since: 2026
Prior positions: Associate
athletic director, senior
women’s administrator and
head coach at Keystone Col-
lege; most recent 20 years at
Siena Heights University as
head softball coach and assis-
tant sports information director.
Personal guiding principles
for job: Transparency, honesty
and communication. Athletics
can teach teamwork and col-
laboration, discipline and goal
setting, resiliency and re-
sponse to failure as well as
being a general microcosm of
life. As a graduation coach, I
look forward to helping guide
students towards the suc-
cesses they desire.
What you’d like parents, stu-
dents, or the community to
know about you: I’m passion-
ate about sports and believe
every student has the ability to
achieve. We are all here to
help them to become the best
version of themselves as pos-
sible; helping students find
their passion points and to un-
derstand the need for their ed-
ucation pursuits – that is what
I am excited to help do.
Hobbies/likes: I love watching
sports but also enjoy spending
time with friends and family.
U.S. history is also something
I enjoy.

Phillip (Phil) Stark II

New Position: Secondary
Middle School Principal and
District Safety Coordinator

Responsibilities: Oversee
middle school teachers, staff,
and students in grades 5-8. As
district safety coordinator, set
and maintain the emergency
operation plans,
scheduling/performing the dis-
trict safety drills, and training
staff for emergency readiness. 
Serving OSC since: July 2017
Prior positions: OCS dean of
students, OCS district safety
coordinator, OCS transporta-
tion director
Personal guiding principles
for job: Every student de-
serves to feel safe, connected,
challenged, and valued every
day. Strong school cultures are
intentionally built through posi-
tive relationships, accountabil-
ity, and commitment to
continuous improvement.
What you’d like parents, stu-
dents, or the community to
know about you: I value hon-
est communication, mutual re-
spect, and treating every child
as if they were my own.
Hobbies/likes: I’ve enjoyed
coaching with our local OCRC
for the last eight years. I enjoy
being outdoors, camping, hik-

ing, swimming, and hunting.
Anything outdoors, is competi-
tive, and makes you move.

Jodi Holt

New Position: Elementary
Principal and Title I Coordi-
nator

Responsibilities: Oversee
building operations, instruc-
tional leadership, student sup-
port systems, and Title I
services
Serving OSC since: 2015
Prior positions: Great Start
Readiness Program (GSRP)
teacher, teacher, literacy inter-
ventionist at Onsted Elemen-
tary School, and mentor
teacher  
Personal guiding principles
for job: Integrity, kindness,
and a student-first mindset. My
goal is to build a school culture
where everyone feels wel-
come, respected, and encour-
aged to reach their fullest
potential. 
What you’d like parents, stu-
dents, or the community to
know about you: I’m excited
to serve the Onsted community
and look forward to partnering
with families to make this a
great year for our students.
Hobbies/likes: I enjoy read-
ing, traveling, and spending
time with my husband, Jake,
and our two children, Gabe
and Paige. I love supporting
them in their activities.

Marsha Davis

New Position: Director of
Business, Grants, and Great
Start Readiness Program
(GSRP) and Preschool

Responsibilities: Oversee
district financial operations,
grants management, and early
childhood programming while
continuing to support the long-
term success and sustainability
of Onsted Community Schools.
Serving OCS since: 1996
Prior positions: Third grade
teacher, elementary principal,
director of GSRP and tuition
preschool, Title I director, direc-
tor of state and federal pro-
grams
Personal guiding principles
for job: Integrity, communica-
tion, securing more grant funds
What you’d like parents, stu-
dents, or the community to
know about you: My new of-
fice is in the Board of Educa-
tion Building. My phone
number is 517-467-2173 and
my email remains the same.
Drop me a note. Give me a call
or stop in. I’m glad to listen,
problem solve, and talk about
all the wonderful things that
happen at Onsted Community
Schools.
Hobbies/likes: Swimming,
watching my children’s sport-
ing events, and listening to
audio books.

Several changes in positions
highlight coming school year

A gathering of wildcats is called a Destruction.

There are around 40 different species of wildcats.

Only four big cats can roar: The lion, tiger, leopard, and jaguar.

Did you know... 
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Florist

& Greenhouse
3250 Wolf Lake Road  Grass Lake MI  522-5050

Monday-Friday 9-6  Saturday 9-3  Sunday closed

designsbyjudyflowers.com

650 Egan Highway On the South Shore of Beautiful Wamplers Lake 
Phone: 517-467-4700  Fax: 517-467-7848 

www.JerrysPub.com  
Serving the community for 47 years

Live 
 Entertainment  

 

Karaoke  

Fridays 7:30pm

Lakefront  Deck now  Open!

Lakefront  

Deck now 

 Open!

Come to the lake
Open Wed-Sun 11 a.m.

Kitchen closes  Wed & Thurs 9 pm: Sun at 8 pm: Fri & Sat 9:30 pm

GREAT DRINK and delicious lunch & dinner SPECIALS DAILY

The Vac Shoppe
We Repair Most Vacuums!

2740 W. Beecher • Adrian 
517-263-6727 

Mon.-Fri. 9-4 • Sat. 9-2

The Vac Shoppe

T9400 
 $349.95 

1-YEAR WARRANTY

• Two-motor system 
• 14-inch cleaning path 
• Variable speed control 
• 360° hose swivel 
• Telescoping wand 
• 4-level height adjustment 
• 28-foot retractable cord 
•  Accessory tool package

TITAN

Dear editor, 
I appreciate The Expo-

nent’s continued coverage of
issues affecting Watkins Lake
State Park and County Pre-
serve. However, I would like
to clarify the role and mission
of the Friends of Watkins
Lake (FoWL) following your
recent article.

Friends of Watkins Lake
was established to provide
stewardship, education,
and advocacy that fosters
appreciation for Watkins
Lake State Park and
County Preserve and helps
sustain its unique natural,
cultural, and recreational
attributes into the future.
Our organization exists to
support the park through vol-
unteerism, community en-
gagement, habitat
stewardship, educational pro-
gramming, and partnerships
with the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
and other stakeholders.
While members of FoWL, like
many area residents, may
hold personal opinions on is-
sues affecting the park, the
organization itself is commit-
ted to ensuring that Watkins
Lake remains a place where
wildlife, natural communities,
and people can thrive for
generations.

I was disappointed by the
photographs accompanying
the article. The images create
the impression that Friends of
Watkins Lake is an advocacy
group organized around op-
position to a single issue. In
reality, those photos were
taken during a presentation
about Watkins Lake State
Park and the Friends group’s

mission. The presentation fo-
cused on the park’s ecologi-
cal significance, volunteer
stewardship, and the value of
protecting and enhancing this
remarkable public resource.
Using those images in the
context of an article about the
proposed gravel mine is mis-
leading because it does not
accurately represent the pur-
pose of the presentation nor
the mission of Friends of
Watkins Lake.

Watkins Lake State Park is
one of Michigan’s most
unique natural areas. We
hope the community will con-
tinue to engage in thoughtful,
respectful conversations
about its future while recog-
nizing the broader work that
Friends of Watkins Lake does
year-round to support the
park and the people who
enjoy it.

Spencer Kellum
President, Friends of

Watkins Lake

Letter to the editor
Friends of Watkins Lake’s
mission clarification

Brooklyn woman represents
Michigan in Orlando pageant

By John
Hummer

Editor
Brooklyn’s

Emily Mast,
24, repre-
sented Michi-
gan July
12-18 at the International
United Miss 10th Anniversary
Pageant in Orlando, Fla., an
international scholarship
competition that brought to-
gether titleholders from
around the world.

Emily’s pageant title was
International United Miss
Michigan. “I placed in the top
10 out of 30 women in my di-
vision,” she said proudly. “I
also received 4th Runner Up
for the Community Service
Award with over 150 hours
submitted.

“After 14 years in
pageantry, this opportunity
was especially meaningful as
it allowed me to showcase
not only my journey in com-
petition, but also the service
and advocacy work behind
my title.”

Mast completed an inten-
sive pageant training experi-
ence the previous six months
preparing for the event. “I
have the most incredible pag-
eant coach,” she says.

