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What’s up in the hills?

KING OF THE HILL: Former Adrian resident Nathan
Wakefield purchased Mystery Hill, and will host a free
carnival this Saturday. See our entertianment page in-
side for details.

BARBEQUE IS KING: A new generation is drumming
up business in a big way and championing the Irish
hills in the process - see inside.

Hidden Lake Gardens is celebrating a century of
growth. Above, Harry Fee, the founder of Hidden Lake
Gardens, is shown in a 1945 photograph. See story
inside.

Man
drowns
in Big
Wolf
Lake

By John Hummer

Editor

Wayne Odell Payton, 31, of
Jackson, died late last Friday af-
ternoon, July 10, in what police
say is a drowning on Big Wolf
Lake in Napoleon Township, ac-
cording to preliminary investiga-
tion.

On July 10, 2026, at 4:51
p.m., Jackson County Central
Dispatch received a 911 call re-
porting a swimmer in distress on
Big Wolf Lake who had gone
underwater and failed to resur-
face.

In their preliminary investiga-
tion report, police say Payton
was visiting friends on the north
side of the lake. He and a co-
worker had gone out on the lake
in a boat and entered the water
to cool off from the extreme
heat. While they were in the
water, the boat began drifting
away from them.

Police say the co-worker was
able to swim back to the boat,
regain control of it, and return
toward Payton’s location. De-
spite those efforts, Payton was
unable to reach the boat. A flota-
tion device was thrown to him,
but he was unable to reach it be-
fore it drifted away. Witnesses
reported that Payton went under-
water several times before ulti-
mately failing to resurface. The
co-worker immediately called
911.

Emergency responders from
numerous agencies were dis-
patched to the scene, and an ex-
tensive multi-jurisdictional
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Howdy folks!

Hidden Lake Gardens

Clark Lake Golf Course
& Restaurant sold

Story and photo

By John Hummer

Editor

Clark Lake Golf Course &
Restaurant is under new owner-
ship. A group of six men took
over as owners effective June
30, 2026. Tony Spink, who is
one of the owners of Calderone
Golf Club in Grass Lake, is one
of the six co-owners who will
serve as the onsite manager of
operations.

The other five co-owners are
Stan Grouse, one of Spink’s
ownership partners at
Calderone; Ken Datte, his other
partner at Calderone; Joe Eisele,
Ron Beurmann, and Alex Per-
los. Beurmann is recently retired
as PGA pro at Jackson Country
Club for 35 years. Spink said
that Beurmann will likely bring
in a lot of golfers from the coun-
try club.

The 214-acre, 27-hole prop-
erty includes a new cement
patio, modern irrigation, and a
revitalized kitchen among other
major improvements from the
previous owners. The publicized
asking price of the property was
$2.85 million.

The group purchased the fa-
cility from Charlene and Mike
McHugh who took over owner-
ship from Domenick Forgione
in early 2022. “We put in a sub-
stantial amount,” Charlene said.
“We bought equipment for the
golf course, all new furniture for
both the club room (where the
new bar is), we put in the patio
– 100 cubic yards of cement –
it’s huge. We got the equipment
for the outdoor kitchen, and
made [indoor] kitchen improve-
ments. It’s a bittersweet thing to
sell it, but it was time to let
somebody else take over. I’m

excited to watch the transforma-
tion happen now that somebody
else with new ideas and differ-
ent ways to do things is taking
over – I think it’s going to be
better. I’m excited to watch the
new improvements that will
come about because of their
ownership. I think it’s just going
to continue to improve over
time. It’s going to be outstand-
ing.”

Charlene noted that when she
and her husband purchased it, it
was never meant to be a long-
term investment. “We knew it
was in dire need of improve-
ments,” she stated. “We didn’t
want to see it sold for real estate
reasons. We wanted to keep the
golf course and restaurant alive
and improve it. That was our
goal.” Unfortunately, Charlene’s

Crunching the numbers

Napoleon Township receives
perfect audit score

By John Hummer
Editor

Napoleon Township re-
ceived a perfect score on its
assessment roll and prac-
tices audit, as required by
Public Act 660 of 2018. The
audit was conducted by Rea-
son Consulting on behalf of
the State Tax Commission. It
is not easy to “bat a thou-
sand” with something as de-
tailed as township assessing
rolls.

The audit consists of 12
technical compliance review
items and three substantial
compliance review items.
Based on the findings of the
audit, the township was
given the designation of
“substantially compliant”.

Napoleon Township was
the only township on the
eastern side of Jackson
County in the Exponent
readership area to receive a
perfect score on its assess-
ing audit. Other townships in
Jackson County that re-
ceived a perfect score were
Henrietta, Liberty, Parma,
Pulaski, Spring Arbor, and
Springport townships. The

City of Jackson also received
a perfect score on its assess-
ing audit.

Michigan townships have
assessing audits conducted
on a cycle of every five
years. This year was the
year for Jackson County au-
dits. The audit covers the
2026 assessing roll, from
April 1, 2025 to March 31,
2026.

“We are very pleased the
PA660 state audit of our as-
sessing found no deficien-
cies at all,” said Napoleon
Township Supervisor Dan
Wymer. “We recently
switched from having our
own in-house assessor to
outsourcing the work and
were a little nervous, since
we had never done that be-
fore. All Level Assessing,
LLC has done an excellent
job for us at an affordable
price. Their wide breadth of
experience from working with
other townships is an impor-
tant asset they brought with
them.”

“This audit makes sure
that assessors are doing
what the state would con-

sider to be the minimum
amount of work required to
have good assessments and
being adequately transpar-
ent with the public to the
standard that they was set
forth in Public Act 660,” said
Jackson County Equalization
Director Joe Van Hassel.
“They’re making sure the
Board of Review stuff is all
accurate, including any of the
changes that would have oc-
curred during that time, mak-
ing sure that the proper
guidelines are in place for
poverty exemptions, and
making sure that the informa-
tion is available online, that
people have a way to contact
their assessor – stuff along
those lines.”

The same company – All
Level Assessing, LLC – that
does Napoleon Township’s
assessing work is the same
company that does the as-
sessing for several of the
other townships that re-
ceived perfect scores.

“A lot of these companies
are very good at this,” Van
Hassel explained. “When
you have an assessing com-

pany, getting a perfect score
can almost become routine –
they do everything the same
way every time – make sure
all the boxes are checked.”

Van Hassel said that
something as simple as a
township not having its as-
sessing department hours
posted on its website can put
a small black mark on their
assessing audit, but, he said,
“Those small things can be
quickly fixed.”

If a township or other local
unit of government has
enough incorrect items on its
audit, it must do a corrective
action plan, Van Hassel
noted.  Township audits are
pass-fail. “They get recogni-
tion if there is a perfect re-
view.”

Van Hassel said local units
shouldn’t hesitate to reach
out to the county or the state
if they need help with their
assessing audit. “We’re just
trying to make everyone bet-
ter – to make sure they’re all
being treated fairly and equi-
tably.”

New Clark Lake Golf Course & Restaurant co-owner Tony Spink and his fiancé, Angie
Sharp, stand on the deck overlooking the course.

See Golf course page 3

“I’m bringing my expertise in the turf field to get the
golf course in the condition that it needs to be in.” 

Tony Spink
Co-owner, Clark Lake Golf Course



Story and photos
By John Hummer

Editor
The Columbia School Dis-

trict board held a special
meeting last Wednesday to
discuss its budget deficit and
ended up spending the sec-
ond half of a two-hour, 15-
minute marathon meeting
talking about the possibility of
moving Columbia Options
High School to the main Co-
lumbia Central campus.

The board was overall
pleasantly surprised with the
budget presentation by
Rhonda Potts, the district’s
business manager.

“I think we can feel good
about what we heard,” said
Board President Tim Creech.
What was originally projected
to be a nearly $1.3 million
budget deficit is now, worst-
case scenario $400,000, and
best-case scenario $185,000
heading into the district’s new
fiscal year that began July 1.
That is due to budget amend-
ments that occurred over the
last couple weeks of the fiscal
year, both on the revenue
and expense sides.

“Budget years hinge on the
prior year,” explained Potts.”I
can’t stress enough – these
numbers will change.”

“Most years we would have
an amended budget after we
received the final audited
statements from our account-
ing firm,” said Bob Wahr,
board vice president who has
been on the school board for
many years. Wahr noted that
it’s easy to question expendi-
tures, but categorical federal
and state revenue that trick-
les in might be harder to see
and explain until it hits the
district’s books.

“I’m very excited that it
looks like our loss may be
$400 [thousand] or less,”
Creech stated. “I’m not ex-
cited that we’re losing any-
thing, but the amount of it in
relation to our fund balance
budget, the programs that
we’re providing, the strength
of what we did for our staff
with budget increases for
their raises, benefits, and
everything else – all in all, we

actually look like we’re going
to turn in a pretty solid year.

“However, I’m still very cog-
nizant of the fact that we have
expenses that are more so
than what our revenue is,”
Creech continued. “I recog-
nize that we’re a school, but I
also recognize that it’s within
this group’s purview to take a
look at what are we spending
money on, and ask, “Are we
really getting the best results

– to do the best we can for
kids?”