She shared a bit about her
preparation. “We focus a lot
on – not just how to walk in a
pretty dress or what different
outfits I should be wearing –
but truly on developing who I
am as a woman and my
mindset going into it. So, hav-
ing an unshakable foundation
that – no matter the outcome
of the pageant, I am still wor-
thy, I am still successful, and
I am still an amazing person.
And that’s what I really love
about how I approach
pageantry. It isn’t just about
the crown, it isn’t just about
the outfits that I get to wear,
it’s really about the personal
development I get to go
through so that I’m the best
version of myself, so I can
continue to make an impact
for others. I’ve really learned
that to pour into others and
help lift them up, you must do
that for yourself first.”

Emily’s pageant platform,
Big Sister Advantage, fo-
cused on empowering
women in the workplace
through storytelling, mentor-
ship, and education. Through
her Margins of Strength: A
Global Journal of Women’s
Workplace Stories, Strate-
gies, and Support initiative,
Emily sought to collect and
share real women’s experi-
ences. 

“It’s a physical journal that I
created,” she noted. “Women
from around the world are
writing their stories of work-

place challenges, strategies,
and experiences inside this
journal. It’s been in multiple
countries and multiple states
at this point. Right now I have
no idea where it is. It’s out cir-
culating the world for more
women to share their stories.
I truly do believe that story
telling is a great way to make
change. They are the only
ones who have gone through
this experience. To read
through a journal and realize
there are so many other
women out there who are
going through similar things,
have overcome them, and
have achieved great success
is incredibly impactful.

Women have been leaving
encouraging comments in the
margins of different stories,
Emily noted. “Eventually,
when I have the journal back,
I will be turning it into a digital
format and it will be published
so that anyone can read
through these stories and
hear what other women are
saying and see the support

and encouragement,” she
said. “That’s the long term
goal, but I’m excited for that
step.”

How will the journal ever
get back to Emily? “I have a
lot of faith and trust that it will
find its way back to me,” she
says.

In addition to the journal,
Emily has a social media ac-
count with Big Sister Advan-
tage. “I’ve reached over
2,000 women,” she noted.
“The reach is getting out
there and the word is spread-
ing about what women de-
serve in the workplace and
how they can overcome chal-
lenges. In addition to the Mar-
gins of Strength journal, I’m
hoping to launch additional
journals because I want so
many people to be involved in
it. Overall, I want to remind
women and share with them
that they deserve a seat at
the table, and that one way
they can get there is by being
part of a global sisterhood
who is all lifting each other
up.”

Emily wishes to thank two
local Brooklyn business
sponsors who helped
achieve her pageant suc-
cess: Savanna Rose Dance
Studio – her walking space
sponsor; and Speakeasy
Beauty Bar – her hair serv-
ices sponsor.

About Emily Mast
A Brooklyn area native,

Emily is a Jackson College
Emerging Alumni Award re-
cipient. 

After attending elementary
school at Ezra Eby in
Napoleon, she went on to
graduate high school from
Jackson Preparatory and
Early College (JPEC).

While at JPEC, Emily
earned more than 60 college
credits through Jackson Col-
lege starting from when she
was 14. She graduated with
an associate’s degree from
Jackson College at the age of
16.

Emily then enrolled at Pur-
due University and spent a lit-
tle over two years there to
earn her bachelor’s degree in
professional writing with a
minor in business – at 19.
She was a member of the

Honors College.
“I was part of the Honors

College Mentors Program
where I was actually mentor-
ing students who were all
older than me,” she noted. In
her first year at Purdue while
she was 16, most of the stu-
dents she was mentoring
were 18 and 19 years old. 

Following graduation from
college at 19 from Purdue,
Emily began working as a so-
cial media marketing special-
ist for GlobalHealth, based in
Oklahoma, working remotely.
“I quickly accelerated through
my career,” she explained. “In
my first eight months, I went
from being a social media
specialist to managing the
entire marketing department
on my own. I had over a mil-
lion-dollar budget I coordi-
nated and I helped lead that
company through one of its
most successful sales sea-
sons ever.”

After her employment with
GlobalHealth, she went on to
work for Crexendo, based in
Tempe, Ariz., also working re-
motely. “We’re one of the
fastest growing companies in
North America in the technol-
ogy space,” Emily stated.
“We sell business phone sys-
tems. Right now I work in
their marketing department
and I’ve received quite a few
different awards,” noting that
one of them is the “Channel
Marketing Association Rising
Star Award” for her early-ca-
reer success. 

Emily Mast showcases achievements at International United Miss 10th Anniversary Pageant

Above: Emily Mast’s official international United Miss Michigan 2025-26 titleholder

portrait. Below, left, Mast holds the Margins of Strength Journal that she created.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Watkins Lake State

Park and County 

Preserve is a 

combination public

recreation area and

nature preserve 

located five miles

west of Manchester 

in Jackson and

Washtenaw counties.



Story and photos
By Michelle McLemore

Staff writer
Despite the 8,176 total

Michigan cases of confirmed
cyclosporiasis per the State of
Michigan since early July, Irish
Hills residents and business

owners shared trust in home
gardens, local farmer stands,
restaurants, and stores.

Staff at Big Boy, Subway,
and Loofy’s all mentioned that
customer inquiry on where
their lettuce is sourced has
been minimal. A few “more

concerned customers” re-
quested orders to be made
without the standard lettuce at
each restaurant, but overall,
there has been no drop in or-
ders or sales, staff consistently
noted.

Farmers’ stands, however,
have seen a marked increase
in business. Jacob’s Fresh
Farm in Dexter described a
larger impact from the food
scare. “Demand is way up, 30
to 40 percent. People know
that local farms are safer, our
wash batches are smaller, and
we are dedicated to food
safety,” officials there noted. 

Cory and Staci Hunt of Hunt
Family Farm at 7500 Seymour
Road, Grass Lake, opened
their first roadside market this
summer, so couldn’t comment
on if more patrons were buying
farm fresh or not. Yet, Staci
Hunt was excited to share, “We
sell fresh eggs, zucchini, yel-
low squash, tomatoes, beans,
cucumbers, cantaloupe, water-
melon, and a few other things
as they come into season. We
will have several varieties of
winter squash and pumpkins in
the fall. We also sell feeder
pigs and whole and half hogs.”

Though they did not plant
greens this year for sale, Hunt
noted, “We are very careful
about keeping the animals
separate from the produce and
washing everything well.” 

Travis McDonald, co-owner
with Jen Pittman of Loofy’s on
Jefferson Road, also noted,
“Only a few patrons have said,
‘Hold the lettuce on the sub,’
since the outbreak began.”
One year into owning Loofy’s,
in addition to doing a complete
remodel and expanding inside
seating, the Loofy team proved
well educated and proactive
about the public food safety
concern.

One team member, Blue,
was able (without hesitation) to
share their proactive steps.
“When we noticed an uptick in
the cyclosporiasis cases in
Michigan, we decided to in-
crease our cleaning practices
from double washes to also
adding a white vinegar wash.
We now also only keep part of
the lettuce, and we use the
same cleaning procedures with
the tomatoes, onions, and
mushrooms.” 

Blue and McDonald also
both noted the reliability of their
area distributors, SOFU and
Gordon and Sons. SOFU

reached out to assure their
clients that they were “proac-
tively testing their own lettuce.”  

Still, when area residents
were asked how the vegetable
issue has impacted their shop-
ping or menus, many respon-
dents shared they eat only
their own home-grown vegeta-
bles, wild forage, or have quit
buying vegetables and fruits
from stores and restaurants
while waiting for the summer
harvests at farmer markets to
expand.

 Kimberly Dean of the Grass
Lake Facebook group noted, “I
am eating frozen fruits and
vegetables and buying from
local farmers and orchards.
Also, I’m buying the heads of
lettuce and taking off the first
several layers.” She continues
to wash all purchases as soon
as she gets home.

 Robin Rowley and Wisper
Babineau, both of Grass Lake,
noted nothing much had
changed for them. Rowley
shared, “I have a few cultivated
vegetables but mostly I forage
for wild growing plants – have
been for years. We just need to
learn how to identify them and
eat as people have for thou-
sands of years.”

 Babineau noted, “I stopped
buying fruits and veggies at the
store a long time ago. Learning
about the chemicals and
preservatives and seeing and
tasting the difference in the

food…our food hasn’t been
healthy for years.”

 Tomi Zagata who had
caught the sickness, shared a
response representative of oth-
ers who had also been ill: “I

haven’t bought strawberries,
blueberries, raspberries, salad
mix, barely any fruit – and I’m
dying for it.” 