What’s next for 
Columbia Options

High School?
The board discussion then

segued into a discussion on
what could ultimately save
the district a lot of money –
the possibility of moving Co-
lumbia Options High School
(COHS) to the main campus
at Columbia Central Jr.-Sr.
High School. Of note, there
were no COHS teachers or
staff at this special board
meeting.

“I have never said, nor are
you going to hear me say
today, that I want to not do
the Options program,”
Creech stated. 

He noted that the COHS
building needs a lot of signifi-
cant updates (including as-
bestos abatement) that could
cost several hundred-thou-
sand dollars and that the
staffing levels at the school
are in “in excess” of what is at
other schools on a per-stu-
dent basis.

“We have a significantly

higher amount of staff costs
for the actual number of stu-
dents in that building than
what we do for the rest of our
programming,” stated
Creech.

Another example of poten-
tial cost savings Creech
brought up is eliminating hav-
ing to haul food for lunches
over to that building every
school day.

“When it comes to giving
medical assistance, we now
have one nurse,” he said. “By
having Options be relocated
– and that would be up to
[Superintendent Baker’s]
purview on this – I think the
suggestion is going to end up
being that it probably be lo-
cated here. But by doing so,
those children would have
better access to healthcare
needs if they need to see a
nurse for anything. They
would have better access to
support staff like counselors.
They would also be able to
have a better concentration
of support from our SRO
(school resource officer – po-
lice).

“In essence, what I’m trying
to suggest is that we relocate
the Options program,”
Creech continued. “We would
continue to have it be sup-
ported by – in her current role
– Melissa [Szymke] who
oversees that program. That
would allow us to consolidate
some of our employment ex-
pense, pull a lot more effi-
ciency for our staff on how we

handle the services rendered
there, and get the program
much more in line with what
would be input cost in relation
to the other 1,380 kids that
we have…By doing that, we
could potentially save our-
selves somewhere in the
$300,000 range.”

Creech then suggested the
board take a look at divesting
the district from the current
COHS property. “If we talk
specifically about sales or
who might buy it or some-
thing like that, we would want
to do that within a closed ses-
sion,” he stated. “I do believe
we would divest ourselves,
because then we are not pay-
ing insurance, we’re not
mowing grass, we’re not
shoveling snow, and a host of
other expenses that we
would harvest some addi-
tional savings from. So, we
would get synergistic savings
coming from putting students
into two campuses instead of
three.”

Superintendent Jim Baker
then brought up how many
virtual (online) students were
enrolled at COHS this past
school year – 35 in the first

semester, 53 in the second
semester. “They are probably
going to remain virtual, is
what I think we would be
looking at,” he noted.

Baker stated there have
been, on average, 35 in-
person students per se-
mester over the past three
school years. Teacher-wise,
he noted there is Melissa
Szymke, the school’s lead
teacher, another full-time
teacher, and a half-time re-
tired/rehired teacher.
“Melissa has share that that
current model is not
doable,” he said. “It’s not
giving the kids enough of
an educational experience
and the staff can’t keep up
with those numbers.”

All told, Baker said the
school has up to 10 employ-
ees and listed the various po-
sitions. “If we’re thinking that
that model would be able to
be brought forward – there is
no way,” he stated. “I would
not be able to justify that
much FTE (full-time equiva-
lent) for what we currently
know as 35 kids that are in-
person. That’s not what we’re
doing for the rest of the dis-
trict.”

Then Baker raised the
question of how many of
those students might be
ready to come back to tradi-
tional schooling. “I don’t know
that number, but I think it’s
fair to say there is a pretty
good chunk of those kids who
might be able to go in that di-
rection,” adding that some of
the recent in-person returning
students may now be inter-
ested in virtual schooling.

Another idea Baker raised
is a hybrid program where
students might be enrolled in
Columbia Central High
School and receive extra
assistance from some of
the specialty staff available
at CCHS. “It would have to
be developed on a one-to-
one on what works best for
those kids and those par-
ents and what makes most
sense – because they do
have different needs,” he
said. “We have a much
more robust opportunity
than what’s been offered in
the past because, quite
frankly, virtual is increasing
what they can do along
with putting a certified
teacher of record on the
other end of that delivery sys-
tem.”

Creech added his final
thoughts. “If you take a look
at where we’re at financially,
and what we can get into a
better setting to deliver a bet-
ter amount of education for
those prospective kids, relo-
cating that makes a ton of
sense and saves the district
money,” he stated. “I think it’s
going to allow them to get a
better quality education and
we can recognize some bet-
ter expense management.

“It’s not terminating that
program in any way – it’s just
re-housing it and redefining
how it’s going to be done.”

Board Vice President Bob
Wahr commented on timing
of the decision. “Don’t rush
your analysis based on this
discussion,” suggested Wahr.
“We want to make sure it’s

well thought out. If it takes a
little extra time – I personally
would rather have that hap-
pen than rush something.”

The board finished with

consensus that a decision
may come on the COHS fu-
ture direction at a second
regular school board meeting
in July – on Monday, July 27.

search operation was launched.
Personnel from the Southeast
Michigan Dive Group, along
with additional dive teams and
resources from Indiana and
Ohio, remained on scene
throughout the evening assisting
with search efforts.

Payton was located underwa-
ter at approximately 11:55 p.m.
on July 10. Recovery operations
were completed at approxi-
mately 12:47 a.m. on July 11, at
which time he was recovered
from the water and pronounced
deceased.

The incident remains under

investigation by the Napoleon
Township Police Department
and the Jackson County Medical
Examiner’s Office. At this time,
preliminary information indi-
cates the cause of death was
drowning.

Department officials extend
their appreciation to the many
public safety agencies, dive
teams, and emergency personnel
who responded and assisted
throughout the incident. 
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District’s budget in better shape
Columbia School District

Deficit catalyzes discussion on moving Options program to Columbia Central High School facility

Columbia School Board President Tim Creech



By Matt Schepeler
Howdy folks!
This is how the Irish Hills’

biggest proponent begins his
videos on Facebook.

So who is the latest, great-
est pitchman on Facebook? 

Is it Terry Hanks from Sun-
dance Chevrolet wanting to
make a deal on an automo-
bile?

Nope.
Could it be the high-energy

Billy Mays, back to sell Oxi-
Clean to the masses to help
clean their dirty laundry?

Sorry – you’re not even
close.

This pitchman might not be
nationally known, but he is
dedicating his life to serving
visitors to the Irish Hills “deli-
cious hickory smoked good-
ness” that he, his mother,
Amy, his dad Randy, and
their team “put love, time and
effort” into making into the
best barbeque in the Irish
Hills at their business,
Randy’s Roadside Bar-B-
Que.

If the name doesn’t ring a
bell, Seth Bahlau is the
grandson of Fred and
Dorothy Bahlau, who owned
Stagecoach Stop and the
Golden Nugget, and the
young Bahlau is every bit as
sharp a pitchman as his
granddad and father before
him.

In fact, he’s a natural. He
enunciates. He projects. He
has fun. And his videos are
getting attention not only from

people in the Irish Hills, which
Seth passionately promotes,
but across the region.
Randy’s Roadside Bar-B-
Que, which Randy Bahlau
started around 20 years ago,
recently reached more than
10,000 followers on its Face-
book page, thanks in large
part to Seth’s showmanship,
humor, and, of course, his
love for good cookin’.

Seth is helping his mom
and dad run the small busi-
ness which has become a
destination for bikers, families
in sedans from downriver
who come to the lakes, and
others who loves their corn-
bread, slaw, smoked ribs and
pulled pork sandwiches.

While Randy has recently
been experiencing some
health issues, Seth notes he
still has plenty of input and
the two speak regularly. Seth
also noted that he isn’t the
first to pitch the business’ bar-
beque online. Randy was
selling his barbeque on video
before it caught on with the
rest of the business world.
“My dad was on videos 20
years ago,” he noted.

So why has Seth dived into
it?

“I took it as an opportunity
to gain business and draw
traction and attention,” he
said, “and it has all been pos-
itive, and seems to be draw-
ing in more business and
more attention to the Irish
hills.”

When asked if he enjoys

making the videos, he didn’t
bat an eye. “I love it. I think it
is neat to do videos and con-
tent,” he said. “I’m just trying
to continue the entrepreneur-
ial Bahlau spirit my great
grandparents, grandparents
Fred, Randy, uncles, they are
all entrepreneurs.”

To be sure, Seth has the
Bahlau flair for the dramatic
and zest for life, and it comes
across easily on video. 

For instance, on one recent
video he approached line
workers during the recent
power outages with an offer
of free barbeque for the tired
crews. On others he asks
customers how they are en-
joying their meals.

During our conversation,
he mentioned the Irish Hills
several times, and clearly
feels proud of how the small
business pulls people to the
area and bolsters the local
economy.

“Ultimately, I just want our
customers to know how much
we appreciate them,” said
Seth.

While the videos are fun, it

is the product that does the
real work. People love the
place. Joel Gresham, who
owns the Irish Hills Wedding
Barn, happened to stop by for
lunch during our interview,
and without solicitation Gre-
sham noted “They have the
best ribs around, and don’t
forget to try the peach cob-
bler.”

When asked if there was
anything else he wanted to
get in the story, Seth noted
that the family feels fortunate
to live in the Irish Hills and, ul-
timately, the United States.
“God bless America,” Seth
said. “Happy 250 years to
America!”

We’ve got a feeling
Randy’s Roadside Bar-B-
Que will be around as long as
there is pork to be smoked
and peach cobbler to be
eaten. In fact, one video re-
cently posted Seth made the
point himself:

“Believe me when I say
this,” Seth said, looking into
the camera, “we’re just get-
ting’ started.”
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Seth Bahlau takes a rack of ribs out of the smoker
as he prepares for a busy day at Randy’s

Howdy folks!

Florist
& Greenhouse

3250 Wolf Lake Road  Grass Lake MI  522-5050
Monday-Friday 9-6  Saturday 9-3  Sunday closed

designsbyjudyflowers.com

A new generation of Bahlau is doing business in the hills…and things couldn’t be going better

husband passed away in May.
“My husband and I were very
excited for more time for retire-
ment, so it’s a little bittersweet.”

So, the golf course and restau-
rant now transitions from one
community-centered couple to a
handful-plus of gentlemen with
solid golf backgrounds.

“We thought there was a lot of
potential here – we’re getting
the greens back in excellent
shape and giving the course the
maintenance that is needs con-
sistently. We want to make it a
first class golf course in pristine
shape.” He says they have 10
guys working on the course
where a lot of courses just have
three or four doing course main-
tenance.

“I’m bringing my expertise in
the turf field to get the golf
course in the condition that it
needs to be in,” Spink explained.
From working at Little Green
Acres sod farm in Horton where
he grew up as a youngster, he
went on to major in turf grass
management at Michigan State
University. He then spent many
years working at golf courses in

the Ann Arbor and Chelsea areas
and consulting for a number of
courses in turf management.

In 2004, Spink and his part-
ners bought Calderone in Grass
Lake and he focused his efforts
there for the last 20-plus years.

Spink noted that a lot of peo-
ple started golfing during
COVID because there was a lot
of time on their hands and wants
to work on capturing those
newer golfers.

Spink said they also want to
start doing more events on the
patio that was improved tremen-
dously by the previous owners.
“I think we’re going to have
one-man bands. On Wednesdays
we want to grill – chicken, burg-
ers, maybe even smoked ribs.
We also want to start a happy
hour – we’re thinking from 2 to
5 – with half off on cocktails.
We want to try to get this patio
filled up.” He noted they may
also add a Sunday event.”

Spink says they also want to
use the current big bar room area
more as a sports bar featuring
many of the state’s professional
and college sports on the big

screen TVs, as well as all of the
big golf events.

“Trying to keep it busy
through the winter is going to be
the hardest,” he said. “We want
to provide something where we
can get people out here in the
winter.”

Plans also call for the back
room to continue to be rented
out for parties and the like.
“That seems to be working out
pretty well,” Spink noted.

As far as the food goes, Daryl
Hoskins, Jr. will continue to be
the head chef; son of the well-
known chef who once owned
Daryl’s Downtown in Jackson
and served as chef at a few other
area restaurants. Spink says
Hoskins, Jr. will be “unleashed”
and customers will gradually see
new menu items popping up.
“He’s a great chef,” Spink said.

Overall, business has been
good for the team’s first couple
weeks of ownership. “The pre-
vious owners were nice enough
to let me be out here trying to get
some stuff going so that when
we took over it was ready to go,”
Spink noted. “It’s been getting

busier and busier all spring and
summer,” adding that they still
have plenty of room for a lot
more golfers. “It takes a lot of
golfers to fill 27 holes.”

They have added twilight golf
special to get more golfers for
evening play or keeping the day
golfers later to play 18 instead of
going home or out to the lake.
“We’re getting more and more
18-holers and not necessarily
less 9-holers. We’re seeing a lot
of new faces.” Spink attributes
that partly to the great reputation
of Calderone Golf Club in Grass
Lake.

Spink says there will be more
big golf outings on the horizon
as well. There are couples’ out-
ings planned for this Friday, July
17 and Friday, Aug. 14. Both
will be scrambles. There will
also be a 27-hole, par 3 outing,
date TBD.

For more information, visit
clarklakegolfcourse.com or call
517-592-6259. Clark Lake Golf
Course & Restaurant is located
at 5535 Wesch Road, Brooklyn.

Clark Lake Golf Course from page 1

Lookin’ up

Patrick Morris, left, of the Grass Lake Department of Public Works, watches intently as Sandy Lammers takes her shot
with an air gun, firing off a T-shirt to the crowd at the Brayden Lape concert last Friday night during Grass Lake’s Traffic
Jam’In event. PHOTO BY JOHN HUMMER



By John Hummer
Editor

Voters in Rollin
Township have the op-
portunity to vote in a
new fire protection mill-
age on the Aug. 4,
2026 state primary
election ballot. Voters
who prefer to vote absentee
should have received or
should receive their ballot in
the U.S. mail very soon.

Fire protection services for
Rollin Township are provided
through the Addison Fire De-
partment, which operates
under an Interlocal Agree-
ment between Rollin Town-
ship, Woodstock Township,
Wheatland Township, and
the Village of Addison. This
cooperative arrangement al-
lows the participating munic-
ipalities to share the costs
associated with providing fire
protection, emergency re-
sponse, fire prevention, and
related services to their resi-
dents.

Under the terms of the
agreement, each participat-
ing municipality is responsi-
ble for a portion of the
department’s operating costs
based upon the number of
fire and emergency service
runs made within its jurisdic-
tion. Historically, Rollin Town-
ship and Woodstock
Township each account for
approximately 40 percent of
the total department costs.
The Village of Addison and
Wheatland Township com-
bined account for the other
20 percent of the fire budget. 

“Both Rollin and Wood-
stock townships’ fire millages
have expired,” stated Rollin
Township Supervisor Mike
Clark. “You can do the math
pretty easily and see how im-
portant that is to our fire de-
partment.” The Village of
Addison and Wheatland
Township do not have mill-
ages up for renewal, Clark
said.

To fund its share of these
services, Rollin Township has
relied upon voter-approved
fire mileages. The current fire
millage expired at the end of
2025, making it necessary for
the township to seek re-
newed voter authorization to
continue providing a stable
source of funding for fire pro-
tection services.

To address this need, the
Rollin Township Board has
authorized placing a replace-
ment fire millage of 1.0 mill
on the August primary ballot.
If approved by voters, the re-
placement millage would be
levied from 2026 through
2029.

The proposed millage is
expected to generate approx-
imately $283,000 during its
first year. These funds would
be dedicated exclusively to
supporting essential fire pro-
tection and prevention serv-
ices, including but not limited
to emergency response op-
erations, equipment acquisi-
tion and maintenance,
firefighter training, and
staffing needs.

“They are very
brave people who
risk their lives every
day to save our lives
and our property,
and the things they
have to see and do,
for very little
money, frankly,”

said Clark. “I think they de-
serve our support.”

Woodstock Township is
going for a renewal of .75
mills for their contribution to
maintaining the current fire
services, Clark noted.

“Our millage was also .75
and we (Rollin Township)
chose to go for a replace-
ment of 1 mil – which is only
$25 more per thousand dol-
lars of assessed value,” he
stated. “We’re already
spending almost all we have
and four years from now we
won’t have enough.”

The Rollin Township board
said in a letter to residents
that continued funding is crit-
ical to ensure that the Addi-
son Fire Department has the
resources necessary to pro-
vide timely and effective
emergency services to the
residents and property own-
ers of Rollin Township. They

believe that maintaining a
well-equipped and properly
funded fire department is es-
sential to protecting the
health, safety, and welfare of
our community.

Any questions or requests
for additional information,
should be directed to the
Rollin Township office at 517-
5 4 7 - 7 7 8 6
or email clerk@rollintown-
ship.gov.

Text of the Rollin Township
fire millage proposal

“Shall Rollin Township im-
pose an increase of up to
1.0000 mill ($1.00 per $1,000
of taxable value) in the tax
limitation imposed under Arti-
cle IX, Section 6 of the Michi-
gan Constitution and levy it
for four (4) years, 2026
through 2029 inclusive, for
fire protection and prevention
services, which 1.0000-mill
increase will raise an esti-
mated $283,000 in the first
year the millage is levied?
This new millage replaces a
0.7500 millage for fire protec-
tion and prevention services
which expires at the end of
calendar year 2025.”
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Another voice

Park renovation on the way Woodstock/Rollin townships

Brooklyn officials were pleased to learn they were receiving $500,000 towards the re-
development of Weatherwax Park. The village also  is awaiting an additional $300,000
from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund to be matched with
$200,000 from the village’s parks budget. 

Village receives $500,000 in state funding
for Weatherwax Park redevelopment

By John Hummer

Editor

A community gather-
ing place in Brooklyn is
one step closer to being
redeveloped thanks to
funding from the State
of Michigan secured by
State Senator Sue
Shink. $500,000 from the Fiscal
Year 2027 state budget has been
allocated to the Weatherwax
Park redevelopment project. 

Located on the east side of
downtown Brooklyn at 115
Water Street, Weatherwax Park
currently holds green space,
parking, and public restrooms.
This summer and last it has been
the site of community events,
including the Art in the Park se-
ries. 

The $500,000 in state funding
will be used for a redevelopment
project that will bring an am-
phitheater, concession stand,
parking lot for downtown busi-
nesses, walkways, landscaping,
decorative lighting, and im-

proved public rest-
rooms. Village leaders
plan on using the en-
hanced space for more
community events like
outdoor movies, con-
certs, and festivals. 