 Beth Arnold of Onsted
noted her family’s caution. “We
have quit buying lettuce alto-
gether,” she said. We don’t
order anything with lettuce on
it when we eat out or no toma-
toes or fruit. If we can’t wash it,
we aren’t eating it.”

 Numerous media strands
began to share trusted local
farmers’ stands and booths.
Jacob’s fresh Farm, Fusilier
Family Farms, Mark Prielipp
Greenhouse & Mohr, Tillitson’s,
Kapnick’s, and Hunt’s Family
Farm were all mentioned. 

 On July 17, Taylor Fresh
Foods voluntarily recalled ice-
berg lettuce from their Central
Mexico farms for “possible con-
tamination” under the brand
names of CV, JB, Mark and
more. The products were being
sold as chopped lettuce, salad
mix, and blends or salad kits
with romaine, shredded, and
iceberg lettuce. The products
of concern were distributed
June 29 through July 16.

 In a July 22 Public Health
Bulletin for Health Care
Providers from the Michigan
Department of Health and
Human Services, it noted that
cases were “concentrated in
Monroe, Lenawee, Washte-
naw, Wayne, Shiawassee,
Jackson, Oakland, Ingham,
and Livingston counties.”

 It noted, “Cyclosporiasis
outbreaks have previously
been linked to the consumption
of contaminated fresh produce,
such as raspberries, basil,
cilantro and bagged salad
mixes. Because this enteric ill-
ness can be protracted and re-
lapse if untreated, provider
awareness and timely clinical
recognition are critical to man-
aging the ongoing public health
impact.”
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Country Lake 
Atmosphere

FISHING

HUNTING

GOLFING

SHOPPING

Choice lots going fast!

Lake Forest

Moon 

Lake

Canteberry Meadows

On Site Natural Gas, Cable/Telephone & Water/Sewer 
All Underground utilities • Paved Streets • Attached garages 

Ranch/Capes/2-Story sites • Paved Drives & Walks  
Landscaped • Porch-decks  

15 minutes from Jackson, Hillsdale, & Adrian

12851 U.S. 12

Single Wides 

Sectionals 

Modulars 

Preowned Homes

S 
A 
L 
E 
S

Ideal Retirement $ 410.00 Monthly 
 Check Us Out!

In Somerset!
CHECK US OUT NO PROPERTY TAXES

The Areas 
Best Kept 

Secret

8743 U.S. 12

Wed. Thurs. Fri.
August 5,6,7

Cyclosporiasis outbreak raises awareness, increase in farmer stand business
A mixed bag of concern

Staci and Cory Hunt display their vegetable stand.

Loofy’s co-owner Travis McDonald finalized Brian Rideout’s
order in between questions and walk-ins. McDonald shared
his trust in their local veggie distributor and the safety meas-
ures his staff are using to ensure food is high quality and
safe.

“Only a few patrons have said,
‘Hold the lettuce on the sub.’” 

Travis McDonald
C o-owner, Loofy’s
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July 16

Property Security: Hewitt
Road; Property Security:
Hyde Road (3); Suspicious
Situation: Jefferson Road;
Personal Welfare: South Main
Street; General Non-Crimi-
nal: Marshall Street; Parking:
Brooklyn Road; Personal Wel-
fare: Constitution Avenue; Ac-
cident: Brooklyn Road; Fraud:
Nicole Drive; Domestic:
Brooklyn Road; Inspect Vehi-
cle: North Grand Pointe Drive;
General Non-Criminal: Irwin
Street; Disorderly: Jackson
Street; Larceny: Cook Street;
Ordinance Violation: North
Parker Street; 

July 17

General Non-Criminal: South
Stony Lake Road; Property
Security: Hyde Road (2);
Field Contact: Hyde Road; Hit
and Run: Golfview Drive;
Alarm: Brooklyn Road; Disor-
derly: Hill Court; Accident Pri-
vate Property: Brooklyn Road;
Personal Welfare: Eagle
Pointe Drive; Personal Wel-
fare: Jefferson Road; General
Assistance: Lions Lane; Run-
away: Ernest Street; 

July 18

Personal Welfare: Palo Alto
Drive; Property Security:
River Street; Property Secu-
rity: Hyde Road (2); Accident:

Brooklyn Road; Operating
While Intoxicated: South
Meridian Road; Parking:
South Main Street; Loud
Music: Eagle Point Road; Hit
and Run: Marshall Street;
Conservation: Constitution
Avenue; 

July 19

Operating While Intoxicated:
Brooklyn Road/Daugherty
Road; Property Security:
Hyde Road (2); Peace Officer:
Jefferson Road; Hit and Run:
Brooklyn Road; Parking: Hyde
Road; Domestic: Jefferson
Road; Parking: Oakwood Av-
enue; Domestic: Kelly Road;
Traffic Hazard: Coral Drive;
Domestic: Vicary Road; Ani-
mal Complaint: Marshall
Street; 

July 20

Property Security: Hyde
Road (2); Accident: Deland
Road; Disorderly: Finch
Street/Hyde Road; Peace Offi-
cer: Monroe Street; General
Non-Criminal: Palo Alto Drive;
Malicious Destruction of
Property: Vantage View;
Parking: North Main Street;
Field Contact: River Street; 

July 21

Field Contact: Jefferson
Road; Operating While Intox-
icated: Wamplers Lake Road;

Property Security: Hyde
Road; Accident: Jefferson
Road; Found Property: Jeffer-
son Road; Warrants: Sheridan
Street; Suspicious Situation:
Holiday Drive; General Assis-
tance: South Price Lake Drive;
Alarm: South Main Street;
Fraud: Hyde Road; Property
Security: Hyde Road; Per-
sonal Welfare: Hayes Road;
Warrants: Michigan Street;
Suspicious Situation: Hill
Court; Threats-Person: Ce-
ment City Road; Alarm:
Chicago Street; 

July 22

General Non-Criminal: East
Mill Pond Drive; Property Se-
curity: Hyde Road (2); Per-
sonal Welfare: South Main
Street; Conservation: Jeffer-
son Road; 

Columbia Charter Township
Fire Department Report

July 16

Rescue: South Main Street;
Rescue: Marshall Street; Res-
cue: Irwin Street;

July 18

Rescue: Palo Alto Drive; As-
sist other Agency- Fire:
South Meridian Road; Res-
cue: Somerset Drive; Rescue:
Marshall Street; Rescue: Palo
Alto Drive; 

July 19

Rescue: Taylor Road; Fire:
Coral Drive; Fire: Tejon Trail; 

July 20

Rescue: Sherman Street;
Rescue: Palo Alto Drive; 

July 21

Rescue: Constitution Avenue;
Rescue: Bellflower Drive; 

July 22

Rescue: East Mill Pond Drive;
Rescue: Marshall Street; Res-
cue: Cement City Road; Res-
cue: Hyde Road;

Columbia Charter Township police report

Pinetree Antiques & More

Different Merchandise Weekly
Good rental rates ~ good store location make this a wonderful experience

Full Line of Antiques
and Collectibles

129 N. MAIN STREET • ON THE SQUARE • BROOKLYN

Open Daily 10 to 5 • For information call 592-3808

ARTESIAN WELLS GARAGE 
Steven & Julie Haas, Prop. 

GOOD WORK WINS GOOD WILL 
 

• Towing 24 Hours • Brakes • Oil Changes         

• New & Used Tires • Overall Vehicle Repair 

18696 U.S. 127 • 517-206-6728 • Cement City MI

   Before the Woodward
Dream Cruise takes over
Metro Detroit, the journey be-
gins in Downtown Jackson.
   On Thursday, August 13,
from 5–8 p.m., automotive
enthusiasts, collectors, veter-
ans, families, and community
members are invited to expe-
rience “the Way to Wood-
ward: A Shelby Shelebration”
— a one-night extravaganza
officials say will bring to-
gether legendary vehicles,
racing history, live entertain-
ment, and the spirit of com-
munity.
   This event is a collabora-
tion between Mike Sadler of
Speed and Shine, Jackson
Cruise-In, and The Carroll
Collection. Together, these
partners are creating a
unique automotive experi-
ence designed to celebrate
automotive performance,
honor veterans, and show-
case downtown Jackson.
   “This event brings together
everything that makes the au-
tomotive community special
— incredible vehicles, pas-
sionate people, history, and a
shared love of speed,” said
Mike Sadler, owner of Speed
and Shine and host of Jack-
son Cruise-In. “The Way to
Woodward is about creating

an experience that enthusi-
asts and families will remem-
ber while celebrating the
incredible automotive culture
we have right here in Jack-
son.”
   The event is open to all
cars, not just Shelbys. The
first 350 to register cars will
receive an event T-shirt,
poster, goodie bag and be
registered for raffles every 15
minutes.

A celebration of 
automotive history

   Jackson has a legacy-rich
connection to Michigan’s au-
tomotive story, with genera-
tions of innovation,
craftsmanship, manufactur-
ing, and automotive passion
helping shape the commu-
nity’s identity.
   Way to Woodward cele-
brates that legacy by creating

a unique starting point for
enthusiasts traveling toward
the Woodward Dream Cruise
while introducing visitors to
Downtown Jackson. Guests
will experience an incredible
showcase of classic and
modern Mustangs, Shelby
vehicles, specialty perform-
ance cars, and rare historic
automobiles from the Carroll
Collection.
   One of the evening’s fea-
tured attractions will be the
legendary race car the 1966
FORD GT40 Hero Car show-
cased in the award-winning
film Ford v. Ferrari. This re-
markable race car pays trib-
ute to the Shelby-American
racing legacy and the historic
1966 Le Mans victory that
forever changed motor sports
history.

   Also, in recognition of the
nation’s 250th anniversary,
Way to Woodward will recog-
nize and celebrate local vet-
erans who share a passion
for automotive history, inno-
vation, and performance.
   Veterans will receive free
vehicle registration and have
a dedicated location within
the event where their vehi-
cles and stories can be cele-
brated by the community.
   Adding to the experience,
the Michigan Theatre of Jack-
son will host a free commu-
nity showing of Ford v Ferrari
from 5:30–8 p.m. at 124 N.
Mechanic Street. The film
provides the perfect back-
drop to celebrate the innova-
tion, determination, and
racing history behind these
legendary machines.
   The evening will also fea-
ture Nitro Jen, a high-energy
local classic rock band.
   The celebration will extend
throughout Downtown Jack-
son and Horace Blackman
Park, creating a destination
experience for automotive
enthusiasts, families, and vis-
itors of all ages.

The Way to Woodward Starts in Jackson: Inaugural “Shelby Shelebration”
celebrates automotive heritage, racing history, veterans, and community

Shelby ‘Shelebration’

The Class of 1976 will be spotlighted at the Onsted All School Reunion on August 1.
Photo courtesy of the Alumni Association historian Lisa Cyrus.

    The 26th Onsted All
School Reunion will be held
Saturday, August 1 at the
high school auditoria, with
doors opening for registration
at 1 p.m. 
    This year’s 2 p.m. pro-
gram highlights the class of
1976 along with the theme of
“Yearbooks and Journalism”.
Historical artifacts and light
refreshments will be available
along with time to mingle. 
    The event is hosted annu-
ally by the Onsted Alumni As-
sociation. Attendees do not
need to be a member of the
association to attend; how-
ever, the treasurer will be on
hand for anyone who would
like to pay the $10 dues to
join or renew. More informa-
tion may be found at
ohsalumni.weebly.com/ or
the Onsted Alumni Facebook
page at
facebook.com/groups/27710
947141 .

A gathering of Wildcats 



Village of Grass Lake 
119 N. Lake St., Grass Lake, MI 49240 

(517) 522-4550 
SYNOPSIS OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

The Grass Lake Village Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, July
7, 2026 at 7:04 PM at the Village Hall. 
Present: President David Keener, President Pro Tempore Jane Fitzgerald,
Council Member Gina Lammers, Council Member Wes Shemwell, and
Council 
Member Monica Stevenson Absent: Council Member Jennifer Stanton and
Council Member Cindy Popovitch, Staff Present: Village Manager Sabrina 
Edgar, Village DPW Supervisor Paul Lammers, Village Treasurer Julie
Muszynski, Village Clerk Jennifer Keener. Public: Joyce Sager, Joe
DeBoe, and 
Dick Jarzynka. 

Items Approved: 

1. Agenda for July 7, 2026 
2. Minutes from June 16, 2026 Regular Meeting 
3. Disbursements
4. Motion to a move a one-time transfer of $8,000.00 from the Building
Department to the Equipment Fund and to adopt the policy of 
transferring $40.00 of the $60.00 base permit fee from the Building De-
partment to the General Fund, quarterly, to provide for the 
overhead expenditures of the Building Department. 
5. Motion to provide Village Council support to Joyce Sager to wrap the
downtown black poles in red, white, and blue lights and to pay for the elec-
tric bills associated with them until January 6, 2027. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 

Prepared by Clerk Jennifer Keener.  
Approved by Village President David Keener 

Complete Copies of the meeting minutes are available at www.villageof-
grasslake.com or upon request from the Village Clerk. Office Hours are 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m., Monday – Thursday, closed between 12:00 p.m. and 1:00
p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by      
Jennifer Keener 

Village of Grass Lake, Clerk
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VILLAGE OF GRASS LAKE

WATERLOO TOWNSHIP
Public Hearing Notice –Waterloo Township 

Tuesday, August 18, 2026 at 7:00pm 

The Waterloo Township Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing
on Tuesday, August 18, 2026 at 7:00pm at the Waterloo Township Offices
located at 9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI 49259. The purpose of the
Public Hearing is to receive public comment on proposed text changes to
sections 11.11A1 and 11.11A3 on township kennels. A copy of the pro-
posed text changes may be viewed at the township offices during regular
business hours. 

Written comments should be mailed or emailed to the township offices,
9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith MI 49259 or dropped off prior to August 17th,
2026. 

Individuals with special needs requiring auxiliary aids or services should
contact the Waterloo Township Board by writing or calling the Clerk’s Of-
fice, 9773 Mt. Hope Rd, Munith, MI 49259. Phone: 517-
596-8400. 

Ralph Schumacher 
Planning Commission Secretary
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LEONI TOWNSHIP
LEONI TOWNSHIP OFFICE

913 FIFTH ST 
MICHIGAN CENTER MI 49254

517-764-4694 PHONE 

NOT I CE

The Leoni Township Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing,
Wednesday, August 19, 2026 at 6:00 P.M. in the Leoni Township Meeting
Hall, 913 Fifth St., Michigan Center, Michigan, 49254.

000-09-31-176-004-00 & 000-09-31-176-001-04
3306 E. Michigan Ave.
Wendy’s Properties LLC

Purpose of hearing:  Site Plan Review

Legal Description: 
000-09-31-176-001-4-00
BEG AT CEN OF SEC 31 TH N ALG N&S 1/4 LN OF SD SEC TO CEN
OF US-12 HWY TH SWLY ALG SD CEN LN 587.9 FT TO THE POB TH
SWLY ALG CEN OF SD HWY 209.4 FT TH N 202.61 FT TH NELY PAR
WITH CEN OF US-12 HWY 209.4 FT TH S 202.61 FT TO BEG. SEC 31
T2S R1E .98A

000-09-31-176-001-04
BEG AT CEN OF SEC 31 TH N ALG N&S 1/4 LN TO THE CEN LN OF
MICHIGAN AVETH S 71DEG 52'W 587.92 FT TH N 202.61 FT TO A PT
FOR PL OF BEG OF THIS DESCN TH N 353.24 FT TH S 89DEG 52'W
199 FT TH S 417.95 FT TH N 71DEG 52'E 209.4 FT TO BEG. SEC 31
T2S R1E 1.83 AC +/-

Cindy Norris, Clerk
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HANOVER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Hanover Township Planning Commission will be holding a public hear-
ing on Tuesday, August 18, 2026 at 7:00PM at the Hanover Township John
H. Tallis Boardroom at 311 Farview, Horton, MI 49246 to consider amend-
ing “ARTICLE IV ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS” of the Hanover
Township Zoning Ordinance.

An Ordinance to amend the Hanover Township Zoning Ordinance, as
amended, to allow and regulate the keeping of animals and to allow the
keeping of farm animals in the AG-1 and RS-1 districts. 

The proposed text may be viewed at the Township office during regular
business hours.

All persons having interest in the township or their duly appointed repre-
sentative will be heard at the Public Hearing.  All comments will be con-
sidered.