Sen. Shink repre-
sents Senate District

14, which includes the Village
of Brooklyn. Shink says she
sought funding for an improved
Weatherwax Park after hearing
from local families wanting to
spend more time at the park.
“I’ll be excited to see this park
develop into an inviting, acces-
sible park where residents and
visitors can gather for fun events
while also supporting Brook-
lyn’s amazing downtown busi-
ness district,” she said.

Village Manager Matt Swart-
zlander is looking forward to
seeing the park’s redesign move
forward. “Creating a more wel-
coming space at Weatherwax
Park will boost quality of life for
our residents and bring more
people to Brooklyn,” he said.

“We thank Senator Shink for
this critical funding to make our
dream a reality.” 

The Village of Brooklyn is
currently awaiting an additional
funding allocation from the
Michigan Department of Natu-
ral Resources Trust Fund in the
amount of $300,000 to be
matched by $200,000 from the
village’s parks budget to round
out the park redevelopment
funding.

Swartzlander said he is “fairly
confident” the Trust Fund
monies will come through, es-
sentially giving the village a
million-dollar pot of funding to
work with for Weatherwax Park
improvements.

In addition to the redevelop-
ment and new amenities, some
of the funding will be applied to
engineering and design work
utilizing the concept the vil-
lage’s Parks Board produced for
the park, Swartzlander noted.
Construction on the Park is ex-
pected to start in 2027.

Swartzlander

Mike Clark

Welcome to the Irish Hills!

Submitted by Ann Arwin
Oh These Irish Hills!

The Irish Hills community has a fresh reason
to celebrate as local business owner Andy
Gammo continues to make an impact through
his renovation of Top of the Hill Party Store on
U.S. 12.

Since taking ownership, Gammo has trans-
formed the store into a bright, airy, and welcom-
ing space that better serves the community.
Through thoughtful renovations and improve-
ments, he has created a more spacious environ-
ment that reflects both pride in ownership and a
commitment to the community. 

We are proud to welcome Andy Gammo to the
Irish Hills business community and thank him for
investing in our area. His efforts have enhanced
not only his business but also the appearance
and spirit of the neighborhood.

The community also welcomes Patty’s
Restaurant, adjacent to Andy’s store, and its
owners, Brian and Shantell. Their addition to the
local business landscape brings new opportuni-
ties for residents and visitors to gather, dine, and
enjoy the hospitality that makes Irish Hills such
a special place. We wish them great success
and look forward to supporting their new ven-

ture.
A special note of appreciation goes to Green

Acres Greenhouse on M-50 for their generous
contribution to beautifying our community. Their
team is donating their time, expertise, and re-
sources to plant new flowers and provide ongo-
ing maintenance for both the east and west
“Welcome to the Irish Hills” signs that bookend
the Irish Hills, located at Top of the Hill Party
Store (east end of Irish Hills) and the USA 2 Go
Brooklyn Market and Campground (west end of
Irish Hills).

This collaboration between local businesses
is a shining example of community spirit at its
best. When business owners come together to
support one another and invest in shared
spaces, everyone benefits. Their partnership
demonstrates the pride, generosity, and commit-
ment that make the Irish Hills a wonderful place
to live, work, and visit.

May this effort inspire all of us to continue
working together to strengthen our community,
celebrate local success, and create a welcoming
environment for generations to come.

OTIH! meets on the first Wednesday of every
month at 1 p.m. at Jerry’s Pub. Please join us!

Community pride shines bright through Irish Hills businesses

Woodstock Township asking voters to renew at current
level, Rollin with slight increase

Fire millage on ballot
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‘Attempted abduction’ a false alarm
By John Hummer

Jackson County Prosecuting
Attorney Kelsey Guernsey an-
nounced that no charges will
be authorized in connection
with the reported attempted ab-
duction at the Clark Lake
Beach and Boat Club in Co-
lumbia Charter Township.

Following an investigation
conducted by the Columbia
Charter Township Police De-
partment, it was determined
that the incident was the result
of a misunderstanding and that
no attempted abduction oc-
curred.

The investigation revealed

that a family visiting from out of
town was attending the beach
as guests of club members. As
the parents were gathering
their three children to leave,
another nearby child became
upset and began crying. Con-
cerned for the child’s well-
being and not immediately
seeing a parent nearby, the fa-
ther briefly attempted to check
on the child.

The misunderstanding arose
because the mother was
speaking to her own three chil-
dren while they were in close
proximity. Shortly thereafter,
the family’s children entered

their van, and the parents de-
parted. At no time did the in-
vestigation uncover evidence
of an attempt to lure, entice, or
abduct the child.

“I appreciate that the Clark
Lake Beach and Boat Club
took these allegations seri-
ously, and I am grateful for the
Columbia Township Police De-
partment’s thorough investiga-
tion,” said Prosecuting Attorney
Guernsey. “I am pleased to re-
port that this was a misunder-
standing and not an attempted
abduction.”



By Michelle McLemore
Staff writer

 Hidden Lake Gardens cele-
brates its centennial birthday
this summer.

One hundred years ago,
Harry Anson Fee, Adrian Elec-
tric and Power Work tycoon,
began botanical experimenta-
tion on the rolling hills in Tipton.

He sold his family business,
“retired” in 1923, and pur-
chased adjacent farms includ-
ing that of Charles Card, Arthur
Joseph, and Louis Robert.
These created, at the time, a
224-acre parcel with a six-acre
private lake. 

 In his first years, Fee reno-
vated the farmhouse, built a

greenhouse, attempted farm-
ing, and began nursery stock.
Local lore says that during the
Great Depression, Fee discov-
ered his nursery sales were
hurting other area farmers who
depended on the income to
survive. It was at that time that
he transitioned his intentions to
creating a community show-

case with horticulture. He de-
scribed his goal as “creating a
series of pictures” in a “dream
as you go development.” Fee
eventually added a man-made
pond, a road around the lake,
and a rock garden.  

 In 1945 Fee and wife, Har-
riet, donated the Hidden Lake
Gardens nature complex to
Michigan State College of Agri-
culture and Applied Sciences
(now Michigan State Univer-
sity). The Fees established an
endowment fund to help with
the garden’s ongoing care and
maintenance. Jessie Fee,
Harry’s sister, also created a
trust fund to ensure mainte-
nance of the family’s legacy. 

 Milton Baron, MSU land-
scape architect, noted in 1946,
“Mr. Fee established the gar-
dens to enable people to see
and learn about beautiful land-
scape compositions and new
plants…to stimulate the de-
mand for beautiful surround-
ings.” The college recognized
the horticultural collection as
valuable for viewing, but also
the site as perfect for educa-
tional outreach as well as re-
search. 

 As part of acknowledging
the Fees’ benevolence as well
as building the site’s dedication

to natural history preservation,
the college purchased a 65-ton
rock originating from the north
shore of Georgian Bay in
Canada. A glacier had de-
posited it in a swamp on what
eventually became Russell
Leffingwell’s farm in 1949. De-
spite transportation challenges,
the boulder was placed at the
entrance of the garden with a
plaque immortalizing Fee’s do-
nation and the intent for the
gardens to be “maintained and
developed for the benefit of the
public.” Fee remained active in
the garden’s development until

his death in 1955. 
 From 1955-1986, Fred

Freeman served as the curator
and lead horticulturist. Using
part of the Fee trust fund, the
college purchased the Crane
Farm and would later build the
arboretum on it. 

 Schools began sending stu-
dents for field trips to Hidden
Lake Gardens in the 1960s.
The community interest made
it clear a visitor’s reception
center and 100-seat lecture
hall was needed. This was
constructed during 1965 with a
gift of $250,000 from Mr. and
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Hidden Lake Gardens

Jack Wolf, a worker and later the Manager Director, worked a the facility  from 1956-
1999. Photo courtesy HLG.

The Hidden Lake Gardens conservatory, under construction in 1968.
Photo courtesy HLG. Below, a group of visitors feeds the swans.

Above, left: The Pulgue Agave that bloomed in 2018 in the Arid Dome was a celebrated
visitor draw as the agave only blooms once every 50 years. Photo by Michelle
McLemore Right: Jack Wikle began the Bonsai collection at HLG. This photo shows
his care in 1971. Photo courtesy HLG. Below: Educational exhibits, such as the glacial
lake basin display in the HLG Visitor’s Center, promotes nature learning at every turn.
Photo by Michelle McLemore

ARTESIAN WELLS GARAGE 
Steven & Julie Haas, Prop. 

GOOD WORK WINS GOOD WILL 
 

• Towing 24 Hours • Brakes • Oil Changes         

• New & Used Tires • Overall Vehicle Repair 

18696 U.S. 127 • 517-206-6728 • Cement City MI

This Irish HIlls treasure remains a hidden gem and a quiet sanctuary for people and wildlife

See next page
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Pinetree Antiques & More

Different Merchandise Weekly
Good rental rates ~ good store location make this a wonderful experience

Full Line of Antiques
and Collectibles

129 N. MAIN STREET • ON THE SQUARE • BROOKLYN

Open Daily 10 to 5 • For information call 592-3808

650 Egan Highway On the South Shore of Beautiful Wamplers Lake
Phone: 517-467-4700   Fax: 517-467-7848

www.JerrysPub.com 
Serving the community for 47 years

Open Wed-Sun 11am
Kitchen closes Wed & Thurs 8 pm; Sun at 8 pm; Fri & Sat 9:30 pm

Live 
Entertainment

Karaoke
Fridays 7:30 pm

Come to the lake

GREAT DRINK and delicious lunch & dinner SPECIALS DAILY

Lakefront

Deck now

Open!