Members of the public may ask questions or provide input or comments
prior to the meeting by submitting such questions, input, or comments to
the Township Clerk by mail, email or by calling, Hanover Township, P.O.
Box 40, Horton, MI 49246, at clerk@hanover-twp.org, or 517-563-2791.
Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participa-
tion in the meeting should contact the Clerk at the email or telephone num-
ber provided herein at least six (6) hours in advance of the meeting to
request such assistance, or by using the Michigan Relay Center at 7-1-1
(TDD) before the meeting.

Rachel L. Heath
Hanover Township, Clerk
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It’s YOUR Business
By Cindy Hubbell, President/CEO

Irish Hills Regional
Chamber of Commerce

517-592-8907 • www.irishhills.com

Run Clark Lake takes place

on Saturday, August 1, begin-

ning at 8:30 a.m.  Go to run-

signup.com to register.  The

post-race party takes place at

the Beach Bar patio.  Pro-

ceeds benefit the maintenance

of the Spirit Trail.

Sunday, Aug 2 marks the

65th annual celebration of

Raft-O-Rama at Clark Lake.

The boat parade starts at

10:30 a.m. at the west end of

the lake and travels in a coun-

terclockwise direction.

St. Mark’s Lutheran

Church is holding Vacation

Bible School Monday, August 3

through Friday, August 7 from

9 am to noon.  All kids ages 4

to 12 are invited to join.  Go to

stmarksih.org for more infor-

mation or to register. 

US-12 Heritage Trail’s 180

Mile Garage Sale is coming up

Friday, August 7 to Sunday, Au-

gust 9.  Irish Hills Print Co

(the old Prehistoric Forest) has

spots for vendors for only $20

for the weekend.  Call (517)

258 4744 to reserve your spot.

The 127 World’s Longest

Garage Sale takes place

Thursday, August 6 through

Sunday, August 9.  

The Home Builder’s Asso-

ciation of Hillsdale, Jackson

and Lenawee’s inaugural Golf

Outing takes place on Friday,

August 7, beginning at 9 a.m.

at the Wolf Creek Golf Club in

Adrian.  Go to hbajmi.com for

more information. 

Ang & Co in Manitou

Beach Village is holding a

Rose’ and Blooms Weekend,

Friday, August 7 through Sun-

day, August 9.  Treat yourself

to wine tasting, charcuterie

boards, and create your own

fresh flower arrangement with

Black Dog Flower Co. Go to

angandco.net for more infor-

mation.  

Manitou Beach Farmers

and Crafter’s Market takes

place in Manitou Beach Vil-

lage on Devils Lake every Sat-

urday from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30

p.m. throughout the summer.

Questions for booth space,

e m a i l

mbcraftersmart@gmail.com or

call 419 377 5653.

The Walker Tavern Farm

and Craft Market takes place

on Sundays from 10 a.m. to 2

p.m.  Enjoy local produce,

homemade goodies, mer-

chants, and crafts every Sun-

day until the end of September. 

Check out the Irish Hills

community calendar at Irish-

Hills.com to find tons of events

going on in and around the

Irish Hills, including bike nights,

live music, classes, family fun

events, craft shows and more

   I have had a lot of great
conversations with folks in
the community, both perma-
nent residents and summer
visitors, about how great it is
to be in Brooklyn. I often brag
to people that we get to live
where people vacation.
Whether it’s our hometown-
proud 4th of July Parade, the
Kiwanis Flag program, play at
Swain Park, or our monthly
Bingo nights, there are a lot
of great things going on in our
town and in our club. It is pos-
itive encounters like those
that help us keep a stiff upper
lip even when we have some
setbacks. 
   We found ourselves dig-
ging in for that resilience after
the storm a couple of weeks
ago. The club took a bit of a
one-two punch when we saw
the damage to the play-
ground equipment at the
park, and the frayed fabric
and bent poles that affected
more than 50% of the flags in
our program. We couldn’t be
sad for long, however, be-
cause everywhere we turned
we had folks asking us if they
could help out. 
   Many people think they
have to be a member or com-
mit a lot of their time to help
out with Kiwanis and that’s
simply not true. While we are
always looking for more Ki-
wanians to join the club, there
are no bouncers keeping
folks out of our meetings, and

we don’t require a member-
ship card if you’d like to pitch
in and help out. In reality, we
welcome anyone who is inter-
ested to come to our monthly
meetings and folks of all ages
are welcome to do service in
the community with us. In
fact, it’s a great way to help
teach our future generations
the meaning of community. 
   It has me thinking that we
haven’t done a great job let-
ting folks know how they can
get involved in Kiwanis and
help out with the programs
that they love so much in our
community. So, we added a
new volunteer form to our
website at www.BrooklynKi-
wanisMI.com. If you are inter-
ested in receiving an email or
text when we are working on
one of our many programs -
flag building, park clean up,
parade or festival organiza-
tion, sewing and knitting, etc.
- you can sign up on our web-
site to receive an email letting
you know when and where
we will be doing the things
you are interested in and how
you can help. I’m here to tell
you that while we often say
that our club is small but
mighty, that’s not the way we
want or need it to be. We
need help! We need you to
help us keep the flags flying,
the parades parading, the
crafters crafting, the scholar-
ships scholarshipping… well
you get the point. We do love
the service we do in this great
community and if you’d like to

help us out, we’d love to have
you. 
   One last note, we cele-
brated the second anniver-
sary of Kiwanis Bingo this
month. Congratulations to
Debbie Hartwick who won
our coverall jackpot. Next
month, proceeds will benefit
our local teachers so come
on out and show your support
as our teachers and kiddos
get ready to head back to
school. 

   Mark your calendars: 
   Night meeting - Wednes-
day, 7/29, 6 p.m. at Jerry’s
Pub & Restaurant (please
R S V P
at brooklynkiwanismi@gmail.
com if you’d like to join us so
we can add you to our reser-
vation)
   Day meeting - Tuesday,
8/4, 11:30 a.m. in the back
room of the American Legion
in Brooklyn
   Bingo night - Wednesday,
8/19, doors open at 5 p.m.,
games start at 6 p.m.
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Debbie Hartwick who won the coverall jackpot at Kiwa-
nis Bingo. Presenting the check is Mark Holbert.

Kiwanis
Korner

By Chris Holbert
President, Brooklyn Kiwanis

Brooklyn Food Pantry
16590 US Hwy 12, Cement City, MI

(517) 513-1223

Distribution Dates
The Brooklyn Food Pantry will be 

distributing food on the following dates:

Tuesday, August 4th, from 10:00 to 2:00
Thursday, August 6th, from 10:00 to 2:00
Tuesday, August 18th, from 10:00 to 2:00
Thursday, August 20th, from 10:00 to 2:00

Tuesday, September 1st, from 10:00 to 2:00
Thursday, September 3rd, from 10:00 to 2:00
Tuesday, September 15th, from 10:00 to 2:00
Thursday, September 17th, from 10:00 to 2:00

Tuesday, October 6th, from 10:00 to 2:00
Thursday, October 8th, from 10:00 to 2:00
Tuesday, October 20th, from 10:00 to 2:00

Thursday, October 22nd, from 10:00 to 2:00

Reminder: If Columbia Schools close
due to weather, the Pantry is closed. 

Distributions are limited to one per client per week
Please return empty boxes that are in good condition.

Building Campaign Update

Brooklyn Food Pantry President Bob Wahr reports that the
Brooklyn Food Pantry  building campaign fundraising “is
doing extremely well.”

“We are only $30,000 short of our goal of $150,000.  We
are very excited about the community support we have re-
ceived,” he noted.

He said that volunteers at the food pantry recently raised
more than $3,100 toward the building fund demonstrating
their commitment on top of the countless hours they have
devoted to helping relieve food insecurities in our commu-
nity.

“We hope to reach our fundraising goal by Labor Day
which coincides with our plan to start construction in the fall.”

The Brooklyn Food Pantry is a 501(c)3 organization which
means donations are tax-deductible.  Donations are ac-
cepted by check designating "Building Fund" and can be
mailed to PO Box 122, Brooklyn, MI 49230. If you wish to
donate online, please visit our website at www.brooklynfood-
pantry.com.