LakefrontDeck nowOpen!
Mrs. Ray Herrick. In this year,
acquisitions brought the land
total to 407 acres.  

 Recognition of the breadth
and specialties of the collec-
tions on site spread widely. In
1966, the Michigan Garden
Club of America visited and
gave a donation to develop an
area to explore adaptability of
plants for low-maintenance
landscapes.

 By 1968, the original Fee
greenhouse had deteriorated
and needed replacement.
Plans were drawn and exe-
cuted to create two large
plexiglass dome structures,
two conventional connected
greenhouses, and a public
lobby of 8,000 square feet.
Underground irrigation from
lake water helped regulate
temperatures across the
structures. Three large palm
trees were obtained from
Belle Isle and moved to the
Tropical Biodome under the
50-foot high, 60-foot wide
dome. 

 In 1968, Jack Wolf was
assistant curator. Glen
Lumis, Ph.D. candidate, re-
searched plant propagation
onsite. Wolf invited Bonsai
hobbyist Jack Wikle to dis-
play his trees in a corner of
the Temperate House and
appointed him the first natu-
ralist educator. 

 Each decade thereafter,
additions and new program-
ming were added. In 1970,
the Woodland Drive was es-
tablished and all roads were
paved. In 1972, bonsai were
relocated to the Lath House.
In 1974, the Albert H.
Schmidt Foundation funded
an educational exhibit in the
Visitor’s Center. Fixed to the
wall still today, it shows the
evolution of a glacial lake
basin. 

 In 1981, collector Justin
C. “Chub” Harper shipped his
dwarf and rare conifer collec-
tion from Moline, Ill. in three
semi-trucks. Around 1988,
James Wilkins, president of
the Michigan Hosta Society,
proposed a display. MSU
landscape architects re-
designed Fee’s rock garden
and society members
planted the multiple MSU
plant donations.

 In 1990, the Bloom Pavil-
ion was constructed with the
goal to create inclusive edu-
cational horticulture activities
for all youth. The raised
planting beds were funded
by the W.K. Kellogg Founda-
tion, MSU Extension of
Lenawee County, Hidden
Lake Gardens, the Lenawee
Intermediate School District,
and MSU. This was followed
by the Demonstration Gar-
den in 1991 acknowledging
Charlene Harris for her work
in design and planting with
Master Gardeners.

 The Bonsai Courtyard
was opened in 2002 with
funds raised by Jack Wikle,
Bill and Lois Hazelwood, and
others. 

 By the 2000s the park
spanned 755 acres and
maintenance wasn’t always
easy. Most memorable was
the 2019 winter boiler failure
devastating the tropical and
temperate plants. The na-

tional horticulture community
responded offering replace-
ment plants as well as cuttings.
It was 2021 before all damage
was repaired.

The next frontier to explore
and cultivate was the Skywalk,
opened in 2024, along with
John and Sue Gruel Nature
Trail. Most recently, in 2026,
the gazebo (originally added in
the early 2000s) was reno-
vated. The original construc-
tion was through a donation by

J. Edward Fuller in memory of
his parents, Mary and Chester.
Through the years it offered a
beautiful venue for music, edu-
cational sharing, special dis-
plays, and work zones. Along
the walk there and inside the
Temperate House, commemo-
rative personalized bricks now
allow others to remember
loved ones and provide ongo-
ing support for the gardens.

 From hiking, cross-country
skiing, walking, yoga on the

beach, Friday after Five educa-
tional tours, the Run for the
Hills 5k, the annual plant sales,
and numerous expos and
classes, Hidden Lake Gardens
remains a vibrant venue for
learning and nature immersion. 

To learn more, visit
ipf.msu.edu/hidden-lake-gar-
dens , or facebook.com/Hid-
denLakeGardens. Phone
inquiries for programming, vol-
unteering, or donating can be
made at 517-431-2060.

celebrates a century
Far left: Fred Freemen and the Michigan Garden
Club posed for a check presentation in 1966. 

Left: the entrance rock on the way to Hidden
Lake Gardens in 1949.
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Stuart Michael
Zeiger, 35, passed
away on June 8,
2026, in Richmond,
Virginia. Stuart’s
family and friends
will gather to cele-
brate his life on Sat-
urday, July 25th,
from 10 am to 1 pm
at Eineder Funeral
Home, Brooklyn Chapel.

Stuart was born on Septem-
ber 19, 1990, in Portland, Ore-
gon, to Mark and Emily

(Faulds) Zeiger. He was
a 2009 graduate from
Columbia Central High
School and graduated
from Western Michigan
University, going on to
work as a software de-
veloper. This profession
took him to several
states, including Ari-
zona, North Carolina,

Texas, and Virginia.
Stuart enjoyed playing golf,

baseball, and tennis in his
youth, along with gaming with

friends he met through work,
and of course, his brothers.

He will be remembered as a
hard worker and well-re-
spected in his field, who loved
his family and was a loyal
friend.  Best of all, he had an
incredibly quick wit that en-
deared him to everyone he
knew. He truly enriched our
lives.

Stuart will be missed by his
mother, Emily; brothers, Scott
and Pete; and grandfather,
Allan Faulds. Various aunts,

uncles, and cousins. He is pre-
ceded in death by his father,
Mark; grandmothers Emily
Faulds and Margaret Zeiger;
and grandfather Harry Zeiger.

Memorial contributions are
suggested to causes dear to
your heart. Please leave a
message of comfort for Stu-
art’s family or sign his guest-
book at
www.EinederFuneralHomes.
com.

Stuart Zeiger

Stuart Michael Zeiger

Death notices
Cierra Sowle, Jackson County clerk, reports the following
recent recorded deaths: 

Paul William Brindle, 76, Waterloo Township;
Clarence James Green, 80, Blackman Township;
George Henry Cujar, 78, Spring Arbor Township;
Caryl Ann Briseno, 74, Jackson;
Rose Marie Breining, 85, Napoleon Township;
John Douglas Wimmer, 60, Jackson;
Damien Allen Wortley, 47, Blackman Township;
Jermey James Thormason, 53, Jackson;
Willie Davis Weston, 59, Jackson;
Richard Harold Worthy, 98, Michigan Center;
Gary Guy Baldwin, 80, Napoleon Township;
Kathleen Ann Ruth Bibler, 99, Jackson;
Sy’Rian Samaj-Lee Journey, Jackson;
Harry Abner Frank Canning Jr., 69, Jackson;
Jonie Gale Kirchis, 70, Jackson;
Kyle James Mcgauley, 37, Jackson;
Ian Thomas Nichols, 44, Jackson;
Jesus Rodriguez Rocha Sr., 82, Jackson;
Robin Ralph Brier, 76, Summit Township;
Susan Lee Jackson, 75, Jackson;
Bruce Alan Andrews, 78, Columbia Township;
Steve Allen Mullins, 72, Leoni Township;
Mary Jean Schaeffer, 67, Adrian;
Robert David Sherwin, 91, Blackman Township;
Allan Leroy Adair, 90, Jackson;
William Clarence Weible, 66, Jackson;
Syble Nita Hackworth, 87, Albion;
David Leigh Self, 73, Ruskin, FL;
Lori Jean Ritchie, 55, Columbia Township;
Linda Jean Mckay, 76, Spring Arbor Township;
John William Mcgauley, 71, Hanover Township;
Paris Roman Alonzo Lindsay, 47, Jackson;
Alice Ann Adams, 95, Hanover;
Hope Elizabeth Hughes, 60, Hillsdale;
Sherry Ann Iverson, 84, Leoni Township;

Marriage licenses
Cierra Sowle, Jackson County clerk, reports the following
recent recorded marriage license applications: 

Breanna Nicole Choate and Lukas Ryan Olson, Jackson;
Lucas Alan Mackenzie and Trystyn Kay Freeman, Jackson;
Kevin James Umerlik and Brianna Tate Haywood, Grass Lake;
Cassidy Taylor Modlin, Jackson, and Donald Lynn Brown, Fort
Bragg, NC;
Erica Elaine Davis and Mitchell Adam Hemgesberg, Jackson;
Brett Michael Vroman, Jackson, and Mareesa Lyn Westfall,
Montgomery;
James Robert Ray, Jackson, and Tara Marie Thelen, Jackson;
Brett William Herwat, Jackson, and Anne Elizabeth Gidley,
Grass Lake;
Christopher Lee Jacobs, Brooklyn, and Kristee Kay Hartman,
Brooklyn;
James Levi Tharp, Jackson, and Stephanie Eileen Yaldoo,
South Lyon;
Necole Jean Delisle and Thomas Michael Kush, Jackson;
Kathleen Helen Foster and Anthony John Pryor, Jackson;
Karly Alexandra Kiely, Springport, and Joshua Alan-William
Rose, Jackson;
Alexis Mariah Vanepps and Braynson Steven Pearsall, Jack-
son;
Amanda Lynn Horning, Clarklake, and Jesse Lee Hurst, Clark-
lake;
Dawson Ray Gorsuch and Emily Elizabeth Sobell, Jackson;
Julie Lynn Casto, Jackson, and Paul Davis Kime, Jackson;
Valencia Marie Bedore, Jackson, and Cody Jackson Riley,
Clarklake;
Cydnie Anne Tedrow, Michigan Center, and Dawson Jerald
Swetland, Tampa, FL;
Cortney Lynn Lowe and Aeron Scott Hartle, Jackson.