The new building (2,400 square foot pole building) will be
constructed at the corner of Irwin and Sheridan streets in the
Village of Brooklyn. Construction will start once our engi-
neered plans have been approved by the Village and build-
ing permits are issued.  “Our contracted engineering firm has
stated that building plans will be ready for submission to the
Village of Brooklyn no later than mid-September,” said Wahr.

What’s up at the Brooklyn Food Pantry?
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417 S. Main St. • Brooklyn, MI • Tel: 517.592.3205 bankmichigan.bank

Here for you. 
Here for our 
community.

For more than 100 years, Bank Michigan has believed 
strong communities start with local commitment. 
That’s why we’re proud to offer competitive rates 

most of every dollar so you can focus on making a 

Adolf Hetke

Adolf “Al” Hetke, age
85 of Brooklyn, went
home to be with the
Lord on Sunday, July
19, 2026.  Al’s family
and friends will gather
on Wednesday, July
22, 2026, from 3 p.m.
to 7 p.m., with a vigil
scripture service at 7
p.m. at Eineder Funeral
Homes, Brooklyn Chapel. A
Mass of Christian Burial will
be held on Thursday, July 23,
2026, at 11 a.m. following vis-
itation at 10 a.m. at St. Rita
Catholic Church, Clarklake,
Mich. Rev. Fr. Bosco
Padamattummal will serve as
celebrant. Burial to follow at
Jefferson Cemetery.
Al was born on November

13, 1940, in Kalisch, Ger-
many, to Siegesmund and
Anastasia (Gularski) Hetke.
At the age of 15, Al boarded
the USS General W.C. Lang-
fitt with his family and set sail
for a new life in America. De-
termined to make the best of
every opportunity this new
country gave him, Al worked

hard to make
friends, learn Eng-
lish, and rise to the
top of his class.  He
graduated from
Cass Technical
High School and a
few years later,
married his high
school sweetheart,
Sylvia Doddie. They

were married on June 16,
1962, in Detroit, Mich. 
Al continued his education,
earning a metallurgical engi-
neering degree from General
Motors Institute (Kettering), a
master’s degree in manufac-
turing systems from the Uni-
versity of Michigan, and an
MBA from Michigan State.

God blessed Al and Sylvia
with three wonderful children,
Kurt, Erich, and Angie. While
they were growing up, Al
coached baseball, led Boy
Scouts, and never missed a
daddy-daughter dance. He
was a loving father and hus-
band who provided for his
family in every way he knew
how.

Al worked for Ford Motor

Company and VP market de-
velopment nemak for several
years before starting his own
company, Hetke Consulting,
in 1998. He spent the next 27
years bettering the
processes of aluminum cast-
ing and held several patents. 

Al never truly retired, but as
the years passed and he was
blessed with grandchildren,
he began to enjoy other hob-
bies. He and Sylvia moved to
Lake Columbia in Brooklyn,
Mich., and embraced life on
the lake. From fishing with his
grandchildren to making sure
the jet ski was running to pi-
loting the pontoon, Al made
sure that everyone around
him had a good time. He en-
joyed gardening and had the
most beautiful hydrangea
bushes that Lake Columbia
has ever seen. Al also loved
the years of driving his grand-
children across the US in the
RV and taking trips to see
friends and family, and was a
longtime parishioner of St.
Rita Catholic Church in Clark
Lake.

Al is survived by his wife of

64 years, Sylvia; his children,
Kurt (Jamie) Hetke, Erich
(Angie) Hetke, and Angie
(Steve) McKee, as well as 10
grandchildren: Veronica,
Luke, Cade (Ariel), Tanner
(Georgia), Tyler, Grace, Troy,
Nathan, Josh, and Greta, his
brother-in-law: Jack (Doris)
Doddie, and many nieces
and nephews. He is pre-
ceded in death by his par-
ents, his sister, Grette Harris,
and great-grandson, Asher
Hetke.

Al lived a life of persever-
ance, determination, and
love. He overcame adversity
with humility and encouraged
others to do the same. He
created a legacy that lives on
in the hearts and lives of all
who knew him.

Memorial contributions can
be made to Lewy Body De-
mentia (LBD)
at lbda@lbda.org . Please
leave a message of comfort
for Al’s family or sign his
guestbook at www.Eineder-
FuneralHomes.com.

Adolf Hetke

Obituaries
Adolf Hetke

Richard "Dick"
Reinhold Filter-
Richard "Dick"

Reinhold Filter, age 95,
passed away peacefully at
his home on Friday, July
17,2026.Dick was born on
August 25, 1930, in Adrian,
Michigan, to Reinhold and
Dorris Filter. Heproudly
served in the United States
Army during the Korean War.
He also playedsemi-profes-
sional football for the Adrian
Big Reds. In 1954, he mar-
ried Phyllis M. Ehlinger, and-
together they built a loving
family and shared a lifetime
together.He retired from
American Chain & Cable,

where he worked for 33
years as a Tool and
DieMaker.Dick found joy in
the simple pleasures of life.
He loved tending to the gar-
den with his wife,Phyllis, as
well as spending time on the
golf course and fishing.He is
survived by his wife, Phyllis,
and their children, Connie
Sturtevant; Mark Filter and
his wife,Penny; and Gary Fil-
ter and his wife, Diana.He is
also survived by his grand-
children, John Sturtevant and
his wife, Kiyoko; Paul Sturte-
vant;Matt Filter; Josh Filter;
Andrea Filter; and Brian Filter
and his wife, Madi; and his-
great-grandchildren, Ken-

shiro, Rei, and Ayaka Sturte-
vant; and Nicole, Cheynne,
and ConnorWortley.He is fur-
ther survived by his siblings,
Sue Adams, Butch Filter, and
Ken Filter.He was preceded
in death by his parents, Rein-
hold and Dorris Filter; his
son, Richard Filter; hisdaugh-
ter-in-law, Patricia Filter; and
his great-granddaughter,
Akane Sturtevant.A private
funeral service for close fam-
ily will be held at North Rome
Cemetery. The service willbe
officiated by Reverend Bryan
Varblow of St. Mark's
Lutheran Church. Full military
honors willbe conducted by
the Onsted American Le-

gion.Memorial contributions
may be made in Dick's mem-
ory to St. Mark's Lutheran
Church inBrooklyn, Michigan.

Richard ‘Dick’ Reinhold Filter

Ronald Lee Bel-
man, age 63, of
Norvell, MI, passed
away, July 24,
2026.  He was born
May 8, 1963, in
Hudson, MI, the son
of Robert & Marsha
(Coffey) Belman.
On May 19, 1995,
he married Susan
Weinstein, she survives.

Ronald retired from Lynair
Inc., after 30 years of service,
where he made very special

friendships.   He loved
riding his Harley
Davidson motorcycle.
Ronald made sure his
lawn at home was im-
maculate.  He likes
playing darts, shut the
box and shoot the s**t
on Friday nights with
his brother and sister
in law, Russel & Sh-

eryl, uncle Dan and cousin,
Kim.  In addition to his wife
Susan Belman, he is sur-
vived by his sons, Matthew

(Meghan Martin) Belman and
Matthew (Kristana) Diehl; his
daughter, Kellie Bays; his
grandchildren; Tristianna
"Anna" Delaney, Bentley
Waybright and Tyler Way-
bright; his father, Robert
(Gail) Belman; his siblings,
Randy (Debbie) Belman,
Russel (Sheryl) Belman and
Raina (Kevin) Ohm; many
nieces and nephews; special
uncle, Daniel Whetstone and
special friend Maggie Mae.
He was preceded in death by

his mother, Marsha Belman;
two sons, Jeffrey Villeneuve
and Justin Villeneuve.  Visita-
tion will be held on Sunday
August 2, 2026, from 12:00
PM to 3:00 PM at Purse Fu-
neral Home, 2959 N. Adrian
Hwy, Adrian, MI.  Memorial
Service will follow at 3:00 PM
at the Purse Funeral Home in
Adrian, MI.  Private Burial will
take place at a later date in
Norvell Twp. Cemetery.
www.PurseFuneralHome.com

Ronald 

Belman

Ronald Lee Belman

Death notices
Cierra Sowle, Jackson County clerk, reports the follow-

ing recent recorded deaths: 

Robert J. Hagerman, 80. Fayette Township; 
Wayne Odell Payton, 31, Jackson;
Robert Keith Potter, 77, Blackman Township;
Dina Lee Thompson, 84, Leoni Township;
Marie Augusta Castle, 61, Moscow Township;
Larry Leonard Nau, 74, Rives Township;
Randolph Lee Weiner, 73, Ann Arbor;
Darrell Joseph Shrum, 62, Columbia Township;
Robert Duane Stokes, 45, Jackson;
Judith Marylin Soles, 82, Henrietta Township;
Joan Louise French, 81, Blackman Township;
Roy Thomas Bartlett, 72, Jackson;
Dionte Martinez Croft, 30, Blackman Township;
Joanne Hoover, 78, Henrietta Township;
Cary Ann Willoughby, 58, Jackson;
Rubio Dolores Imelda Sanchez, 89, Spring Arbor;
Ernst Charles Hessler Jr. 78, Kinderhook;
Gay Marie Flores, 68, Summit Township;
Charity Estelle Brown. 91, Summit Township;
Lois Rae Hunt, 94, Summit Township;
Conner Andrew Pacunas, 18, Parma;
Barry Duane Gallentine, 83, Summit Township;
Charles Douglas Holland, 88, Norvell Township;
John Rene Verbecken, 84, Summit Township;
Karen Jean Fletcher, 81, Grass Lake Township;
John Robert Carrick, 52, Norvell Township;
Nicole Leigh Chamberlain, 40, Springport Township;
Michael John Mullins, 71. Spring Arbor Township;
Isabell Peterson, 78, Jackson;
Muystafa Salameh, 42, Jackson;
Susan Ruth Campbell, 77, Jackson;
Janice Elaine Deboe- Havens, 88, Spring Arbor Township;
Todd Daniel O’Dell, 60, Leoni Township;
Kim Maxine Wireman, 63, Woodstock Township;
Bradley Sherwood, 56, Blackman Township;
David Brooks Andrews Sr., 70, Summit Township;
Brian David Correll, 71, Tompkins Township;
Nelladene Ruth Poole, 63. Rives Township;
Colleen J. Tripp, 91, Brooklyn;
Cliffoed Edmond Verbecken, 90, Grass Lake;
Glenn Thomas Miller, 83, Blackman Township;
Thomas Edward Phelps, 72, Jackson;
Jennifer Ann Williams, 59, Summit Township;
Ruth Ann Bunker, 88, Napoleon Township;
Kenneth Robert Dinges, 48, Jackson;
Terry Bradley Hollenbaugh, 57, Hanover Township;
Ronald May Harper, 81, Summit Township;
Ricky Leroy Rice, 69, Concord Township;

Star Theatre update

Cody Morehead (left) and Rachel Smith gave away popcorn and seat cushions at Brook-

lyn’s Art in the Park last week. The two were representing the Star Theatre, and More-

head noted that progress is steadily being made in refurbishing the Brooklyn

institution. “It is going really well,” and we plan on getting the roof done soon,” he said,

adding that Columbia Central High School Leadership Development class recently

spent time working on the theatre. “They students worked hard  — even filling an entire

dumpster full of waste.” noted Morehead. Donations can me made at www.restorethes-

tar.com/donate.
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site work, grading,
driveways.

Call Crosslake Construction.
(517) 937-6979

tf

site work, grading,
driveways.

Call Crosslake Construction.
(517) 937-6979

Aoto 1 cycle & ATTV – Great prices,
eat service! 9934 W. U.S. 223,
ome Center. 517-467-9311
ww.moto1cycle.com tf

M H
fRetired carpenter offfer

handyman work and ho
improvement Call Mark 517-9
8184 25tf

LIBERTY TOWNSHIP ACCURACY TEST
NOTICE

T

Notice Hereby Given that a public accuracy test for the Primary Electi
o be held on Tuesday August 4th 2026 will be conducted on Thursd

August 30, 2026 at 9:00 am at the Liberty Toownship Hall, 101 West Libe
Road, Clarklake, MI 49234. This accuracy test will be held to test the pr
grams to be used in processing ballots for the Primary Election, which w
be held August 4, 2026. All interested persons are invited to attend.
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PLEASE TAAKE NOTICE: a public hearing to renew the
ROAD MAINTENANCE special assessment district wi
P.M. on Wednesday, August 12, 2026 at the Cambridg
9990 W. M-50, Onsted, Michigan.

PLEASE TAAKE FURTHER NOTICE: that the district wi
provements are to be made and within which the costs
posed to be assessed is more particularly described as:
designated by tax number set out in Exhibit A attached
porated herein by reference being located within the limi
of Cambridge, Lenawee County, Michigan.

PLEASE TAAKE FURTHER NOTICE: that the said plan
sessment district may be examined at the offfice of the Too
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A public hearing will be held on the 14th day o
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ment District known as the MEADOW LANE D
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The amount of funding and the cost to each p
ination at the Cambridge Toownship offfice dur
(8:00 A.M. to Noon and 1:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M
beginning with the date of first publication of n

APPEARANCE AND PROTEST ATT THIS HE
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T

L

ARING
STRICT

MARSH/LYYSTER
ill be held at 6:40
ge Toownship Hall,

thin which the im-
s thereof are pro-
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hereto and incor-
ts of the Toownship

ns and special as-
wnship Clerk from
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or any adjourned date thereof, at the
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tions to the confirmation of the Spec
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NANCE special assessment district.

The amount of funding and the cost
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(8:00 A.M. to Noon & 1:00 P..M. to 5:
ginning August 24, 2021.
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parcel is available for exam-
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M.-Monday through Friday)
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THIS HEARING TO CONFIRM THE
REQUIRED IN ORDER TO APPEAL
ASSESSMENT TO THE STAATTE TAAX

or her agent (with the owners written
at the hearing to protest the Special
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Rick W. Richardson, Clerk
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Any written comments for or against this action will b
Cambridge Toownship offfice, 9990 W. M-50, Box 417, O
49265 up to and including the time of the public hearing

Rick W. R
Camb
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By JACKIE KOCH
Meadowbrook Media

More than 50 years ago Dexter Days began
as a yearly sidewalk sale, and over the decades
it evolved into a bigger event with crafters and
more. In 2024 the Dexter Area Chamber of Com-
merce took over the event operations, renamed
it the Dexter Summer Festival, and will host this
year’s event Friday and Saturday, Aug. 7 and 8.

A“WWee are a very non-traditional chamber. A  lot
of chambers, they do all those businessy things,
you know, lunch and learns, and seminars, and

Wthat kind of stuffff. Wee tried that, and that’s not
what our businesses want. Our businesses want
to show investment in the community and be part
of a good time,” said chamber president Becky
Cobler.

The Dexter Summer Festival, like all the
chamber events, is supported by various busi-
nesses that Cobler said are “the essence of what
small town is supposed to be.”

The festival will begin at 10 a.m. Aug. 7. The
social tent will open at 11 a.m. each day and
there will be performances in the social district
throughout the festival. Some of the scheduled
musical entertainment in the social district in-
cludes the bands The Gravel Shakers, Outbound
Packard, the Step Aside Band, Randy Brock, The

TDave Boutette Trrio, Cadillac Cowboys, Revival
T– a Trribute to the Allman Brothers, and Still

Rain.
The festival will offffer a variety of vendors,

a children’s area called the Action Zone at Mill
Creek Park North with bounce houses, putt-putt
golf, magicians, free balloon animals, demonstra-
tions from the robotics team at Dexter Commu-
nity Schools and more. “The parents can literally

flop down on a bench and turn the kids loose
because with our volunteers and National Honor
Society and the business that provides all the
bounce houses, there is plenty of supervision for
the kids, and everything is completely free,” she

Asaid. A  children’s entrepreneur zone will show-
case kids with businesses.

Entertainment in the Action Zone includes a
TCopper Toom jump around party, Dexter Drama,

Animal Magic, Kevin Devine, a live perfor-
mance by Bri’s Bubbles and demonstrations by
the Black Belt Academy.

s festivities will be capped ofFriday night’ fff
with fireworks, sponsored by Dexter Orthodon-
tics. Saturday morning at 10 a.m. the festival
parade will travel through downtown Dexter,
and on Saturday evening the family-friendly film
“The Princess Bride” will be shown outdoors on
a large screen in the Dexter Amphitheater.

“WWee’ve added more things this year,” said Co-
bler. “There’s a cornhole tournament, and bingo,
and trivia, so we wanted to do more interactive
things for adults, not just wandering around the

Wpark… Wee have situated the event so it is all
contained within the social district.”