It’s YOUR Business
By Cindy Hubbell, President/CEO

Irish Hills Regional
Chamber of Commerce

517-592-8907 • www.irishhills.com

Mystery Hill on US-12 in the
Irish Hills is holding a Summer
Carnival on Saturday, July 18,
from 10 to 5.  Stop by and cel-
ebrate with the new owner!
The gravitational house, oddity
museum, gemstone mining,
and gift shop will be open and
operating as normal. In addi-
tion, there will be a bounce
house, live sideshow perform-
ers, a food truck, vendors, and
more!  The event itself is fam-
ily-friendly and free to attend.
The attractions (tour, gemstone
mining, etc..) will be available
at their normal pricing.  Go to
visitmysteryhill.com for more
information and to sign up as a
vendor. 

Gypsy Blue Vineyard’s U-
Pick opens at The Fields
Flower Farm on Friday, July
17, through Sunday, July 19.
Stroll through rows of vibrant,
seasonal blooms, handpick
your favorites, and create a
one-of-a-kind bouquet to take
home while enjoying all that
Gypsy Blue has to offer.  Go to
gypsybluevineyards.com for
details. 

WINOS (Women in Need of
Shopping) will be taking place
at Cherry Creek Cellars on
Sunday, July 26, from noon to
6 pm.  Enjoy local vendors,
drink specials, live music, food
trucks, giveaways, and more.
Go to cherrycreekwine.com for
more information. 

Join the Village of Brook-
lyn on Thursday, July 23, for
an evening of music, art, local
vendors, and more.  Art in the
Park will take place every
fourth Thursday until Septem-
ber from 5 to 9 pm. The Irish
Hills Regional Chamber will be
holding Chamber Connections
during the July event.  Stop by
any time and network with your
business community while en-
joying music, booths, food, and
more. 

Camp Killarney is holding a
Family Summer Retreat Friday,
July 24, through Sunday, July
26. This family-oriented Bible
Retreat is $30 per person and
includes snacks, all meals, and
all materials.  Go to killarney-

camp.org for more information
and to register. 

Savanna Rose Dance Stu-
dio is holding a 2-Day Try It
Class on July 28 and 30.  Go to
savannarosedancestudio.com
for more information and to
register. 

Check out our community
calendar at IrishHills.com for a
list of happenings going on in
and around the Irish Hills.  

Check out the Irish Hills
community calendar at Irish-
Hills.com to find tons of events
going on in and around the
Irish Hills, including bike nights,
live music, classes, family fun
events, craft shows, and more!

Obituary

Summer sightings

Dave and Nancy Brown of Vineyard Lake have enjoyed this pair of sandhill cranes, which have been frequenting their lake-
front home. Photo submitted.

And they’re off!

Kids and adults of all ages take off at the start of the Grass Lake Traffic Jam’In one-mile fun run. PHOTO BY JOHN HUM-
MER



417 S. Main St. • Brooklyn, MI • Tel: 517.592.3205 bankmichigan.bank

When you save with Bank Michigan, your money does more 
than grow—it stays local, supporting businesses, families, and 

the future of our community. Open a 13-month CD with as little 
as $1,000 and enjoy a competitive 4.50% APY while banking 

with neighbors you know and trust.
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Known for
his kind spirit,
strong moral

compass, and gritty per-
severance, Bruce An-
drews peacefully
crossed his final finish
line on July 3, 2026,
surrounded by his fam-
ily. The son of Betty and
Bill Andrews, Bruce was
born on June 17, 1948.
His All-American childhood
taught him the simple joys of
gardening, how to ride a pony
like Roy Rogers, and the dan-
gers of a frog spear. He gradu-
ated from Holgate High School
and headed to Bowling Green
State University, where he
worked in the cafeteria and first
met Beth, who became the

love of his life and
wife of 55 years. He
picked her up in his
gold Oldsmobile 442,
and they were mar-
ried on March 27,
1971. Bruce enlisted
in the Air Force dur-
ing the Vietnam War,
and he proudly
served in Thailand
and in the National

Guard. He was a top salesman
throughout his career at Bost-
wick Braun, and his sales terri-
tory brought Bruce and Beth to
Brooklyn, where they raised
their family. He was a member
of St. Rita Catholic Church and
served his community on the
Zoning Board of Appeals.

Bruce was often seen on

training runs, preparing for his
next event. He ran 391 races,
including 63 half marathons,
one full marathon, and a 50K,
always looking to better his
time and collect some hard-
ware. He hiked the Narrows,
Angel’s Landing, and Mac-
Creadys and enjoyed golfing
with his friends.

From camping in Yellowstone
to fishing in the gulf, from run-
ning behind a wobbly two-
wheeler to extra batting
practice, Bruce provided a
great life for his family.

Bruce is survived by his wife,
Elizabeth Andrews of Brooklyn,
and their children: Heather
(Chad) Patrick, Robb
(Theresa) Andrews, and
Randy Andrews. His legacy

will carry on through his grand-
children: Jacob, Joey, Kaitlyn,
Shirley, Ruth, Ruby, Claire,
Robbie, Meredith, and
Matthew Andrews. He is also
survived by his sister, Bonnie
(Dwight) Kalita of Defiance,
OH, and nephews, Brian
(Miae) Kalita and Kevin (Patti)
Kalita. He was preceded in
death by his parents.

Fr. Bosco Padamattummal
celebrated the funeral mass at
11 am, at St. Rita Catholic
Church, with an additional vis-
itation for the hour prior to the
mass. Innichement of ashes
followed at the St. Rita Colum-
barium. Memorials are sug-
gested to Henry Ford Hospice
or St. Rita Catholic Church.

Bruce 
Andrews

Obituaries
Bruce Andrews

Faye Anne Moore,
85, Jackson, Mich.
(formerly Napoleon
Twp)  passed away
peacefully on June
20, 2026, at 2 am fol-
lowing a courageous
battle with dementia. 

Faye was born on
March 6, 1941,  in
Hillsdale, Mich., to
Herman and Laura
Margaret (Reynolds)  Dietz.  A
dedicated and accomplished
professional, she enjoyed a
long, successful career and ul-
timately retired as the branch
Vice President of Standard
Federal Bank.  She was on
the  Board of Fair Housing,
The Board of Realtors, and
Jackson Business.

The caregivers at Brightside
Memory Care treated her with
dignity and compassion.  They
appreciated her sense of
humor, and she looked at them
as an extension of her own
family.

She was an avid reader, an
enthusiastic gardener, enjoyed
genealogy, and spent many
happy hours on the golf course
several times a week.

She is celebrated and lov-
ingly remembered by her chil-
dren: Deena Banner, of St.
Petersburg, Fla., Devin Baker,

of Ann Arbor, Mich.
Sister, Terry (Jerry)
Mergler of Pleasant
Lake, Mich.;  grandchil-
dren,  Autumn Gross-
man, Joshua Banner,
Emily Baker; great-
grandchild, Alex Harm,
nieces:  Debbie (Dan)
Burch, Cindy (Don)
Gambrell, Sarah
(Keith) Pund,  Todd

(Laura)  Miller, Kevin (Laura)
Miller. She was preceded in
death by her loving husband,
C.J. Moore; sister, Donna
Miller, of Hillsdale, Mich.;  and
many extended family mem-
bers and close friends.

There will be a Celebration
of Life held for Faye at 1:30 pm
on Friday, July 10, 2026, at
Eineder Funeral Homes –
Michigan Center Chapel (820
5th St, Michigan Center).
Family and friends are invited
to gather between  11:30 am
and 1:30 pm at the funeral
home with a light lunch.   Pas-
tor Glenn Russell will officiate
the celebration of life service.

Please leave a message of
comfort for Faye’s family or
sign her guestbook at
www.EinederFuneralHomes.c
om.

Faye Moore

Faye Anne Moore

Rosemarie “Rose”
(Dragonetti) Breining,
age 85, of Jackson,
Mich., passed away
peacefully on June
28, 2026, at the Jack-
son County Medical
Care Facility.

Born on Novem-
ber 3, 1940, in Jack-
son, Mich., Rose was
the daughter of Louis
and Frances (Wasielewski)
Dragonetti. A lifelong Jackson
resident, she attended St.
John’s Catholic School and
built a life centered on faith,
family, and love.

On July 28, 1972, she mar-
ried the love of her life, Duane
Breining Sr., together they
shared 54 wonderful years of
marriage, creating countless
cherished memories with their
family.

Rose worked as a
clerical assistant in the
automotive dealership
industry for many
years. Throughout her
career, she was em-
ployed at Bob Hardy
Toyota and Extreme
Dodge, where she was
known for her dedica-
tion and friendly per-
sonality.

Above all else, Rose treas-
ured her family. Her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren
were the joy of her life, and she
rarely missed an opportunity to
attend their sporting events,
school activities, and other
special occasions. She found
her greatest happiness simply
being present for the people
she loved. When she wasn’t
cheering on her family, Rose
enjoyed quiet evenings relax-

ing in the gazebo with Duane
while watching the lake.