The social tent is a fundraiser for the Dexter
Area Fire Department, where beer, wine coolers
and seltzers will be sold.

Previous years have included a choreographed
flash mob dance, and this year the tradition will
continue.

“It’s just crazy what a little town can do when
people buy in,” Cobler said. “I’ve been in a lot of
places and I’m just so grateful we landed on this
little map dot because who knew it was going to
be such a wonderful place.”

Find a schedule of entertainment and activi-
ties at dextersummerfestival.com.

The Croswell: “Matilda”
The Croswell Opera House will present the

musical, “Matilda,” based on the novel by Roald
Dahl, starting Thursday
the story of a young girl with astonishing intelli
gence and powers as she triumphs over indif
parents and a cruel headmistress, and learns that
everyone has the power to change their story.

Matilda is treated poorly by her parents but sh
finds support and encouragement in her teacher,
Miss Honey. While the headmistress, Miss
TTrrunchbull, hates children and loves punishment
for those who don’t follow her rules, Matilda has
the courage and cleverness to be the saving grace
that the students need.

“Matilda” will have a performance at 7:30
p.m. Aug. 6 as well as at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 8; 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 9; 7:30
p.m. Thursday and Friday, Aug. 13 and 14; 2:30
and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 15; and 2:30 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 16.

Tickets range from $26 to $46 for adults and
$16 to $26 for students, available at croswell.
org or by calling 517-264-7469. The Croswell is
located at 129 E. Maumee St., Adrian.

Macon Creek: The Myriad Project and
Chris “Chilly” Rodriguez

Deexxter Summer Festival
set for Aug. 7-8

Out and
mor

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TAn exhibit of the nature-inspired art of Taaina
Mantey is now on display in the Visitors 
Center of Hidden Lake Gardens.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

he

t
s
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org for further details.
Hidden Lake Gardens: Floral Paintings by

TTaaina Mantey
TThe floral paintings of Adrian artist Taaina

VMantey will be on display in the Viisitors Cen-
ter of Hidden Lake Gardens, 6214 Monroe Rd.,
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By Michelle McLemore
Staff writer

    Changes are coming to
the Irish Hills Music Festival.
    Jason Lake, CEO and
Manager of the Irish Hills
Music Festival and collabora-
tors have reviewed the 2025
kickoff experience and made
some changes to ensure the
second annual free festival
and benefit is even better for
the September 12, 2026
event.
    Lake shared that most of
the 14 bands and food trucks
have been secured for all-day
entertainment on two stages
at the Onsted American Le-
gion Post #550. Now the
team is accepting vendor ap-
plications.

“We are looking for custom
crafters, artists, health/well-
ness professionals and
wares, musical instrument
vendors, and information
booths on music instruction,
programs, and teachers.”
    IHMF was founded in
memory of three local musi-

cians who dedicated their
lives to bring music to the
Irish Hills. Jim Kilpatrick, Bob
Williams and Doug Lake
played in many bands to-
gether. They also played with
many of the musicians who
are performing in the festival.
Their passion for music was
handed off to their children as
well. Benny Kilpatrick (drum-
mer Jaded Soul), Jamie
Williams (drummer of the
Stray Shot Band), and Jason
Lake (musician with Jaded
Soul) have picked up the
family tradition and will be
performing in the festival. 
    The Michigan Parkinson’s
Foundation was chosen as
one of the benefactors be-
cause both Doug and Jason
Lake suffer from a rare form
of Parkinson’s. 
    This year, Vendor Alley will
be on the main lot entrance
with room for up to 47 ven-
dors. However, booths may
be combined if requested or
reserved early. Spaces are
$40 for a 12’x12’, non-pow-

ered booth. Vendors must
provide their own tents/ta-
bles/and display equipment.
Set up begins at 10 a.m. and
vendors are expected to be
present at their booths from
noon to 7 p.m.
    Food trucks will be in the
north Legion parking lot this
year. Along with the food and
entertainment, a charity bake
sale, two drink centers, a
wellness center, cash raffles,
and giveaways will be part of
the fun.
    Interested vendors may
apply at irishhillsmusicfesti-
val.com/sign-up/ or inquire for
more information at (517)
438-1579 or info@irish-
hillsmusicfestival.com.
    Lake also shared, “IMHF
is always looking for dona-
tions to continue to keep this
live concert going. In particu-
lar, additional business/cor-
porate sponsorships could
help tremendously. ‘You are
the Difference.’”

By Michelle McLemore
Staff writer

Melinda Courington is
using Wildcat motivation to
start up a Middle School PTO
program and launch a color
run as its first fundraiser. The
event will allow participants to
choose between a 1 mile or
5K course for runners and
walkers. It is open to every-
one and is scheduled for
September 19, with a rain
date of September 20. 

Middle School Principal
Phil Stark explained, “Our
goal is to create a fun com-
munity event while raising
funds to support Onsted Mid-
dle School students and
staff.”

Business, individual, and
community sponsorships will
propel the event, and fund
balance, to a positive kickoff.
Sponsorships are set up
across four monetary levels
with some offering booth
space at the event along with
various levels of advertising.
Stark added, “We will also
offer a ‘Sleeper Sponsor’ op-
tion for those who want to
support the event by paying
the registration fee without
participating, as well as an
option to make an additional
donation during checkout.”

Funds raised will be pooled

into the PTO account with
one of the organization’s first
objectives to support the Pos-
itive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports (PBIS) pro-
gram beginning its third year
at the middle school. Stark
shared, “I've used the PBIS
program heavily in elemen-
tary school as Dean of Stu-
dents because discipline and
PBIS go hand in hand.”

Stark explained the PBIS
framework revolves around
three building  expectations:
Be Respectful, Be Responsi-
ble, and Be Resilient.
“Through the PBIS system,
students earn tickets in which
they may redeem for items
like cookies, tangible items,
and spirit gear. Also, students
who achieve, are without be-
havioral referral, and have
good standing attendance re-
ceive an extra incentive at
each nine weeks. Examples
include a trip to the movies,
movie/popcorn day, and or
hands on activities. The
whole system revolves
around rewarding positive
leadership quality behavior.”

Those interested in learn-
ing more about becoming a
color run event sponsor may
contact Courington at 517-
902-9929 or email
oespto@onstedschools.us.
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New PTO  throwing a
Color Run fundraiser 
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PUBLIC AUCTION

Estate Auction 

Big Selection of Roseville Pottery * Jewelry and Pocket Watches * Large Royal Family Collection * Antiques *
Toys incl Star Wars, TNMT, Ghost Busters, Star Trek, Super Heroes and more *  Royal Doulton * Advertising
Tins * Artwork * Great Smalls * Stoneware * Clocks * German Steins  * Cookie Jar Collection * Edison Wax

Cylinder Player and Table Top Victrola * Ephemera, Victorian Albums, Antique Photos * Spelter Figurine Collec-
tion * Instruments incl. Saxophone and Harmonicas * Antique Cage Fans * Porcelain Dolls * Bookends * Moun-

tain Bikes More!

Coleman Lanterns and Cook Stoves * Cast Iron Cookware * Big Selection of Yard Tools * Reddy Heater *
Honda Push Mower * Honda Power Washer * Snow Blower * Ladders * Chain Saws * Craftsman 16 Drawer
Chest on Chest Toolbox & Large Husky Tool Box * Coleman Quiet Generator * Nice Selection of Hand Tools,

Air Tools and Battery Op * Industrial Revolving Parts Hardware Bin/Display * 

Thursday August 6th @ 10am

5121 Michigan Ave., Tipton, MI
Questions? Call David Helmer

734.368.1733
Details and Pics

@ BraunandHelmer.com
Braun and Helmer 

Auction Service Inc.

Music, Art, and Wellness

Preparing to party: I.H.
Music Fest call for vendors

Bille Lewis and The Soulbacks were one of several area musical groups that donated their time and talents to the

2025 Irish Hills Music Festival and Fundraiser. Photo by Michelle McLemore

Pinetree Antiques & More

Different Merchandise Weekly
Good rental rates ~ good store location make this a wonderful experience

Full Line of Antiques
and Collectibles

129 N. MAIN STREET • ON THE SQUARE • BROOKLYN

Open Daily 10 to 5 • For information call 592-3808