Rose is survived by her de-
voted husband, Duane Brein-
ing Sr.; her children, Jason
(Heather) Breining, Laurie
Davis, Karin (Terry) Reinhart,
Teresa (Bill) Jarrett, and Duane
(Paula) Breining Jr.; her grand-
children, Caleb Breining, Madi-
son Breining, Gage Breining,
Jessica Bammer, Jordan
Davis, Trevor Hadden, Tannor
Hadden, Tylor Reinhart, Brit-
tnie Myers, Heather Vanden
Heuvel, Adam Jarrett, Ethan
Jarrett, Annah Jarrett, Natalia
Breining, Evalina Breining, and
Russell Breining; 12 great-
grandchildren; and her brother,
John (Susan) Dragonetti.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Louis and
Frances (Wasielewski) Drag-
onetti; her sisters, Theresa

Iuni, Blanche Coulombe, An-
gelina Scott, and Louise Drag-
onetti; and her beloved black
Labrador, Buddy.

At Rose’s request, crema-
tion has taken place. A private
celebration of her life will be
held with family and friends at
a later date.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Jackson
County Medical Care Facility,
524 Lansing Avenue, Jackson,
MI 49201.

The family extends their
heartfelt gratitude to the many
doctors, nurses, and support
staff at the Jackson County
Medical Care Facility for the
compassionate care and kind-
ness they provided to Rose
throughout her time there.

Rose 
Breining

Rosemarie ‘Rose’ (Dragonettie) Breining

Marilyn Ann Lown,
age 90 years of
Adrian, formerly of
Somerset, passed
away on Wednesday,
July 1, 2026, at
Brookdale Assisted
Living, Adrian.  She
was born on Febru-
ary 18, 1936, in North
Adams, the daughter
of Harold W. and
Doris M. (Cunningham) Fergu-
son.

Marilyn graduated from Ad-
dison High School in 1954.
She married Norman R. Lown
on May 19, 1956, in Somerset.
He preceded her in death on
January 18, 2014.   Marilyn
worked for Key Bank in Addi-

son for numerous
years, retiring in 1998.
She was a member of
Somerset Congrega-
tional Church from the
time she was 14 years
old and was always a
choir member.  Marilyn
was president of the
Addison Schools
Alumni Association for
many years.  

Marilyn is survived by three
children, Kathy (Royal) Fis-
cher, Jerry (Laurie) Lown and
Alan (Jana) Lown; a son-in-
law, John Mitchell; nine grand-
children, Jeremy, Seth, Alexis,
Ian, Jayne, Kimberly, Eric,
Tyler and Connor; ten great-
grandchildren and numerous

nieces, nephews and cousins.
She was preceded in death by
a daughter, Sandy Mitchell; her
parents; two sisters, Janet and
Susan; and a brother, Robert
Ferguson.

Cremation has taken place.
A Celebration of Life will be
held at 4 pm on Friday, July 17,
2026, at the Somerset Congre-
gational Church, Somerset,
with Reverend Lucas Miller of-
ficiating. Visitation will be held
at the church before the serv-
ice from 2 to 4 pm.  Private
burial will take place at the
Somerset Cemetery, Somer-
set.

Memorial contributions can
be made to the Somerset Con-
gregational Church.  Friends

can express sympathies to the
family online by visiting the trib-
ute wall at www.brownvan-
hemert.com. Arrangements
have been made with the guid-
ance of the Brown-Van Hemert
Funeral Home, Addison.

Marilyn Lown

Marilyn Ann Lown

Hazel May Mor-
gan, 100, of Brook-
lyn, Mich, peacefully
passed away on
Wednesday, January
21, 2026, at Brooklyn
Living Center, Brook-
lyn, Mich.  She was
born May 1, 1925, in
Green Oak Town-
ship, Livingston
County, Mich. Her fa-
ther, Frank Isaiah Giberson,
was a free Methodist minister,
and her mother, Mary Eliza-
beth (Spicer) Giberson, was a
farmer’s daughter. The Spicer
family migrated from England
and homesteaded in Green
Oak Township during the
1860’s. Frank’s branch of the
Giberson family migrated from
Western Europe and estab-
lished lives in New Brunswick,
Canada, before the Revolu-
tionary War. Frank migrated to
the United States from British
Columbia, Canada, in the early
1920’s after losing his first wife
to the 1918 flu epidemic.
Frank’s daughter, Frances, re-
mained in Canada with her
mother’s family.

Hazel attended a country
school through the 8th grade
and finished her high school
education at Brighton High
School, Brighton, Mich., where
she graduated Valedictorian in

1943.   She attended
and graduated from the
University of Michigan
College of Pharmacy in
1947.

In 1946, she married
James R Birckelbaw,
from South Lyon, Mich.
They had three daugh-
ters, Judith Ann, Jane
Kay, and Bonnie Jo.
They later divorced,

and Hazel married Clarence
Albert Morgan in 1958.  No
children were born to this
union.  In the 100 years of her
life, her descendants grew to
37 individuals over 4 additional
generations. Her extended
family was much larger, includ-
ing her descendants’ spouses
and multiple step-generations.

Hazel was an avid ‘rock
hound’, traveling around many
states to build a significant col-
lection of gems and minerals.
She collected, cut, polished,
tumbled, faceted, and other-
wise enjoyed turning the col-
lection into jewelry and
specimens to admire. She was
a member of 3 State of Michi-
gan Gem and Mineral clubs
and served as president in two
of them over the course of 60
years.  Hazel and Clarence en-
joyed teaching and worked for
many years in Hartland
School’s lapidary lab.  The lab

was later named in their
honor. 

She enjoyed cooking, gar-
dening, preserving food, shop-
ping, fishing, sewing, collecting
recipes, and actively serving in
local churches as a teacher
and secretary. She also en-
joyed working many summers
in the Handcraft Center at the
Lake Ann Christian Camp and
Retreat Center in Michigan.
When asked what her secret of
long life was, she answered,
“Love Jesus”.

According to her wishes, she
was laid to rest next to her hus-
band and parents in Oakland
Hills Memorial Gardens. Her
family and friends will cele-
brate her life on Saturday, July
18, 2026, from 3 pm to 6 pm at
Loomis Park Baptist Church
pavilion, 2301 N Elm Ave,
Jackson, Mich., 49201.
Friends are invited to attend,
as we would love to hear mem-
ories of her. In lieu of flowers,
if you want to make a donation
in Hazel’s honor, please send
it to Loomis Park Baptist
Church. Please leave a mes-
sage of comfort for Hazel’s
family or sign her guestbook at
www.EinederFuneralHomes.c
om

Hazel Morgan

Hazel May Morgan

Local photographer Lynn Okenka snapped this
young (nymph) katydid is on a spiderwort wild-
flower. Photo courtesy Lynn Okenka
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STORAGE UNIT AUCTION

A

A
LYAANOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THATT ON THURSDAYY,, JULYY

30,2026,@4:00 PM ATT E&B STORAGE LLC, 445 MANITOU RD. MANI-
TOU BEACH, MI 49253. THE UNDERSIGNED, E&B STORAGE LLC OF
MANITOU BEACH, WILL SELL ATT PUBLIC AUCTION BY COMPETITIVE
BID, THE PERSONAL PROPERTY THERETOFORE STORED WITH
THE UNDERSIGNED BY:

UNIT 64: JOYCE MANGUS
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DETNAWPLE

ELASEGARA

CILBUDETNAWKRO

WREWOP

W
Work Wanted: Concrete flat work,
driveways, barns, patios, etc. Large
or small accepted. Call 517 499-
1869 tfn

rPowerwwashing an
Licensed & insure
49x2

P
There will be a
works show at C
Aug. 1 at dusk by
for the Clarklake
works USA 250 c

G

f

f335 Tifffany Street, Brooklyn, Mich.
July 16, 17, 18, from 9 to 5. Furni-
ture, home decor, kids’ books, holi-
day, clothes, lots of new stufff.

H
Administrative assistant needed at
l l f l h i th l

A
T

APL
AV

LTA
W

UNIT 64: JO
GOLF CLUBS, AIR CONDITIONER, WAASHING MAC

MAS DECORATTIONS, TAABLE, TOYS, SHELVVIN

VAALID PHOTO IDENTIFICATTION WILL BE REQUIRED
ONLYY WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR PAAYYMENT. THERE
MUM STAARTING BID. ALL ITEMS MUST BE REMO
CLEANED OUT THE DAYY OF SALE.
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522-8341.
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T
Notice

The Napoleon Toownship Zoning Board of Appeals will hol

Y

T
T

fTCambridge Toownship is offfering for sale a 2020 John De
turn mower with a 60” deck with approximately 1,100 h
township is requiring sealed bids for this sale with a
$4,999.00. Bids shall be mailed to: Cambridge Toownsh
sted, Michigan 49265 to the attention of the Toownship
delivered to the township hall at 9990 W. M-50, Onsted
velopes are to be marked “bid for mower” and must b
township by Wednesday, August 12, 2026 by 4:00 P.M.

The mower may be viewed at the Maple Shade Cemete
in Onsted (across from the school). Yoou may contact the
with questions at 517-605-0359.

Bids will be opened at the township board meeting on A
7:00 P.M.
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TThe Napoleon Toownship Zoning Board of Appeals will hol

August 12th, 2026 at 6 p.m. at the Toownship Hall 67
Napoleon, Mi 49261.

At this time all interested parties will be heard on the req
(Lakeside Real Estate) 11429 Oakwood Dr. Jackson, M
1) 13’ Reduction in the 50’ setback to waterffront and a 6
10’ side setback for Steps leading down to Ackerson
056-14-19-473-001-00 Ackerson Lake Dr Vaac. Reques
terffront and 3.6 ft from side lot. All other setbacks comp

Napoleon Toownship Offfice is open Monday thru Thursd
to 5:00 p.m. during which time the Zoning Ordinance /
be examined. Written comments regarding the above m
rected to the Toownship or by calling (517) 536-8694
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Trected to the Toownship or by calling (517) 536 8694 Extension 208.
Napoleon

Toownship will provide any necessary or reasonable auxiliary aids at the
meeting for persons with disabilities, upon ten (10) days’ written notice to
the Toownship.

Jane Gallant,
Zoning Administrator

NAPOLEON TOWNSHIP

T

T

T

NOTICE
NAPOLEON TOWNSHIP VOTERS

Notice is hereby given that a Public Accuracy Teest for the Tuesday, August
4, 4026 election will be held on Wednesday, July 22 at 4:00 p.m. at the
Napoleon Toownship Hall, 6755 Brooklyn Road. We will test the programs
used in processing ballots for the State Primary Election to be held on Au-
gust 4, 2026, conducted pursuant to Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969,
MCL 24.201 to 24.328.

Traci Spring,
Napoleon Toownship Clerk

50
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MOTO 1 CYCLE

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the public accuracy test for the August
4, 2026  Primary Election has been scheduled for Monday, July 20, 2026
at 9:00 A.M. at the Cambridge Township Hall located at 9990 W.  M-50,
Onsted, MI 

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to demonstrate that the computer
programs used to record and tabulate the votes cast at the election meet
the requirements of law.

RICK W. RICHARDSON
Cambridge Township Clerk

50

COLUMBIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP
Public Notice 

Columbia Charter Township 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public Accuracy Test for the August
3rd Primary Election has been scheduled for Wednesday July, 22nd at 
9:30 a.m. in the Columbia Charter Township Meeting Room, 8500 Jeffer-
son Rd. Brooklyn Michigan.

The public Accuracy Test is conducted to demonstrate that the programing
and ballot computers that will be used to tabulate the results of the elec-
tion, counts the votes in the manner prescribed by law. 

Cathy Jo Hulburt 
Columbia Charter Township Clerk

50

NORVELL TOWNSHIP
Norvell Township

300 Mill Road
Brooklyn, MI 49230

(517) 536-4370
FAX (517) 536-0110

Synopsis of Special Meeting - July 6, 2026
Present: Andrew Haystead, Supervisor; Sharon Pero, Clerk; Deserre
Sauers, Treasurer; Terri Curtis, Trustee; Norvell Township, Jackson County

The Special Meeting ofthe Norvell Township Board was called to order
by Supervisor Haystead at 6:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Items Approved:
Agenda
June 15,2026 Regular Meeting Minutes
Appointment of Trustee
Resignation from Planning Commission
Appointment of Board Representative of Planning Commission
Appointment of Board Representative of Zoning Board of Appeals
Resolution 2026-11 Establish Township Inspection Fees for Building
Approval for Hire of New Deputy Clerk

Sharon Pero,

Norvell Township Clerk
Minutes approved at the July 20, 2026 Regular Meeting

50

JACKSON COUNTY
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

ATTENTION TAXPAYERS

The 2026 Summer Property Tax Statements have been mailed.  If you
have not received your statement, please contact your local unit (City, Vil-
lage, Township). 

Compare the legal description on your tax statement with your deed or
contract before paying the tax.  

Verify that you have received a tax statement for any or all properties you
own.  Failure to receive a tax statement does not exempt a taxpayer from
delinquent penalties and interest. All taxpayers now receive both a sum-
mer and winter statement and a village statement, if applicable, to your
property.

If you feel you may qualify for a 2026 summer deferment, please contact
your local unit.  You may file your intent to defer before September 14th,
or before the date your summer taxes are due, whichever is later.

Karen A. Coffman Cyndi Snyder
Jackson County Treasurer Chief Deputy Treasurer

JACKSON COUNTY TREASURER’S OFFICE
120 W. MICHIGAN 49201

517-788-4418

50

VILLAGE OF GRASS LAKE
Village of Grass Lake 

119 N. Lake St., Grass Lake, MI 49240 
(517) 522-4550 

SYNOPSIS OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
The Grass Lake Village Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, June
16, 2026 at 7:16 PM at the Village Hall. 

Present: President Pro Tempore Jane Fitzgerald, Council Member Gina
Lammers, Council Member Cindy Popovitch, Council Member Jennifer
Stanton, and Council Member Wes Shemwell. Absent: President David
Keener and Council Member Monica Stevenson. Staff Present: Village
Manager Sabrina Edgar, Village DPW Supervisor Paul Lammers, Village
Treasurer Julie Muszynski, and Village Utility Billing Specialist Cheryl Vi-
cory. Public: None. 

Items Approved: 
1. Agenda for June 16, 2026 
2. Minutes from June 2, 2026 Regular Meeting 
3. Disbursements  
4. Motion to approve the budget amendments as presented. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 

Prepared by Clerk Jennifer Keener.  
Approved by Village President David Keener 
Complete Copies of the meeting minutes are available at www.villageof-
grasslake.com or upon request from the Village Clerk. Office Hours are 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m., Monday – Thursday, closed between 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by      
Jennifer Keener 

Village of Grass Lake, Clerk

50

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
SYNOPSIS

CAMBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
JULY 8, 2026

The meeting was called to order by the supervisor at 7:00 P.M. with the
pledge to the flag.  Roll call showed all board members present.  Approved
the following regular items:  the agenda, the minutes of the June 10, 2026
meeting, the treasurer’s report, the payment of bills in the amount of
$169,597.15, the monthly police, fire, zoning, planning commission and
ZBA reports. Approved selling the fire department hose roller for $5,000.
Approved re-advertising for the sale of the 2020 John Deere zero-turn
mower at $4,999.00.  Approved special assessment districts and assess-
ment rolls for Cambridge Drive and Lakeshore Drive.  Approved following
the personnel committee recommendations for the hiring of the office sec-
retary position and the zoning officer position.  Adopted Ordinances #26-
002 and #26-003 regarding membrane structures.  Approved the 2026
renewal of the property/casualty insurance package at a 6.6% increase
from 2025.  Approved allowing an additional seven days for the owner of
461 Egan Hwy. to close on the sale of that property, and allowing the new
owner to have 30 days from the date of closing to submit plans and permit
applications for the renovation of the property.  Adopted resolutions of in-
tent to renew the special assessment districts for Marsh/Lyster Road and
Meadow Lane.  Discussion on the sale of the 2019 Dodge Charger.  Ap-
proved keeping the car until December 1, 2026.  Public comment was re-
ceived.  A complete copy of the minutes of this meeting is available for
inspection at the township office during regular business hours.

Rick W. Richardson
Cambridge Township Clerk

50

Ryan L. Phillips P73731

180 W Michigan Ave., Suite 906

Jackson, MI 49201

(517) 796-3907 

Brett LaRock

1016 Greenwood Ave.

Jackson, MI 49203

517-748-3103

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

DECEDENT’S ESTATE

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF JACKSON

312 S. JACKSON ST., JACKSON MI 49201

(517) 788-4290

FILE NO. 26-431-DE HON. JENNIFER M. KELLY

Estate of Dennis Andrew LaRock, deceased, date of birth 12/14/1969
Notice to creditors: The decedent, Dennis Andrew LaRock, died
1/28/2026. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the
estate, will be forever barred unless presented to Brett LaRock, personal
representative, or to both the probate court at 312 S. Jackson Street, 1st
Floor, Jackson Michigan 49201, (517) 788-4290, and the personal repre-
sentative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice. 7/03/26

50

LEONI TOWNSHIP
NOTICE  

The Leoni Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing,
Monday, August 10, 2026, at 6:00 P.M. in the Leoni Township Meeting Hall,
913 Fifth St., Michigan Center, Michigan, 49254.  This meeting will be held
in person.

000-09-12-476-001-06
8955 Glenn Rd.

Travis Witkins Variance

Purpose of hearing: Variance

Legal Description:  BEG AT SE COR SEC 12 TH N88°39'54"W ALG S LN
OF SD SEC 992.87 FT TO W LN OF S 30A OF E 60A OF SD SE 1/4 (AS
MONUMENTED) TH N00°00'00"W ALG SD W LN 671.42 FT TO POB TH
CONT N00°00'00"W ALG SD W LN 358.55 FT TH S88°39'54"E 380.10
FT TH N00°00'00"W 286.58 FT TO N LN OF S 30A OF E 60A OF SD SE
1/4 (AS MONUMENTED) TH S88°39'54"E ALG SD N LN 212.67 FT TH
S00°00'00"W 407 FT TH N88°39'54"W 200 FT TH S00°00'00"W 238.13
FT TH N88°39'54"W 392.77 FT TO BEG. SEC 12 T2S R1E 5.18A; SPLIT
ON 01/21/2005 FROM 000-09-12-476-001-04;

Cindy Norris,
Clerk
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